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l'ennemi du journaliste

McGOV KEY PIN, SCORESE KEY WIN, ‘AJ’ IMPRESSES; KALNINS PINS, RAMIREZ KEY WIN

Cougars Chill Blue Streaks for Section Mat Crown, 33-22
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very competitive bouts, espe-
cially in four of the first five bouts,
kept spectators on edge until
Patrick Kalnins pulled out a key
pin at 106-lbs with just two bouts
remaining to all but insure the
top-seeded Cranford High School
wrestling team a victory over
second-seeded Warren Hills in
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 Tournament championship at
Cranford High School on Febru-
ary 10. After splitting the final
two bouts, the Cougars won 33-

22 to capture the crown.
Kalnins gave the 21-0 Cougars

a 30-18 lead when he pinned
Greg Slivka in 1:40 with a pull-
back arm bar. Cougar Anthony
Capece followed recording two
takedowns, a reversal and an es-
cape to grab a 7-2 decision over
Logan Nauta at 113-lbs then Blue
Streak Kyle Wulff capped off the
evening with a 13-2 major deci-
sion over Dean Smith at 120-lbs.

The Cougars, who had defeated
the Blue Streaks, 48-21, on Janu-
ary 28, were aware from the start
that this showdown was going to

more of the spirited variety when
Chris Ostir recorded a pair of re-
versals to edge Cougar Conor
Halpin, 4-2, at 126-lbs.

“Last time we wrestled them
their 26-pounder was out. I knew
it would be a closer match than
what we had out there. They
wrestled very tough. I am proud
of how my kids responded to that
and we got some good wins, so
just keep rolling to Sunday,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Pat Gorman said.

The next bout at 132-lbs was
even more exciting. Matt Valli
caught Cougar Chris Scorese a bit
off-balance to record a spin-
around takedown but Scorese
quickly countered with a reversal
then added an escape in the sec-
ond period and a two-point tight-

waist tilt early in the third. Valli
escaped but Scorese won 5-3.

“He’s definitely tough. I
wrestled him once two weeks
ago and it was overtime, so I
knew what I had to do. He’s very
quick. He kind of scored off of my
shot in the beginning and I got it
right back, so it worked out,”
Scorese said.

“They wrestled to an overtime
match last time. It was good for
him to get another win on that
kid. Our kids are excited and go-
ing into Sunday this is where we
want to be,” Coach Gorman said.

Cougar Tom DiGiovanni chalked
up four takedowns (backdoor,
leg around, single-to-double,
whizzer) and a reversal to top
Zack Nauta, 10-4, at 138-lbs.
The Blue Streaks knotted the
team score, 6-6, when Cameron

Nauta scored two takedowns and
an escape to decision Mike Nigro,
5-1, at 145-lbs.

The wildest and most exciting
bout came next when Cougar AJ
Bencivenga bounced up to 152-
lbs and took Rashon Wade Taylor
to overtime where he nearly got
the takedown but Taylor coun-
tered to win 7-5 and to give
Warren Hills a 9-6 lead entering
Cougar Brian McGovern’s bout
with Nick Hildebrandt at 160-lbs.

“He beat Nigro last time. We
were going over the match-ups
today in class and we told our
coach, ‘We want to switch it up.
We want AJ to wrestle that kid.’
He went out there. He gave up a
lot of weight because he is small
for 45 and he was bumping up to
52. He handled the weight fine
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