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UNSUNG PATRIOTS...John Malar, director of the Cranford Public Library,
displays the book “Forgotten Patriots,” about the contributions of African-
Americans and American Indians during the Revolutionary War. Crane’s Ford
DAR members Bonnie Cierkowski, left, and Barbara Krause recently presented
the book to the library on behalf of Cranford’s DAR chapter.

Crane’s Ford DAR Donates
Book on ‘Forgotten Patriots’

CRANFORD — A rare, 854-page
research volume entitled “Forgotten
Patriots — African American and
American Indian Patriots in the Revo-
lutionary War” has been donated to the
Cranford Public Library by the Crane’s
Ford Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR). The book originally was
presented by the New Jersey state DAR
to Crane’s Ford honoring their mem-
ber Bonnie Cierkowski of Cranford,
who had served the NJDAR as its state
librarian.

The book indicates it is “Dedicated
to the memory of the known and
unknown African American and Na-
tive American patriots, soldiers, and
seamen of the American Revolution.”

“Forgotten Patriots” includes the
names of more than 6,600 individuals.
It further indicates, “But the work is not
done. Undoubtedly there are many other
minority patriots who remain undis-
covered or for whom documentation
does not yet exist.” The history docu-
ments participants in 15 states indi-
vidually, including the Old Northwest.

In the introduction section it states,
“The subtitle of this book — A guide
to Service, Sources, and Studies —
also reveals the several purposes of
the publication. No other similar guide
exists for the history of the participa-
tion of African Americans and Ameri-
can Indians in the Revolutionary War.

The research that has led to this ex-
panded volume is an integral part of
DAR’s ongoing operations that does
not end with this publication. The
subject of this book is essential to the
work of the DAR to document the
history of the role of all individuals in
the Revolutionary War and to pre-
serve it for future generations.”

In the “Final Thoughts” section of
the book, the editor writes, “Untold
hours of research for over twenty-
four years have gone into the prepara-
tion of this book and its predecessor
publication. This is a fascinating and
important subject for anyone inter-
ested in the period of the American
Revolution. And while the research
to identify and document forgotten
patriots will continue as a part of the
daily activities of DAR, it is hoped
that this work will spur others to un-
dertake an examination of their own
ancestry and the rich heritage that
makes up our great nation.”

“Forgotten Patriots” editor and
project manager was the National Soci-
ety DAR Library Director Eric G.
Grundset, 2008. This historical research
volume was published by the NJDAR
in limited edition. Cranford Public Li-
brary Director John Malar accepted the
book donation from Bonnie Cierkowski
and Barbara Krause, representing the
Crane’s Ford DAR.

Literacy New Jersey Slates
Tutor Training Classes

CRANFORD — Literacy New Jer-
sey (LNJ) has announced that regis-
tration is now open for its Fall 2017
Tutor Training classes. A 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization, LNJ is
dedicated to providing free, student-
centered tutoring services to adults
who struggle with reading, writing
and speaking English.

Tutor Training classes will take
place on Tuesday, September 26, 7 to
9:30 p.m.; Thursday, September 28, 7
to 9:30 p.m.; Tuesday, October 3, 7 to
9:30 p.m.; Saturday, October 7, 9:30
a.m. to noon, and Tuesday, October
10, 7 to 9:30 p.m.

Classes on September 26, Septem-
ber 28 and October 10 will take place
at the Cranford Community Center,
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. The October 3 class will be
held at Summit High School, located
at 125 Kent Place Boulevard, Summit,
while the October 7 class will be at the
Elizabeth Public Library, located at 11
South Broad Street, Elizabeth.

After completing the five train-
ing sessions, volunteer tutors are
matched with a small group of stu-
dents from the growing waiting list
of adults who need to improve their

literacy skills. Tutors meet with their
students in a public place, usually a
Union County library, for two hours
each week. New volunteers are
asked to make a commitment of at
least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervision
and support to tutors in the form of
free Professional Development work-
shops on specific topics such as Health
Literacy, Learning Disabilities, Fi-
nancial Literacy and ESL Conversa-
tion and Small Group Instruction.

