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Rec. Commission Says
Goodbye to Three Members

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The members
of the recreation commission con-
ducted their last meeting of 2017 on
Monday night. Commission Chair-
man Peter Echausse began the meet-
ing by thanking Chris Langhart, who
will step down as the group’s board
of education liaison, and Michael
Cash, William Kelley and Jennifer
Czarnecki, whose terms end this
year.

According to Mr. Echausse, the
retiring members have devoted
themselves to serving the commu-
nity and have been instrumental in
the completion of several major
projects including the installation
of turf playing fields and renova-
tions to the Memorial Pool Com-
plex. In particular, he thanked Mr.
Cash who, during his 17 years of
service, often used his expertise in
the bond market to assist with the
debt service plans for major capital
improvements.

In other business, Recreation Di-
rector Don Bogardus advised the
commission that program brochures

for the upcoming winter session will
be mailed next week to residents,
and a new indoor youth sports pro-
gram will be offered on Saturday
mornings for children ages 3 to 5.
Mr. Bogardus also provided a de-
tailed update on the status of the
ongoing renovations to the pool
complex, including the installation
of security cameras and the review
of bid proposals for the refurbish-
ment of the slides and the installa-
tion of air conditioning in the meet-
ing room.

Commission members discussed
the ongoing maintenance work at
Houlihan and Sid Fay Fields, which
includes the vacuuming of the crumb
rubber and minor repairs to the
seams and turf. They also reviewed
proposed schematics for the pro-
posed new restroom facility at Me-
morial Field. Initially, the commis-
sion had investigated the construc-
tion of a new building, but after
receiving bids, which were tens of
thousands of dollars higher than they
had budgeted, they determined the
installation of a unisex, three-stall

Charles Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader
THREEPEAT! NORTH 2, GROUP 5 CHAMPS...The Westfield High School football team and Head Coach Jim DeSarno
celebrate after defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 20-7, for its third straight North 2, Group 5 Championship at MetLife
Stadium on November 30. The Blue Devils extended their “undefeated” streak to 37 games.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ENTERTAINING SHOPPERS...The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Brass
Quintet entertains shoppers in Downtown Westfield on Sunday. The  event  is
sponsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY...Today our nation will commemorate the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, which occurred on December 7, 1941, thrusting
the United States into World War II.

Signature Realty OK’d
For J. Winthrop Space

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning board
on Monday night approved Signature
Realty NJ, LLC for development of a
new office space at 236 Elmer Street.
The space will be utilized by Signature
for its continued residential real estate
business and commercial real estate
business. The retail location has been
“vacant for some time now,” said the
applicant’s attorney, James Foerst. The
location was previously occupied by J.
Winthrop and Co.

“We’re very pleased with the out-
come of this meeting. We have been
doing a tremendous amount of sales in
Westfield. Having a footprint is a great
way to give back to the residents we
have appreciated working with for many
years now,” said Signature Realty NJ
Chief Executive Officer Michelle Pais.

Mr. Foerst said the office parking lot
would keep two non-conforming park-
ing spaces. The town’s ordinance re-
quires a minimum of five parking
spaces. Mr. Foerst said Ms. Pais plans
to make the one space Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
Neither of the two spaces was ADA
compliant.

Mr. Foerst said he would agree to
scale back some landscaping to make
sure the parking space is van accessible.

Ms. Pais stated in her testimony that
the office space would not generate
additional traffic volume in the area.
Agents spend most time prospecting
business or in the field working with
clients. Often consumer traffic is set by
appointment or at non-congestion times,
stated Ms. Pais.

“Where will all the trash be stored?”
asked Westfield Town Planner Donald
Sammet, referring to the amount of old
paper associated with office operations.

Ms. Pais confirmed that the paper

will be removed weekly by a profes-
sional service and stored within the
office until pickup.

The board approved all variance re-
quests except for a variance allowing a
non-conforming freestanding sign. Vari-
ance relief was requested to accommo-
date a 16-square-foot sign with an 8.4-
foot height. The applicant agreed to a
conforming 10-square-foot sign with
an eight-foot height.

Planning board member Robert
Newell said he supports the project
because it provides a “good utilization
of the property.” Mr. Newell said he
agreed with testimony that real estate
offices are not high-volume business
impacting traffic flow.

Planning board member Francis
Smith said the office provides “the flex-
ibility” to what the planning board was
looking for when considering businesses
for specific retail space.

“We look forward to servicing the
community and playing an active role
in giving back as community leaders,”
Ms. Pais said.

The planning board meeting was the
last for the 2017 calendar year. Plan-
ning Board Chairman Vincent Wilt
stated that some members will be back
and some will not be reappointed. Mr.
Wilt stated this is commonplace prac-
tice after elections when an incumbent
does not remain in office. Mayor-elect
Shelley Brindle will be sworn into of-
fice Monday, January 1, after defeating
three-term Mayor Andy Skibitsky in
November.

