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Freeholders OK $1.6 Mil.
In Contracts for Bridges

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday hired
engineers for a half dozen projects
mostly involving replacement of small
or what are known as minor bridges
totaling almost $1.6 million.

The projects include: right-of-way
agreements for Gordon Street bridge
replacement from West First Avenue
to Westfield Avenue in Roselle and
Roselle Park, $203,720; rehabilita-
tion of Springfield Avenue bridge in
Berkeley Heights, Tony & Son, Inc.,
of Colonia, $782,909; replacement
of Stelle Avenue over Cedar Bridge
in Plainfield, Remington & Vernick
Associates of Secaucus, $144,184;
design and construction administra-
tion and inspection services for re-
placement of Watchung Avenue mi-
nor bridge over a stream in Plainfield,
Alaimo Group Consulting Engineers
of Mount Holly, $214,270; design
and construction administration and
inspection services for replacement
of Shunpike Road minor bridge over
a stream in Summit, Neglia Engineer-
ing Associates of Clark, $124,828;
and design and construction adminis-
tration and inspection services for
replacement of Lawrence Avenue
minor bridge in Mountainside,
Remington & Vernick Associates of
Secaucus, $121,469.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
Department of Public Works, Engi-
neering and Facilities, said the cost of
the Gordon Street bridge is covered by
the right-of-way agreements and that
he anticipates the county going out to
bid on the project by this summer.

A $100,000 contract was awarded
to the Union County Economic De-
velopment Corp. (UCEDC) to pro-
vide procurement training and tech-
nical assistance to private businesses
in the county.

“Union County businesses that are
interested in doing business with the
government can go there and get (in-
formation) on how to do that. Just last
year they provided assistance to 89
clients, $116 million in government
contracts were awarded, and 440 jobs
were created or retained as a result of
those contracts,” said Amy Wagner,
director of economic development.
She added that UCEDC offered 35
different training sessions “on vari-
ous topics with different branches of
government.” A total of 2,544 per-
sons attended the sessions in 2016.

UCEDC was approved for a sec-
ond $100,000 contract to provide
general economic development ser-
vices to private businesses in Union
County. Ms. Wagner said UCEDC
through the contract provides
mentoring training and finds loan
products specific to the business seek-
ing assistance. In 2016, 18 loans were
provided to Union County businesses
in excess of $1 million, 34 jobs were
created and 103 positions were re-
tained as a result of the services they
received, 417 mentoring hours were
completed and reports filed for the
county such as development projects.

Kenilworth resident John Bury said
the county has given UCEDC “al-
most $4 million” since 2014.

The board approved a resolution
congratulating Undersheriff Gerald

Green, Jr. upon his retirement from
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
According to a list of county employ-
ees published on the Union County
Watchdog Association website, he has
been a county employee since De-
cember 16, 1989.

The board also passed a resolution
remembering former freeholder Frank
Lehr of Summit, who passed away on
February 8. He had been a freeholder
in the 1980s and 1990s during two
different stints on the board.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said Mr.
Lehr “made significant contributions,
not only to this county, but to the City
of Summit.”

“He was a gentleman, he worked
hard for the county and the City of
Summit, and I always enjoyed my
conversations with him. He’ll be
missed,” Mr. Mirabella said, noting
that he ran against Mr. Lehr for free-
holder in 1997. Mr. Lehr was also a
former Summit mayor.

The board also passed several
memorandum of understanding reso-
lutions with First Tee of America
Raritan Valley Chapter regarding
youth golf programs at the Galloping
Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.
Armando Sanchez, director of recre-
ational facilities, said 1,100 young-
sters participated in First Tee pro-
grams last year at Galloping Hill.

Mr. Mirabella said First Tee teaches
Union County youth “not only golf
skills but life skills.”

A $1,725 livestock mortality policy
for the county’s Watchung Stable was
renewed with the Great American As-
surance Company in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Mr. Bury questioned the amount per
horse.

