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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Join us in providing seasons

greetings to your friends in our

Christmas newspaper edition,

Thursday, December 21.

Please fill in the form at

www.goleader.com/christmas

before December 18.

The Leader/TIMES

Magical Thinking of More Debt
Service as Garwood Spaces Rot

Make A Difference For Many People
In Our Community With Just One Gift

Surgents Gymnastics School Responds
To Jorge Rodriguez Incident

The season of giving is here, and
the Trustees of the Westfield United
Fund would like to remind your read-
ers that they can make a difference for
many people in our community with
just one gift! Their support of the
Westfield United Fund helps fragile
seniors who are trying to remain inde-
pendent, low-income families strug-
gling to afford child care, disabled
citizens who need help with the ac-
tivities of daily living, and people of
all ages who need counseling to cope

with depression and other mental
health issues.

For 80 years, the Westfield United
Fund has been a source of aid to our
neighbors in need, and a means for
those with generous hearts to help
them. Please visit our website,
westfieldunitedfund.org, and make a
gift today. Together We Make a Dif-
ference! Thank you.

Rick Malacrea
President, Board of Trustees

Westfield United Fund

Our family gymnastics school has
been part of Union County for 42
years. During this time, we have pro-
vided gymnastics instruction to thou-
sands of families. We are proud of our
excellent standard for child safety.
We consider our students to be ex-
tended members of our family and
prioritize protecting them.

On March 4th of 2016, the parents
of one of our students reported a single
incident involving Jorge Rodriguez to
management at the Westfield location.
The Westfield Police and the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office were im-
mediately notified. The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office opened an inves-
tigation and requested we did not dis-
cuss the allegation with anyone in or-
der to aid the investigation. We volun-
tarily cooperated with the authorities
and provided all information requested
by them to help with the investigation,
which included, but was not limited to,
interviews with our teachers, manag-
ers, students and families. We imme-
diately suspended Mr. Rodriguez upon
being made aware of the allegation.
He was never permitted back to any of
our facilities and we have never heard
from him again.

Like you, we learned of the charges
against Mr. Rodriguez through news
reports. Our thoughts and prayers are
with the child and family involved in
the alleged incident.

The safety and security of your
children is of paramount importance
to us. Here are the steps we take to
fulfill this responsibility:

We have since installed video cam-
eras in the interior and exterior of all

our facilities.
We have video cameras connected

to TV’s for parents to monitor their
children in all areas of the gyms.

All our facilities are designed so
parents can view their child from our
sitting areas.

All instructors are background
checked and go through a compre-
hensive certification process through
USA Gymnastics. These certifications
include not only education on sexual
misconduct but also guidelines for
spotting, equipment set up, lesson
planning, disciplining, motivational
techniques and injury protocols.

We host staff meetings to keep our
teachers current on the newest inno-
vations in child safety.

No staff member is permitted to be
alone with a minor in any of our
facilities at any time.

Any incidents brought to our atten-
tion are reported to local authorities.

We consistently surpass the indus-
try standards for child safety in our
field. We are upset by the allegations
but we wanted our community to know
how seriously we took the accusa-
tions and the complete cooperation
we provided throughout the investi-
gation. Children are precious and any
hint of impropriety at our schools is
abhorrent to us. We have been a pre-
mier member in the gymnastics and
local community and strive to pre-
serve the reputation we have earned,
as is evidenced from the many happy
students that pass through our doors.

James Surgent
Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnastics

I am tired of hearing from certain
council people that we, as a town,
cannot afford to invest in Garwood.
Their argument that we cannot im-
prove the quality of life in our bor-
ough because of Garwood’s current
amount of debt is patently false. It is
austerity politics and has no business
in a growing community with a devel-
oping economy.

Numerous studies have shown that
municipal and government deficit
spending, especially on infrastruc-
ture and public land improvements
like those proposed for Hartman Park,
leads to greater private investment
(e.g., home ownership) in a town.
Republican councilors opposed to the
park and similar projects are engag-
ing in magical thinking if they believe
that our town is better served by com-

mitting even more funds to debt ser-
vice and letting the public and com-
mon spaces in Garwood rot.

Plainly said, I do not pay taxes to
give municipal bond lenders their
money back more quickly than was
agreed — they will get their pound of
flesh in due time. Instead, I pay my
taxes to build equity in the town —
the value of which only increases
when we beautify public spaces and
make the commons more accessible
and pleasant for all of Garwood.