To volunteer, individuals must be
at least 18 years old, able to speak and
read English and willing to tutor in
Union County. Volunteers do not need
to have any teaching experience and
do not need to speak a foreign lan-
guage. The training will provide vol-
unteers with techniques and strate-
gies for working with adult learners,
as well as sample instructional mate-
rials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable reg-
istration fee to cover the cost of mate-
rials distributed to new volunteers.
For more information, or to register,
call Literacy New Jersey at (908)
486-1777 or e-mail Nancy Lama at
nlama@literacynj.org.
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CANAL CREW...Members of Boy Scout Troop 73 of Westfield, who were
joined by three members of Venture Crew 23 of Fanwood, recently took a
canoe trip on the Erie Canal. During their trip, participants also enjoyed
camping and swimming, as well as visits to several museums and other
landmarks, among them the “Bedford Falls Bridge” known from the 1946 holiday
classic film It’s A Wonderful Life.

Westfield Boy Scout Troop
Canoes Along Erie Canal

WESTFIELD — Fifteen mem-
bers of Boy Scout Troop 73 of
Westfield, along with three mem-
bers of Venture Crew 23 of
Fanwood, traveled to Rochester,
N.Y., July 29 to August 5 for a
canoe trek on the Erie Canal. The
trek corresponded with the 200th
anniversary of the canal’s building.

In addition to paddling from
Rochester to Seneca Falls, the
group visited multiple museums,
including the Erie Canal Museum
in Syracuse, the General Store Mu-
seum in Palmyra, the Women’s

Suffrage Museum in Seneca Falls,
and crowd favorite Wayne County
Museum in Lyons, which features
an 1800’s county jail and sheriff’s
department reputed to be haunted.

Scouts camped at canal locks and
the Lyons Fire House, cooked meals
in camp but also visited some local
restaurants, and swam in Cayuga
Lake. The group additionally co-
ordinated a canal cleanup, picking
up trash and refuse in Newark, N.Y.
A highlight was visiting the
“Bedford Falls Bridge,” made fa-
mous in the 1946 film It’s a Won-
derful Life, starring Jimmy Stewart.

Anyone interested in joining Boy
Scout Troop 73 may contact Scout-
master Seamus Cunningham at
seamusandmichele@gmail.com.

– Obituaries – Charles Ribardo, USMMA Alumnus;
Westfield Resident Was Port Engineer
Charles Thomas Ribardo passed

away on Friday, August 4, after a
long illness.

A resident of Westfield for 46
years, Charlie was a 1966 graduate
of the United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy. He held a Chief
Engineer’s license, sailed for vari-
ous shipping companies and was a
port engineer for Moore-
McCormack Lines, United States
Lines, Farrell Lines, and E-Ships.

He was an active member of the
Society of Marine Port Engineers and
the USMMA Alumni Association.

Charlie greatly enjoyed fly fish-

ing and golf as a member of Buck
Hill Falls, Pa.

He is survived by his wife of 47
years, Leslie Ann Ribardo; two
daughters, Carolyn Nester of
Cranford and Susan Crews of Rich-
mond, Va.; four grandchildren, Jo-
seph, Aiden, Brady and Keira, and
a large, loving family.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the USMMA Alumni As-
sociation, P.O. Box 22011, Great
Neck, N.Y. 11022.

Funeral and interment will be
private.
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Centennial Village
Slates Music Fest

CRANFORD — The Centennial
Village Group will hold its 10th Mu-
sic Fest on Saturday, September 16,
outside of Lincoln School, located at
132 Thomas Street, Cranford. The
event will begin at 4 p.m., with music
and festivities lasting until 9 p.m.
Admission is free.

