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Rec. Panel Backs Wildflower
Meadow at Zoo Property Park

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recre-
ation commission reacted enthusias-
tically to a proposal from the environ-
mental commission to plant a wild-
flower meadow at the former zoo
property.

Chrissy Szpond, chairwoman of the
environmental commission, outlined
the idea at the recreation commission’s
meeting on Monday night, saying the
plan is for the meadow, which will be
about a quarter-acre in size, to be
located on a grassy field at the north-
west corner of the six-acre park. She
explained that a wildflower meadow
is a mix of hardy flowering plants and

grasses that recreate a natural habitat,
similar to ones that have sprouted up
in recent years along the Garden State
Parkway and in Warinanco Park in
Roselle.

She told the recreation commis-
sion that maintenance of the meadow,
once planted, is minimal. “Once you
put it into place, you never have to
touch it again,” she said.

One question yet to be determined
is whether a fence of some type will
be needed to ward off the local deer
population. Mayor Al Smith, who at-
tended Monday’s meeting, inquired
about the risk from deer, which are
particularly prevalent in that area of
Scotch Plains. Ms. Szpond said she

expects the meadow to be so dense
with plantings that deer may be able
“to pick off a few” plants, but not too
many. She said a similar, unfenced
garden at Ramapo College in Mahwah
has not had any problems with deer.

The cost of putting the meadow
into place is minimal, Ms. Szpond
said. The township’s recreation de-
partment and public works personnel
would prepare the soil for planting,
with the seeds costing slightly more
than $100 while water would run
about $45. Among the benefits of the
meadow, she said, is that it could lead
to certification from a non-profit en-
vironmental group called Sustainable
Jersey, a designation that could help
the township apply for and secure
certain grants.

Recreation commission members
backed the idea, with township Rec-
reation Director Matt Mercurio call-
ing it “a no-brainer” and adding that
public works personal were “ecstatic”
about the proposal.

In other business, Mr. Mercurio —
along with Commission Chairman
Mike Walsh and township council
liaison Rose Checchio — have begun
holding quarterly meetings with offi-
cials from the various independent
sports leagues to discuss matters such
as playing field issues and permit
requests. Mr. Mercurio called the most
recent meeting held last week “ex-
tremely positive.”

During a brief discussion of parks
and recreation budget issues, Mr.
Walsh said he wanted to also formu-
late a long-term plan for issues that
will need to be addressed several
years in the future, including the even-
tual replacement of the artificial turf
at the southside soccer field — and,
possibly, the development of a com-
munity center. Also discussed, briefly,
was the idea of a community swim
club and how such a facility might be
operated.

Mr. Mercurio also told the com-
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARDY SOULS...A few hardy commuters who trekked in to work during last
week's snowstorm made it home to the Fanwood train station.

 Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENJOYING THE FIRST SNOW STORM... Last  week's snowstorm left enough of the white stuff for residents young and
old to go sledding at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

 Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW BLOWERS AT WORK... The February 9 snowstorm dumped enough of
the white stuff that Scotch Plains residents, including a public works employee on
Plainfield Avenue, had to haul out their snowblowers.

Freeholders OK $1.6 Million
In Contracts for Bridge Work

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board last Thursday hired
engineers for a half dozen projects
mostly involving replacement of small
or what are known as minor bridges
totaling almost $1.6 million.

The projects include: right-of-way
agreements for Gordon Street bridge
replacement from West First Avenue to
Westfield Avenue in Roselle and Roselle
Park, $203,720; rehabilitation of
Springfield Avenue bridge in Berkeley
Heights, Tony & Son, Inc., of Colonia,
$782,909; replacement of Stelle Av-
enue over Cedar Bridge in Plainfield,

Remington & Vernick Associates of
Secaucus, $144,184; design and con-
struction administration and inspection
services for replacement of Watchung
Avenue minor bridge over a stream in
Plainfield, Alaimo Group Consulting
Engineers of Mount Holly, $214,270;
design and construction administration
and inspection services for replace-
ment of Shunpike Road minor bridge
over a stream in Summit, Neglia Engi-
neering Associates of Clark, $124,828;
and design and construction adminis-
tration and inspection services for re-
placement of Lawrence Avenue minor
bridge in Mountainside, Remington &
Vernick Associates of Secaucus,
$121,469.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
Department of Public Works, Engi-
neering and Facilities, said the cost of
the Gordon Street bridge is covered by
the right-of-way agreements and that
he anticipates the county going out to
bid on the project by this summer.

A $100,000 contract was awarded to
the Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. (UCEDC) to provide pro-
curement training and technical assis-
tance to private businesses in the county.

“Union County businesses that are
interested in doing business with the
government can go there and get (infor-
mation) on how to do that. Just last year
they provided assistance to 89 clients,
$116 million in government contracts
were awarded, and 440 jobs were cre-

ated or retained as a result of those
contracts,” said Amy Wagner, director
of economic development. She added
that UCEDC offered 35 different train-
ing sessions “on various topics with
different branches of government.” A
total of 2,544 persons attended the ses-
sions in 2016.

