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Nurturing Imagination Since 1919 

A Family Musical 

Music—Alan Menken                   Lyrics—Lynn Ahern 

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 
A Flute and Guitar Duo 

On Wednesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

  
 

Program open to all 
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 

and click on the Calendar 
link, or call 908.789.4090 

option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

Come and join us for this wonderful evening concert by 

accomplished flutist Marjorie Koharski and guitarist 

Keith Calmes as they play holiday favorites. 

 

Ms. Koharski is a flutist and piccoloist with the Mon-

mouth Symphony Orchestra, flutist with the Elysion 

Winds Quintet, and a former faculty member of the Mon-

mouth Conservatory of Music. A graduate of the Juilliard 

School, Mr. Calmes teaches at Wall High School. He de-

buted at Carnegie Recital Hall as Winner of the Artists 

International Competition. Don’t miss their music. 
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EPIC PLAY...Upper School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison staged their first fall play - the comedy Epic Proportions - in the new Berry
Performing Arts Center. The show was performed on November 17 and 18.
Leading players included Kallie Schildge of Westfield, Steven Bessette of Scotch
Plains and CJ Stueck of Scotch Plains.

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Signs of the Times

3 & ½ popcorns

Musical Club of Westfield
Plans December Concert

 CDC Plans Auditions
For Crimes of the Heart

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Director Martin McDonagh’s com-
pelling Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri features, among
other things, misogyny, police brutal-
ity, racism, rape, child molestation,
white supremacy, unrestricted gun
possession, and anti-gay sentiments.
But no, it’s not about Roy Moore’s
quest to represent Alabama in the
U.S. Senate. Rather, equally provoca-
tive and similarly chilling, the su-
perbly acted film details a mother’s
rage over her daughter’s unsolved
murder to the backdrop of a small
town rendered dysfunctional by the
above-listed disgraces.

Frances McDormand, playing
Mildred Hayes, the infuriated mom,
is the beleaguered face of survival in
the Missouri town that we suspect
considered itself part of the Confed-
eracy during the Civil War. Suffering
its prejudicial rationalizations and a
barely concealed anger that threads
through day-to-day life in Ebbing,
she reminds of Ben Johnson’s Sam
the Lion in The Last Picture Show
(1971) who, disgusted by all he sur-
veys, declares, “I’ve been around that
trashy behavior my whole life…” No
saint herself, she nonetheless serves
as the tale’s moral compass.

She seethes for revenge with an
adamancy evocative of a Greek myth.
There will be no quarter given, no
forgiveness and no acceptance under
any terms. Only the capture of her
teenaged daughter’s killer and rapist
will bring closure to this tortured soul.
At her wit’s end and fed up by the
local law enforcement’s failure to find
the culprit, she launches, via the me-
dium described by the film’s title, an
ad campaign to shame them into ac-
tion. The three billboards read, in
succession: “Raped while dying,”
“And still no arrests,” and “How come,
Chief Willoughby?”

Placed into a misfortunate,
adversarial position is Woody
Harrelson’s excellently depicted Sher-
iff Bill Willoughby, whose otherwise
fine reputation has won him support
from a majority of local denizens.
They’re more miffed by Mildred’s
move than he is. While seven months
have passed since the vile event,
Willoughby assures the distraught
mom that the investigation has here-
tofore sent the police up only blind
alleys. A nationwide search has un-
earthed no DNA matches, and all
other investigatory methods have
proved equally fruitless.

Meanwhile, the townsfolk, who for
the most part view Mildred’s First
Amendment strategy as a threatening
affront to the status quo, show their
displeasure in both word and deed,
including, but not limited to, beating
up sympathizers and even tossing one
innocent guy out a window. Leading
the reactionary outrage and rounding
out the film’s triptych of nomination-
worthy portrayals is Sam Rockwell’s

severely troubled Jason
Dixon…Willoughby’s gung-ho,
drink-crazed deputy with a mother
complex. He is a civil rights activist’s
worst nightmare personified.

Crime story buffs should note that
while the murder in question is in-
deed flummoxing, there are few rec-
ognizable clues to engage the arm-
chair sleuth. Although we certainly
hope that the killer is caught before
the closing credits roll, writer/direc-
tor McDonagh’s impetus is not solely
the capture of criminals. Out for larger
fish, his muckraking script is an in-
dictment of the regressive mores and
folkways found in all too many nooks
and hollers in America…a bigoted
mindset that deters us from becoming
the enlightened civilization the Found-
ing Fathers had envisioned.