Members of the community are in-
vited to bring lawn chairs to enjoy an
evening of fun family entertainment,
featuring live music from local artists.
This year’s Music Fest will include
music by local bands Hugo Furst and
The Lovehandles. Food from area ven-
dors, lawn games and face painting
also will be available, as well as a 50/
50 raffle and tricky tray fundraiser.

All proceeds will go towards help-
ing Centennial Village Group’s beau-
tification efforts in the area.

The Centennial Village Group is
made up of volunteers dedicated to the
revitalization and beautification of the
Centennial Village area in Cranford.
In addition to Music Fest, the group
holds an annual 5K race to raise funds
for its continual efforts to improve the
community. For more information
about the Centennial Village and the
group, visit facebook.com/
CentennialVillageGroup.

Library Welcomes All
To Eclipse Celebration

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites the
community to come to the library
on Monday, August 21, at 11 a.m.,
for a family-friendly Solar Eclipse
Celebration.

The event will feature fun family
crafts and activities plus themed
treats, and participants will get to
create their own pinhole camera.
Free eclipse glasses will be offered
while supplies last.

Patrons must have an adult over
the age of 18 sign a waiver to re-
ceive a pair of glasses and/or create
the pinhole camera. Eclipse glasses,
crafts and treats all will be available
on a first-come, first-served basis.

This program is free and open to
all. For more information, visit the
library website, scotlib.org, or call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in the
center of the township.

Phoebe Smith Snyder, 97, Was
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Longtime resident of Westfield
Phoebe Smith Snyder, 97, passed
away peacefully in Fort Myers, Fla.,
on Monday, July 17. She was born in
Jersey City and spent
her childhood years in
Maplewood. After
graduating from Miss
Beard’s School (now
Mor r i s town-Bea rd
School) she earned an
Associate of Arts de-
gree from Penn Hall
Junior College (now
Wilson College) in
Chambersburg, Pa.

She leaves behind
her three daughters,
Gail Andrews
Walraven of Avon,
Conn., Gwendolyn
Andrews Nacos of Montreal, Que-
bec, and Valerie Andrews Williams
of Fort Myers, Fla., and her “fourth
daughter,” Laura Snyder Kranz of
Imperia, Italy. In addition, she
leaves eight grandchildren and
eleven great-grandchildren.

She married the late Jack Frost
Andrews in 1943 and they moved to
Westfield in 1947. She subsequently
married the late Howard Percival
Snyder, M.D. of Scotch Plains in 1965
and remained in Westfield until her
failing eyesight took her to Fort Myers,
Fla., in 2001, where she was a resident

of Cypress Cove Retirement Living
until her death. During her 17 years at
Cypress Cove she expanded their
equipment and services for the other

visually impaired resi-
dents (VIP).

Always one not to miss
an opportunity to travel,
when eldest daughter
Gail’s Girl Scout troop
needed a leader, Phoebe
stepped forward, and as a
new leader, she led eigh-
teen 17-year-olds on a
ten-week trip throughout
Europe. While a widow,
Phoebe continued her
love for travel and made
trips to India, Morocco
and China in her final year
of travel in addition to

visits to her children in different parts
of the world. She also continued
antiquing and bridge while in
Westfield.

Her granddaughter, Hallie Williams,
provided loving care as her personal
assistant for her final four years. Phoebe
was loved by many and will be greatly
missed by all who knew her.

Cremation was arranged by Fort
Myers Memorial Gardens Funeral
Home, Fort Myers, Fla. (239-243-
0014). A private family memorial is
planned for next summer.
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Phoebe Smith Snyder

Knights Announce
Blood Drive Date

AREA — Roselle Park Knights of
Columbus No. 3240 will host an
Emergency Summer Community
Blood Drive on Saturday, August 26,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will take
place at the Church of the Assump-
tion, 113 Chiego Place, Roselle Park,
in lower Chiego Hall — across the
parking lot.

