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New Jersey Festival Orchestra to
Present La Traviata March 4

 Maria Todaro

WESTFIELD – On Saturday,
March 4 at 7 p.m. in Westfield, solo-
ists from the New York Metropolitan
Opera and beyond join New Jersey
Festival Orchestra (NJFO) to present
Giuseppe Verdi’s renowned master-
piece La Traviata.

 Verdi’s most timeless and lyrical
score, La Traviata has continued to
captivate audiences for more than
150 years.  In the glitzy world of
Paris, a naive young man falls head
over heels for a glamorous society
party girl. Together they trade the fast
life for an idyllic love nest in the
country…until bourgeois society val-
ues tragically tear them apart and
force them to give up their dreams.

 This powerful romantic drama, il-
luminated through Verdi’s soaring
arias and passionate duets, is surely

one of the most popular operas of all
time. A cast of internationally ac-
claimed guest
performers as-
sembled from
M a e s t r o
Wroe’s exten-
sive contacts
in European
and American
opera houses,
joins NJFO to
present this
magnum opus
that is sure to
melt even the
coldest heart.
David Wroe
conducts and
stage director Maria Todaro updates
this emotional, timeless tale of hy-

pocrisy and sacrifice to modern day
with colorful artistic design.

 "We are thrilled that Maria Todaro
is once again joining us as artistic
director,” noted Maestro Wroe.
“Many will remember her eclectic
staging and costuming talents from
last year’s La Boheme – this year
audiences can expect another bold
and dynamic performance statement
which, together with our new stage
construction and sophisticated light-
ing, will take this year’s opera to yet
another unprecedented professional
level.”

 Presented in conjunction with Ray
Catena of Union, La Traviata has
been made possible through addi-
tional generous support of The
DeAlessandro Family in memory of
Joseph T. DeAlessandro, Marty
Jeivens, the NJ State Council on the
Arts and the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation.

The concert will take place at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on
Saturday, March 4 at 7 p.m. at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield with
a free pre-concert lecture presented
by musicologist Michael Rosin at 6
p.m. The performance will be re-
peated on Sunday afternoon, March 5
at 3 p.m. at The Concert Hall located
in The Dorothy Young Center for the
Performing Arts at Drew University
in Madison.

Tickets range from $28 to $76,
students under 18 are $15 each and
are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling the
box office at (908) 232-9400.

 

 

Paranormal Activity Takes up
Residence at CDC in Blithe Spirit

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The CDC, now
in its 98th season, opened the calen-
dar year with Noël Coward’s Blithe
Spirit. The story follows a string of
paranormal troubles Charles
Condimine and his second wife Ruth,
encounter after inviting a psychic
medium to dinner one night.

Mr. Condimine is a successful au-
thor who is looking to start a new
book about a homicidal psychic.
Having little experience with such a
person, he decides to invite the town
medium, Madam Arcati, to dinner.
Mr. Condimine’s plan is to have
Madam Arcati perform a séance so
that he can use her behavior as mate-
rial for his novel. Though the
Condimines and other dinner guests
the Bradmans, believe Madam Arcati
to be of unsound mind, she is very
much the real deal as she manages to
summon Mr. Condimine’s first wife,
Elvira, from the dead.

Though it is an astounding act of
supernaturalism, Elvira’s presence
is lost on everybody except her
former husband, as he is the only one
who can see or hear her. This soon
causes a rift between Mr. and the
second Mrs. Condimine and in a fit
of frustration, Mrs. Condimine leaves
to seek further aide from Madame
Arcati. However, Mrs. Condimine
dies in a car accident caused by
Elvira, and soon Mr. Condimine’s
house is the home to both of his
former loves with seemingly no way
to send them back to the great be-
yond.

