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line. He put it a little more hum-
bly. Simply, he won us the game
there with that strip sack and
return for a touchdown. They had
strong runners and they had good
receivers. I am so proud of Jordan
Barham on that,” Elliott said.

Dayon rattled the Panthers’
spirits early in the second quar-
ter when he read Verano’s eyes.
As soon as the ball reached re-
ceiver Justin Bryant’s hands on
the right flats, Dayon was there
to deliver a six-yard throw for a
loss at the Panther 22. A poor
punt gave Westfield possession
at the Panther 47 then running
back Tim Alliegro broke free for a
47-yard TD with 9:25 lef in the
half. Aidan Boland kicked the
point after.

“We talked about that play in
film. Everybody did their job.
‘Vall’ made him throw it over and
I had time to get over there. It
was all of us. It wasn’t just me. I
came up with the play obviously
on the stat sheets but I don’t
care about that. Everybody did
their job on the play,” Dayon
emphasized.

Dayon was not finished wreck-
ing the Panthers’ dreams. On
their next series, he intercepted
Verano’s pass and returned it to
midfield. After a 37-yard recep-
tion by Griffin Rooney and later a
22-yard reception by Emmett
Smith that put the ball on the
one, Vall-Llobera smashed
through for the touchdown and a
14-0 lead with 5:32 on the clock.

“I saw it pop up. I had to come
down with it. I struggled last
year with picks and I ended up
with three this year, so I im-
proved on that. I was in cover-
age. It fell in my hands. It was a
blessing,” Dayon said.

Vall-Llobera was happy with
how his offense was able to pro-
duce fine blocking at the right
time.

“Absolutely! I love those guys.
Those are the guys we go against
every practice. We work each
other so hard and that’s why
both of the lines are the way they
are the last three years,” Vall-
Llobera explained.

Special teams played a major
role in the second half. Will

Kessler’s punt appeared to be
heading for the Panther end zone
but McDaniel got to the ball
quickly and downed it at the two.
Early in the fourth quarter Kessler
got off another fine punt that put
the Panthers deep in their own
territory. Then finally as time
was running down, Barham pulled
off his magical trick and McDaniel
glided into the end zone with
1:27 on the clock.

The master of “refuse to lose”
Dayon said, “We say that all the
time. We refuse to lose. It may
not be pretty how we win but a
‘W’ is still a ‘W’ on the record
books. That’s all that matters.
We take pride competing with
one another and we love being in
battles. That’s our mentality.”

“We refuse to lose. We had a
couple of close games. It didn’t
matter about the score, as long
as we win. It’s all that matters,”
Barham added.

“We trusted each other since
the beginning and we did it all 12
games. We took it game-by-
game,” Vall-Llobera said.

“No I never thought we would

be here. Deep down we wanted
to get here. We bore down. Ev-
ery day we practiced hard and
we knew we could get here,”
Barham said.

“The past three years they [pun-
dits] have been saying we were
going to lose, so this is nothing
different. People doubted us and
people doubted us all year long.
And that’s just overcoming this
adversity. It’s special,” Dayon
expressed.

“When I was playing PAL, we
never imagined it. We won our
first title in eighth grade. But it
really hasn’t sunk in yet. I’m sure
it will,” Elliott said.

With its third straight win, ac-
cording to a comment made by a
Leader volunteer photographer,
“Westfield has won more games
at MetLife the past three years
than the Giants have won this
year.”

“That is true! The lights are
going off here but it’s a great
feeling. It hasn’t sunk in yet but
give it 10 minutes and I will be in
tears. It’s a great game. I am
proud to play with my brothers

every day. I’m so happy that I’ve
never lost in my high school ca-
reer. It’s just a gift from God. I
pray for my teammates. I pray
for coach DeSarno. It was a group
effort. I am proud of everybody,”
McCauley expressed.

“We take pride in it. We think
this is our home field now.
Threepeat! How much better can
you end a career? These are the
guys I have grown up with since
third grade and this is the way I
wanted it to end,” Vall-Llobera
expressed.
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