I agree the renovation of Hartman
Park, support Councilors Lazarow,
Blumenstock, Todisco, and
Petruzzelli for being in favor of it,
and urge my fellow Garwoodians to
do so as well.

Michael Callahan
Garwood

Remembering Pearl Harbor,
Honoring All Our Veterans

Seventy-six years ago today, our nation was drawn
into World War II following the devastating Japa-
nese attack on the naval base at Pearl Harbor, Ha-
waii. The surprise aerial assault ultimately destroyed
or disabled 20 vessels, among them eight battle-
ships, and also left stationary aircraft at the base in
ruins. More than 2,400 American military members
were killed, while over 1,100 more were injured.

In the wake of what President Franklin D. Roosevelt
defined as “a date which will live in infamy,” fami-
lies throughout the country desperately awaited word
of the fate of uniformed and civilian loved ones at
Pearl Harbor. Residents of Westfield and other area
towns were among them, as reported in the Decem-
ber 11, 1941 edition of The Westfield Leader. (See
the archives at www.goleader.com/).

As in every other conflict in which Americans
have engaged since our birth as an independent
republic, those caught up in the cataclysm at Pearl
Harbor demonstrated extraordinary heroism, resil-
iency and perseverence on behalf of their fellow
service members and their nation. They and their
peers of that era truly embody the term “greatest
generation,” and our freedom is their enduring legacy.
This legacy also has been carried nobly across
successive generations, from those who served in
Korea and Vietnam, right up to the present day.

Today we commemorate those who made the
ultimate sacrifice at Pearl Harbor, and those who
survived amid such destruction to continue to de-
fend the cause of freedom. Yet in paying tribute to
the valiant of that somber December Sunday in 1941
we also are compelled to remember those veterans

who came after them, many of whom — despite their
patriotism and service — now struggle physically,
emotionally and/or economically — sometimes to
the point of homelessness.

We appeal to our legislators and neighbors alike to
do their part, in their respective capacities, on behalf
of veterans who continue to face serious challenges
long after leaving the battlefields on which they
defended freedom for us and our allies.

Several local programs and events have been
implemented to help address the needs of these
American heroes. Among them is American Legion
Post 3 of Westfield’s March-a-Mile, which aids
homeless and needy veterans. The second annual
march is scheduled for this Saturday, December 9, at
11 a.m., in Westfield’s Tamaques Park. (See article
on page 6).

Another initiative right in our midst is Bravest
First, a free program begun two years ago by Youth
and Family Counseling Service in Westfield to
provide critical mental-health services for area
veterans. Information is available at (908) 233-
2042 or at yfcsnj.org.

An additional resource within our communities is
Bonds of Courage, headquartered at the National
Guard Armory in Westfield. This non-profit organiza-
tion is dedicated to meeting a variety of needs of both
active duty military and veterans, as well as their
families. To learn more, visit bondsofcourage.org.

On this Pearl Harbor anniversary, we salute the
fallen and the survivors, as well as all our military
men and women, before and since, to whom we and
the rest of the free world owe eternal gratitude.

Will Elimination of Deduction
Tax Millionaires to Death In N.J.?

As Congress in Washington, D.C. gets closer to
passing tax reforms which include the elimination of
deductions of state and local property taxes on
federal tax returns, the Democratic monopoly in
Trenton is starting to reconsider whether additional
taxes on the wealthy is a good idea. The reason being
that the combination of losing the income tax deduc-
tion and a state millionaires tax could be the driving
force for the wealthy to further exit our state.

The top 1 percent of earners in our state are
providing New Jersey 40 percent of its revenue, so
hitting them even harder would not seem to be a good
idea. Just look at the loss of revenue that was created
when hedge fund billionaire David Tepper moved
his operations to Florida in 2016. A New York Times
report said he earned $6 billion from 2012 to 2015,
thus his move costs the state hundreds of millions of
dollars in revenue.

The millionaires tax was a key part of Governor-
elect Phil Murphy’s plan to bring in additional
revenue to the state’s coffers along with legalizing
marijuana. On the latter, will local towns change
their zoning to allow for the sale of pot? Another

revenue source the Christie Administration has been
working on is to allow legalized sports betting. The
U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments in the case
on Monday. Only Nevada, Delaware, Montana and
Oregon are allowed legalized sports betting.

In our view, one big problem for taxpayers in New
Jersey is the fact that private sector incomes are not
keeping up with increases in the government spend-
ing; welfare, salaries, i.e. teachers, police and
firefighters. Can middle-income earners continue to
pay such high property taxes? Will our new governor
push for a special session of the Legislature to
address the property-tax problem? Granted, New
Jersey shoots itself in the foot with these taxes.

