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MIGHT AS WELL JUMP...Over 150 third-, fourth- and fifth-graders at McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield took the stage in the school’s recent annual Kapers
musical production. This year’s story, entitled “The Kapers Show,” highlighted
the challenge the school faced in keeping its 19-year Kapers tradition going, and
led the students to realize that by believing in themselves and working hard they
can achieve success, even against all odds. The students, along with almost 60
parents and members of the McKinley staff and faculty, performed in front of an
audience of 800 across three nights. The show was written and directed by
McKinley parents Meredith and Jim Scheiner and was choreographed by McKinley
parent Tammi Oberstein. Pictured, fourth-grade boys perform the musical
number “Jump.”
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Going in Style
Bank Heist Steals Your Heart

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

My first inclination when hearing
that Alan Arkin, Michael Caine and
Morgan Freeman would star in direc-
tor Zach Braff’s remake of 1979’s
Going in Style, which featured George
Burns, Art Carney and Lee Strasberg,
was to scream “Sacrilege!” But I was
at a funeral and, fearing the outburst
might be inappropriate, contained
myself. Later, my calmed head pre-
vailing, I got philosophical about it.
While the older set of oldsters was
terrific in this seriocomic bank heist
film, one good turn should deserve
another, especially if it showcases
such national treasures.

Besides, pity is, the economic situ-
ation that stirred the original gang to
embark on a life of crime remains
relatively unchanged for Albert
(Arkin), Joe (Caine) and Willie (Free-
man). It’s summed up in a telling,
early scene when Joe, visiting his
bank to fend off foreclosure of his
home, is forced to the floor during a
bank robbery. Anxious to preserve
life and limb, he offers one of the
perpetrators his wallet. But the bandit
refuses it, explaining in charitable
homily, “It’s a culture’s duty to take
care of its elderly.” “Yeah,” we
think…“he’s right.”

The fact is, our trio of golden agers
is caught in the Catch 22 of Social
Darwinism, a 19th century ideology
that, in direct contradiction to the
social conscience that now prevails
in all enlightened societies, veils its
greed behind a lot of gobbledygook
rationalization. The contention is that
helping folks too much will weaken
and thus preclude them from pulling
themselves up by those much overes-
timated bootstraps. It’s kind of them
to keep us from our inner slothful-
ness. Yet, what they don’t want to
understand is that not everybody is
good at amassing money.

In the specific case of Going in
Style’s senior citizen pals, insult is
added to injury when, through some
deregulated, financial hocus-pocus,
the factory in which they toiled for
some 30 odd years has been allowed
to default on its pension obligations.
Social Security alone won’t keep the
boys above water, each of them fac-
ing their own particular hardship:
i.e.—Joe is determined to keep a roof
over his daughter and granddaughter’s
heads; Willie is going to need a kid-
ney transplant; and Albert, a gour-
mand, would just as soon not attempt
cat food Wellington.

We tear up a tad as these sadly
realistic problems are outlined, our
sympathy certainly amplified by the
thought that, “There, but for the
grace…,” well, you know. But our
guys, contrary to what those fiscal
conservatives might think, don’t go
in for the self-pity stuff. Determined

to do a proper muckrake of this na-
tional shame without bumming us
out, they engage in a cheering, rol-
licking repartee that bravely denies
the severity of their plight. Thanks to
wonderful thespic chemistry, we are
further heartened as the three con-
vince us that they are indeed best
friends.

Similarly, Theodore Melfi’s script,
based on the book by Edward Can-
non, pokes good-natured fun at the
doddering years in general, while in
the same witty and wise vein asserts
the reverence that is due seniors in a
humane civilization. Although much
of it is familiar— and even a bit
overplayed, as in in the case of fellow
lodge member Milton, portrayed by
Christopher Lloyd, who channels his
Reverend Jim from TV’s “Taxi”—
the observations are, for the most
part, accurate. But while dealt an un-
just hand, Willie, Joe and Albert wear
their years with dignity.

A convivial give and take alter-
nates between the sad economic facts
about senior citizens in the richest
country in the world having to choose
between medicine and food, and the
wacky, near burlesque, devil-may-
care antics of these three indomitable
regalers of life’s pageant. And, just to
pepper things with a little romance,
when pretty Ann-Margret’s Annie sets
her cap for Albert, we cheer the ideal
that love, like hope, springs eternal.

