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Horace R. Corbin, Fred K. Lecomte and Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED (June 1)...Active and retired servicemen and women march in Westfield’s annual Memorial Day parade; CLASS OF 2006 (June 8)...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior class spell out
their graduating year at the school’s annual Senior Day; HILLCREST (June 22)...Hillcrest Academy South is located at Lincoln School on Westfield Avenue in Westfield, with Kehler Stadium visible in the background. The Westfield Board of Education
opted to not renew the lease of Lincoln School to Hillcrest, operated by the Union County Educational Services Commission (UCESC). The State Education Commission gave the UCESC until the end of the 2007 school year to vacate the building;
THE KID IN THE HAT (March 9)...Children at Tamaques Elementary School in Westfield dress up in Dr. Seuss hats as part of the school’s second-annual Read-a-Thon.

Lancaster Ltd. Closes; Choye and Petix Retire; Freeholders Scrap
Ponderosa Plan; SP and Cops Settle Reverse Discrimination Lawsuit
JANUARY
Avenue and extensive structural dam- sex offenders from residing or loiter- charges following a disciplinary hearWestfield
age to apartments on the second and ing within 2,500 feet of any school, ing. Detective Chambers was charged
The year kicked off with United third floors.
park, playground, recreation area, day with trying to have a ticket voided for
States Attorney Christopher Christie
her son and for lying during an interScotch Plains
care facility or school bus stop.
swearing in Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
nal investigation by the Westfield
Randolph Brause, who has served
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The mayor emphasized the importance as the public defender for the past six
Councilmen Keith Turner was sworn Police Department. The official
of communicating with him through years, was appointed town prosecu- in for a new term. He has been a charges against her were false swearhis Saturday office hours, controlling tor and Thomas Russo
councilman for 16 ing, official misconduct, neglect of
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coln School on Westfield Avenue, as improvements to East Street, closed his store after free by state mandate. theft occurred on January 22.
well as holding Kindergarten and pre- Second Street.
After 26 years as Westfield High
45 years. Mr. Sutter owned Chief School Adminschool classes there.
The Scotch Plains- the store for 20 years.
istrator
Richard School’s principal, Robert Petix anThe town council stated its inten- Fanwood Board of EduO’Malley explained nounced his retirement effective June
tion to repeal the redevelopment dis- cation (BOE) decided to scrap the that the cost of running the public 30. “The school is in good shape; I
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Central and Mountain Avenues.
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A three-alarm fire caused moder- would be completed by spring.
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from the Scotch Plainsthroughout the county go.
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budget process.
Former Union County Manager turned out for a “Unity Rally” at
Ann Baran, the first woman to serve Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
in that capacity, died of breast cancer. picketing along Westfield Road as
County Manager George Devanney they rallied for a new contract. The
unveiled a $413-million executive bud- previous contract expired on June 30,
get that is $23 million or 5.9 percent 2005.
On February 13, the planning board
over 2005. The proposed $228.3 million tax levy would hike county taxes meeting to discuss Union County’s
intention to lease the former Sevell
in 19 of the 21 towns in the county.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan was property on Cooper Road so that it
elected chairman of the North Jersey could be turned into a Green MeadTransportation Authority’s Board of ows Children’s Farm was halted due
to lack of capacity for the crowd.
Trustees.
Residents later took their opposition
FEBRUARY
to a county freeholders’ meeting, who
Westfield
After 45 years in Westfield, scratched the plan in favor of soccer
Lancaster Ltd. closed its doors. David fields, announced later in the year.
The BOE chose to reinstate the
Sutter, who owned the store for 20
years, announced his retirement. freshman soccer program at SPFHS.
Fanwood
Chico’s clothing store became the
Fanwood resident Raj Mukherji,
new tenant after relocating from East
21, was indicted by a federal grand
Broad Street.
Westfield Town Administrator Jim jury on charges of impersonating a
Gildea implemented disciplinary ac- U.S. Defense Intelligence agent, fraud
tions against suspended Westfield Po- in connection with unauthorized use
lice Detective Sandra Chambers after and possession of false identification
she was found guilty on five of seven documents and lying to the FBI when
Courtesy of Westfield Fire Department

ASSISTING MOTORIST (March 2)…Westfield firefighters work to free a
trapped motorist from a Jeep Cherokee after the vehicle overturned following an
accident at Westfield Avenue and Washington Street. The driver was taken to
University Hospital in Newark.
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questioned about the source of those
MARCH
credentials. Mr. Mukherji was previWestfield
ously indicted by a state grand jury in
The Downtown Westfield
November of 2005 on charges of stalk- Corporation’s (DWC) downtown iming two women, witness
provement plan intampering, burglary and
cludes work on the
contempt of court.
South Avenue station
Mountainside
square, Central AvAfter 16 years of serenue corridor, integravice to Mountainside,
tion of parking lot imBorough Clerk Judy
provements, pedesOsty announced her retrian walkways, new
tirement
effective
street lighting fixtures,
March 31. She was rebrick pavers, new trees
placed by Martha De
protected by iron fencJesus.
ing and a downtown
Garwood
sidewalk replacement
The borough’s new
plan. Representing the
William Legg
Chief of Police, Willtown council on the
iam Legg, was sworn in by Mayor DWC, First Ward Councilman Sal
Dennis McCarthy. Chief Legg re- Caruana said, “The finance commitplaces outgoing Chief Dennis Lesak, tee is going to recommend that the
who announced his retirement after council adopt the first phase of the
28 years of service with the depart- improvement plan on a 50/50 basis.
ment.
The financing goal for phase two
Regional
should be a three-way partnership
The county freeholders approved a between the town, the DWC and the
plan to add twilight golfing tee-times grants.”
at the county’s four public golf course.
The town council’s finance comBerkeley Heights was named one mittee faced $1.3 million in manof finalists for the new location of the dated and fixed costs, as well as lower
New York Jets’ training camp. revenue projections. In addition, the
Florham Park eventually was chosen town would not learn of state aid
as the team’s new home as of 2008.
figures until after Governor Jon
The freeholders proposed privatiz- Corzine’s budget address on March
ing the county’s golf courses and 12.“There are four or five big areas
eliminating the county’s portion of that are big negative effects in 2006,”
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension Town Administrator Jim Gildea said.
Program.
Allison O’Hara, president of the
The Bush administration approved Westfield Area Chamber of Coma deal to turn over terminal opera- merce (WACC), officially announced
tions of six United States ports to her plans to resign effective April 28.
Dubai Ports World, as state-owned Ms. O’Hara said her husband had
company in the United Arab Emir- received a job transfer that would
ates. After heavy opposition the deal, relocate their family to Colorado.
Dubhai sold its American operations
The BOE adopted a tentative 2006to American International Group’s 2007 school budget of $79,491,415
asset management division, Global on March 14. The proposed school
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
Investment Group.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WE WANT A CONTRACT (February 9)…More than 300 members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) demonstrate for a new contract
outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last Wednesday afternoon. Representatives of the board of education and the SPFEA met with a fact finder on
March in an effort to reach a settlement.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHO NEEDS A FORT? (February 26)...A weekend snowstorm led to school
cancellations and gave area children (and adults) a chance to enjoy the snow buildup.

