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Literacy New Jersey Slates

Tutor Training Classes
CRANFORD — Literacy New Jer-

sey (LNJ) has announced that
registration is now open for its
Fall 2017 Tutor Training classes.
A 501(c)(3) not-for-profit orga-
nization, LNJ is dedicated to pro-
viding free, student-centered
tutoring services to adults who
struggle with reading, writing and
speaking English.

Tutor Training classes will take
place on Tuesday, September
26, 7 to 9:30 p.m.; Thursday,
September 28, 7 to 9:30 p.m.;
Tuesday, October 3, 7 to 9:30
p.m.; Saturday, October 7, 9:30
a.m. to noon, and Tuesday, Oc-
tober 10, 7 to 9:30 p.m.

Classes on September 26, Sep-
tember 28 and October 10 will
take place at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford. The
October 3 class will be held at
Summit High School, located at
125 Kent Place Boulevard, Sum-
mit, while the October 7 class will
be at the Elizabeth Public Li-
brary, located at 11 South Broad
Street, Elizabeth.

After completing the five train-
ing sessions, volunteer tutors are
matched with a small group of
students from the growing wait-
ing list of adults who need to
improve their literacy skills. Tu-
tors meet with their students in a
public place, usually a Union
County library, for two hours each
week. New volunteers are asked
to make a commitment of at
least 50 hours.

LNJ provides ongoing supervi-
sion and support to tutors in the
form of free Professional Devel-
opment workshops on specific
topics such as Health Literacy,
Learning Disabilities, Financial
Literacy and ESL Conversation

and Small Group Instruction.
To volunteer, individuals must

be at least 18 years old, able to
speak and read English and will-
ing to tutor in Union County. Vol-
unteers do not need to have any
teaching experience and do not
need to speak a foreign language.
The training will provide volun-
teers with techniques and strate-
gies for working with adult learn-
ers, as well as sample instruc-
tional materials and activities.

There is a $45 non-refundable
registration fee to cover the cost
of materials distributed to new
volunteers. For more informa-
tion, or to register, call Literacy
New Jersey at (908) 486-1777
or e-mail Nancy Lama at
nlama@literacynj.org.

Crane’s Ford DAR Donates
Book on ‘Forgotten Patriots’

CRANFORD — A rare, 854-page
research volume entitled “Forgot-
ten Patriots — African American
and American Indian Patriots in
the Revolutionary War” has been
donated to the Cranford Public
Library by the Crane’s Ford Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution
(DAR). The book originally was
presented by the New Jersey state
DAR to Crane’s Ford honoring their
member Bonnie Cierkowski of
Cranford, who had served the
NJDAR as its state librarian.

The book indicates it is “Dedi-
cated to the memory of the known
and unknown African American
and Native American patriots,
soldiers, and seamen of the
American Revolution.”

“Forgotten Patriots” includes
the names of more than 6,600
individuals. It further indicates,
“But the work is not done. Un-
doubtedly there are many other
minority patriots who remain un-
discovered or for whom docu-
mentation does not yet exist.”
The history documents partici-
pants in 15 states individually,
including the Old Northwest.

In the introduction section it
states, “The subtitle of this book
— A guide to Service, Sources,
and Studies — also reveals the
several purposes of the publica-
tion. No other similar guide exists
for the history of the participation
of African Americans and Ameri-
can Indians in the Revolutionary
War. The research that has led to
this expanded volume is an inte-
gral part of DAR’s ongoing opera-
tions that does not end with this
publication. The subject of this
book is essential to the work of
the DAR to document the history
of the role of all individuals in the
Revolutionary War and to pre-

serve it for future generations.”
In the “Final Thoughts” section

of the book, the editor writes,
“Untold hours of research for over
twenty-four years have gone into
the preparation of this book and
its predecessor publication. This
is a fascinating and important
subject for anyone interested in
the period of the American Revo-
lution. And while the research to
identify and document forgotten
patriots will continue as a part of
the daily activities of DAR, it is
hoped that this work will spur
others to undertake an examina-
tion of their own ancestry and
the rich heritage that makes up
our great nation.”

“Forgotten Patriots” editor and
project manager was the National
Society DAR Library Director Eric
G. Grundset, 2008. This historical
research volume was published
by the NJDAR in limited edition.
Cranford Public Library Director
John Malar accepted the book
donation from Bonnie Cierkowski
and Barbara Krause, represent-
ing the Crane’s Ford DAR.

UNSUNG PATRIOTS...John Malar, director of the Cranford Public Library,
displays the book “Forgotten Patriots,” about the contributions of African-
Americans and American Indians during the Revolutionary War. Crane’s Ford
DAR members Bonnie Cierkowski, left, and Barbara Krause recently presented
the book to the library on behalf of Cranford’s DAR chapter.

Library to Present
Eclipse Viewing Party
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Public Library will host a Solar
Eclipse Viewing Party on Mon-
day, August 21. People of all
ages are welcome to attend this
event between 1 and 3 p.m. at
Sherman Park, located down the
street from the library, on Lin-
coln Avenue.

Protective eyewear will be pro-
vided while supplies last, cour-
tesy of STAR_Net.

New Jersey will experience a
partial solar eclipse with about
75 percent sunlight blockage,
which should peak at around 2:40
p.m. Participants are encouraged
to bring chairs, blankets and any-
thing else they might need to be
comfortable.

Registration is not required for
this free event and all are wel-
come. To view a full calendar of
events, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

Garwood Seniors Post
Trip to The Staaten

GARWOOD — The Garwood Se-
nior Citizen Club has planned a trip
to The Staaten in Staten Island,
N.Y., for lunch and a show, on
Tuesday, September 12. The cost
is $55 each for Garwood residents
and $60 each for all others.

The bus will leave at 10 a.m.
sharp from the Garwood Fire
House at 415 South Avenue,
Garwood. Interested persons are
asked to make their reservations
as soon as possible by calling
Shirley at (908) 377-5456 or
Jennie at (908) 789-0778.


