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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Cicatiello, urged supporters to get
out on the campaign trail and “raise
some ‘Kean.’”

Among those persons serving on
Mr. Kean’s campaign committee are
William J. Palatucci of Westfield, a
former member of the town’s Board
of Adjustment and the New Jersey
statewide campaigns for former
President George Bush; Hazel Gluck,
former Transportation Secretary un-
der Governor Kean and Governor
Whitman’s first Chief of Staff;
Leonard S. Coleman Jr., former Na-
tional League President for Major
League Baseball; Nancy Becker, Vice
Chairman of the New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority; Ronald R. Gravino,
New Jersey Highway (Garden State
Parkway) Authority Vice Chairman;
Philip D. Kaltenbacher, former Port
Authority Chairman; Lew Eisenberg,
current Chairman of the Port Au-
thority, and former Congressman
William Martini.

Jon F. Hanson, Chairman of the
New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority, is serving as Campaign
Finance Chairman.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Kean Jr.

Five Republican District Seven Congressional Candidates State Backgrounds,
Positions During Forum Sponsored by Mountainside Republican Club

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — From Social
Security to increasing the percentage
of federal dollars coming into New
Jersey, five of the seven Republicans
seeking the GOP nomination in the
June 7 Primary for the Seventh Con-
gressional seat faced off during a fo-
rum January 28 sponsored by the
Mountainside Republican Club.

Appearing at the forum were Tom
Kean Jr., the son of the former two-
term Governor; Assemblyman Joel
Weingarten of Millburn; Mike
Ferguson of Warren, the GOP nominee
in the Sixth District in 1998; Pat Walsh,
Mayor of Green Brook, and Ken
Gardner, former City Council Presi-
dent and Fire Chief of Woodbridge.

A life-long resident of the Seventh
District, Mr. Gardner has served the
past six years as Chairman of the
Woodbridge Republican Organization.
He said if elected he would hold at least
two meetings annually district-wide
with all county committee members
and Republican activists.

The candidate noted that of the Re-
publican candidates, three hopefuls
have never lived in the district or held
elected office, a reference to Mr.
Ferguson, Mr. Kean and Patrick
Morrisey of Westfield. Mr. Morrisey, a
former Congressional staffer, was not
present last week.

“I really believe those are two giant
steps backward that we can’t afford to
take,” he said. He also noted that he is
the only Republican who is a “true
fiscal conservative” in that he has never
voted for a tax increase.

Mr. Gardner said he is the only can-
didate who has been “truly battled
tested,” noting he had gone up against
Woodbridge Mayor and 1997 Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial candidate James
McGreevey both as Council President
and when he ran against Mr.
McGreevey for Mayor in 1995. Demo-
crats outnumber Republicans in the
city by a 5-1 tally.

The candidate said it is important in
the Congressional race that the party
captures those voters “in the middle” if
the GOP is to hold onto the seat.

Born in Livingston, Mr. Kean noted
that he attended grade school and high
school and taught Sunday School in
the district. He was living in Cam-
bridge, Mass., completing his doctoral
dissertation when GOP leaders called
and asked him to run for the seat.

He emphasized that he is the only
candidate who has worked at the fed-
eral level “directly on behalf of the
interests and people of this district,”
having worked for British Petroleum in
Greece, in Congressman Bob Franks
Washington office and for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

When looking at why he would make
a good candidate. Mr. Kean mentioned
his “dedication to public service; a
history of getting involved, of solving
problems, of making a difference.”

While working for Mr. Franks, Mr.
Kean worked on issues ranging from
dredging of major regional shipping
ports and on North American Free Trade
Agreement.

“We need to send someone down to
D.C. who reflects the values and inter-

ests of this district,” he said.
The candidate said he wants to pro-

tect Social Security and work “to dis-
solve the competing interests of Envi-
ronmental Protection and infrastruc-
ture development.”

Ms. Walsh said she brings to the
table 30 years of direct health care
experience and six years of govern-
ment experience. She said as a mother
for 27 years, she also is experienced in
child care, working mother and stay-
at-home mom issues.

She said she believes senior citizens
should not have to choose between
buying food and prescription drugs.
Ms. Walsh also said Americans should

terms of Republican values, by fight-
ing hard for what we believe,” he said.

Mr. Ferguson, noting his background
is in education, called himself a “fiscal
conservative.” He said New Jersey resi-
dents pay 40 percent of their gross
income in taxes.

Responding to a question from the
audience on the budget surplus in Wash-
ington, all the candidates favor some
sort of tax cut. Mr. Weingarten said the
money should be returned to the tax-
payers, noting if Congress is given the
opportunity to spend the surplus, they
will do so on new and expanded pro-
grams.

Mr. Gardner said while he favors a

families can use these extra funds on
health care and child care and other
programs.

“If we are not going to offer a tax cut
when we have a surplus, when are we
ever going to offer a cut?” he ques-
tioned.