The other item that bolsters an ad-
mittedly simple storyline is the un-
spoken question posed by the subtext.
A matter of ethics, it hangs overhead
like the proverbial shoe waiting to
drop. Jokes aside, these fellows are
planning a bank robbery. That’s ille-
gal. Never mind that banks around
the world are regularly being pros-
ecuted for the people robberies they
perpetrate. The last I heard, two
wrongs don’t make a right. The inher-
ent quandary adds an effective sense
of anxiety to an otherwise predictable
scenario.

In short, save for the few Inspector
Javerts and any self-righteous, reac-
tionary members of the U.S. Con-
gress who might be in the audience,
we find ourselves in the curious posi-
tion of rooting for potential outlaws.
This provocatively intrinsic dilemma
amidst “Going in Style’s” warm-
hearted celebration of the human spirit
makes for some socioeconomic mo-
rality to ponder should you and the
Goldblums opt for a little après-the-
ater discussion at the diner. Remem-
ber, they paid last time. But don’t
forget to ask for the senior citizen
discount, if applicable.

***
Going in Style, rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by Zach
Braff and stars Alan Arkin, Michael
Caine and Morgan Freeman. Run-
ning time: 96 minutes.

UCPAC Offers Classes for
Children, Adults and Seniors

Auditions Told for Two
Productions at CDC Theatre

Beckerath Organ
Recital Planned

MILLBURN – Assistant Professor
and Head of the Organ Program at
Westminster Choir College of Rider
University in Princeton, Daryl
Robinson, will play at at St. Stephen's
Church in Millburn on Sunday, April
30 at 4 p.m.

Mr. Robinson has earned critical
acclaim as a solo and collaborative
artist across America and abroad.

Admission to the recital is by do-
nation at the door ($10 suggested).
Students and children accompanied
by an adult are cordially invited to
come as guests. For further infor-
mation, the church can be reached
at (973) 376-0688 or
www.ststephensmillburn.org.

RAHWAY – Artists of almost ev-
ery age and of various talents have a
chance to learn and grow at the Union
County Performing Arts Center's Per-
forming Arts Conservatory this spring.
There are four distinct classes span-
ning from May to July, each taught by
an experienced and accomplished
instructor.

"A Word to the Wise: Art for the
Heart" encourages students to com-
bine words of wisdom with visual
imagery, letting their imaginations do
the work while they create, display,
and discuss their own original art-
work. Words of wisdom that are heart-
beats of world cultures, as well as
one's own sayings and those gathered
from parents, grandparents, and es-
teemed others, inspire one's creation
of visual arts - drawings (pencil, char-
coal, pastels, and crayon), quilting,
crocheting, knitting, bead work, crafts,
poetry, and such. Students bring words
of wisdom and personal sayings to
share, along with their own art mate-
rials. Then relax, create, and enjoy
this heart-healthy artistic experience.
This class is for students ages 12+
and meets Saturdays, May 6 to May
20 from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. The cost
per student is $160; however, seniors
62 and up pay a special price of $95.
This class takes place in the Fazioli
Room at the UCPAC's Hamilton
Stage, 360 Hamilton Street, Rahway.

"Storytelling As Art: The Àse That
Energizes Memory, Arts & Artifacts!"
is a class in which participants seek
new meaning for their lives through
active engagement with intuition,
imagination, memory, sensory and
extrasensory perception, and group
discussion on arts and artifacts
brought to each session. Clothing,
photos, paintings, books, songs, reci-
pes, letters, poems, and other keep-
sakes preserve àse (soul, life force,
divine energy). The art of storytelling
is developed from the creative con-
cept of àse that energizes human
memory, art and artifacts, and tran-
scends the boundaries of the natural
world. Coming to terms with events,
motives, circumstances, and occur-
rences that have shaped their lives,
participants create and tell new sto-
ries filled with àse inspired by
memory, arts, and artifacts. For ages
16+, this class also meets Saturdays,
May 6 to May 20, but from 4 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. As above, the cost per stu-
dent is $160, with the 62 and up price
at $95. This class also takes place in
the Fazioli Room.