“I noticed it is also for unforeseen
circumstances. So I assume if they
die of natural causes it doesn’t pay
off, which is a dumb way to buy
insurance,” Mr. Bury told the board.
“Is this a accidental policy on horses
that will probably never pay off?”

Department of Administrative Ser-
vices Director Michael Yuska said
the policy pays $2,875 per horse in
event of death. “The replacement of a
horse is anywhere from $3,000 to
$5,000....So we consider this a fairly
equitable” policy, noting that most
counties that operate horse facilities
have similar policies. He said the
policy covers injuries like attacks by
an animal or a broken leg.

Mr. Mirabella, chairman of the
board’s fiscal affairs committee, an-
nounced that the committee will hold
budget hearings on the following dates
and with the following departments:
Tuesday, February 28, Galloping Hill
Golf Course Clubhouse in
Kenilworth: departments of engineer-
ing, public works and facilities; hu-
man services; parks and recreation;
public safety and corrections; Thurs-
day, March 9, Union County Admin-
istration Building, Elizabeth, office
of county clerk, prosecutor’s office,
county sheriff, and county surrogate;
Monday, March 13, Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools Ad-
ministration Building in Scotch
Plains, administrative services, county
counsel, economic development, and
Board of Elections.

All of the meetings begin at 5 p.m.
The public is invited to attend but
may not ask questions.

“The freeholder board will then
conduct their review before voting to
introduce the budget later this year,”
Mr. Mirabella said.
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LEADER IN CUBA...Westfield resident Deborah Enix-Ross displays a copy of
The Westfield Leader in front of the Ernest Hemingway Museum in Havana, Cuba.
In February 2017 Ms. Enix-Ross visited Cuba as part of a delegation of lawyers
from the American Bar Association.

Courtesy of Jonathan Delano
A SIGHT TO SEE...Cranford resident Robert Schott stands next to this eight-
foot-tall snow Minion that he built. The snow Minion, in the front yard of his
Springfield Avenue home, took him 16 hours to build. He started on Saturday
night and finished on Sunday. Minion characters were featured in the Despicable
Me movies.

Rec. Panel Backs Wildflower
Meadow at Zoo Property

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recre-
ation commission reacted enthusi-
astically to a proposal from the en-
vironmental commission to plant a
wildflower meadow at the former
zoo property.

Chrissy Szpond, chairwoman of
the environmental commission, out-
lined the idea at the recreation
commission’s meeting on Monday
night, saying the plan is for the
meadow, which will be about a quar-
ter-acre in size, to be located on a
grassy field at the northwest corner
of the six-acre park. She explained
that a wildflower meadow is a mix
of hardy flowering plants and
grasses that recreate a natural habi-
tat, similar to ones that have
sprouted up in recent years along
the Garden State Parkway and in
Warinanco Park in Roselle.

She told the recreation commis-
sion that maintenance of the
meadow, once planted, is minimal.
“Once you put it into place, you

never have to touch it again,” she
said.

One question yet to be determined
is whether a fence of some type will
be needed to ward off the local deer
population. Mayor Al Smith, who
attended Monday’s meeting, in-
quired about the risk from deer,
which are particularly prevalent in
that area of Scotch Plains. Ms.
Szpond said she expects the meadow
to be so dense with plantings that
deer may be able “to pick off a few”
plants, but not too many. She said a
similar, unfenced garden at Ramapo
College in Mahwah has not had any
problems with deer.

The cost of putting the meadow
into place is minimal, Ms. Szpond
said. The township’s recreation de-
partment and public works person-
nel would prepare the soil for plant-
ing, with the seeds costing slightly
more than $100 while water would
run about $45. Among the benefits
of the meadow, she said, is that it
could lead to certification from a
non-profit environmental group
called Sustainable Jersey, a desig-
nation that could help the township
apply for and secure certain grants.

