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Project SEARCH Seeks
Student Interns for 2017-18

Misericordia Univ.
Tells Dean’s List

DALLAS, P.A. - Students at Mise-
ricordia University qualify for the
dean’s list with a 3.55 grade point
average or higher. The following stu-
dents were named to the dean’s list
for the Fall 2016 semester:

Megan Kieltyka and Evelyn Logie
of Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains Teachers
Named Exemplary Educators

EXEMPLARY EDUCATORS...Courtney Nemec and Sasha Slocum are named
Exemplary Educators by the Department of Education. Pictured from left tor
right are: Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superintendent Margaret Hayes, Courtney
Nemec, Sasha Slocum and Board of Education President Nancy Bauer.

What Middle School Parents
Need to Know Presented

SCOTCH PLAINS – The New
Jersey Department of Education has
notified Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Schools Superintendent, Margaret
Hayes, that two teachers have been
selected as “2016 Exemplary El-
ementary Educators.”

Sasha Slocum, Principal of
McGinn School, is a recipient of
2016 Exemplary Educator Award.
Ms. Slocum is an avid learner and
educator who is innately inquisitive
and continuously reflects on improv-
ing educational outcomes for all stu-
dents. Ms. Slocum works tirelessly
on behalf of all her students. She is
an engaging and inspiring presence
that motivates and impact students,
colleagues, and the community.

Courtney Nemec, a fifth grade
teacher at Park Middle School, has
also been selected by the New Jer-
sey Department of Education as a
recipient of the 2016 New Jersey
Exemplary Elementary Educator
Award.  Ms. Nemec exhibits all of
the qualities of an excellent educa-
tor; she is innovative, reflective,

creative, and flexible. Her deep un-
derstanding of how children learn is
exemplified by the rich and mean-
ingful tasks she engages her stu-
dents in.

MIDDLE SCHOOL HELP...Westfield intermediate school parents attended a
workshop at Roosevelt Intermediate School entitled What Middle School Stu-
dents Need Most from their Parents. The presentation is now available on the
district website.

WESTFIELD – Parents of middle
school students are invited to view a
newly created educational video en-
titled What Middle School Students
Need Most from their Parents.  It is
posted as a parent resource under the
“Parents” tab on the district website:
www.westfieldnjk12.org. Based on a
presentation by Westfield school
counselors Kim Schumacher, Chris-
tine Trottere and Cristina Caprara at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, it in-
cludes this introduction:  “Adoles-
cence is an extremely challenging
time.”

The presentation, originally part of
a parent workshop called Coffee with
Counselors, is intended to help par-
ents be better equipped to face these
challenges.   “These workshops have
made a huge difference not only to
our students but to our families,” ex-
plained Ms. Schumacher.

“The workshop was taped and
posted as a video so that all parents
could benefit from the excellent ex-
planations provided and the strate-
gies recommended by the counse-
lors,” stated Margaret Dolan, Super-
intendent of Schools.  “Offering both
in-person and online resources for
our parents is an ongoing goal in the
district,” added Ms. Dolan.

Kerry Mooney, a parent of a sev-
enth grader remarked, “The Coffee
with Counselors was a great presen-
tation.  It was a good reminder that
middle school encompasses so much
more than academics.  Our children
are experiencing physical, emotional,
intellectual and social growth.  All
these aspects are important and wor-

thy of our attention.  It is comforting
to know that our children’s counse-
lors are keenly aware of the difficul-
ties of early adolescence and are there
for support.”

Another seventh grade mother,
Suzanne Sherman, expressed her ap-
preciation: “The highly experienced,
kind and compassionate counselors
provided true insight into the com-
plexities of middle school and its
impact on our children.   Their hands
on, practical advice already made a
difference in my parenting, such as
emphasis on the family meal and
screen time at home.  These are great
tips for parents to remember on a day
to day basis and we appreciate their
advice.”

VISITING DAY...Second and third grade students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison continued the school’s partnership with the Edison Housing
Authority’s Bridges Program by visiting a group of senior citizens on Jan. 27. The
students began by performing two songs from their W-H winter concert. The
second and third graders introduced themselves to the seniors and later played
games to become better acquainted with their new friends. There were many
smiles in the room as the children and seniors alike enjoyed the afternoon. Carly
Jones of Scotch Plains and Aliza Riaz of Fanwood enjoy a friendly discussion with
a resident of the Edison Housing Authority during the visit.

