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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Elizabeth, New Jersey
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Given Recent Events At United, The
CEO Should Start Reading His Mail

Letter to United Airlines:
Jeff Smisek Chairman, President and CEO

The latest United Airlines news
flow is not surprising to me, as I sent
the following letter to the CEO of
United Airlines (with CCs to several
members of the Board of Directors)
two years ago when United personnel
attempted to bump my family and I
from replacement equipment that
United had to bring in when our ini-

tial plane had a mechanical problem
in Panama City, Panama.

I don’t think the CEO read the letter
or took the letter seriously. Given
recent events at the company, who-
ever the CEO is now should probably
start reading her or his mail.

Jim Lane
Westfield

UnitedContinental Holdings
233 South Wacker Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60606
May 2, 2015
Dear Mr. Smisek:
After being dismissed by your con-

sumer services department with ex-
cuse after excuse, I am writing to you
to regarding your firm’s business prac-
tice of intentionally overbooking
flights and then bumping’ passengers
when there are not enough seats for
the demand. I believe that this busi-
ness practice is illegal and deceptive
when it is done to customers with
non-refundable tickets; in the case of
passengers holding non-refundable
tickets, the airline receives its rev-
enue whether or not the passenger
that purchased the non-refundable
ticket ultimately takes the flight or
does not.

Therefore, this business practice is
deceptive and warrants change. In the
case of my family and I returning
from Costa Rica to Newark via
Panama City on April 11, United Air-
lines sold seats on an already fully-
booked flight and subsequently at-
tempted to ‘bump’ my family and I by
re-assigning us to ‘standby’ status on
a flight that was re-scheduled from
Saturday at 2:20 p.m. to Sunday at 10
a.m.

I have been told in writing by United
staff members that this is an industry-
standard practice to make sure that
flights are profitable to airlines. How-
ever, as stated above, the non-refund-
able tickets I held for me and my

family already made the seats we paid
for profitable, so in fact what United
did was conduct an industry practice
that was not to make the flight profit-
able, but rather to make the flight
MORE profitable. This is unethical
and likely illegal, which is why I have
referred this instance to the U.S. Jus-
tice Department and the Department
of Transportation for review.

In addition, I have CCd the leader-
ship at United’s affinity relationship
partners, including J.P. Morgan Chase
and Visa and Allstate. I am sure that
their CEOs, especially in the current
banking regulatory environment, do
not want to be associated with part-
ners conducting such questionable
business practices.

Finally, my report to the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Airline Pas-
senger department is enclosed with
this letter. Your airline is already rated
extremely poorly relative to other
carriers. Hopefully United Airlines
addresses issues like what it attempted
to do to me and my young children
(and others on the same flight) before
permanent reputational damage
arises.

Sincerely, James A. Lane

cc: James Dimon, Chairman and
C.E.O., J.P. Morgan Chase Charles
W. Scharf, Chairmen and C.E.O., Visa
Thomas J. Wilson, C.E.O., Allstate
Michael P. Huerta, Administrator,
Federal Aviation Administration An-
thony Foxx, Secretary of Transporta-
tion, Department of Transportation.

Garbage And Recycling Materials
Cannot Be Mixed, Collected Together
An article published under the head-

line “Garwood OKs Resolution for
Fair Share Housing Plan” in last
week’s Leader reported incorrectly
that garbage and recycling materials
can be mixed and will be collected
together. Those materials cannot be
mixed. Household garbage is picked

up twice weekly by the Garwood
Department of Public Works. Recy-
cling materials are collected every
other week by a contractor, Waste
Management, Inc.

Because of that error, concerned
residents have asked me whether gar-
bage and recycling pickups have
changed. Other residents are prob-
ably unsure how to deal with these
collections. It is therefore important
that the newspaper correct its mis-
take, promptly and prominently.

The press plays a vital role in keep-
ing the public informed, but accuracy
is essential to that mission.

Charles P. Lombardo
Mayor of Garwood

Thank You From
The Easter Bunny

The Lions Club of Westfield would
like to thank the Westfield Leader for
once again helping make our annual
Easter Egg Hunt a success. The Leader
has publicized the event every year
since 1936.

The Club also extends thanks to
Lions member Jeff Broadwell for di-
recting the hunt and the Kiwanis Club
and the Friends of Mindowaskin Park
for their help this year. By the way,
somebody posted on a telephone poll
a reward poster with photo of his or
her lost doggie “Rosie” - His or her
telephone number is (908) 787-4748.