Moving on to classes specifically
meant for the younger audience, the
Conservatory is offering "Spring
Comedy Improv for Teens and
Tweens." This class is a six-week
comedy improvisation course for kids
ages 10 to 15 that will culminate with
at least one live performance for fam-
ily and friends. Popular games will
include Freeze and Party Quirks, and
many new ones will be explored. This
course will meet Mondays, May 1 to
June 12 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. The cost
per student is $155. This class will
take place in the Loft at the UCPAC

1601 Irving Street, Rahway.
"Kids Cabaret," an advanced course

and performance opportunity for
young Musical Theater performers,
is being offered to children ages 9 to
15. Participation in this production
will be by audition only. Students will
learn various songs and choreogra-
phy about growing up and engage in
a fast-paced rehearsal process geared
towards approximately five cabaret
performances in local venues in Union
County. Participants must be avail-
able for all rehearsals and perfor-
mance dates. Scheduled performances
include: Friday, June 16, Union, Mov-
ies under the Stars at Rabkin Park;
Wednesday, June 21, the Café at Union
County Performing Arts Center and
Thursday, June 29, Crossroads in
Garwood; and more to be added.
Rehearsal dates are Monday evenings
from May 22 to July 1 in the Loft at
the UCPAC. Auditions are Friday,
May 19 at the Loft with slots from
5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Students are asked
to prepare a verse and chorus of a
musical theater song, preferably with
accompaniment. A speaker will be
available. Payment for the class in the
amount of $225 per student is only
made if the student is cast after his/
her audition.

Enrollment for classes is available
online at www.ucpac.org/performing-
arts-conservatory, by calling the box
office at (732) 499-8226, or by visit-
ing the box office in person at 1601
Irving Street, Rahway. The only ex-
ception is "Kids Cabaret," due to the
audition process determining enroll-
ment. Parents looking to sign their
children up for an audition slot are
asked to visit www.playtheaternj.com/
shows and fill out an online form. A
package deal for registering for two
or more classes is available here, and
offers 10 percent off each class se-
lected: http://bit.ly/2pfTA4l.

"A Word to the Wise: Art for the
Heart" and "Storytelling As Art: The
Àse That Energizes Memory, Arts &
Artifacts!" are both taught by Marjorie
Williams.

"Spring Comedy Improv for Teens
and Tweens" and "Kids Cabaret" are
taught by Amy Fiore, who founded
Play Theater in 2013.

Continuo Arts Concert
Celebrates a Decade of Music
SUMMIT – The Continuo Arts

Foundation presents DECADE, a
concert celebration on Saturday, May
20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Summit Lawton
C. Johnson Middle School. DE-
CADE promises to be a sight and
sound spectacular featuring Continuo
Arts Chorale ensembles including
the Children and Youth Choirs of
New Jersey, Civic Chorale of New
Jersey, Sonare, Seniors Sing!, Alumni
Singers, special guest artists and the
Continuo Arts Chamber Orchestra.
Under the baton of Founder and
Executive Director Candace Wicke,
members from Summit, Short Hills,
Westfield, Roselle Park, Morristown,
New Providence, Berkeley Heights,
Freehold, Parsippany and other
towns across New Jersey will de-
light the crowd with selections from
major performances and events from
seasons past.

Repertoire from Carnegie Hall pre-
mieres, international tours, musical
theater medleys and international
performances will be featured with
multi-media presentations inter-
spersed throughout the show.  One
special guest artist is composer and
conductor Gary Fry. Mr. Fry’s com-
positions can be heard in both the
concert hall and commercially in
jingles for McDonald’s and many
other major U.S. corporations. Mr.
Fry will conduct the Children and
Youth Choirs of New Jersey, both
programs of the Continuo Arts Foun-
dation, in his compositions “Hope”
and the rousing “If You Believe in
Music” with guest soloist Craig
Sanphy.

Since its inception in 2007, The
Continuo Arts Foundation has gar-
nered the attention of the interna-
tional music world as well as here in
the tri-state area.  Continuo Arts en-
sembles have appeared in Carnegie
Hall, Lincoln Center, The Music Cen-
ter at Strathmore and other first tier
venues of note. They have appeared
on tour with Andre Rieu and the
Johann Strauss Orchestra, premiered
Disney’s “The Hunchback of Notre
Dame” in 42 shows at the Paper Mill

Playhouse and were the first U.S.
organization in history to present a
concert inside the Sistine Chapel.

