
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 16, 2017 Page 3

430 NORTH AVENUE E  •  WESTFIELD,  NJ • (908)  233-2424 • VINERIPEMARKETS.COM

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT
20% OFF YOUR NEXT 
CATERING ORDER

VALID ON NEW ORDERS ONLY. EXP. 3/31/17  CODE:WESTLEAD

BELONGS here.

STORY

Welcoming ALL. Embracing YOU. 

100 Monroe Street
Bridgewater, NJ 08807
ArborGlen.org

Sponsored by Friends Retirement Concepts, Inc.

We are Charlotte and Wayne McAffee and our happy 
retirement story began a little over 19 years ago because 
that’s when we discovered Arbor Glen. With the support 
of our three daughters, we became founding members of 
the community. Right away, we knew it was going to be 
much more than a building. The people were authentic, 
their lives interesting and we all genuinely cared for one  
another. Today, we’re pleased to say not much has changed.  

WE BELONG HERE. SO DO YOU.  
CALL (800) 390-3049 TODAY. 

Your
A Greater Quality of  Life

24-hour emergency response system

Three restaurant-style meals daily

Nurse on call 24 hours

Full schedule of Lifestyle activities

Conveniently located

within short walking 

distance of  public transit, 

shopping and restaurants.

We are partners with our

community!

Come Home to the Chelsea
Assisted Living

Alzheimer’s/Memory Care

Independent Living

Safe, secure environment

24-hour specially trained staff

Separate dining room

Specially designed activities

Respite Stays

1 or 2 bedroom apartments

Full kitchens; meal plans available

Free parking

All Lifestyle activities available

Try us out for 2 weeks or more

Same amenities as full time residents

Assisted Living or Memory Care

295 SOUTH AVENUE  |  FANWOOD,NJ 07023

908-654-5200      chelseaseniorliving.com

County Again Offering
Community Garden Grants
COUNTY – The Union County

Means Green Community Garden
Grants program is now accepting
applications for matching grants
to start a community garden, or to
expand or improve an existing
community garden in Union
County.

The new round of funding follows
on the success of the 2016 Union
County Means Green Community
Garden Grants program.

The county provided funding for
19 different garden projects in 10
different municipalities in 2016. The
grants program is funded by the Free-
holder Board with the goal of en-
abling more county residents to enjoy
the benefits of growing fresh produce
garden in their neighborhoods.

A minimum grant request of $800
and a maximum of $3,000 are sug-
gested. Pre-budgeted grant packages
are also available. All applicants must
be prepared to match their award with
an equivalent amount from other
sources, in cash or in the value of
supplies, equipment or professional
labor.

Funding from the Union County
Means Green Community Garden
Grants program is available to non-
profit organizations with 501(c)(3)
tax exempt status, and to municipal
departments or entities including pub-
lic libraries, senior centers and com-
munity centers.

Other volunteer groups may apply
for a grant by partnering with their
local municipality or a 501(c)(3) or-
ganization. The grant partner will
accept the award on behalf of the
garden and ensure that the funds are
disbursed in accordance with the grant
guidelines.

Only gardens that grow produce
are eligible for grants. Gardens that
applied for a grant in 2016 are wel-
come to apply for a 2017 grant. Ap-
plications for a 2017 grant are due by
5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 7. Union
County will notify grant recipients no

later than Thursday, March 16.
The program covers produce gar-

dens including vegetables, fruits, nuts,
berries, herbs and spices, and plants
that are used in pest management or
to attract pollinators. It does not in-
clude ornamental plants or non-pro-
ducing gardens.

Funding is available to start a new
raised-bed garden, or to improve or
expand an existing raised-bed gar-
den, including but not limited to: beds
and soil, compost/composter, fenc-
ing, irrigation, sheds, tools and equip-
ment, benches and tables.

More details and downloadable
application forms are available on the
county website, at ucnj.org/garden-
grants. To view the 2016 Community
Garden Grants recipients, visit
ucnj.org/green-connection.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Vetoes UEZ
Extension for Cities

Non-action by Governor Chris
Christie on a bill that would have ex-
tended the duration of five designated
Urban Enterprise Zones (UEZs) for an
additional two years will cause the sales
tax to double in those communities.

According to a NJ Advance Media/
nj.com report, the sales tax will double
in cities as UEZ zones have been able to
charge half the state’s sales tax rate for
three decades. As a result the sales tax
went up to the full 6.875-percent state
rate on January 1 in Bridgeton, Camden,
Newark, Plainfield and Trenton.

The governor has said New Jersey
would lose $40 million in “retail sales tax
alone” if the UEZ was extended for two
years under the bill (S-2670/A-4189), NJ
Advance Media/nj.com reported.

Bill Would Aid Sanctuary
Cities That Lose Fed. Funds

Three lawmakers from Hudson
County, all Democrats, have an-
nounced a bill to provide state aid to
sanctuary cities that lose federal fund-
ing per an executive order signed by
President Donald Trump.

The bill, introduced in both houses
of the State Legislature, is sponsored
by Senator Brian Stack and Assem-
blyman Raj Mukherji and Assembly-
woman Annette Chaparro of the 33rd
Legislative District.

“Sanctuary jurisdictions across the
United States willfully violate fed-
eral law in an attempt to shield aliens
from the United States,” according to
the executive order. Under the state
lawmakers’ bill, (these cities) would
receive a “dollar-for-dollar” match
for any federal dollars they lose per
the executive order.