Mike Gordeuk
Lions Club of Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Valise – A small suitcase
2. Lampadedromy – A torch in honor

of Prometheus
3. Mammonism – Devotion to the

greedy pursuit of riches
4. Philter – A love potion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

SPOOR
1. The tracks of a wild animal
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. An organ stop producing a thin,

reedy sound
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
SPRAINTS

1. The waste or dung of an otter
2. Splints used for broken bones
3. Spittle
4. Small number; insufficiency

PICAROON
1. A guardian spirit
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. A medieval catapult for hurling

stones

I Endorse
Dawn Mackey

It with great confidence that I en-
dorse Dawn Mackey for Westfield
Town Council Ward 4. I am a 17-year
resident of Ward 4 as well as a local
business owner for over 10 years. I
have known Dawn both profession-
ally and personally for close to 10
years.

Professionally Dawn and I have
worked very closely on many occa-
sions. Even though at one time we
were rival business owners, Dawn
still reached out to me to offer help,
suggestions and even customer refer-
rals. Dawn is a consummate profes-
sional who gives her all too each and
every business task she undertakes. If
there is a problem that needs a solu-
tion, Dawn is absolutely the one per-
son you want in your corner!

Dawn is known for her commit-
ment to the Westfield community.
Time and time again it is Dawn who
steps up whenever and wherever she
is needed. From running countless
successful school and sports events,
to organizing fundraisers, Dawn does
it all while still running a successful
business.

The residents of Ward 4 would be
in extremely good hands with Dawn
Mackey representing us in the Town
Council. It is for that reason that I
proudly endorse Dawn for Westfield
Town Council, Ward 4.

Lisa Goldenberg
Westfield

I Endorse
Linda Habgood

My husband Tom and I moved to
Westfield in 1995 and have raised our
two children here, both of them at-
tending our public school system.

Over the years we have seen lots of
change in our town, much of it very
positive. The continual revitalization
of downtown has had a very positive
impact. But the continued increase in
vacancies and the lack of parking
remains an ongoing challenge. I be-
lieve everyone in town is aligned with
the same desire to see our schools and
our local businesses prosper. It im-
portant to have a long-term plan and
strategy to address these issues.

I’m proud to endorse Linda
Habgood’s candidacy for a Ward 1
Town Council seat. I have known
Linda for almost 20 years – first as a
friend, then serving on numerous
school and church committees to-
gether and most recently as a neigh-
bor. Linda is a great leader. She lis-
tens to people, her passion and con-
viction convinces people to get in-
volved and share their ideas and opin-
ions. Linda uses this to find ways to
solve any problem in her path. I saw
this in action when I hosted a coffee at
my house years ago to gain support
for the bond for the centralized kin-
dergarten. She committed her time
and endless energy rallying commu-
nity support to get the bond passed.
Linda’s strong leadership skills com-
bined with fresh ideas will help us
tackle the tough issues we are facing
today and tomorrow in Westfield.

Please come and meet her on  Fri-
day, April 21 at her kickoff event
from 6 to 9 p.m. Details are available
on her Facebook page,
habgood4towncouncil.

Liz Miller
Westfield

I Endorse
David Contract

I write with enthusiastic support
for David Contract for Town Council
in Ward 3. I have known Dave for 19
years and am confident he would be
an exceptional councilman. Dave is
among the most efficient, action-ori-
ented people I know. This, combined
with an innate inclination to help oth-
ers, a consistent flow of creative and
smart ideas, and a truly unrelenting
energy, make Dave uniquely well
suited to positively impact our town
as a councilman.

In graduate school, where we first
met, Dave was notable for the fact he
managed to graduate top of the class,
but did so while also being among the
most actively engaged in the commu-
nity. In starting a business together
years later, I learned firsthand how
naturally creative Dave is in develop-
ing and implementing ideas that have
real impact. Through his friendship
over the past two decades, I’ve come
to know Dave as one who can always
be counted on, who is true to his
word, and who listens openly to dif-
ferent perspectives.

The election of David Contract for
Westfield town council would be a
huge win for the town.

Tony Shurman
Westfield

Holocaust Remembrance Events
Relevant Today and Tomorrow

City’s Reward For Being Abbott
District? Higher Bond Rating

The specter of the Holocaust of World War II has
been raised anew in public consciousness through
a series of recent events, among them threats made
against Jewish organizations, various sites defaced
with symbols of hate, as well as controversial
remarks related to the Holocaust made by the
White House press secretary during discussion of
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s government’s
poison-gas attack on civilians.