Shades of Bad Day at Black Rock
(1955), except that there is no inten-
tional conspiracy afoot, Three Bill-
boards Outside Ebbing, Missouri is
the anti-Rockwellian portrait of small
town America. There is no friendly
exchange of niceties as polite citizens
stroll the square. It’s all suspicion and
enmity and the sharing of a grudge
about a Southern legacy perceived to
have been stolen from them. Never
mind that it’s all built upon the myth
of a so-called glorious past that really
existed only for the plantation own-
ers. Better to live a lie than face the
stark reality.

Doubtlessly hewed from this in-
herently maladjusted culture, but too
strong a character to let the mass
fiction obscure the rugged individu-
alist in her, Mildred harbors no illu-
sions. Life is hard, and you have to
make the best of it. Fail, and it’s
probably your own fault. She praises
no one; she thanks no one. Look up
Mildred Hayes in the dictionary and
it reads: tough cookie. Sure, she cuts
a corner and even does a few bad
things. But if she doesn’t always strive
for the straight and narrow, at least
she knows what it is. We like the old
gal, and sympathize with her plight.

Woody Harrelson’s Chief
Willoughby as the object of her ire
placed in an untenable position proves
a worthy adversary/would-be
ameliorator. As the onion skins of the
saga peel, we learn there’s a whole
subplot more to him than was thought
at first blush. And then there’s a big
wrinkle of a surprise. While matters
don’t lead to the traditional conclu-
sion usually expected of such murder
mysteries, Three Billboards Outside
Ebbing, Missouri instead advertises
and invites for contemplation the idea
that justice might be realized in the
form of a moral twist.

***
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,

Missouri, rated R, is a Fox Search-
light Pictures release directed by
Martin McDonagh and stars Frances
McDormand, Woody Harrelson and
Sam Rockwell. Running time: 115
minutes.

NJIO Celebrates Season
With a Free Family Concert

McGinn School Dedicates
Community Garden

IN HER HONOR...Former McGinn School Nurse Connie Salisbury with Ekrem
Sikel is presented with a plaque dedicating the community garden in her honor.

WESTFIELD – The public is in-
vited to attend a free concert set for
Wednesday, December 13 at 1:30 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm Street in Westfield. Given by
members of the Musical Club of
Westfield and guests, this event is one
in a series of free monthly concerts
mounted by the club, which is now
celebrating its 102nd season.

Organist David Bower will begin
the concert with a Bach Chorale Pre-
lude, Sheep May Safely Graze. This
will be followed by Marcel Dupre’s
Variations sur un Noel, La Nativite
composed by Jean Langlais, and end
with Suite Gothique by Leon
Boellmann.

As accompanist, Mr. Bower will
join soprano Barbara Krause for the
second portion of the concert, A Gift
of Sacred Songs. Mrs. Krause’s se-
lections will include John Jacob Niles
arrangement of I Wonder As I Wan-
der, Frank’s Panis Angelicus and “He
Shall Feed His Flock” from Handel’s
Messiah as well as pieces by Berlioz,
Reger and Malotte.

The program will conclude with
selections from  Debussy’s Preludes
Book 2 performed by pianist Carolle-
Ann Mochernuk. Mrs. Mochernuk
will be joined by flutist Susan Gra-
ham for Francois Borne’s Fantaisie
Brillante, (on themes from Bizet’s
Carmen.)

The audience is invited to a recep-
tion following each concert to enjoy
light refreshments and to meet the
artists.

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion, the mission of the Musical Club
is to foster and encourage music by
providing opportunities for perfor-
mance and supporting college musi-
cians with scholarships. More infor-
mation about membership in the club
can be found by visiting
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

NEW PROVIDENCE – The New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will continue their 2017-
2018 season with their annual Fam-
ily Holiday Concert on Sunday,
December 17. The performance will
begin at 3 p.m. at New Providence
High School 35 Pioneer Drive, New
Providence, and will feature per-
formances from all three of NJIO’s
orchestral ensembles, as well as the
special guest, Australian ensemble
Arts Alive. NJIO’s featured soloist
will be the second-place winner of
the Young Artist Concerto Compe-
tition, violinist Eilene Lee. Admis-
sion is free.

Concertgoers will enjoy a variety
of selections that celebrate tradi-
tions of the season, including popu-
lar works like Leroy Anderson’s
“Sleigh Ride.”  Talented young so-
loist Eilene Lee will be performing
the incredible Violin Concerto #1
by Max Bruch.  Bring the whole
family to celebrate the holiday sea-
son with music and fun with NJIO!

