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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Bruce Bergen, chair
bbergen@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Watson Coleman’s Decision Not to
Attend Inauguration Was Petty

New Zoning Board And The Chance
To Really Make A Change

Obamacare: Affordable Care Act
Should Be Repaired, Not Repealed

Snow Plows and
Fireplugs

I cleared the fireplug of snow in
front of my house at 648 Arlington
Avenue at the corner of South Chest-
nut, between 11 a.m. and 12 p.m.

At 2 p.m. I was out cleaning up
more snow when I saw the town snow
plow truck pushing the snow around
and against the fireplug. I tried to
speak with the driver, but he drove
off.

Are there problems between the
two departments that should be ex-
posed?

James Pulliam
Westfield

Editor’s note: Town Administrator
Jim Gildea reports that this specific
hydrant was examined by the Fire
Department and determined to be
accessible. The plows are only ca-
pable of pushing the snow, not re-
moving it, so snow buildup around
fire hydrants is common. In cases of
very large snow falls, the town en-
courages residents to shovel out hy-
drants in front of their homes after
plowing operations. The Fire Dept.
also assesses hydrant access after
large snow storms and if needed will
send clearing crews to address the
approximately 750 hydrants in
Westfield.   The Public Works Dept.
and Fire Dept. work cooperatively.

Don’t Lock the Deer Out of
The Fanwood Nature Center

I recently learned of a 10-foot deer-
proof fence to be erected around the
perimeter of the Fanwood Nature
Center through a Green Acres Stew-
ardship application filed by the bor-
ough council for a grant at the last
council meeting in January.

I have talked to many people in
town about the absurd idea to lock the
deer and other nature out of their
home and cut off their water supply
and none of them were aware of this
plan. They are as outraged and bewil-
dered as I am. Those of us who live
near the Nature Center already have a
huge problem with the deer in our
yards morning, noon and night. I have
picked up who knows how many gal-
lons of deer scat simply so I can walk
in my yard without stepping in some.

I can’t even fathom how much worse
our problem will become. I am a
gardener and it is a full-time job pro-
tecting my plantings not to mention
expensive to buy netting and replace-
ment shrubs.

I imagine there will be more acci-
dents on Terrill Road from deer cross-
ing and the number of residents con-
tracting Lyme disease will increase. I
am afraid all this will decrease our
property values as well.

I encourage you to join me at the
next council meeting on February 21,
at 7 p.m. at Borough Hall [Fanwood]
to discourage this proposal.

Denise Rowbotham
Fanwood

I write in response to the letter on
February 2 about the peaceful protests
in front of Congressman Lance’s of-
fice on Wednesdays. I do not speak for
the group. These thoughts are mine.

Yes, I did vote last November and
no, I am not looking for a different
form of government. I feel strongly
that the Affordable Care Act should
be repaired, not thoughtlessly re-
pealed, leaving millions without
healthcare. I also wish to show oppo-
sition to President Trump’s recent
executive order on immigration,
which has created chaos at home and
around the world because there was
no consultation with government

agencies. Even Congressman Lance,
a Republican, has stated that it was,
“rushed and poorly implemented.”

The writer of that letter wonders
about “shady” motives and if there
are “‘key words’ with no substantiat-
ing value that are stirring their pas-
sion?” No, there are words with sub-
stantiating value. Those key words
are: freedom of peaceful assembly
and freedom of speech. There’s noth-
ing “shady” there!

Finally, I assure the writer of the
letter that I am not being paid for
standing there.

Gale Jacob
Westfield

Last year at a long town hall zoning
board meeting [Scotch Plains], many
local residents were stunned by the
old zoning board’s approval of a gas
station and 7-Eleven store at the cor-
ner of Hetfield Bridge and North
Avenue. This was a residential-zoned
property (which many residents told
the old board) and had a better chance
of being turned down than the Wawa
application on Route 22. Yet, that
zoning board voted for it after hear-
ing dubious traffic studies (done by
the applicant and not the town) and
disregarding long-term residential
owners real input into the traffic flow
during peak times. The only thing
residents got was that one of the two
stores requested was removed by the
applicant and that the Hetfield side
would be an entrance only meaning
that the property had three entrances
and only one exit. One resident actu-
ally heard a zoning board member

profess to not knowing it was residen-
tially zoned after the vote — so were
they even listening?

