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PROPERTY TAXES 
TOO HIGH?
We saved property owners more 
than $168,786 in taxes last year.
Spector Foerst & Associates   |   Offices located in Union and Essex Counties   |   www.spectorfoerst.com   |   908.322.4886JAMES M. FOERST, ESQ.

DEVELOPMENTREAL ESTATE LAND USE

Let us Invest in Your Future! 

The College Men's Club of Westfield gives away 

approximately $60,000 in scholarship money annually to 

deserving young men that reside in Westfield, NJ. 

Seniors in high school matriculating to a four year college 

may apply for a scholarship by clicking the "APPLY 

NOW" button at the top right of our website located at  

www.cmcwestfield.org. The application deadline is 

Tuesday April 25, 2017.

Recipients will be selected based on financial need, 

academic achievement, and community service. If you 

have questions, please contact our scholarship co-chairs 

Brad Bonner and Andy O'Brien by emailing them at 

cmcscholarship@gmail.com. 

These scholarships are available to Westfield residents only.  The College Men’s Club of 

Westfield is a recognized not-for-profit 501(c)(3) all volunteer organization. 

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com

Store hours - M T W & F: 10am to 5:30pm • Thursday: 10am to 7pm

Saturday: 10am to 5pm • Sunday: Closed

Classified Ads!
When You Use Leader/Times

You’ll Always Get
The Best Results ...

SELL   RENT   HIRE   FIND 

Always Open 24 Hours!

Use goleader.com/form/classified to ...

and it’s

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW HOME FOR FAMILY COURT...Union County’s new Family Court
House, located on Cherry Street in Elizabeth, is 78,000 square feet in size and has
six courtrooms.
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Fanwood Budget
amongst 14 Fanwood Rescue Squad
members. According to the state
website nj.gov, a LOSAP is “a sys-
tem established to provide tax-de-
ferred income benefits to active vol-
unteer members of an emergency
service organization.” Contribu-
tions are solely made by a town to
members.

The council also held second read-
ings and the adoption of three ordi-
nances. They were the repeal of
Chapter A395 pertaining to person-
nel policies; amendment to solid
waste collection services; and
amending Chapter 214 of the code
pertaining to pipelines.

Residential trash can now be col-
lected once a week instead of twice
a week. “It will allow you to call
your provider and change it to once
a week,” Councilman Jack Molenaar
said.

The council’s passage of the
amended ordinance pertaining to
pipelines is, “an ordinance to try to
exercise local control as to where a
local pipeline can be placed in the
borough,” Borough Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said. “It is to regulate
how a pipeline can traverse through
a borough.”

The amendment limits where the
pipeline can be placed, Mr.
McCarthy said.

“This is just the beginning of the
fight,” Mr. McCarthy said. “The
general feeling is a pipeline isn’t
necessary.”

The council authorized Sheelen’s
Crossing to serve alcoholic beverages
and food at the Autism Rocks event to
be held Saturday, April 29, at La Grande
Park from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The council also authorized a li-
quor license transfer from Fangill
LLC to BEMSK Enterprises LLC.

A $178,892 New Jersey Historic
Preservation trust grant, a 50/50
matching grant, was accepted and is
to be used for the railroad station.

A tax court judgment for 69 Shady
Lane was accepted, and the court’s
judgment shows a refund of just
under $5,000 for a two-year period.

The council also introduced an
ordinance amending the salaries and
compensation for the borough of-
ficers and employees. The schedule
of salaries includes the borough
clerk/administrator with a range of
$68,000 to $132,400; chief finan-
cial officer/treasurer, $25,000 to
$38,000; deputy borough adminis-
trator, $18,500 to $22,500; book-
keeper, $40,000 to $70,500; police
chief, $115,000 to $165,000, and
public works director, $78,000 to
$108,000, among other positions.

Three resolutions were passed in
relation to the borough’s judgment
action with the State Superior Court
for the borough’s Housing Element
and Fair Share Plan. The resolu-
tions seek protection and repose
against exclusionary zoning litiga-
tion for a 10-year period. The coun-
cil adopted amended resolutions of
the borough’s Affordable Housing
Trust Fund plan and its Affordable

R. Brian Dunlap for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES...Construction continues on the mixed-use
building on the former site of The Jolly Trolley on North Avenue in Westfield next
to the Westfield Fire Department headquarters and the Best Western Westfield
Inn. When complete the building will contain retail space and parking at ground
level and apartments on the upper floors.

Housing Municipal Assistance pro-
grams.

During the public comment sec-
tion of the meeting, Ray Rogers,
who owns property at 59 South Av-
enue in the light industrial zone,
questioned the borough’s request
for bids for a cellular telecommuni-
cation lease at its tower located next
to Borough Hall. The bid requests
that no bid be below $35,000 per
year, with a 4-percent annual in-
crease over a five-year agreement.