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti asked the candidates how Con-
gress can pay for additional programs
without raising taxes and how far the
government should go in taking care of
people such as providing health care.

Ms. Walsh said she would support
increasing earning levels for seniors on
Social Security so they have more
money to support themselves. Also,
the candidate favors basing the cost of
prescription drugs on income levels.

In addition, she said, Congress may
have to take action to ensure that medi-
cal treatments such as reproductive sur-
gery are funded.

Mr. Gardner said he would push for
a change in Welfare reform. He pro-
posed having the first three years of the
new five-year Welfare reform program
as a reimbursement program, with the
remaining years given as a loan such as
a payroll tax.

“This would be something where we
are helping our people, but not allow-
ing them to live off the taxpayers’
backs,” he explained. Mr. Gardner also
said he favors disaster grants to assist
Americans with “overwhelming” prob-
lems such as with flooding from Tropi-
cal Storm Floyd this past fall.

Mr. Ferguson said he believes the
federal government needs to create an
environment whereby states and local
governments can provide health care
or other services. He said health care

Westfield Democrats
To Hold Fundraiser
For Mayor Jardim

WESTFIELD — To support the
re-election of Westfield Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim, the Westfield Demo-
cratic Committee will be hosting a
fundraiser on Sunday, February 6,
from 3 to 6 p.m. at Raagini Restau-
rant on Route 22, East in
Mountainside.

The guest speaker will be James J.
McGreevey, Mayor of Woodbridge
and former democratic gubernato-
rial candidate. Suggested contribu-
tion for attendees is $75. For more
information, please contact Ken
Rotter, Westfield Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman, at (908) 233-6481.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A POINT...Republican Seventh Congressional District 7 candidate
Ken Gardner of Woodbridge, center, makes a point during last week’s forum
sponsored by the Mountainside Republican Club. Looking on are candidates
Mike Ferguson, left, of Warren and Tom Kean Jr of Westfield.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LISTENING INTENTLY...Seventh Congressional District candidates Pat Walsh,
Mayor of Green Brook, and Assemblyman Joel Weingarten of Millburn listen
to one of their opponents during last week’s forum.

not have to work five months a year just
to pay their taxes.

Ms. Walsh also favors returning
health care issues to doctors and their
patients and away from the insurance
companies.

“Government, like everything else
in life, has to change,” she said.

The candidate supports tax reform,
noting that “it (tax dollars) should be
(put) back in the hands of those who
make it.”

Mr. Weingarten noted he has served
at three levels of government starting
with the Millburn Township Commit-
tee. In Essex County he served under
County Executive James W. Treffinger.
As Acting Director of the Essex County
Office of Management and Budget Di-
rector, he drafted a $516 million spend-
ing plan with the largest spending cut
not only in the county, but in state
history.

The candidate was elected in No-
vember to a third term in the Assembly
representing the 21st District. As an
elected official, he said he has voted 16
times to cut taxes. He sponsored legis-
lation to increase property tax deduc-
tions for veterans, worked to pass a
property tax freeze for seniors on fixed
incomes and sponsored Work First New
Jersey, the state’s Welfare reform pro-
gram whereby persons are helped in
their efforts to get off public assistance
within five years.

“We need someone in that office
who will do us proud by standing tall in

tax cut, he stated that the Social Secu-
rity and Medicare programs must be
protected for future generations.

Ms. Walsh said Congress needs to
look at reducing the national debt and
at ways of “reducing the tax burden on
the American public.”

In addition to returning federal dol-
lars to taxpayers, Mr. Kean said Con-
gress also has a responsibility to pay
down the national debt.

Mr. Ferguson said he supports low-
ering the tax burden on families and
businesses alike. The candidate said

needs to be made affordable, accept-
able and accountable.

The candidate said HMOs have re-
duced the cost of health care but have
not done a good job on accountability.

Mr. Kean said the federal govern-
ment needs to allow the private sector

to operate “efficiently and effectively”
in providing services. He said govern-
ment should provide a “safety net” for
when “things get out of hand.”

Mr. Weingarten, calling himself a
“Reagan Republican,” said the nation
must move away from the mentality
that says government’s main role is to
“engage Welfare distribution.”

He said this concept “undermines
liberty and people’s rights to solve their
own problems.” Mr. Weingarten said
Work First New Jersey provides
“health, respect and dignity” and helps
move away from the previous policy of
transferring funds for a life dependency
of public assistance to individuals who
are able to take care of themselves.

Mr. Weingarten also sponsored a law
which requires persons who commit
crimes against victims to pay into a
compensation fund that reimburses vic-
tims for any injuries they sustain as a
result of a crime.

The candidate said Congress needs
to move in a direction towards a “free
and level playing field” where patients
will have greater control of their own
health care.

On the issue of bringing a fair share
of taxpayer money back into New Jer-
sey, Mr. Ferguson noted that the Gar-
den State is 49th in the nation in the
amount of money collected in taxes
versus what is returned in aid. The
candidate said New Jersey is currently
under represented on key House com-
mittees such as Ways and Means and
Tax Writing.