AREA – The Project SEARCH-
Overlook Medical Center program
is recruiting for its school year 2017-
18 student cohort.

Students who meet the following
criteria will be considered for the
program: 18 to 20 years old and
plan to still be in high school next
school year; diagnosed with a de-
velopmental or intellectual disabil-
ity including those with Autism
Spectrum Disorder, basic and ef-
fective communication skills (ver-
bal or supported by technology),

ability to take direction and change
behavior if necessary and the desire
to work competitively in the com-
munity.

An informational session and tour
will be held on Wednesday, March
1 at 7 p.m. To register visit
events.r20.constantcontact.com.

To learn more about Project
SEARCH visit projectsearch.us.

SPF Middle Schools Earn
eCYBERMISSION Grant

W-H Community Enjoys
International Family Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – For the fourth
year in a row, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Science Department, un-
der the leadership of the K-12 Sci-
ence Supervisor, Mridula Bajaj, ap-
plied for and was awarded a grant to
enter students in grades sixth through
eighth in the eCYBERMISSION
Competition. eCYBERMISSION is
a free, web-based, science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math (STEM)
competition conducted by the Army
Educational Outreach Program
(AEOP) and administered by the
National Science Teachers Associa-
tion (NSTA) for students in grades
six through nine at State, Regional,
and National levels. Students work
in teams comprised of three to four
students from the same grade and
region. The science teachers serve
as Team Advisors and mentors for
the teams as they work to identify
and solve challenges in their com-
munities.

To meet the needs of the 21st cen-
tury, students must be critical think-
ers, problem solvers, computer liter-
ate, and committed to school and
community. To that end, the District’s
strategic plan is to provide authentic
learning experiences for all students.
In alignment with the district’s cur-
riculum, the science department has
designed a problem-based learning

activity for grades six to eight. By
applying STEM to a problem affect-
ing the community, students not only
discover the real-life applications and
relevance of STEM but also find that
they can make a positive difference in
their communities. These finished
projects are entered in the
eCYBERMISSION Challenge.

This experience benefits and en-
gages our students in several ways.
As part of this program, students:
learn about STEM and how it can be
applied to a real problem in the com-
munity; work in a team setting and
build skills in teamwork, communi-
cation, problem solving, conflict reso-
lution and time management— all in
a safe and supportive environment;
collaborate and share ideas and inter-
ests, both online and in person, with
other teammates and teams, which
breeds creativity and stretches stu-
dents’ imaginations; participate in an
inclusive competition which values
and rewards students of all back-
grounds and proficiency levels; and
compete for a chance to represent his/
her school and community in a na-
tional competition.

Students have submitted excellent
work in the past and placed first and
second at the State level and some of
our teams went on to become re-
gional finalists.

Celmson Univ. Tells
Presidents List

CLEMSON, S.C. – Clemson Uni-
versity has announced that Tyler OBrien
of Scotch Plains has earned Presidents
List status for the Fall 2016 semester.

To be eligible for the Presidents List,
students must carry of semester GPA of
4.0 and take a minimum of 12 credits.

EDISON – International Family
Fun Night, the annual celebration of
the many cultures of The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, provided
a wonderful evening of great food,
entertainment and fun for the whole
family. Guests enjoyed an interna-
tional buffet while watching dances
from different parts of the world.
Many adults and some students also
donned international attire to enhance
the spirit of the event.

Students, primarily from the Lower

and Middle School, participated in
cultural dances. Among the highlights
were Indian dances, African dances
and Irish dancing. There were also
crafts and henna for the kids to enjoy.

The event was run by co-chairs
Bindu Dalal of Scotch Plains and Jen
Schildge of Westfield and proceeds
were directed to the senior class, spe-
cifically to help fund the costs of the
prom. Seniors, their advisors and
deans helped serve food to the many
guests.

Lee Named to Simon's
Rock Dean's List

GREAT BARRINGTON, M.A. –
Each semester, Bard College at
Simon's Rock recognizes superior
scholarship through the Dean's List.
Ezra Lee, a sophomore at Bard Col-
lege at Simon's Rock, has earned a
place on the Dean's List for the Fall
2016 semester. To be eligible for this
honor, a student must carry 14 or
more credits and achieve a grade point
average of 3.5.

Ezra, 17, of Cranford, attended
Cranford High School before leaving
to enter college early after eleventh
grade.

