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PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Let us Invest in Your Future! 

The College Men's Club of Westfield gives away 

approximately $60,000 in scholarship money annually to 

deserving young men that reside in Westfield, NJ. 

Seniors in high school matriculating to a four year college 

may apply for a scholarship by clicking the "APPLY 

NOW" button at the top right of our website located at  

www.cmcwestfield.org. The application deadline is 

Tuesday April 25, 2017.

Recipients will be selected based on financial need, 

academic achievement, and community service. If you 

have questions, please contact our scholarship co-chairs 

Brad Bonner and Andy O'Brien by emailing them at 

cmcscholarship@gmail.com. 

These scholarships are available to Westfield residents only.  The College Men’s Club of 

Westfield is a recognized not-for-profit 501(c)(3) all volunteer organization. 

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Classified Ads!
When You Use Leader/Times

You’ll Always Get
The Best Results ...

SELL   RENT   HIRE   FIND 

Always Open 24 Hours!

Use goleader.com/form/classified to ...

and it’s

Fanwood Unveils Budget Of
$10.2 M., $6.2 M. Tax Levy

R. Brian Dunlap for The Westfield Leader
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES...Construction continues on the mixed-use
building on the former site of The Jolly Trolley on North Avenue in Westfield next
to the Westfield Fire Department Headquarters and the Best Western Westfield
Inn. When complete the building will contain retail space and parking at ground
level and apartments on the upper floors.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil introduced its 2017 municipal bud-
get of $10,220,153 Monday night, of
which $6,155,966 will be raised in
local taxes, representing a 2.6-percent
increase from the $5,999,029 tax levy
of 2016. The average assessed home of
$87,759 will see a $60 increase in
municipal taxes, Chief Financial Of-
ficer Fred Tomkins said.

“Fanwood doesn’t have a spending
problem, we have a revenue problem,”
Councilman Russell Huegel said. The
income from the construction code of-
fice was down, Mr. Tomkins said.

“We were very conscious of not want-
ing to cut services,” Mayor Colleen
Mahr said.

The borough’s budget includes a new
open space tax, Mr. Tomkins noted.

The council had remarked on the
increase of the school budget, showing
in 2017 at $19.7 million, an increase of
3.47 percent over last year, and makes
up 60 percent of the total borough
property taxes to be raised at $32.6
million, including county, municipal,
school and library taxes. The 2017 li-
brary budget is $392,562, and the county
tax levy is estimated at $6.3 million.

The municipal budget includes debt
service of $1,178,740 on total debt of
$18,875,221.

The public hearing for the municipal
budget is set for Monday, May 22. The
borough’s regularly scheduled meeting
of Monday, May 15, was rescheduled
to then.

A capital bond ordinance also was
introduced to appropriate funds of
$1,335,000. The bond appropriates the
funds for buying a dump truck for the
Department of Public Works (DPW),
at $125,000; a voice data recorder,
transfer switch for traffic signals and
sport utility vehicle for the police de-
partment, at $45,000; various improve-
ments to the municipal building, parks,
library and other borough buildings, at
$260,000, and various road improve-
ments, at $903,500.

A 2017 cap bank was established in
the amount of $221,047. The cap bank
allows a municipality to bank and uti-
lize permitted appropriations in future
years, allowing the municipality to ex-
ceed the state’s cap.

The Length of Service Award Pro-
gram (LOSAP) for 2016 was ap-
proved at $11,556 and was awarded
amongst 14 Fanwood Rescue Squad
members. According to the state
website nj.gov, a LOSAP is “a system
established to provide tax-deferred
income benefits to active volunteer
members of an emergency service
organization.” Contributions are
solely made by a town to members.

The council also held second read-
ings and the adoption of three ordi-
nances. They were the repeal of Chap-
ter A395 pertaining to personnel poli-
cies; amendment to solid waste col-
lection services; and amending Chap-
ter 214 of the code pertaining to pipe-
lines.

Residential trash can now be col-
lected once a week instead of twice a
week. “It will allow you to call your
provider and change it to once a
week,” Councilman Jack Molenaar
said.

The council’s passage of the amended
ordinance pertaining to pipelines is,
“an ordinance to try to exercise local
control as to where a local pipeline can
be placed in the borough,” Borough
Attorney Daniel McCarthy said. “It is
to regulate how a pipeline can traverse
through a borough.”

The amendment limits where the
pipeline can be placed, Mr. McCarthy
said.

“This is just the beginning of the
fight,” Mr. McCarthy said. “The gen-

eral feeling is a pipeline isn’t neces-
sary.”

