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Fanwood Lib. Now Seeks New
Building at Cost of $5 Million
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Memo-
rial Library Director Dan Weiss in-
formed the borough council Monday
night that the new direction of the
library improvements is to demolish
the existing library and construct a
new building. The budget for the new
construction is about $5 million, about
$2 million more than the last plan
presented to the council for improve-
ments and an addition.

The decision to construct a new

building was rendered by a building
committee made up of Councilmen
Russell Huegel and Jack Molenaar,
along with Mr. Weiss, as well as
Friends of the Library representa-
tives Katherine Balch, Pat Plante,
Carol Campell and Ann Minski.

Mr. Weiss said he hopes to receive
at least $2 million from the recently
passed New Jersey Library Construc-
tion Bond Act to fund part of the
project. The borough would need to
submit an application once the Act’s
application process is known, possi-

bly in the first quarter in 2018, Mr.
Weiss said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr asked to have
a draft proposal from the library’s
architect, John Veisz of FVHD, that
provides his proposal for services.

To date, the library has paid Mr.
Veisz about $20,000 for his concept
designs for the renovation and expan-
sion of the library, Mr. Weiss said.

Mr. Weiss envisions the new build-
ing would be more than 10,000 square
feet and would have a basement,
ground floor and second floor, with
an elevator. A large community space
with seating for 100 people, a busi-
ness center for home-based businesses
and telecommuters, and a teen and
children’s library also would be part
of the plan. The ground level would
house the main public facilities, with
the basement for storage, office space
and utilities, and the second floor for
storage and less circulated book
stacks. Mr. Weiss told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the li-
brary now owns a generator that acts
as a measure against flooding in the
basement due to the power to the
sump pump being cut off.

The council has yet to commit to
any project to improve the library.

In a special meeting Monday held
before the agenda session, the bor-
ough council passed seven resolu-
tions and introduced a bond ordi-
nance.

The bond ordinance was introduced
to appropriate $286,640 for capital
improvements, including road im-
provements and renovations to the
building at the Fanwood Train Sta-
tion. The ordinance will have a public
hearing on Monday, December 18.

A reimbursement agreement for
utility relocation on properties within
the redevelopment area was amended
between Rita Mandel and Kenny
Chung to increase the total to $30,000.
The relocation of PSE&G electrical
service is being performed behind the

Pleasant Ave. Application
Carried to Dec. 20 Meeting

Pace of Downtown
Revamp Set to Pick Up

BOE Honors SPFHS Girls’
Soccer Team for Strong Seas.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Applicant
Stephanie Mitterhoff, of 117 Pleas-
ant Avenue, decided at Wednesday’s
planning board meeting to adjourn
her application hearing to the next
board meeting, to be held Wednes-
day, December 20.

Her attorney, Jim Foerst, and her
professional engineer, Matthew
Wilder, had presented to the board
changes that had been made to the site
plan after hearing the board’s con-
cerns back in September.

Ms. Mitterhoff had already installed
a fence, retaining wall, a driveway
and patio pavers to her property that
go beyond what is allowed in her
zone, without first seeking permits or
applying for a variance. She was is-
sued a stop work order, and is now
seeking a variance.

The new plans presented showed a
reduction of 6 percent in impervious
coverage by removing some pavers
and taking away some of the drive-
way surface. Before any improve-
ments were made, the lot had about

40 percent impervious coverage,
where 35 percent is the zone’s maxi-
mum allowable. The new plan has 51
percent coverage. Mr. Wilder had said
a swale and a dry well would capture
stormwater runoff before it could
reach any neighboring properties.

The rear yard neighbor, Vanessa
Hobbs of Montrose Avenue, had com-
plained how the white, vinyl, six-foot
fence that sits on top of a two-foot
retaining wall is “unappealing.”

The board had said since the fence
is on top of the retaining wall, the
fence essentially appears as if it is an
eight-foot fence from the neighbor’s
yard.

There also was concern that the
footings poured for the fence posts
are not to code and that they also
encroach on the neighbor’s property.

Mr. Wilder suggested that the ap-
plicant plant a hedge on the neighbor’s
property to make it more attractive.

“There has got to be an alternative
that is not imposing on the rear neigh-
bor,” said board member David
Blechinger. Ms. Dobbs later said she

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret W.
Hayes, Ed.D., and the board of edu-
cation honored the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) var-
sity girls’ soccer team and coaches
at Thursday’s board meeting after
the team finished their season with
15 wins and four losses and a tie.
The team tied against Westfield in
the Union County Championship,
attaining their eighth consecutive
county championship title.

“This varsity girls’ soccer team
continued the tradition of being one
of the top teams in Union County
and the State of New Jersey,” said
Superintendent Hayes as she read
the resolution passed by the board.

The varsity soccer program has
won the county championship 12 of
the past 13 years, although this
year’s title was their eighth con-
secutive one. The girls’ soccer team
was defeated in the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association
Sectional Tournament semifinals.

Athletic Director Ryan Miller said
because SPFHS is a part of the North
II Group IV conference, the girls
face a tough conference, and al-
ways prevail against opponents who
are ranked among the top 10 teams
in the entire state.