Timothy McGovern stars as
Charles Condimine, the leading man
of Blithe Spirit. At times overly sen-
sitive and at times completely care-
less with the emotions of others, Mr.
McGovern plays the role with con-
viction. While the play maintained a

constant air of tension and suspense,
it was Mr. McGovern’s stage skills
that made it possible. Though Mr.
McGovern conveyed an obvious
implied faithfulness to Lisa Black
(who starred as Ruth, wife number
two) there was a great amount of
chemistry between Mr. McGovern
and Ashley Widmer (Elvira) that left
the audience wondering: What will
he do? What will happen next? Most
impressively was Mr. McGovern’s
ability to make his character likable,
only to take it away in the last few
seconds of the play, thus leaving the
audience in a state of shock.

Ms. Black stars as the devoted and
mild mannered Ruth. The dedica-
tion a role like this must have taken
is astounding. For most of the play,
Ms. Black had to pretend she was
unable to see her co-star, Ms.
Widmer, which is no small feat as
humans are instinctively drawn to
pay attention to stimuli; to act as
oblivious as Ms. Black had to surely
takes a great deal of self-restraint
and discipline. Furthermore, her role
as the skeptic helped fuel the drama
of the play: accusing her husband of
tricking her, revealing her husband’s
true intentions to Madame Arcati
(Judi Laganga) and the fight that,
ultimately, ended her life all com-
bined beautifully to create a very
memorable performance.

Ms. Widmer stars as Elvira
Condimine, first wife of Charles.
Though Ms. Widmer technically
plays the role of a ghost, her perfor-
mance is one of the liveliest compo-
nents of the play: she is wonderfully
mischievous, sarcastic and childish,
but she is also loving and sensitive.
She is unyielding, inflexible, deter-
mined to get her way and careless
with the wellbeing of those around
her. Yet, she is utterly charming, the
main source of humor in the play and
my personal favorite character. De-

spite not having as many lines nor as
much stage time as her co-stars, Ms.
Widmer is able to show the audience
exactly who her character is; Elvira’s
personality filled out very nicely
under Ms. Widmer’s skillful eye.

Ms. Laganga, a CDC veteran, plays
the eccentric Madame Arcati. While
Madame Arctai’s character is meant
to be a source of humor in the play, as
she is regarded as the town kook, she
is actually a delightful source of clar-
ity and honesty. Prone to long-winded
stories of paranormal activates past,
Ms. Laganga gives us a character
that is excitable, dramatic and sur-
prisingly wise to all things both physi-
cal and spiritual. This is only high-
lighted by the skepticism of her fel-
low co-stars; Ms. Laganga serves as
the moral compass of the play and
much of what she says is both accu-
rate and relevant, even in modern
times.

Supporting actors include Alan
Foster (Dr. Bradman), Danielle
Levitt (Mrs. Bradman) and Susan
Roberts (Edit) who without, the play
would be incomplete and devoid of
key social aspects that make the play
so realistic.

A special, and most deserved, men-
tion goes out to the set design cast.
The play deals with ghosts and the
unseen; the ingenious and creative
set design used on stage to help main-
tain the illusion of a honest haunting
were one of the best parts of this
play.

Blithe Spirit will continue on
Thursday, February 16, Friday, Feb-
ruary 17 and Saturday, February 18
at the CDC Theater in Cranford.  For
tickets visit www.cdctheatre.org.

Dreamcatcher to Present
Comedy Shipwrecked!

SUMMIT – Dreamcatcher Reper-
tory Theatre, professional theatre in
residence at Oakes Center in Summit,
is producing Donald Margulies’ comic
romp Shipwrecked! An Entertain-
ment: The Amazing Adventures of
Louis de Rougement (As Told by Him-
self). This comedy, written by a win-
ner of the Pulitzer Prize, is receiving
its New Jersey premiere. Ship-
wrecked! runs February 16 – March
5, 2017, with talkbacks following the
February 19 and 26 matinees.

Shipwrecked! will run at

Dreamcatcher from Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16, a preview performance,
through Sunday, March 5. Perfor-
mances are Friday and Saturday nights
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Tickets range from $20 to $35, with
special rates for subscribers and
groups. Purchase tickets at
www.dreamcatcherrep.org or by call-
ing Brown Paper Tickets at (800)
838-3006.

Performances are at Oakes Center,
located at 120 Morris Avenue in Sum-
mit.
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