“To me, it looks like extortion,”
Mr. Rogers said. He said cellular
companies on the cell tower near
Young’s Paint pay $2,000 per
month.

“What is the rationale of circum-
venting a site plan approval of a
PSE&G pole on Elm Street and
bring it to borough property?” Mr.
Rogers asked, referring to Verizon’s
application to place cell antennae
there. He later said Verizon “fears
opposition” from residents oppos-
ing a cell tower in a residential zone.

“That is not what is occurring,”
Mr. McCarthy said. “We are not
permitted to extend an agreement
with them. We have to go out to bid
to allow any carrier to come in and
bid on the right to stay on that prop-
erty. Nothing is changing. There is
no additional borough property to
be used for this…”

“But that was a temporary loca-
tion, wasn’t it?” Mr. Rogers asked.

“They have been asking to be
here permanently,” Borough Clerk
and Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said.

Mr. Rogers suggested to the zon-
ing board previously that a cell tower
be placed on his property, calling it a
“viable site,” in the light industrial
zone. He said that Verizon told him,
“Ray, the borough doesn’t want it.”

“No one from the borough
attorney’s office has told Verizon or
any other carrier that we would pre-
vent them from locating anywhere,”
Mr. McCarthy responded. “They
came to us saying they want to re-
new.”

Mr. McCarthy said the pricing on
the bid package the borough pub-
lished was based on the existing
lease and a consultant who bases it
from market rates.
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Fair Share
units. Russo Development site two
will have eight of 52 units designated
affordable. Russo Development is the
developer of the Casale properties on
South Avenue. The Paperboard de-
velopment site on North Avenue will
have 17 of 114 units designated af-
fordable.

“I believe I am fighting appropri-
ately for our residents and Garwood’s
future. We are making the best deci-
sions with what we can do within our
legal reach as a council,” Ms.
Blumenstock said.

WF Adopts 2017 Budget
At 1.43-Percent Increase
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday adopted its 2017 budget
of $45,378,388, with a municipal tax
levy of $27,662,382, representing a
1.43-percent increase in municipal
taxes over 2016. The average assessed
home of $180,900 would see an in-
crease of about $45 in 2017.

“It is another impressive budget.
We are under the state-mandated, 2-
percent property-tax levy cap, and
just as important, we did it without
using any allowable exemptions,”
Councilman Sam Della Fera said.

He noted that the council was able
to reduce costs to residents for use of
the conservation center and a reduc-
tion of sewer fees.

The Special Improvement District
(SID) budget also was adopted by the
council. The SID funds the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the man-
agement entity for the SID. The bud-
get is flat for about the sixth straight
year and is funded by the property
owners in the SID, Councilman Della
Fera said.

The town’s audit also came back
with no recommendations for need of
improvement for the second year in a
row, Mr. Della Fera said.

A $2.7-million bond ordinance was
introduced that will fund milling and
paving of a portion of 26 different
roadways in town, Councilman David
Oliveira said. The public hearing is
Tuesday, May 2.

The roads include: Harrison Av-
enue, Cory Place, Raymond Street,
Parkview Avenue, Edgewood Avenue,
Effingham Place, Ramapo Way,
Stanley Avenue, Archibold Place,
Arlington Avenue, Cranford Avenue,
Sherbrook Drive, Sherman Drive,
Oak Avenue, Linden Avenue, Roger
Avenue, Grandview Avenue, Pine
Grove, Manchester Drive, Fontana
Drive, Reese Place, Byron Court,
Summit Court, Shackamaxon Drive,
First Street, and Shadowlawn Drive.
The town will have a list on its website
this week that will spell out the de-
scription of work and if it is the entire
length of the road or which portions
of the road are to be paved.

The bond also will fund refreshing
some striping and crosswalks, as well
as a four-year program to replace
pumping stations in town. The pump
station at Tamaques Way is to be
replaced this year, Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said.

An ordinance was introduced pro-
viding for new curbing and paving of
First Street between Scotch Plains
Avenue and Florence Avenue, and a
portion of Edgewood Avenue. The
residents who own property there “will
be assessed and they are aware of
that,” Councilman Della Fera said.

It also was noted by Mr. Gildea that
the roadwork on Boulevard between
Park Drive and Washington Street
“will be back on for this year” and the
town has applied for additional Trans-
portation Trust Fund monies for road-
work for another section of Boule-
vard and Grove Street.

Bleachers are being installed at
Tamaques Park, where the town also
will prune trees and plant new trees,
Mr. Gildea said.

Mindowaskin Park renovations are
underway and a majority of the 41
lights are operational, whereas previ-
ously only about 10 were lit, Mr.
Gildea noted. The fountains have been
delivered, he said.