More than 70 years after the denouement of the
Second World War, the Holocaust, in which some
11 million people perished at the hands of the Nazi
regime, still looms large in world memory. The
architects of that abominable chapter in history
may be long vanquished, but the type of ideology
that gave rise to it still exists, as do related crimes
against humanity, in many parts of the world.

This month, multiple programs are scheduled to
be held in our area commemorating the Holocaust,
as well as other genocidal events that occurred
during the course of the 20th century.

Temple Emanu-El of Westfield will observe Yom
HaShoah/Holocaust Memorial Day on Monday, April
24, while Holocaust remembrance programs also
are planned at two Scotch Plains synagogues. Con-
gregation Beth Israel will present “Remembering
The Shoah” this Sunday, April 23, between 10:45
a.m. and noon, during which congregant and Holo-
caust survivor Peter Fleischmann will share his
personal story. Temple Sholom likewise will hold a
Service of Remembrance and Hope on Sunday, at 7

p.m., when Professor Susan Lederman, hidden as a
child during the Holocaust, will relate her family’s
journey. This service also will include the poignant
reflections of children of the Holocaust, preserved in
word, music and verse, including those of young
pianist Alec Volkoviski, Anne Frank and children of
the Terezin concentration camp.

Additionally, the Scotch Plains Public Library
will present two programs spotlighting the struggles
and survival of people impacted by genocide over
the past century. An event entitled “Journey to Life:
Armenia,” running this Saturday, April 22, through
Friday, May 5, will focus on the Armenian geno-
cide of 1915. “Survival, Remembrance, Rebuild-
ing: A Panel Discussion,” taking place Sunday,
April 30, at 1 p.m., will feature a survivor of the
Holocaust, a survivor of Rwandan genocide, and
the daughter of Armenians who escaped the slaugh-
ter in their homeland.

We encourage all residents of our area to attend
one or more of these important programs. While
the speakers will recount events of the past, their
message needs to be heard by present and future
generations. Their testimonies give voice to those
who were lost, and remind us that no nation or
people are immune from those who would seek
power through persecution or annihilation. We
Americans experienced it ourselves the morning
of September 11, 2001. These lessons of yester-
day are relevant as ever today, and just as vital for
the world tomorrow.

Jersey City Mayor Steve Fulop put out a press
release last week announcing he had “great news,”
that the city had received its “fourth credit rating
upgrade in four years.” Fitch Ratings placed Jersey
City at AA-. But that is extremely misleading in that
the city receives more than $420 million in school
aid on top of the $67 million it receives in municipal
aid. By comparison, Westfield garners a little over
$3 million in municipal aid and $4 million in school
aid. Garwood gets $500,000 in school aid, Cranford
garners $2.8 million, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
gets $3.3 million.

Jersey City collects $577 million in property taxes
for the city, Hudson County government and school
district, but the bulk of this is offset by state aid. The
city also collects more than $7 million in a hotel
occupancy tax and several new hotels are coming
online, so this number will be increasing. By com-
parison, Westfield collects $167 million for munici-
pal, county and school purposes.

Governor Chris Christie said last year that of the
$9.1 billion the state doles out in school aid, $5.1
billion goes to 31 Abbott districts including Jersey
City and Hoboken, while the other $4 billion goes to

the remaining 546 districts including those like
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford.

Of the total aid it receives, Jersey City garners
$114 million in what is termed “adjustment aid” that
Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood do not re-
ceive. This additional aid helps keep property taxes
in the city affordable. In other words, taxpayers in
Westfield and Cranford are subsidizing Jersey City,
and because of this the city gets a higher bond rating?

“Urban education is very complex,” Mayor Fulop
told nj.com last year. “I don’t think in certain areas
parents and cities have the same means to pay as in
some of the suburban areas.”

The mayor noted that Jersey City has not had to
raise taxes. But if suburban districts received similar
aid numbers or even the same percentage of aid like
Jersey City, maybe they wouldn’t have to rely as
much on property taxes to fund their budgets.

Union County also received a bump in its bond
rating this year, yet, as we have pointed out, the
county only used $22 million of a total surplus of $67
million to offset property taxes, which account for
70 percent of the revenue stream and which are
going up $9.5 million over last year. Go figure.

See more Letters on page 5

United, The
Friendly Skies?