Soloist Eilene Lee studied with
Yu-Jeong Lee and currently is a
student of Naoko Tanaka at The

Juilliard School, pre-college divi-
sion. She enjoys playing in many
orchestras, including the Juilliard
Pre-College Symphony.  She also
volunteers at various charitable
events with her chamber group and
the Good Neighbor Ensemble.

The Arts Alive Combined Schools
Band Program is comprised of some
of the most talented young musi-
cians from various public schools
in the Northern and Western Sydney
areas.  Together with their conduc-
tor, James Hill, the group has had
the opportunity to perform at many
prestigious events and concerts, in-
cluding an annual performance at
both Sydney Opera House and
Sydney Town Hall.

Be sure to arrive to the concert a half
hour early to enjoy a short yet delight-
ful performance by NJIO’s Prelude
Ensemble, as well as a performance by
the Flute Choir at intermission.

NJIO is committed to ensuring
that its programs and concerts are
accessible to all. For more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Beth
Sweet at (908) 603-7691, or
info@njio.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS – McGinn
School staff, students, and commu-
nity members celebrated former
McGinn School Nurse, Connie B.
Salisbury on November 8 by dedicat-
ing their second garden to her. Ms.
Salisbury was intricately involved in
the creation and care of McGinn’s
gardens and continually sought ways
to expand student connections with
them.

Second Grade Teacher, Dorothy
Lusk, spoke about Ms. Salisbury’s
deep-rooted ties to McGinn’s com-
munity from her own children who
attended McGinn to the students she
cared for.  Ms. Salisbury’s daughter,
Allyson, was present, as was School
Superintendent Dr. Margaret Hayes.

Dr. Hayes read the words on the
plaque: “Dedicated to Connie B.
Salisbury: For Her Development and
Care of McGinn’s Gardens and For
Her Many Years of Dedication and
Service to the McGinn Community.”

Another special guest, Dr. Marco
Baptista, shared special seeds for Ms.
Salisbury to plant in her garden: Space
Seeds. Dr. Baptista donated lettuce
seeds, which came from the Interna-
tional Space Station and will now be
shared on earth with students and the
community. As per the Kids Dig in
Grant through Union County, at least
one third of the produce grown in the
Connie B. Salisbury Community Gar-
den will be donated to local food
pantries.

Free Photos With Santa
Planned in Westfield
 WESTFIELD – The community

is invited to Ono Bowls located at
107 Quimby Street in Westfield on
Saturday, December 9 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., to have a photo taken with
Santa.  A photographer will take
your child’s picture with Santa and
provide interested participants with
a photo free of charge. Participants
are asked to bring a gift to be do-
nated to the unfortunate to help
brighten their day during the Holi-
day Season.

On Sunday, December 10 from
noon to 3 p.m., the community is
invited to bring their child/children
to make magic reindeer food and an
ornament to take home. Menorah
coloring will also be available.
There is a mailbox set up at for
children to send their special letter
to Santa at the North Pole. Santa
letters must have a return address.

For more information please visit
www.onobowls.net or contact (908)
588-2087 with any questions.

CRANFORD – Winner of the 1981
Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Crimes of
the Heart, is warm-hearted, irrever-
ent, zany and brilliantly imagina-
tive. The play teems with humanity
and humor as it examines the plight

of three young Mississippi sisters
betrayed by their passions. Audi-
tions will take place at CDC Theatre,
78 Winans Ave. in Cranford on Sun-
day, December 17, from 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. and Monday, December 18,
from 7 to 9 p.m. Sides will be distrib-
uted for auditions. The show will run
from February 16th through the 24th
with rehearsals beginning Saturday,
January 6. Additional information
can be found at the theatre’s website
cdctheatre.org

Westfielder to Perform
With Morris Choral Soc.

MORRISTOWN – The Morris Cho-
ral Society presents its Annual Holi-
day Spectacular “Resounding Joy”
over the weekend of December 9 and
10 at the Bickford Theatre at the Mor-
ris Museum. Under the baton of Music
Director Jason Tramm, the chorus will
perform seasonal favorites including
works by John Rutter, Camille Saint-
Saens, Ola Fjeilo, and George Frideric
Handel along with some holiday sur-
prises. Singing with the chorus will be
Westfield resident Ian Schwartz.

Performances of the concert will
take place at the Bickford Theatre at
the Morris Museum, 6 Normandy
Place in Morristown on Saturday,
December 9 at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
December 10 at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$25 for adults, $20 for seniors and
$15 for children under 18. Tickets are
available at the Bickford Theatre box
office, (973) 971-3706. For more in-
formation, call (973) 998-7239 or
visit www.morrischoralsociety.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


