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NO SCHOOL... These youngsters in Clark enjoy  their day off from school during
last week's snowstorm.

Town to Pursue Candidates
For In-House Engineer

dwelling, according to the ordi-
nance. Trash cans can also be placed
on the side yard (and is considered
the rear yard), Mayor Thomas H.
Hannen, Jr. told The Westfield
Leader.

Timothy Meyer, Mark Willis and
Carmen Giordino were advanced
to First Class Firefighter with the
Cranford Fire Department.

A $9.7-million bond anticipation
note was designated by the com-
mittee as a Qualified Tax-Exempt
Obligation.

Schenck, Price, Smith and King
was approved to provide labor at-
torney legal services at a cost not to
exceed $20,000. Robert Renaud of
Palumbo, Renaud and
DeAppolonio was awarded a con-
tract of $20,000 to provide tax ap-
peal legal services.

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney &
Carpenter, LLP was selected to pro-
vide general litigation services at a
cost not to exceed $20,000.

Rogut McCarthy was awarded a
contract to provide general litiga-
tion legal services at a cost not to
exceed $20,000.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins an-
nounced he would host two budget
workshops for residents who wish
to have input or ask questions. The
first workshop will be held Mon-
day, February 20, and the second
March 5, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 108
of the municipal building.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall announced the township has
completed the transaction of pur-
chasing the land at 215-235
Birchwood Avenue. On December
28, the committee voted, by a 4-to-
1 tally, to purchase the 16 acres of
land for $18 million from S.
Hekemian Group. Next, the town-
ship is to develop a Request for
Proposal to sell the land to a devel-
oper, Mr. Wall said.

During the conference session
held prior to the public meeting,
Library Director John Malar said he
is to retire at the end of the year after
serving 29 years to the library. He
also said the library is to begin offer-
ing patrons online access to “hoopla”
via the library online resources and
would require a library card login.
Patrons can have access to music,
movies, e-books, comics, TV shows
and more for two weeks. The library
plans to launch it Friday.
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CRANFORD — Township Com-
missioner of Public Works/Engineer-
ing Ann Dooley recommended at
Monday’s workshop meeting that the
township committee seek candidates
for a full-time in-house engineer. The
township switched from an in-house
engineering department to a consulting
engineering firm almost three years
ago, hiring Maser Consulting on an
annual contract.

Democratic commissioners have lob-
bied in their campaigns the last two
years that they would revert back to an
in-house engineer. Republicans Mary
O’Connor and Andis Kalnins both said
the consultant engineer is the better
alternative.

Ms. Dooley said Maser Consulting
has had a budget of over $1 million,
annually tallying up both the capital
and operating budgets. She said that
cost would be down to $400,000 by
hiring an engineer, an assistant engi-
neer and an administrative assistant,
plus between $35,000 and $60,000 for
equipment and software. Having the
engineer also be a certified land sur-
veyor would be “a big advantage,” she
said, by saving on outsourcing that
service. Benefits would be an addi-
tional cost.

In comparison, Ms. Dooley said
Westfield spends approximately
$600,000, Summit $400,000 and
Morristown $400,000 per year for their
in-house engineering departments.

Morristown has spent about the same
in road resurfacing as Cranford has
recently, Ms. Dooley said.

Since she was sworn into office in
January, Ms. Dooley said the three con-
tracts that were awarded to Maser for
various projects were priced higher than
the other bidders, two were 100 percent
more and one was 54 percent more, she
said.

Also, the Request for Proposal (RFP)
process would be “tightened” if an in-
house engineer prepared the RFPs, Ms.
Dooley said.

“My concern is we had that and it
didn’t work for Cranford,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

“But it did for work for many
years…we had the wrong person…over
a period of time,” Ms. Dooley said.

“It’s (the budget) skewed because of
the amount of work we did,” Mr. Kalnins
said, noting the road resurfacing expen-
ditures over the last three years.

“When Rick (Marsden) was here all
the capital work was outsourced be-
cause he didn’t have the experience to
design a bridge, a drainage system…he
was good at flood control,” Mr. Kalnins
said.

“I’ve been pleased with the progress
we have seen with Maser,” Ms.
O’Connor said. She said constituents
have told her they don’t want to see the
progress stopped.