Seton Hall Announces
Fall 2016 Dean’s List

SOUTH ORANGE – Seton Hall
University announced that the fol-
lowing students qualified for the Fall
2016 Dean’s List:

Natalie Calegari of Mountainside,
Stephanie Cataldo of Mountainside,
Michael Dicosmo of Mountainside,
Ryan Drew of Cranford, Nicholas
Durant of Cranford, Meaghan Fleck
of Westfield, Savanna Gerlitz of
Cranford, Benjamin Gillo of
Mountainside, Luke Iorio of
Westfield, Brendan Kane of Cranford,
Connor Lawrence of Mountainside,
Alexander Lopez of Mountainside,
Meghan Mailley of Mountainside,
Grace Mastronardi of Westfield, Sara
Matlosz of Cranford, Courtney
McGovern of Westfield, Siobhan
McGovern of Cranford, Jaime
Michael Montalvo of Mountainside,
Randall Muckenthaler of Cranford,
Marc Nelson of Westfield, Kyle

Pender of Garwood, Kevin Pereira of
Mountainside, Carley Quirin of
Cranford, Keara Reilly of Cranford,
Nicholas Rizzi of Westfield, Leah
Scalzadonna of Cranford, Nicole
Sforza of Mountainside, Elizaveta
Sidorova of Westfield, Margaret
Sinnicke of Garwood, Andrew
Smedberg of Cranford, Julia Stirpe of
Cranford, Allison Van Hook of
Cranford, Alexis Baldini of Scotch
Plains, Christopher Ciccarino of
Scotch Plains, John Ferry of Fanwood,
Alexandra Gale of Scotch Plains, Jo-
seph Klimas of Scotch Plains, Darcy
Moran of Scotch Plains, Shannon
Reilly of Scotch Plains, James Sherry
of Fanwood, Dante Trigo of Scotch
Plains, Erica Waltsak of Scotch Plains
and Allison Yashay of Scotch Plains.

To make Dean’s List, students must
have at least a 3.4 GPA and can get no
grade lower than a C.

Baldowski Makes
Delaware Dean’s List
DOYLESTOWN, P.A. – Lauren

Baldowski, a resident of Cranford,
was honored for academic achieve-
ment by being named to the Dean's
List at Delaware Valley University
for the Fall 2016 semester.
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SUNY Geneseo Tells
Dean's List for Fall

GENESEO, N.Y. – Abraham
Fertig-Cohen from Westfield has been
named to SUNY Geneseo's Dean's
List for the fall semester 2016.

To be on the list, a student must
have achieved at least a 3.5 grade
point average while taking a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours.

 Students Named to the
Marist College Dean's List

Desiato Awarded
Bachelor of Arts Degree

KUTZTOWN, P.A. – Joseph Paul
Desiato of Fanwood has been awarded
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Com-
munication Studies from Kutztown
University.

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. – The
following students were named to
the Marist College Dean’s List for
the Fall 2016 semester:

Danielle Cristiano of Westfield is
a member of the Class of 2017 and
is majoring in Educational Psychol-
ogy -Childhood One to Six.

Daniel Firestone of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2018 and is
majoring in Social Work.

Mary Catherine Greeley of
Mountainside is a member of the
Class of 2020 and is majoring in
Communication.

Theresa Lotano of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2018 and is
majoring in Social Work.

Evan McElheny of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2019 and is
majoring in Computer Science.

Michael Murray of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2018 and is

majoring in Business Administra-
tion.

Jessica Murray of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2017 and is
majoring in Psychology/Special
Education.

Michael Poyntz of Westfield is a
member of the Class of 2019 and is
majoring in English.

Catherine Sabatino of Westfield
is a member of the Class of 2017
and is majoring in Psychology/Spe-
cial Education.

Olivia Spiridigliozzi of Westfield
is a member of the Class of 2017
and is majoring in Psychology.

Tyler Dencker of Scotch Plains is
a member of the Class of 2019 and
is majoring in Communication.

Sierra Lesiak of Scotch Plains is
a member of the Class of 2020 and
is majoring in Communication.

Caitlyn Mannino of Scotch Plains
is a member of the Class of 2020
and is majoring in Communication.

Elizabeth Nardone of Scotch
Plains is a member of the Class of
2018 and is majoring in Fashion
Merchandising.
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