Now comes a new zoning board
and the chance to really make a
change. The approval for the initial
commercial stores was based on traf-
fic flows specific to those commer-
cial activities. The old studies should
be dismissed and new studies should
be conducted because it looks like an
even greater traffic flow will damage
the quality of life and value of the
residential neighborhood that is adja-
cent to the stores. Blanket approval
would be unacceptable so another
round of residents speaking before
the board should go forward, but let’s
not accept bait and switch tactics.

So, what will it be, Slurpees or
Donuts?

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

In response to a “letter to the edi-
tor” from Nancee Novak on February
2, Ms. Novak states that Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman, who
represents us in Scotch Plains, deci-
sion to boycott the inauguration of
our newly elected president was, “In
line with the sentiments of her con-
stituents.” I do not believe this. They
may have voted against Donald Trump
to be our president, but did not expect
their Congresswoman to disregard
the will of the people by declining to
attend his inauguration.

She outlines varied Constitutional
explanations of why she did not have
to attend. Nobody said she had to. I
ask Ms. Novak, what did the Con-
gresswoman possibly gain by snub-
bing this event? Could she not have
put politics aside and respected the

office of the new president that the
people elected? I cannot believe that
the majority of her constituents joined
her in this dishonor to the newly
elected leader of our country. Bonnie
Watson Coleman’s decision to ignore
the people’s will by conveniently find-
ing an excuse not to attend the event
was petty and mean spirited.

Ms. Coleman’s decision to join with
70 other Democratic members of
Congress who decided not to attend
the ceremony, positions her with the
“sore losers” who have lost sight of
the word “fairness.”

We can only pray that, Ms.
Coleman, along with these 70 elected
officials, will put this in the past and
focus on what is good for our country.

Richard Dobyns
Scotch Plains

Bd. of Adjustment Member Should
Stop Talking And Start Listening

I’m writing in response to the re-
cently published letter, “Westfield Does
Community And Public Matters Very
Well.” What a pat on the back from the
board of adjustment to the board of
adjustment! Edward Stellingwerf must
have taken a page out of the Trump
Administration handbook for this one –
deny, whitewash, gaslight, act like ev-
erything is going great.

To call a constituent out by name
about her concerns, and publicly
shame her about those concerns and
feelings in print is an absolute dis-
grace to his position. He may not

agree with her concern, but the arena
in which her concerns were presented
were appropriate, that’s what these
meetings are for. His job is to point
her in the right direction. Was he so
offended by the criticism that he saw
need to publish an op-ed about how
brazenly well the town is doing?

Stellingwerf’s letter is a personal
attack against a concerned local – it is
blatantly not “doing community and
public matters very well,” rather quite
embarrassingly doing the opposite.
Seems like the board would rather not
have feedback. In this political cli-
mate, when the public is finally pay-
ing attention to local politics, repre-
sentatives had best be on their best
behavior. Good luck silencing our
questions and opinions. Your con-
stituents are not going anywhere. Stop
talking, and start listening.

Nicole Bonaccorso
Cranford

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vedro – A Russian liquid measure

equal to 3.249 gallons
2. Crassamentum – The thick red part

of the blood
3. Pandiculation – The act of stretch-

ing and yawning
4. Jager – A hunter or rifleman

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

JAGAT
1. In Hinduism, animate beings
2. A swordsman
3. A dwarf or pigmy
4. A fish net

PROTIST
1. An enduring conflict
2. An extra seat behind the driver’s

saddle on a motorcycle
3. A religious sect of the early church,

the Aguarians
4. Any one-celled plant or animal

RIEF
1. A claw
2. Robbery
3. Treason
4. Starvation

CURMUDGEON
1. A miser; cantankerous fellow
2. A boil of the gums
3. An instrument for boring
4. A mendicant or homeless person

Washington and Lincoln Should
Remain Vital to All Americans

Our nation commemorated President Abraham
Lincoln’s birthday on February 12, and this Mon-
day will celebrate Presidents’ Day. Observed each
year on the third Monday of February, Presidents’
Day jointly recognizes Presidents Lincoln and
George Washington, whose birthday is February
22.