The road resurfacing projects began
three years ago when money was allo-
cated for a bond by the township com-
mittee for those projects. “We were
able to put more money in the capital

budget that previously wasn’t avail-
able…,” Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr.
said.

“I’d rather change the engineer and
stay with a contractor…than pay ben-
efits…,” Mr. Kalnins said. He said also
with an in-house engineer there are
added capital expenditures for
outsourcing capital projects.

The committee also heard budget
presentations from the Downtown Man-
agement Corporation (DMC), the town-
ship assessor’s office and the municipal
court.

Judge Mark Cassidy said the court’s
revenues have increased in the last five
years from $996,266 in 2011 to almost
$1.3 million in 2016, just under a 30
percent growth rate. Parking and mov-
ing summonses and criminal and code
enforcement cases have increased. Driv-
ing while intoxicated offenses are down.

Criminal cases will continue to in-
crease since the state constitution was
amended this January, Mr. Cassidy said.
The amendment, in part, has resulted in
drug possession cases being remanded
from the county courthouse to the mu-
nicipal courts, he said.

The DMC requested to replace 396
Victorian street lamps in the down-
town, and switch them with an LED
street lamp in a style that would re-
semble the original lamps. The cost
would be over $550,000. The township
would see a reduction in electricity
costs by between 70 to 80 percent,
DMC Board Member Paul LaCorte
said.

In other business, the township com-
mittee agreed to go out to bid for bank-
ing services. Investor’s Bank represen-
tatives attended the meeting and said
the township could save $5,000 per
month by switching to Investor’s Bank.
Currently, the township banks with Two
River Savings Bank.

The committee also agreed to repave
a resident’s driveway on Herning Av-
enue. The township recently had
Herning Avenue repaved and as a result
led to damage of the resident’s drive-
way where it meets the road.

Resident Michael Mason of Walnut
Avenue inquired about the dam at
Droescher’s Mill and cleanup of tree
limbs along the walking path from Lin-
coln Park to South Avenue.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWEET TREAT...Garwood Brownie Troop 40920 poses with Mayor Charles
Lombardo after being awarded Proclamations at the council meeting on Tuesday
night. The troop made candy sleds for the Garwood Senior Citizen Club’s
Christmas party.
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Cranford Man Arrested for
Bank Robbery In Ohio

CRANFORD — A 60-year-old
Cranford man has been arrested and
charged with robbery at an Ohio bank.

According to an online press re-
lease from the
G r a n d v i e w
Heights, Ohio,
police depart-
ment, Karl
Schlenker was
arrested as a re-
sult of an investi-
gation into a bank
robbery that oc-
curred at PNC
Bank, at 1530
West First Avenue in Grandview
Heights, on January 31.

Grandview Heights Police detec-
tives filed an arrest warrant for
Schlenker. Detectives from
Grandview Heights and Cranford
Police apprehended Schlenker with-
out incident at his New Jersey home
on Monday.

Schlenker allegedly walked into
the PNC Bank and passed a note to a
bank employee that demanded cash.
The suspect stated that he had a bomb
in a bag that he was holding. The bank
employee complied with his demands,

and the suspect left eastbound after
placing the bag by the exit doors.

The Columbus Fire Bomb Squad
was called to the scene, and after

inspection, it was
determined that
there were not
any explosive de-
vices at the
scene, according
to Grandview
Heights Police.

Schlenker is
currently await-
ing an extradition
hearing, so that

he can be brought back to Franklin
County, Ohio, and face the charges
against him, according to Grandview
Heights Police.

Photos Courtesy of Grandview Hgts.  PD

LEADER IN CUBA...Westfield resident Deborah Enix-Ross displays a copy of
The Westfield Leader in front of the Ernest Hemingway Museum in Havana, Cuba.
In February 2017 Ms. Enix-Ross visited Cuba as part of a delegation of lawyers
from the American Bar Association.

mission that the summertime Friday
night movies and Thursday night con-
certs will be under the purview of the
recreation department after having
been sponsored in recent years by the
cultural arts committee. He said he
will strive to broaden the appeal of
both events so that a wider range of
ages will attend. He also announced
that the annual Easter egg hunt will
take place on Saturday, April 8, at 11
a.m.
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woman Cuccaro said. “I also do not
believe that the mayor should be the
only decision maker when it comes
to rules for said department.”