The council authorized Sheelen’s
Crossing to serve alcoholic beverages
and food at the Autism Rocks event to
be held Saturday, April 29, at La Grande
Park from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The council also authorized a liquor
license transfer from Fangill LLC to
BEMSK Enterprises LLC.

A $178,892 New Jersey Historic
Preservation trust grant, a 50/50 match-
ing grant, was accepted and is to be
used for the railroad station.

A tax court judgment for 69 Shady
Lane was accepted, and the court’s
judgment shows a refund of just un-
der $5,000 for a two-year period.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance amending the salaries and
compensation for the borough offic-
ers and employees. The schedule of
salaries includes the borough clerk/
administrator with a range of $68,000
to $132,400; chief financial officer/
treasurer, $25,000 to $38,000; deputy
borough administrator, $18,500 to
$22,500; bookkeeper, $40,000 to
$70,500; police chief, $115,000 to
$165,000, and public works director,
$78,000 to $108,000, among other
positions.

Three resolutions were passed in re-
lation to the borough’s judgment action
with the State Superior Court for the
borough’s Housing Element and Fair
Share Plan. The resolutions seek pro-
tection and repose against exclusionary
zoning litigation for a 10-year period.
The council adopted amended resolu-
tions of the borough’s Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund plan and its Affordable
Housing Municipal Assistance pro-
grams.

During the public comment section
of the meeting, Ray Rogers, who owns
property at 59 South Avenue in the light
industrial zone, questioned the
borough’s request for bids for a cellular
telecommunication lease at its tower
located next to Borough Hall. The bid
requests that no bid be below $35,000
per year, with a 4-percent annual in-
crease over a five-year agreement.

“To me, it looks like extortion,” Mr.
Rogers said. He said cellular compa-
nies on the cell tower near Young’s
Paint pay $2,000 per month.

“What is the rationale of circumvent-
ing a site plan approval of a PSE&G
pole on Elm Street and bring it to bor-
ough property?” Mr. Rogers asked, re-
ferring to Verizon’s application to place
cell antennae there. He later said Verizon
“fears opposition” from residents op-
posing a cell tower in a residential zone.

“That is not what is occurring,” Mr.
McCarthy said. “We are not permitted
to extend an agreement with them. We
have to go out to bid to allow any carrier
to come in and bid on the right to stay on
that property. Nothing is changing.
There is no additional borough prop-
erty to be used for this…”

“But that was a temporary location,
wasn’t it?” Mr. Rogers asked.

“They have been asking to be here
permanently,” Borough Clerk and Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern said.

Mr. Rogers suggested to the zoning
board previously that a cell tower be
placed on his property, calling it a “vi-
able site,” in the light industrial zone.
He said that Verizon told him, “Ray, the
borough doesn’t want it.”

“No one from the borough
attorney’s office has told Verizon or
any other carrier that we would pre-
vent them from locating anywhere,”
Mr. McCarthy responded. “They
came to us saying they want to re-
new.”

Mr. McCarthy said the pricing on
the bid package the borough pub-
lished was based on the existing lease
and a consultant who bases it from
market rates.

will prune trees and plant new trees, Mr.
Gildea said.

Mindowaskin Park renovations are
underway and a majority of the 41
lights are operational, whereas previ-
ously only about 10 were lit, Mr. Gildea
noted. The fountains have been deliv-
ered, he said.

The annual spring cleanup is Satur-
day, April 29, in Mindowaskin Park,
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., Chairwoman
of the Friends of Mindowaskin Park
Debbie Burslem said.

“We are real excited to bring people
back into the park,” she said.

Also on April 29, an Earth Day
cleanup will be happening at other lo-
cations as well, Mr. Gildea said. The
locations will be posted on the town’s
website.

Deputy Fire Chief Tony Tiller was
appointed as Union County deputy fire
coordinator. It is a two-year appoint-
ment.

In other business, Mr. Della Fera said
the Downtown Task Force met with the
town planner and he said, “the task
force is hopeful we can bring to the
council at least several of the recom-
mendations made by the Downtown
Task Force. Next month we may see
some proposals for changes.”

Oral arguments for the appeal of the
planning board approval of an applica-
tion to expand the Stop & Shop is
scheduled for Tuesday, May 16, Town
Attorney Russell Finestein said. He is
hopeful, he said, that a decision will
come a few months thereafter.

“If it goes forward it will be a big
project for the town. It was an attempt
from ShopRite to stop Stop & Shop
from expanding,” Mr. Finestein said.

Mr. Gildea announced that tax ap-
peal settlements have been made by
Vine Ripe Market, the Butcher Block,
and by the owner of one residential
teardown property.