We ask our Washington, D.C. representatives to
push for changes in the federal tax plan in regard to
the income tax deduction. We also ask that N.J.
officials stop piling onto the property taxes. Chang-
ing the language to eliminate the state and local
deduction is only one part of the problem. Also, there
should be some equality. Some states get more
federal dollars back than they send to Washington.
New Jersey gets back far less than it sends.

Useful Information,
www.goleader.com/help

(Your subscription Renewal Date
and Customer ID are printed on

your mailing label.)

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hoast – To cough
2. Powter – A comon domestic pigeon,

with an inflated breast
3. Holour – A fornicator or

whoremonger
4. Prandial – Belonging to a meal,

especially dinner

ISOCHROOUS
1. Repetitious
2. Being of equal color throughout
3. In accord; agreement
4. Interlaced or linked

TRANSCOLATE
1. To stack or mound
2. To convert or change the character
3. To strain or filter
4. To overturn or transpose

THAUMATURGE
1. A magician
2. A busybody
3. A fight or contest for mastery
4. Range of vision or sight

SCINTILLANT
1. Gritty; sandy
2. A hissing or whistling sound
3. Sparkling; glittering
4. Pertaining to twilight; glimmering

Local Cemetery Among
Sites to Honor Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS — Non-profit
Wreaths Across America (WAA) has
announced that the historic Scotch
Plains Baptist Church Cemetery in
Scotch Plains has joined in the effort
to support the mission to remember,
honor and teach, as an official loca-
tion for 2017. This is the second con-
secutive year that this cemetery will
participate in this national event. The
cemetery will join numerous loca-
tions across the country on Saturday,
December 16, in an effort to “Say
Their Names.”

WAA is a nationwide program in
which wreaths are placed at veterans’
graves in military and private cem-
eteries to honor those who served and
sacrificed. Started in 1992 with the
laying of wreaths at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, the program has ex-
panded to more than 1,200 locations
in all 50 United States and beyond.

Since the program’s inception,
WAA founder Morrill Worcester has
always asked volunteers placing re-
membrance wreaths to take time to
read the name on the headstone aloud.
During the escort of wreaths to Ar-
lington National Cemetery in Decem-
ber 2015, WAA Executive Director
Karen Worcester stated, “A person

dies twice: the first time, when they
stop breathing, and a second time,
when someone says their name for
the last time.”

The national theme for 2017 is “I
am an American. Yes, I am.” Ms.
Worcester noted that, “We’re not here
to decorate graves. We’re here not to
remember their deaths, but their lives.”

There are 85 veterans interred in
Scotch Plains Baptist Church Cem-
etery, including several who served
in the Revolutionary War. Through
the efforts of American Legion Post
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10122, funds have been raised to
place remembrance wreaths on their
headstones and to say the names of all
the local heroes laid to rest there.

The cemetery is located at 333 Park
Avenue at Grand Street near down-
town Scotch Plains. The wreath-lay-
ing ceremony will start at 10 a.m. The
public is invited to participate in this
program.

For more information on Wreaths
Across America and its mission, visit
wreathsacrossamerica.org. The con-
tact in Scotch Plains and Fanwood is
Frank Choynake. He can be reached
at (732) 272-7637 or via e-mail at
fc20amp@comcast.net.

Library Offers
Mobile HotSpots

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that library patrons can now bor-
row mobile HotSpots.

A portable HotSpot taps into a
cellular network, just  l ike a
smartphone does,  and then
wirelessly shares its data connec-
tion with other nearby (within 30
feet or so) Wi-Fi-enabled devices,
such as a smart phone, laptop or
tablet. A HotSpot is not meant to
replace home service but is in-
tended to provide access out of the
house or during a temporary out-
age.

“We are pleased to offer Internet
on the Go,” said Library Director
Phil Israel. “If you’re preparing
for a vacation, business trip or
working in an area without reliable
Wi-Fi Internet access, a HotSpot is
the perfect solution.”

HotSpots, which are available
only to Full-Service Westfield Me-
morial Library cardholders, pro-
vide unlimited data and can be
checked out for 21 days. There is
no international service.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visi t  the l ibrary’s
website at wmlnj.org and sign up
for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
at 550 East Broad Street for a copy
of its award-winning, quarterly
newsletter, “Take Note.”