The Continuo Arts Conservatory of
Music was opened in 2016, consolidat-
ing office, studios, ensemble and re-
hearsal hall space. The Conservatory is
located at 36 Chatham Road and offers
a full range of private music lessons,
musical theater programs and is home
to the Children and Youth Choirs of
New Jersey, Civic Chorale of New
Jersey, Seniors Sing! and Sonare, a
young professionals chamber ensemble.

DECADE concert tickets are $20
for Adults, $10 for Seniors and Stu-
dents. Call (908) 264-5324 for tick-
ets and visit www.continuoarts.com
for more information.

CRANFORD – CDC Theater, New
Jersey’s oldest continuously produc-
ing community theatre, will hold au-
ditions for two exciting special pro-
ductions that will take place in the
early part of the theatre’s 99th season.

The 2017 Short Play Festival fea-
turing Standing on Ceremony: The
Gay Marriage Plays, and other short
pieces, will hold auditions on Sun-
day, May 7 at 7:30 p.m. and Monday,
May 8 at 7 p.m. with performances
planned for September 7, 8 and 9.
This special event is a non-equity,
non-paying production and 50 per-
cent of the ticket profits will be do-
nated to the Gay, Lesbian, Straight
Education Network (GLSEN). Audi-
tions and performances will take place
at CDC Theatre, 78 Winans Avenue
in Cranford.

In a second special event, director
Cynthia Ross and cast will ask the
questions: How far would you go for
love? For art? What would you be
willing to change? What price might
you pay? Such are the painful ques-
tions explored by Neil LaBute in The
Shape of Things. A young student drifts
into an ever-changing relationship with
an art major while his best friends’
engagement crumbles, so unleashing
a drama that peels back the skin of two
modern-day relationships. Auditions
will be held on Monday and Tuesday,
May 15 and 16, at 7:45 p.m. at the
theatre, with performances on August
10, 11 and 12 at 8 p.m.

Additional information can be
found by visiting www.cdctheatre.org
or the Cranford Dramatic Club
Facebook page.

NJ Intergenerational
Orchestra to Perform

NEW PROVIDENCE – New Jer-
sey Intergenerational Orchestra’s
spring concert will feature renowned
guest artist, Brennan Sweet, the asso-
ciate concertmaster of the New Jer-
sey Symphony Orchestra. Come to
this free concert on Sunday, May 7 at
3 p.m. at Lawton C. Johnson, Sum-
mit, Middle School and be treated to
beautiful works by Bruch, Respighi,
Beethoven, and more.

NJIO’s Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Artistic Director Maestro
Warren Cohen, will be performing
Beethoven’s Leonore Overture No. 1,
Respighi’s Church Windows, and
Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 2 in D
minor, featuring soloist Brennan Sweet.
The Leonore Overture No. 1 is one of
four overtures that Beethoven com-
posed for his only opera, Fidelio.
Respighi’s Vetrate di Chiesa (or Church
Windows) was written during a prolific
period, three years after his famous
Pines of Rome. Bruch’s Violin Con-
certo No. 2 was dedicated to the famous

Spanish violinist Pablo de Sarasate.
NJIO’s Intermezzo Orchestra, led

by Brian McGowan, will also per-
form a Respighi composition, An-
cient Airs and Dances No. 1, as well
as Boyce’s Symphony No. 4. Com-
posed 10 years prior to Church Win-
dows, Respighi’s Ancient Airs and
Dances No. 1 is based on Renais-
sance lute pieces by the father of
Galileo Galilei and other composers,
inspired by Respighi’s interest in
musicology and early Italian music.
William Boyce’s Symphony No. 2 is
one of eight symphonies composed
by this 18th century organist, whose
works are rarely performed today.

NJIO is committed to ensuring that
its programs and concerts are acces-
sible to all.  For more information
regarding the organization, the con-
cert or to inquire about patron ser-
vices, please contact Mary Beth Sweet
at (908) 603-7691, info@njio.org, or
visit NJIO’s website http://njio.org or
Facebook page.


