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GARWOOD — The borough
council on Tuesday night passed
a resolution endorsing its 2017
Housing Element and Fair Share
Plan. A hearing in State Superior
Court in Elizabeth today, April 20,
will determine whether Garwood’s
Summary of Plan provides a real-
istic opportunity to satisfy legally
required “fair share” of regional
need for housing affordable to
low-income and moderate-in-
come households pursuant to the
state’s Fair Housing Act.

“Today’s special meeting was held
in preparation for Thursday’s hear-
ing. Importantly, we want resi-
dents to understand where
Garwood is in the process, heading
into Thursday’s court hearing,” said
Council President Sara Todisco.

New Jersey Superior Court
granted Garwood a transitional
period to develop a Housing Ele-
ment and Fair Share Plan. If the
council-approved summary plan is
validated in Superior Court,
Garwood will be granted protec-
tions as constitutionally compliant.

“Constitutional compliance with
the New Jersey Council on Af-
fordable Housing or COAH (Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing) is im-
portant in protecting Garwood
from costly builders’ remedy law-
suits,” Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud said. “It would not be
smart to put our taxpayers and
town at risk by not complying
with COAH,” Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock said.

The resolution passed by a 5-
to-1 vote. Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro voted against the reso-
lution. “I will do everything I can
to protect our residents from over
development. I believe we should
do whatever it takes to protect

our town,” Ms. Cuccaro said.
“For our township’s welfare, I

find it disadvantageous for our
council to oppose state court le-
gal precedents. We would gamble
with perhaps 20-to-1 odds of
winning, challenging state stat-
utes on affordable housing. Other
neighboring towns have done so
and lost considerable amounts of
control over what is developed
and paid substantial legal fees,”
Councilman Joseph Sarno said.

Public comments echoed con-
cerns on the developments’ im-
pact on the community. “I am
venting my frustrations. I feel

our town should be renamed
Garboken. I am concerned with
traffic issues and student over-
population in our school system,”
resident Joseph Gola said.

“I am concerned with the flood
impacts post development and
our township’s FEMA rating,” said
40-year resident Jason Broski.
Mayor Charles Lombardo said
specific findings regarding the
FEMA (Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency) rating and pos-
sible flood danger will be clarified
at upcoming meetings.

The shopping mall where Kings
is located was designated as an
overlay site in the summary plan.
“Designating Kings an overlay
site allows for the owner to use
the property with a multi-use
purpose and satisfies COAH re-
quirements,” Mr. Renaud said.

“No plans or negotiations re-
garding such projects have been
discussed or have to be dis-
cussed. The area must be desig-
nated for affordable housing to
be compliant with COAH require-
ments,” Mr. Renaud said.

The summary plan proposes 55
out of 464 new units designated
for affordable housing. The Russo
Development site one will have
30 of 298 units designated af-
fordable-housing units. Russo
Development site two will have
eight of 52 units designated af-
fordable. Russo Development is
the developer of the Casale prop-
erties on South Avenue. The Pa-
perboard development site on
North Avenue will have 17 of 114
units designated affordable.

“I believe I am fighting appro-
priately for our residents and
Garwood’s future. We are making
the best decisions with what we
can do within our legal reach as a
council,” Ms. Blumenstock said.

Correction
An article in last week’s

Westfield Leader should have
reported that household gar-
bage and recycling materials
cannot be mixed. Household
garbage is picked up twice
weekly by the Garwood De-
partment of Public Works while
recycling materials are collected
every other week by Waste
Management, Inc.

Women’s Health Screenings
Open to Cranford Residents
CRANFORD — Women due for

a gynecological checkup are in-
vited to sign up for an appoint-
ment with the Madison Health
Department. The checkups are
open to all women age 18 and
older who live in Madison,
Chatham Borough, Chatham
Township, Cranford and Spring-
field, including nannies and other
household employees and those
without health insurance cover-
age. Regular checkups are an
important part of staying
healthy.

The screenings will be held at
the Madison Health Department,
located in the Civic Center, 28
Walnut Street, Madison, on Mon-
day, May 22, starting at 10 a.m.
Appointments are necessary and
may be made by calling (973)
593-3079, extension no. 1. A
$25 fee may apply if a Pap test
is indicated.

This comprehensive checkup
for women will include manual
breast and pelvic exams, colo-
rectal exams, blood pressure
checks and education on the
technique of monthly breast self-
examination for each participant.
Dr. Rohini Jobanputra will de-
termine with each woman if a
Pap test is advisable for her.

Current recommendations for
Pap test frequency depend on
factors such as age, medical and
screening history and gyneco-

logical concerns.
Healthy habits for women in

addition to annual checkups in-
clude engaging in physical ac-
tivity most days of the week,
eating a nutritious diet that in-
cludes lots of fruits and veg-
etables, and avoiding high-risk
behaviors like smoking and not
wearing a seatbelt.

Women are often the
caregivers for their spouses,
children and parents and forget
to focus on their own health.
Research shows that when
women take care of themselves,
the health of their family im-
proves. When women take even
the simplest steps to improve
their health, the results can be
significant and everyone will
benefit.

The Madison Health Depart-
ment encourages women to sign
up for the screening and also to
pass the word along to other
resident women who may not
know about this service. To make
an appointment for oneself or a
loved one, call the Madison
Health Department at (973) 593-
3079, extension no. 1. Partici-
pants should have their
physician’s name and address
ready when they call.

This community event is con-
ducted by the Madison Health
Department in partnership with
the health departments of
Chatham Borough, Chatham
Township, Cranford and Spring-
field.

Garwood Fair Share Agreement
Heads to Superior Court Today

Chamber to Celebrate
Admin. Prof. Day

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Area Chamber of Commerce will
celebrate Administrative Profes-
sionals Day with a luncheon at
the Garlic Rose Bistro in Cranford
on Wednesday, April 26, at noon.
This day is to celebrate and ap-
preciate the work of secretaries,
administrative assistants, recep-
tionists and other administrative
support professionals.

Participants are invited to rec-
ognize and show their gratitude
and appreciation by bringing their
administrative professionals to
the luncheon.

There will be a buffet lunch,
soft drinks, dessert and door
prizes. The cost of the luncheon
is $20 for Chamber members
and $25 for future members.

Major sponsors of this event
are Schielke Insurance Agency,
Martin Jewelers and Garlic Rose
Bistro.

Reservations must be made in
advance. Registration may be
done online at cranford.com/
chamber or by calling (908) 272-
6114.

Cranford Police Plan
DWI Checkpoint

CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-
lice Department will conduct a
Driving While Intoxicated Check-
point within the township, from 9
p.m. on Friday, April 28, until 3
a.m. on Saturday, April 29.