“I think you need to go down there
and start turning tables over” in order
to get more federal dollars back into
the state, he said.

Mr. Gardner, employed with the New
Jersey Commerce and Economic
Growth Commission, said he favors

creation of a regional committee repre-
sented by New Jersey, New York and
Connecticut to look at the procurement
issue whereby large and small compa-
nies are giving a shot at obtaining gov-
ernment contracts.

Mr. Kean said the key is that New
Jersey’s Congressional Delegation “has
been unable to work together.” He said
it is important that the new Congress-
man works together with other state
Representatives, regardless of party af-
filiation, on issues that impact the en-
tire region.

Ms. Walsh noted that a few years
Medicare changed its funding formula
resulting in New Jersey receiving half
the funding that southern states got.
The state fought back and some of the
funds were reinstated.

Mr. Weingarten said he would push
for a mandate that indicates to taxpay-
ers what they are paying into the gov-
ernment versus what they are getting
back. He said this would force New
Jersey Congressional members to fight
for “a more equitable situation.”

Rather than changing the formula for
how federal dollars are calculated per
state, he proposed block grants to states
so local officials can make the decisions
on how the funds should be used.

Valentine’s Day is February 14th

A gift from the heart at...

beautiful things
contemporary crafts & unique gifts

beautiful things
1838 East Second Street, Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

$ 10 OFF Purchase of $50 or More
$ 20 OFF Purchase of $100 or More

Valid Thru February 19th
 Sale items, special orders  and layaways excluded

Hours: Mon-Fri 11-5:30 Thurs 11-7 Sat 10-5

Annual plan required except on pre-paid. Early termination fees apply. $25 activation fee applies to One Rate & P-Net plans. $15 for Family Plans. Included minuets (except for One Rate) and free digital features for home rate area use. Included minutes for all DMN
plans available for use in the entire state of NJ, except unlimited Family Plan minutes for use in home rate area and northern NJ. Plans with “bundled” residential long distance must have or switch to AT&T at home with “Bundled” billing.

Crazy Bonus Minutes
for First Six Months

Free Digital Features For The Life of Any Digital Plan – Caller ID, Call Waiting, Voicemail With Message Waiting Indicator, Call Forwarding, Text Message Via E-mail

FREE Ericsson
when you sign up

NOW!

AT&T PERSONAL
NETWORK

The Convenience of one simple bill for home &
wireless!

NO Roaming Charges �NO Long Distance Wireless Charges
from Maine to Virginia

120 Included Minutes � $29.99 a month
600 Included Minutes � $49.99 a month
1100 Included Minutes � $69.99 a month

PLUS
Only 7¢ a Minute For Residential Long Distance

Only 10¢ A Minute For Personal 800# And Domestic
Calling Card Calls

Save On AT&T �Worldnet� Internet Service for
$14.95 A Month Includes

150 Hours of Access per Month & 6 E-mail Addresses

AT&T FAMILY
PLANS

We have revolutionized the way families keep in
touch. Make and receive unlimited local calls to

other Family Plan Members and your home
phone at no additional charge.

  60 Included Minutes � $24.99 a month*

400 Included Minutes � $49.99 a month*

600 Included Minutes � $69.99 a month*

*(Includes unlimited family calling)

PLUS
Unlimited Voicemail Retrieval

132 East Broad St • Westfield • (908) 789-5302
Monday - Friday 9 to 5:30 • Thursday until 8pm • Saturday 10 to 5:30

The ONLY Authorized ATT Wireless Dealer in Westfield!
 For all your Billing, Warrantee and New Customer Services

Proudly Serving Wireless Customers for 17 Years!

Crazy Bonus Advantage
Plus Plan
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    Minutes Cost/Month

60 $19.99
90 $24.99

400 $29.99
500 $39.99
700 $49.99

1200 $69.99
1600 $99.99

400
Minutes A Month

$29.99
1000 OFF-PEAK MINUTES $9.99/MONTH

FREE• Paging • Caller ID • Voice Mail • Activation • Call Waiting • Forwarding
• Color Face • Home Charger • Car Charge • Carry Case

FREE Cellular Accessory Package with New Activation

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

Please RSVP to 908-789-3303
by Saturday, Feb 5

Special presentation by
HOLLAND AMERICA CRUISE LINE

For the kids – Club HAL, “Just
for Kids” shore excursions.

For the grown-ups – Five-Star
ships, “Best Food Service” (Onboard

services magazine), Tipping Not
Required Policy and much more!

FIRST TIME CRUISERS...
everything you wanted to know about
cruising but were afraid to ask...
bring your questions and concerns
and we will answer them for you.

Refreshments • Door Prizes

Alaska Cruise Night

Tuesday, Feb. 8
7 to 9 p.m.

Learn about Alaska, the “Great Land,
America’s Last Frontier”

207 Center St • Garwood