The fire department has received a
grant for $850 to purchase a new cam-
era to be used in investigations and
training. Acting Mayor Jo Ann Neylan
commended the fire department and
Lieutenant Michael Duelks, who ap-
plied for the grant on his own accord.
She said he went “the extra mile.”

At the start of the public meeting, the
council observed a moment of silence
in respect to former mayor Allen Chin,
who passed away April 11.

Then the council presented a procla-
mation honoring William Moore, Sr.
for his service to the Department of
Public Works; Tuesday marked Mr.
Moore’s 60-year anniversary as a town
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Westfield Budget
employee. He began working for the
town at age 18, on April 18, 1957.

Mr. Gildea had presented a framed,
original application for work to Mr.
Moore.

“He dedicated his entire life to this
town,” Mr. Gildea said.

“He knows every sewer, every
pole...it’s a sad day for the town and a
happy day for Bill and his family,” said
Mr. Gildea, who called Mr. Moore a
“dedicated person” with “one of the
best work ethics of anyone.”

Mr. Moore received a standing ova-
tion from the crowd at Town Hall upon
the announcement of the proclamation.

Greg O’Neil, public works director,
said, “Mr. Moore is the quintessential
action kind of guy.”

“You are not just the benchmark, you
are the pinnacle of a true action guy,” he
said.

The town also is to have a hearing in
May about its affordable-housing obli-
gation. A legal ad appears in today’s
issue of the newspaper.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
NEW HOME FOR FAMILY COURT...Union County’s new Family Court
House, located on Cherry Street in Elizabeth, is 78,000 square feet in size and has
six courtrooms.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
JOINING FORCES…Members of the Lions Club of Westfield gather around
Peter Cottontail (Peter Mitchell, Lions Club immediate past president and zone
chairman) at their annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday. With them are members
of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield and members of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park who volunteered to help with crowd control.

Correction
An article in last week’s Westfield

Leader should have reported that
household garbage and recycling ma-
terials cannot be mixed. Household
garbage is picked up twice weekly by
the Garwood Department of Public
Works while recycling materials are
collected every other week by Waste
Management, Inc.
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Fair Share
Emergency Management Agency)
rating and possible flood danger will
be clarified at upcoming meetings.

The shopping mall where Kings is
located was designated as an overlay
site in the summary plan. “Designat-
ing Kings an overlay site allows for
the owner to use the property with a
multi-use purpose and satisfies COAH
requirements,” Mr. Renaud said.

“No plans or negotiations regard-
ing such projects have been discussed
or have to be discussed. The area
must be designated for affordable
housing to be compliant with COAH
requirements,” Mr. Renaud said.

The summary plan proposes 55 out
of 464 new units designated for af-
fordable housing. The Russo Devel-
opment site one will have 30 of 298
units designated affordable-housing
units. Russo Development site two
will have eight of 52 units designated
affordable. Russo Development is the
developer of the Casale properties on
South Avenue. The Paperboard devel-
opment site on North Avenue will have
17 of 114 units designated affordable.

“I believe I am fighting appropri-
ately for our residents and Garwood’s
future. We are making the best deci-
sions with what we can do within our
legal reach as a council,” Ms.
Blumenstock said.
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Pets Ordinance
lic employees, and small salary in-
creases. The Mayor noted the tax
increase is less than 2 percent and
the average Mountainside home-
owner with a home assessed at
$166,000 will see a tax increase of
approximately $57.71.

To prepare for the upcoming sum-
mer season, the council agreed to
extend the food service contract for
the snack bar at the Mountainside
Community Pool to Samatha
Grindlinger. The $10,000 contract
will be paid in three installments
over the course of the season. The
council also accepted the recom-
mendations of Recreation Director
Frank Masella, and appointed a su-
pervisor and four assistant supervi-
sors to operate the summer play-
ground program for Mountainside
students.

The council presented a resolu-
tion of commendation to the 10
members of Girl Scout Troop 40402
who will receive their Bronze
Awards on Wednesday, May 17. The
Bronze Award is the highest na-
tional award in scouting. The girls
in the troop, who are fifth graders,
partnered with Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside and
recorded two puppet shows to be
used as entertainment and literary

reinforcement. In addition, the girls
ran a toy drive, created Valentine
Day cards for the patients, and cre-
ated “Peter Pan” and “Corduroy”
themed placements for the patients’
use during meal time.

During the council comment por-
tion of the meeting, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer thanked members
of the Rotary Club for the repair of
the bus shelter in front of Borough
Hall and Mayor Mirabelli urged all
residents to “line the parade route”
during the sixth annual Memorial
Day Parade, which will be held on
Monday, May 29.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