To schedule an appointment, con-
tact Community Blood Services at
(201) 251-3703 or access
donor.cbsblood.org/donor/schedules/
city (city search is Roselle Park).

Westfield Library to Present
Live Streaming of Eclipse

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a live
streaming of the rare solar eclipse
on Monday, August 21, between 10
a.m. and 3 p.m. People can visit the
library at 550 East Broad Street
anytime during those hours.

The trajectory of the eclipse will
not reach New Jersey, but New
Jersey residents can still experi-
ence the amazing view.

Across the country, university
students will send 57 cameras up
by weather balloon to monitor the
2017 total solar eclipse, and the
near-space views will be live
streamed from coast to coast in a
collaboration with NASA.

For the initiative, called the
Eclipse Ballooning Project, teams
from universities across the United
States will fly the balloons as high
as 100,000 feet (30,000 meters),

and the views they send back will
be collected and broadcast live on
NASA TV.

According to the NASA website,
a solar eclipse occurs when the
moon casts a shadow onto Earth.
For a total eclipse to take place, the
sun, moon and Earth must be in a
direct line.

A total solar eclipse is only vis-
ible from a small area on Earth. The
people who see the total eclipse are
in the center of the moon’s shadow
when it hits Earth. The sky becomes
very dark, as if it were night.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday, and 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day. The library is closed on Sun-
day for the summer.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visi t  the l ibrary’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

‘Lego Club’ on Tap
At Local Library

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library, located at 224 Wal-
nut Avenue, Cranford, will host a
monthly meeting of “Lego Club”
for children in grades 1 to 6.

Youngsters will have the oppor-
tunity to work alone or in teams to
create structures in a 45-minute
time span. At the end of each meet-
ing, participants will share their
work with their peers. This is a
drop-in program; registration is not
required.

Admission to all programs is free
and all Cranford residents are wel-
come. For further information and
a list of other upcoming programs,
visit cranfordlibrary.org and click
on the Children’s Department tab
near the top of the page.
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Old Guard to Learn About
NJSO Series For Seniors

Terri Campbell

SUMMIT AREA — Terri
Campbell, sales consultant for the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
(NJSO), will speak to the Summit
Area Old Guard at its Tuesday, Au-
gust 15 meeting, where
she will discuss a “Spe-
cial Series for Seniors.”

The NJSO traces its
roots back to 1922. Xian
Zhang is its current and
14th music director, the
first female director of
the NJSO and one of the
few female directors of
any major orchestra.
Uniquely, NJSO brings
the orchestra to the
people rather than the
other way around. The
orchestra performs in multiple ven-
ues, among them Newark,
Englewood, Red Bank, Morristown,
New Brunswick and Princeton.

It now plans an additional pro-
gram specifically designed for se-
nior citizens. The five-concert se-
ries will take place at 1:30 p.m. on
Thursdays and will include round-
trip luxury coach service.

In addition to her presentation,
Ms. Campbell plans to invite an
NJSO musician to talk about the
new series, and also to play a few
selections. Depending on the in-

strument chosen, a trumpet or cor-
net will provide a brassy sound, a
clarinet or oboe will provide a reedy
sound, the piano or drum a percus-
sive sound, the violin the high-

pitched sounds and the
cello will explore deep
and melodic sounds.

All active men age
50-plus are invited to
attend the Tuesday
morning meetings of
the Summit Area Old
Guard. Meetings are
held at the New Provi-
dence Municipal Cen-
ter, located at 360
Elkwood Avenue, New
Providence. A coffee
hour starts at 9:15 a.m.,

followed by a 10 a.m. business meet-
ing. Guest speakers begin their talk
at 10:30 a.m.

Old Guard members participate
in sports, bridge, hikes, trips, plays,
concerts and other cultural events.
For more information, call Jim
Hewitt at (908) 233-5507 or log
onto the website
summitoldguard.org.
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