Sen. Stack said Union City “techni-
cally has always been a sanctuary
city,” saying the community has
“never turned away anybody, docu-

mented or undocumented, when they
come in looking for help.”

Pres. Candidates Would Have
To Release Returns Under Bill
The Assembly Judiciary Commit-

tee has advanced legislation (A-4520)
to require presidential and vice-presi-
dential candidates to submit their in-
come tax returns to run on New
Jersey’s General Election ballot.

This bill requires candidates for
President and Vice-President of the
United States to submit their federal
income tax returns to the Division of
Elections in the New Jersey Depart-
ment of State for at least the five most
recent taxable years for which the can-
didate has filed such a return with the
Internal Revenue Service. Presiden-
tial and vice-presidential candidate tax
returns would have to be filed at least
50 days prior to a General Election.

Essex Dems Pick Speight for
Assembly Seat in 29th Dist.

Essex County sheriff’s officer
Shanique Speight has been tapped to
run for State Assembly in the 29th
Legislative District, Tap Into Newark
has reported. The district includes
Belleville and large sections of New-
ark. She was previously appointed to
an at-large seat on the Newark City
Council held by now Congressman
Donald Payne, Jr. (D-10th). But the
appointment caused an uproar in Coun-
cil Chambers and was overturned fol-
lowing a legal challenge.

Lottery Tickets Now Can
Be Delivered By Couriers

Governor Chris Christie has signed
a bill that will allow for New Jersey
residents to pay to have private cou-
riers deliver lottery tickets to their
door. The bill is to make the lottery
more accessible to people who are
constrained to their homes or find it
inconvenient to visit a store, NJ Ad-
vance Media/nj.com reported.

Housing Summit to Be
Held March 15 At

Springfield Church
SPRINGFIELD — A “Build a

Thriving Union County Housing”
Summit will be held at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church, 695 Mountain Av-
enue, Springfield, N.J., on Wednes-
day March 15, at 7 p.m.

The event provides an opportunity
for all Union County residents to at-
tend and learn more about the Hous-
ing and Community Development
Network for New Jersey’s “Let’s Build
a Thriving New Jersey” campaign
and how Union County civic, faith-
based, non-profit leadership can make
a thriving Union County.

Currently, Union County has an
affordable homes crisis which im-
pacts everyone, according to a press
release submitted by Cranford-based
Monarch Housing Associates.

“A family needs an annual income
of $52,960 to rent a two-bedroom
apartment in Union County,” accord-
ing to the release.

The Housing Summit’s sponsors
include: Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless, Homefirst, Family
Promise Union County, Community
Access Unlimited, Union County In-
terfaith Coordinating Council and
Monarch Housing Associates.

Bill Would Allow Test
Of Electronic Poll Books

TRENTON — The State Assem-
bly Judiciary Committee on Monday
approved legislation to test the feasi-
bility of replacing expensive paper
poll books at voting sites with elec-
tronic “books” to save money in the
long-term.

The measure (AJR-59) would per-
mit each county commissioner of reg-
istration, in consultation with their
respective boards of elections, to con-
duct an “Electronic Poll Book Dem-
onstration Project” in certain elec-
tion districts during the 2016 election
cycle, upon review and approval of
each project’s plan by the New Jersey
Secretary of State.

The technology, known as an elec-
tronic poll book, provides access to
the registration record, eligibility, sig-
nature, and other information of each
registered voter in the election dis-
trict, and enables the same function-
ality currently provided by the paper
polling record to be accomplished by
electronic means in the conduct of an
election.

Lance Supports Returning
Power to School Boards

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has supported
striking down two new standards on
public teacher education and prepa-
ration imposed in the waning days of
the Obama Administration.

“Education decisions should be
made by local school boards, not of-
ficials in Washington. When the
school board is in charge of decision-
making, students, parents and teach-
ers have control,” Mr. Lance stated in
a press release. “When a government
official in Washington issues costly
decrees there is little community in-
volvement and accountability. Con-
gress is now stepping in and using the
powers under the Congressional Re-
view Act to strike down this rushed
Obama Administration order that
would have diverted more funds to
compliance and fewer funds to stu-
dents.

One of the accomplishments of
the 114th Congress, he said, was the
replacement of ‘No Child Left Be-
hind’ with reforms that reduces one-
size-fits-all Washington policies and
restores local control and decision
making. President Obama signed
that reform package into law, but in
the closing days of his Administra-

tion, the federal government’s De-
partment of Education issued two
compliance orders “the education
community found overly burden-
some and expensive,” according to
the release.

The Congressional Review Act
would allow Congress to step in and
strike down such provisions when
needed.

Fanwood Irish Fest on
March 11 And 12

FANWOOD — Sheelen’s Cross-
ing in Fanwood will present the sixth
annual Fanwood Irish Festival on
Saturday, March 11, from noon until
10 p.m., and Sunday, March 12, from
noon to 5 p.m..

The event will be held on the south
side of the Fanwood Train Station
and will include: Irish-themed food,
drink and vendors; Irish dancers, Irish
bagpipers and bands; activities for
the kids; all-day 50/50 drawings, and
a large Tricky Tray event.

Advance tickets are available at
Sheelen’s Crossing, located at 200
South Avenue in Fanwood.
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