Recreation commission members
backed the idea, with township Rec-
reation Director Matt Mercurio call-
ing it “a no-brainer” and adding that
public works personal were “ec-
static” about the proposal.

In other business, Mr. Mercurio
— along with Commission Chair-
man Mike Walsh and township
council liaison Rose Checchio —
have begun holding quarterly meet-
ings with officials from the various
independent sports leagues to dis-
cuss matters such as playing field
issues and permit requests. Mr.
Mercurio called the most recent
meeting held last week “extremely
positive.”

During a brief discussion of parks
and recreation budget issues, Mr.
Walsh said he wanted to also for-
mulate a long-term plan for issues
that will need to be addressed sev-
eral years in the future, including
the eventual replacement of the ar-
tificial turf at the southside soccer
field — and, possibly, the develop-
ment of a community center. Also
discussed, briefly, was the idea of a
community swim club and how such
a facility might be operated.

Mr. Mercurio also told the com-
mission that the summertime Fri-
day night movies and Thursday night
concerts will be under the purview
of the recreation department after
having been sponsored in recent
years by the cultural arts commit-
tee. He said he will strive to broaden
the appeal of both events so that a
wider range of ages will attend. He
also announced that the annual Eas-
ter egg hunt will take place on Sat-
urday, April 8, at 11 a.m.
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Turf Field
program. Superintendent Birnbaum
said the goal of the program is to help
struggling students achieve exemplary
scores on test day.

 The program is backed by statistical
data retained on each student’s perfor-
mance to date. The superintendent said
all students must be reinforced in be-
coming excellent residents of the com-
munity. Hillside Avenue School third-
grade students won the 2016 Students
Change Hunger Food Drive, sponsored
by the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey. The students donated over 1,000
pounds of canned and boxed food. The
food was collected from October
through December.

Policy changes were prepared for
first reading and will be confirmed or
denied by the board of education. The
policy changes will address smoking
prohibition, admission, conduct and dis-
cipline, married and pregnant students,
illness, and guidance services.

The baseball turf field has been de-
layed. The project will not be com-
pleted by March 1. The infield will be
a darker brown turf and a blue and
yellow C will be emblazoned behind
home plate. A main factor pending
project completion is the weather.
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Engineer
The committee also heard budget

presentations from the Downtown
Management Corporation (DMC), the
township assessor’s office and the
municipal court.

Judge Mark Cassidy said the court’s
revenues have increased in the last
five years from $996,266 in 2011 to
almost $1.3 million in 2016, just un-
der a 30 percent growth rate. Parking
and moving summonses and criminal
and code enforcement cases have in-
creased. Driving while intoxicated
offenses are down.

Criminal cases will continue to in-
crease since the state constitution was
amended this January, Mr. Cassidy
said. The amendment, in part, has
resulted in drug possession cases be-
ing remanded from the county court-
house to the municipal courts, he said.

The DMC requested to replace 396
Victorian street lamps in the down-
town, and switch them with an LED
street lamp in a style that would re-
semble the original lamps. The cost

not believe that the mayor should
be the only decision maker when it
comes to rules for said department.”

Councilwoman Cuccaro stated that
the council should be given the 79-
page rules and regulations document
that was modified by Chief Underhill,
as well as the original, “to see the
pertinent changes that were made.”

Mr. Paterson asked if the depart-
ment heads had sent in their sugges-
tions on how to trim their budgets,
referring to a comment made by Coun-
cil President Sara Todisco at the Janu-
ary 24 council meeting. At that meet-
ing, Council President Todisco stated
that she has asked all department
heads to “come up with three ways to
save money” and asked them to give
her a short summary about their bud-
gets. She stated she had not yet re-
ceived those reports. Two more de-
tailed budget discussions, open to the
public, will take place on Thursdays,
March 9 and March 23, at 7 p.m., at
Borough Hall.