Many anticipate Presidents’ Day for the three-
day weekend it provides, or for the highly-touted
retail sales, while often overlooking the lives and
legacies of these two pivotal leaders. To us this is a
sad and critical oversight, particularly for children
whose familiarity with American history and its
architects may not be as substantial as it once was.

While the Broadway blockbuster Hamilton has
made the founding fathers cool to packed audiences
daily, and offered a unique forum to introduce the
patriots to new generations, we need to do our part
on the local level to highlight the vital roles these
early Americans and their successors played in
shaping the United States’ destiny over two-and-a-
half centuries, from 13 colonies to world super-
power.

We encourage individuals and families, schools
and public institutions such as local libraries and
historical societies to help keep alive for each
generation the achievements of Washington and
Lincoln, along with those of other American presi-

dents and forefathers. Among those who took the
lead in such efforts is former Mountainside resident
Bill Sanders, who nearly 20 years ago launched the
Portraits of Patriots project to return portraits of
George Washington back into schools nationwide.

Eight years ago, a flurry of commemorative events
and activities in our area accompanied the 200th
anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. Milestones
naturally generate special attention for their sub-
jects, but each Presidents’ Day can be a fresh
opportunity for all ages to revisit Washington and
Lincoln and their respective accomplishments on
our country’s journey toward liberty for all.

Parents can initiate conversations with even young
children about these distinguished presidents, per-
haps coupled with age-appropriate books or televi-
sion/DVR programming. We hope such lessons
also will be a strong component of school curricu-
lums and community activities.

The volume of American and world history span-
ning just the past quarter century alone can fill an
entire year of classroom study if not more, yet it is
imperative that we not let Washington and Lincoln
fade into distant memory or simply become syn-
onymous with a day off in February. The leadership,
wisdom and actions of these commanders in chief
formed the foundation of our society today and will
continue to resonate in our nation’s future.

State Senate Bill Would Establish
Code Blue Programs Statewide

The New Jersey State Senate last week passed a
bill to establish a Code Blue Program in the state. If
signed into law by the Governor, towns, social
service agencies and non-profits would seek out
homeless persons on brutally cold nights and offer
them a chance to stay in a warm shelter.

“In our review of county programs, we learned
that some are doing an exceptional job. But we were
astounded to learn that some, including ones pub-
licly identified as Code Blue resources, were not
aware of that designation or had no idea what Code
Blue is. One told our researcher that homelessness
is not even a problem in their area. Clearly, state-
wide standards are desperately needed,” said Staci
Berger, president and chief executive officer of the
Community Development Network of New Jersey
in a press release submitted to this newspaper.

One of the most successful programs, in our
opinion, is the one run by Union County. As a result
of the success of the program, Union County Code
Blue received the 2009 Achievement Award from
the National Association of Counties. The county
started the program on its own, not because of state
legislation.

Under the auspices of the Department of Human
Services in concert with the Division of Emergency
Management, the program is marking its 10-year
anniversary in 2017. The county program is acti-
vated when the National Weather Service reports
that the temperature is to go below 25 degrees
Fahrenheit or will be 32 degrees or below accompa-
nied by precipitation. All 21 municipal police de-

partments are alerted by the Union County Police
Department. Communities are then instructed to
identify people who might be in danger and in need
of shelter. All placements in shelters are done through
the county’s social services division.

Code Blue in Union County was started following
a survey which indicated that 842 adults and 320
children were homeless daily in Union County,
according to an August 2010 Union County press
release. During the first year of the program, 150
persons were placed in shelters. That number rose to
500 persons in the second year of Code Blue.

“Homelessness is an emergency every day across
New Jersey and especially on bad weather days like
we’ve had recently,” Laura Rodgers, chief program
officer for Jewish Family Service of Atlantic and
Cape May Counties, said in the Network press
release. “With Code Blue legislation in place, our
citizens experiencing homelessness will be better
protected from exposure in extreme weather situa-
tions.”

While homelessness likely is more of an issue in
our cities, there also are isolated cases where people
wander off in freezing temperatures that likely could
prove fatal. Code Blue is simply a coordinated effort
to ensure that available resources are explained to
our at-risk population.

We would have hoped all New Jersey counties
would have been educated on Code Blue without the
need for state legislation. But with that said, we
encourage Governor Christie to sign this piece of
legislation as it likely will save lives.

See more letters on
pages 5 and 15
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