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and wrestled his hardest and
ended up losing in overtime. He
got in on a shot. He couldn’t
finish because he was small,”
said Scorese, who added, “He’s
going to be really good next year.
That’s for sure.”

“We are 14 brothers going out
there for each other. It was a big
match. AJ knew he couldn’t get
pinned. But he didn’t want to go
out there and not get pinned. He
went out there and took it to that
kid,” McGovern said.

“He [AJ] wrestled really well on
that kid. At 106, ‘PK’, Pat Kalnins
wrestled really well getting that

fall for us when we really needed
it. We are back in the room to-
morrow. This is just a milestone.
We got bigger goals,” Coach
Gorman said.

McGovern also had bigger goals
when he rooted Hildebrandt off
the mat with a double-leg lift and
lowered him to his back adding a
half nelson in 3:57.

“I had to wrestle for my team.
We were all going out there for
each other. I knew I had to get
six. I didn’t even know what I did.
I knew I had to get it and I stuck
the kid. I have a nice double and
I enjoy lifting the kids. The fans
love it too. When you are in a big
match like this, the best thing
you can do is stick to the basics,”
McGovern suggested.

The Blue Streaks regained the
lead, 15-12, when Jarod Ostir
pinned Matt Doran with a front
grapevine at 170-lbs but Cranford
regained the lead when Vince
Concina received a forfeit at 182-
lbs. At 195-lbs, Nick Galka re-
corded three takedowns, two es-
capes and a penalty point for a 9-
5 decision over Dylan Budnik to

knot the team score, 18-18.
At 220-lbs, Cougar Anthony

Ramirez avenged a loss to Brody
Oberly when he recorded two es-
capes, a takedown and a nearfall
to come up with a 6-2 decision.
Alex Esposito pummeled Taylon
Zafis with three takedowns, two
escapes and two penalty points

to earn a 10-4 decision at 285-lbs
to give Cranford a 24-18 lead
entering Kalnins’ bout.

The ride for the Cougars this
season has definitely been a
memorable one with five seniors
(Capece, Scorese, DiGiovanni,
McGovern, Concina) all surpass-
ing 100 career victories.

“It’s pretty amazing we got five
this year. We have all been wres-
tling together since first grade,”
Scorese said.

“You can’t win a sectional cham-
pionship in a day and you can’t
grow a nice mustache in a day.
You got to trust the process and
we all bought in. That’s what
happened. Sectional title! It’s
been a long time coming,”
McGovern expressed.

“First time Cranford has ever
won 21 matches. That’s pretty
cool. I think we haven’t won sec-
tions in a while either. We got
Groups on Sunday. We got to win
those,” Scorese said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
126: — Ostir (W) d Halpin 4-2
132: — Scorese (C) d Valli 5-3
138: — DiGiovanni (C) d Nauta 10-4
145: — Nauta (W) d Nigro 5-1
152: — Taylor (W) d Bencivenga 7-5 OT
160: — McGovern (C) p Hildebrandt 3:57
170: — Ostir (W) p Doran 3:57
182: — Concina (C) won forfeit
195: — Galka (W) d Budnik 9-5
220: — Ramirez (C) d Oberly 6-2
Hwt: — Esposito (C) d Zafis 10-4
106: — Kalnins (C) p Slivka 1:40
113: — Capece (C) d Nauta 7-2
120: — Wulff (W) md Smith 13-2
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