UCEDC was approved for a second
$100,000 contract to provide general
economic development services to pri-
vate businesses in Union County. Ms.
Wagner said UCEDC through the con-
tract provides mentoring training and
finds loan products specific to the busi-
ness seeking assistance. In 2016, 18
loans were provided to Union County
businesses in excess of $1 million, 34
jobs were created and 103 positions
were retained as a result of the services
they received, 417 mentoring hours
were completed and reports filed for
the county such as development
projects.

Kenilworth resident John Bury said
the county has given UCEDC “almost
$4 million” since 2014.

The board approved a resolution
congratulating Undersheriff Gerald
Green, Jr. upon his retirement from
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.
According to a list of county employ-
ees published on the Union County
Watchdog Association website, he has
been a county employee since De-
cember 16, 1989.
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Garwood Council Approves
Bond, Discusses Police Policy

FIRST RESPONDER EXPERIENCE...On February 1, Officer Gerald Rites of
the Scotch Plains Police Department, Fanwood Firefighters Kristopher and Brian
Piccola, and EMT Eileen Ochsner from the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad visited
Brunner Elementary School to teach the pre-school students about the roles of first
responders, as well as their vehicles, as part of the pre-school study of transpor-
tation. Students were able to put on the gear of the first responders, access the
vehicles, hear the sirens, see the lights, and experience many other aspects of the
first responder experience.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Council met on Tuesday night and
approved an award in the borough’s
affordable-housing lawsuit, unani-
mously approved a bond ordinance
for the purchase of a new garbage
truck in the amount of $200,000,
introduced and approved an ordi-
nance that establishes promotion pro-
cedures for police chief and awarded
proclamations to Brownie Troop
40920.

After meeting in executive ses-
sion, the council awarded $5,800 to
Harbor Consultants for conceptual
sketches to assist the borough in
resolving its affordable-housing law-
suit with a vote of 4-to-2. Council-
woman Ileen Cuccaro and Council-
man Joe Sarno voted against.

The bond ordinance to authorize
the acquisition of a new garbage
truck by appropriating the sum of
$200,000 to pay for the cost was
unanimously passed.

“If we need it we need it,” resident
Bruce Paterson said, referring to the
garbage truck during the public com-
ment portion of the meeting. He
stated that the borough has been pay-
ing for health benefits for an uniden-
tified councilperson and that this
money could have been used to pur-
chase the truck. “I am very disap-
pointed in that councilperson,” he
said.

“We are there, we need the truck
now,” Councilman Sarno said.

An ordinance to establish promo-
tion procedures for the rank of po-
lice chief was unanimously approved
by the governing body.

“After the last council meeting,

the Administrative Review Commit-
tee met to discuss the promotional
matters for chief of police,” Coun-
cilwoman Cuccaro said. She stated
that the committee met with labor
counsel and drafted an ordinance
that would create a “process based
on scores, interviews and other re-
lated issues.”

“It is our responsibility to select
the best candidate for the borough
and the council needs to have the
tools to make that selection,” stated
Councilwoman Cuccaro. “This or-
dinance simply provides those tools.”

According to the current ordinance
regarding promotion procedures for
the rank of police chief, the position
was filled by mayoral appointment
without council consent.

Councilwoman Cuccaro also said
that she, along with other council
members, received an e-mail from
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma regarding “updates to the
rules and regulations for the police
department.” According to the e-
mail, the updates were made by Po-
lice Chief Bruce Underhill and would
be adopted by resolution of the coun-
cil. The council received a second e-
mail from Ms. Ariemma that was
written by Municipal Attorney Rob-
ert Renaud that stated the adoption
of the resolution was by the sole
authority of Mayor Charles
Lombardo, not the council.

“I am vehemently against a lame
duck chief, who is one step away
from retirement, to be making rules
and regulations and adjustments to
this very important matter concern-
ing our police department and the
guidelines going forward,” Council-

Hay Honored with Proc.
For USMA Acceptance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) senior Cameron
Elizabeth Hay was honored with a
proclamation by the township com-
mittee Tuesday for being accepted
for admission for this summer into
the (United States Military Acad-
emy) USMA at West Point.

Cameron has volunteered most
of her time with the Cranford High
School University Program, Model
UN, the Cranford High Assistance
Program, and is captain of the CHS
Girls Soccer Team and a coach for
a soccer camp with young children.

Cameron had attended a USMA
at West Point pre-college program

in 2016, completed a junior intern-
ship with Congressman Leonard
Lance’s (R-7th) office, and was
nominated by federal legislators to
apply to West Point.

During its business portion of the
meeting, the committee introduced
two amended ordinances and passed
more than two dozen resolutions.

The code that outlays garbage
collection was amended by ordi-
nance after the township discov-
ered that haulers were collecting
garbage from cans left on the curb.
In residential areas, garbage is to be
kept in the rear yard or can be left in
the driveway, but not beyond 10
feet from the closest wall of the
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