The annual spring cleanup is Satur-
day, April 29, in Mindowaskin Park,
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m., Chair-
woman of the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park Debbie Burslem said.

“We are real excited to bring people
back into the park,” she said.

Also on April 29, an Earth Day

cleanup will be happening at other
locations as well, Mr. Gildea said.
The locations will be posted on the
town’s website.

Deputy Fire Chief Tony Tiller was
appointed as Union County deputy
fire coordinator. It is a two-year ap-
pointment.

In other business, Mr. Della Fera
said the Downtown Task Force met
with the town planner and he said,
“the task force is hopeful we can
bring to the council at least several of
the recommendations made by the
Downtown Task Force. Next month
we may see some proposals for
changes.”

Oral arguments for the appeal of
the planning board approval of an
application to expand the Stop & Shop
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 16,
Town Attorney Russell Finestein said.
He is hopeful, he said, that a decision
will come a few months thereafter.

“If it goes forward it will be a big
project for the town. It was an attempt
from ShopRite to stop Stop & Shop
from expanding,” Mr. Finestein said.

Mr. Gildea announced that tax ap-
peal settlements have been made by
Vine Ripe Market, the Butcher Block,
and by the owner of one residential
teardown property.

The fire department has received a
grant for $850 to purchase a new
camera to be used in investigations
and training. Acting Mayor Jo Ann
Neylan commended the fire depart-
ment and Lieutenant Michael Duelks,
who applied for the grant on his own
accord. She said he went “the extra
mile.”

At the start of the public meeting,
the council observed a moment of
silence in respect to former mayor
Allen Chin, who passed away April
11.

Then the council presented a proc-
lamation honoring William Moore,
Sr. for his service to the Department
of Public Works; Tuesday marked
Mr. Moore’s 60-year anniversary as a
town employee. He began working
for the town at age 18, on April 18,
1957.

Mr. Gildea had presented a framed,
original application for work to Mr.
Moore.

“He dedicated his entire life to this
town,” Mr. Gildea said.

“He knows every sewer, every
pole...it’s a sad day for the town and
a happy day for Bill and his family,”
said Mr. Gildea, who called Mr.
Moore a “dedicated person” with “one
of the best work ethics of anyone.”

Mr. Moore received a standing
ovation from the crowd at Town Hall
upon the announcement of the proc-
lamation.

Greg O’Neil, public works direc-
tor, said, “Mr. Moore is the quintes-
sential action kind of guy.”

“You are not just the benchmark,
you are the pinnacle of a true action
guy,” he said.

The town also is to have a hearing
in May about its affordable-housing
obligation. A legal ad appears in
today’s issue of the newspaper.

Mike Mistretta and Planning Board
Vice-Chairwoman Paulette Coronato.
Representatives from the business
community are Frank DiLollo, Jo-
seph Mortarulo, Steve Goldberg,
Geraldine Keogh and Guy Checchio.
Resident members include Carla
Kelly, Michael Alvarez, former coun-
cilwoman Colleen Gialanella, former
council candidate Luisa Bianco and
Keith Owens, who ran for mayor last
year as an independent candidate.
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Downtown

Westfield Road and the public works
facility and Raritan Road east of Lake
Avenue. Another $54,700 will be al-
located for storm sewer improve-
ments. The public works department
will receive nearly $460,000 to pur-
chase several new vehicles, including
a dump truck and a backhoe, as well
as new radios. Another $171,000 will
be allocated to the fire department to
purchase new turnout gear for
firefighters as well as new digital
radios, while the police department
will receive about $54,000 for new
digital radios and tactical equipment.
The bond also earmarks $133,300 to
be used to renovate the bathrooms at
Greenside Park and for upgrades to
the playing field at Terrill Middle
School. Just over $95,000 will be
used to upgrade the township’s tele-
phone system.

Despite voting in favor of the bond
ordinance, Councilman John Del
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New Police
Sordi, Jr. expressed some misgivings
about the council’s decision to fi-
nance police car purchases via the
operating budget instead of the capi-
tal budget, saying he felt those types
of purchases were “better suited” to
be financed by bonds.

In other business, the council ap-
proved an ordinance prohibiting any
new pet store opening in Scotch Plains
from selling animals from any place
other than a rescue group or an animal
shelter. Mr. Mirabella announced that
a volunteer firefighter information
night will be held on Monday, May 8,
from 7 to 8 p.m., at the north-side
firehouse behind the municipal build-
ing.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil honored members and coaches
from the high school boys and girls
soccer teams and also issued a proc-
lamation declaring Saturday, April
22, as Earth Day.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINING FORCES…Members of the Lions Club of Westfield gather around
Peter Cottontail (Peter Mitchell, Lions Club immediate past president and zone
chairman) at their annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday. With them are members
of the Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield and members of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, who volunteered to help with crowd control.