In other news, Brownie Troop
40920 members were awarded proc-
lamations from Mayor Lombardo for
making candy sleds for the Garwood
Senior Citizen Club’s Christmas party.
It was reported that the new light at
the intersection of South Avenue and
Center Street is now functional and it
no longer offers left-turn arrows. The
temporary pavement on the four cor-
ners of the intersection will be re-
placed in the spring with cement.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, at 7 p.m., in Council Cham-
bers, located at 403 South Avenue.
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would be over $550,000. The town-
ship would see a reduction in electric-
ity costs by between 70 to 80 percent,
DMC Board Member Paul LaCorte
said.

In other business, the township
committee agreed to go out to bid for
banking services. Investor’s Bank
representatives attended the meeting
and said the township could save
$5,000 per month by switching to
Investor’s Bank. Currently, the town-
ship banks with Two River Savings
Bank.

The committee also agreed to re-
pave a resident’s driveway on
Herning Avenue. The township re-
cently had Herning Avenue repaved
and as a result led to damage of the
resident’s driveway where it meets
the road.

Resident Michael Mason of Wal-
nut Avenue inquired about the dam at
Droescher’s Mill and cleanup of tree
limbs along the walking path from
Lincoln Park to South Avenue.
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Rogut McCarthy was awarded a

contract to provide general litigation
legal services at a cost not to exceed
$20,000.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins an-
nounced he would host two budget
workshops for residents who wish to
have input or ask questions. The first
workshop will be held Monday, Feb-
ruary 20, and the second March 5, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 108 of the munici-
pal building.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall announced the township has
completed the transaction of purchas-
ing the land at 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue. On December 28, the com-
mittee voted, by a 4-to-1 tally, to
purchase the 16 acres of land for $18
million from S. Hekemian Group.
Next, the township is to develop a
Request for Proposal to sell the land
to a developer, Mr. Wall said.

During the conference session held
prior to the public meeting, Library
Director John Malar said he is to
retire at the end of the year after
serving 29 years to the library. He
also said the library is to begin offer-
ing patrons online access to “hoopla”
via the library online resources and
would require a library card login.
Patrons can have access to music,
movies, e-books, comics, TV shows
and more for two weeks. The library
plans to launch it Friday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOVE NOT HATE...These youngsters stand in front of a newly constructed
"Wall (of Love)" that's blooming on a homeowner’s fence in Westfield along
Rahway Avenue. Westfield residents have been encouraged to put up conversation
hearts with quotes and decorations, and to decorate the fence with love, as a
message about love and respect in Westfield in time for Valentine's Day. The
family offered free coffee, hot chocolate and doughnuts for the community and for
students heading to school on Valentine’s Day on Tuesday.

Cranford Man Arrested for
Bank Robbery In Ohio

CRANFORD — A 60-year-old
Cranford man has been arrested and
charged with robbery at an Ohio bank.

According to
an online press
release from the
G r a n d v i e w
Heights, Ohio,
police depart-
ment, Karl
Schlenker was
arrested as a re-
sult of an investi-
gation into a rob-
bery that oc-
curred at PNC
Bank, at 1530 West First Avenue in
Grandview Heights, on January 31.

Grandview Heights Police detec-
tives filed an arrest warrant for
Schlenker. Detectives from
Grandview Heights and Cranford
Police apprehended Schlenker with-
out incident at his New Jersey home
on Monday.

Schlenker allegedly walked into

the PNC Bank and passed a note to a
bank employee that demanded cash.
The suspect stated that he had a bomb

in a bag that he
was holding. The
bank employee
complied with
his demands, and
the suspect left
eastbound after
placing the bag
by the exit doors.

The Columbus
Fire Bomb
Squad was called
to the scene, and

after inspection, it was determined
that there were not any explosive de-
vices at the scene, according to
Grandview Heights Police.

Schlenker is currently awaiting an
extradition hearing, so that he can be
brought back to Franklin County,
Ohio, and face the charges against
him, according to Grandview Heights
Police.
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