“Your game is circled for every-
one. You consistently prove them
wrong,” Mr. Miller said. “It was an
incredible run you (the team) went
on. To underclassman: follow what
they did.”

The team was directed by Head
Coach Kevin Ewing and Assistant

Coach Matt Tiedemann.
Coach Ewing thanked the girls

for the effort and hard work they put
forth all season. He also extended
gratitude towards the girls’ parents
for their patience and trust even
when he had to be critical of a
player’s performance. He noted that
all criticism was meant to inspire
success in each individual player
and the overall success of the team.

Director of Special Services Lisa
Rebimbas provided updates from
the Electronic Violence Vandalism
Reporting System. Thirty students
were involved in incidents from
January through June 2017. Eleven
students were involved in violence
incidents that included five assaults,
five fights, one threat and one “dam-
age-to-property” case. Other stu-
dents were involved in substance-
related incidents.

“When considering 30 students
out of 3,299 total student popula-
tion, that is something that should
be noted,” Ms. Rebimbas said.

Ms. Rebimbas said the most com-
mon substance issue involved
“vaping” (ingesting liquid nicotine
via vapor form) on school premises.

Anti-bullying coordinator Cailin K.
Frantz, in her fall Harassment, In-
timidation and Bullying Report, said
there were 33 reported investigations.
Total investigations account for stu-
dents in Pre-K through grade 12.

Not all investigations determine
official incidents of bullying, in-
timidation or harassment. Investi-
gation means a report was filed and
the matter was reviewed by the
proper authorities and the parties
involved were contacted.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith is hoping the pace
of downtown redevelopment quick-
ens in the next few months, with the
planning board and township coun-
cil soon to begin weighing in more
formally on vital aspects of the pro-
cess.

At a meeting last week of the down-
town redevelopment committee, the
mayor said a planner’s analysis of
the several dozen properties in the
Phase 1 area, which mainly com-
prises the central business district
along Park Avenue, has been deliv-

ered to the planning board, which
will make recommendations to the
council about which of the 63 prop-
erties should be designated as an
Area in Need of Redevelopment.
Such a designation would give the
municipal government much greater
control over redevelopment of those
properties.

The bulk of last Thursday’s meet-
ing was spent reviewing conceptual
sketches of what the west side of
Park Avenue —where the municipal
building, the adjacent parking lot
and the fire house currently stand —
might look like as redevelopment
moves forward.

The township is still awaiting a
final settlement of litigation with de-
velopers that will result in about
3,000 new housing units — with
about 450 of them deemed “afford-
able” — being built in Scotch Plains
over the next eight years, with slightly
less than half to be located in and
around the downtown business dis-
trict. In September, concept draw-
ings were shown depicting how re-
development of the municipal-owned
properties between Bartle Avenue
and Grand Street might look. Those
renditions showed new buildings
housing a mix of retail and residen-
tial apartments along with a new
library and possible community cen-

ter.
“One beauty that Scotch Plains

has,” said professional planner Vic-
tor Vinegra last week, “is munici-
pally-owned land in the downtown.”
That means housing obligations can
be concentrated in the business dis-
trict on properties the township gov-
ernment can sell to private develop-
ers, he said.

Mayor Smith asked Mr. Vinegra
and his associates at Harbor Con-
sultants to develop some ideas for
development of the west side of Park
Avenue while leaving the municipal
building intact and converting it into
some combination of a cultural cen-
ter and community center, with some
retail perhaps, while moving the po-
lice and fire departments and the
administrative departments of the
local government elsewhere on the
north side.

Mr. Vinegra showed drawings that
depicted a new building consisting
of 90 rental units atop a two-level,
160-space parking deck that would
be located where the municipal lot
now stands. Half of the parking deck
would be for apartment tenants and
the other half would be for munici-
pal use. A driveway would run be-
tween that new building and town
hall and connect Park Avenue and

SOLEMN ANNIVERSARY...Today our nation will commemorate the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, which occurred on December 7, 1941, thrusting
the United States into World War II.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL SCHEDULE…At Sunday’s festivities, Scotch Plains exploded with Christmas excitement. Families enjoyed face
painting, cookie decorating, pony rides, live animals and Christmas songs, highlighted by the arrival of Santa and the lighting
of the township’s Christmas tree on the Alan Augustine Village Green.

Courtesy of Patricia Quattrocchi
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Fanwood residents June and Greg Roser are once again
sharing their holiday spirit with everyone by decking out their home at 83 Paterson
Road, Fanwood, with hundreds of  lights and many holiday figures. Santa will be
visiting the home this Saturday, December 9, from 4:30 until 6 p.m., to meet with
and give gifts to children. Donations are being accepted to benefit the New Jersey
Institute for Disabilities, www.njid.org. The Rosers hope to exceed last year’s
donation by raising $1,000 for the not-for-profit organization.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY TUNES...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Chamber Choir
sings at Fanwood’s holiday party and Christmas tree lighting on Sunday at the
Fanwood Train Station.
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