Mr. Wilt said he wanted to thank all
those community volunteers who will
not be returning to the planning board
and hopes those who remain will con-
tinue to guide new members.

“When you vote as a volunteer, you
vote for the community you want,” Mr.
Wilt said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS SING-ALONG...Shoppers stop to listen to Christmas season songs
byTwisted Moustache, who performed in Downtown Westfield Sunday afternoon
both outdoors and inside several businesses. The event is sponsored by the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Westfield Won’t Have Full-Day
Kindergarten In Near Future

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield will not
have a full-day kindergarten in the
immediate future, the board of educa-
tion was told this week.

Mark Friedman, chairman of the
Long-Range Planning Committee,
said there had been more than 1,500
responses to the online survey asking
residents for their opinion on extend-
ing the current half-day provision to a
full-day program.

The board had heard at a previous
meeting that it would cost each

Westfield household an estimated
$290 a year to fund a full-day kinder-
garten, $40 for a bond to pay for
additional building and $250 to pay
for extra teachers and other associ-
ated costs.

“After careful review of the associ-
ated costs, the results of the survey
and the current uncertainty of many
external factors, the Long-Range
Planning Committee will be recom-
mending to the full board that we not
proceed with a full-day kindergarten
program for the immediate future,”
Mr. Friedman said.

He stressed that the board would
look into other options that did not
create a financial burden for Westfield
taxpayers which would possibly be
an expansion of the current, success-
ful “wrap” program.

In other business, Bob Morrison,
whose company is the board’s audi-
tor, was full of praise for the financial
responsibility of the board.

“As usual, the finances are in good
shape,” he told board members. He
said that the district financial team
had saved the district $460,000 over
four years by refunding a 2006 bond
that they were not obliged to refund
but had kept an eye on interest rates
and jumped at an opportunity that
presented itself; aggregate $5 to $6
million by making a “tricky” switch
to a self-insured health benefits plan,
and $3.5 million by not borrowing
the full amount of the December 2012
$13.6-million bond for roof replace-
ment because the eventual cost was
less than anticipated.

The board said goodbye to three
familiar faces at Tuesday’s meeting
and welcomed one new member to
the team. Mr. Friedman is leaving the
board after six and a half years and
Chris Langhart is departing after one
term of three years. Both men felt the
board had improved significantly
since they joined.

“I could not have asked for two
more thoughtful and conscientious
colleagues. You have both served the
Westfield community in so many
ways,” Board President Gretchan
Ohlig said.

To Mr. Friedman, she added, “As
head of the finance committee, you
have challenged us to operate within
our means without sacrificing the tra-
dition of excellence on which this
district is built.”

And she told Mr. Langhart, “In
very quick time you found yourself
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Redevelopment Proposals
Told for South Avenue II

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Russo
Development’s Ed Russo presented
residents, at a Tuesday night Town
Hall meeting, with two possible de-
velopments, one which will even-
tually be developed at the South
Avenue II site, better known as the
Casale/Petro site. One development
prospect proposes 73 rental units
and the other proposes 52 for-sale
stacked townhome units. Mr. Russo
answered residents’ questions,

while no development plan will be
made official until further planning
board review and borough council
approval.

The 73-rental-unit structure
would yield 108 total bedrooms
while the 52-unit structure would
yield 130 total bedrooms. Mr. Russo
said community impact studies have
shown three-bedroom units would
result in four to five times as many
school children (ages 5 to 18) as
one-bedroom units. Two-bedroom
units create two times as many
school-age children as one-bedroom
units, Mr. Russo said.

Russo attorney Christopher H.
Minks said on average two to three
children enter a school system per
100 units developed, according to
statewide financial impact studies.

Board of Education member Sal
Piarulli said Mr. Russo was dis-
counting his development in
Lyndhurst that resulted in the dou-
bling of a kindergarten class.

“Our district is getting younger
and younger,” Mr. Piarulli said.

Mr. Russo said no one person can
ever tell how many students will
move into a district or how devel-
opment will impact future family
progression as time passes. Mr.
Russo said it is important to look at

comparable developments, for ex-
ample a 188-unit development in
Cranford. The impact on the school
district was “zero children,” Mr.
Russo said.

“It doesn’t matter, you cannot pro-
hibit rentals,” said Borough Attor-
ney Robert Renaud, responding to a
resident inquiry on whether the
stacked townhomes could be rented.

One resident said he feels
homeowners are more likely to care
about a community than a tenant.

The 73-unit proposal would be
comprised of 39 one-bedroom units,
19 two-bedroom units and eight
three-bedroom units, with seven stu-
dio apartments. The development
would have one e-shaped building
allowing for 23 additional munici-
pal parking spaces. Twenty-five
percent of the property is open
space.

Mr. Russo said the stacked
townhome development option
would provide a taller building
structure than the rental unit devel-
opment option.

Mr. Russo said a con from a
developer’s perspective is the rental
development offers 60 percent one-
bedroom units. The resident park-
ing garage would be accessed by
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