Councilwoman Cuccaro stated that
the council should be given the 79-page
rules and regulations document that
was modified by Chief Underhill, as
well as the original, “to see the pertinent
changes that were made.”

Mr. Paterson asked if the department
heads had sent in their suggestions on
how to trim their budgets, referring to a
comment made by Council President
Sara Todisco at the January 24 council
meeting. At that meeting, Council Presi-
dent Todisco stated that she has asked
all department heads to “come up with
three ways to save money” and asked
them to give her a short summary about
their budgets. She stated she had not yet
received those reports. Two more de-
tailed budget discussions, open to the
public, will take place on Thursdays,
March 9 and March 23, at 7 p.m., at
Borough Hall.

In other news, Brownie Troop 40920
members were awarded proclamations
from Mayor Lombardo for making
candy sleds for the Garwood Senior
Citizen Club’s Christmas party. It was
reported that the new light at the inter-
section of South Avenue and Center
Street is now functional and it no longer
offers left-turn arrows. The temporary
pavement on the four corners of the
intersection will be replaced in the spring
with cement.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, at 7 p.m., in Council Cham-
bers, located at 403 South Avenue.
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The board also passed a resolution
remembering former freeholder Frank
Lehr of Summit, who passed away on
February 8. He had been a freeholder in
the 1980s and 1990s during two differ-
ent stints on the board.

Freeholder Al Mirabella said Mr.
Lehr “made significant contributions,
not only to this county, but to the City of
Summit.”

“He was a gentleman, he worked
hard for the county and the City of
Summit, and I always enjoyed my con-
versations with him. He’ll be missed,”
Mr. Mirabella said, noting that he ran
against Mr. Lehr for freeholder in 1997.
Mr. Lehr was also a former Summit
mayor.

The board also passed several memo-
randum of understanding resolutions
with First Tee of America Raritan Val-
ley Chapter regarding youth golf pro-
grams at the Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth. Armando Sanchez, di-
rector of recreational facilities, said
1,100 youngsters participated in First
Tee programs last year at Galloping
Hill.

Mr. Mirabella said First Tee teaches
Union County youth “not only golf
skills but life skills.”

A $1,725 livestock mortality policy
for the county’s Watchung Stable was
renewed with the Great American As-
surance Company in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Mr. Bury questioned the amount per
horse.

“I noticed it is also for unforeseen
circumstances. So I assume if they die
of natural causes it doesn’t pay off,
which is a dumb way to buy insurance,”
Mr. Bury told the board. “Is this a

accidental policy on horses that will
probably never pay off?”

Department of Administrative Ser-
vices Director Michael Yuska said the
policy pays $2,875 per horse in event of
death. “The replacement of a horse is
anywhere from $3,000 to $5,000....So
we consider this a fairly equitable”
policy, noting that most counties that
operate horse facilities have similar
policies. He said the policy covers inju-
ries like attacks by an animal or a bro-
ken leg.

Mr. Mirabella, chairman of the
board’s fiscal affairs committee, an-
nounced that the committee will
hold budget hearings on the follow-
ing dates and with the following
departments: Tuesday, February 28,
Galloping Hill Golf Course Club-
house in Kenilworth: departments
of engineering, public works and
facilities; human services; parks and
recreation; public safety and cor-
rections; Thursday, March 9, Union
County Administration Building,
Elizabeth, office of county clerk,
prosecutor’s office, county sheriff,
and county surrogate; Monday,
March 13, Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools Adminis-
tration Building in Scotch Plains,
administrative services, county
counsel, economic development,
and Board of Elections.

All of the meetings begin at 5 p.m.
The public is invited to attend but may
not ask questions.

“The freeholder board will then con-
duct their review before voting to intro-
duce the budget later this year,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTIFUL SCENE...Thursday’s snow storm created a post card setting at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield shown here from East Broad Street.

Courtesy of Jonathan Delano
A SIGHT TO SEE...Cranford resident Robert Schott stands next to this eight-
foot tall snow Minion that he built. The snow Minion, in the front yard of his
Springfield Avenue home, took him 16 hours to build. He started on Saturday
night and finished on Sunday. Minion characters were featured in the Despicable
Me movies.
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