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Cranford Students Noted for
Achievements; Turf Field Delayed

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Marilyn
Birnbaum, interim superinten-
dent of schools, stated at Mon-
day night’s board of education,
that she is excited about the
progress in academic and extra-
curricular development district-
wide. Cranford students had no-
table achievements in academic,
theatre arts, music, innovative
technology, and foreign lan-
guages. Superintendent
Birnbaum said each Cranford
school provides the students a

curriculum or tools to further their
interests and develop their natu-
ral talents.

Cranford High School actors and
actresses were recognized at the
Speech and Theatre Association
of New Jersey annual competi-
tion held at Rutgers University.
Niamh O’ Donovan and Noah
Wohlsen achieved finalist in dra-
matic monologue and comedic
monologue, respectively. Lili
Rebelo and Brenden Scalea
achieved fourth place in dramatic
pairs. THe superintendent said
Grace Chen, a Cranford High

School senior, has continued to
impress. Grace was chosen as a
candidate for the United States
Presidential Scholars Program.
The program recognizes some of
the nation’s most distinguished
graduating seniors for their ac-
complishments in many areas
such as academic success, lead-
ership, and service to school and
community.

Thomas Dineen, Adam
Czysznic, both seniors, and Jake
Bradford, a junior, both mem-
bers of the Pre-Engineering and
Robotics Club, have progressed
to the finals of the New Jersey
Institute of Technology (NJIT)
Panasonic Creative Design Chal-
lenge. Hillside Avenue School
eighth-grade chorus members,
Gianni Vivas and Jacob Sokol,
alongside Asher Shectman, a sev-
enth-grader, were selected into
the American Choral Directors
Association Honor Choir. The se-
lected students will work with
fellow choristers from around
New Jersey towards a culminat-
ing performance in May.

The sixth-grade mathemati-
cians club finished planning out
their Jurassic World-themed
amusement park, making deci-
sions on dinosaur species, at-
tractions, employment decisions,
and guest-dining options. In up-
coming weeks, the students will
practice managing money, writ-
ings checks, and other financial
literacy skills.

In other business, Superinten-
dent Birnbaum said 2017 district
goals should focus on student
education towards professional
development and utilize re-
sources available to challenge
their faculty to teach with new
and effective strategies.

The math and literacy coaches
will be holding their second par-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HEADED TO WEST POINT...Cranford High School (CHS) senior Cameron
Elizabeth Hay, center, was honored with a proclamation by the township
committee Tuesday night  for being accepted for admission this summer into the
United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point. Cameron is pictured
with her parents, right, as Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., at the podium, reads
the proclamation while Commissioner Andis Kalnins, at left, looks on.

Hay Honored with Proc.
For USMA Acceptance

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford High
School (CHS) senior Cameron
Elizabeth Hay was honored with a
proclamation by the township com-
mittee Tuesday for being accepted
for admission for this summer into
the (United States Military Acad-
emy) USMA at West Point.

Cameron has volunteered most
of her time with the Cranford
High School University Program,
Model UN, the Cranford High As-
sistance Program, and is captain
of the CHS Girls Soccer Team
and a coach for a soccer camp
with young children.

Cameron had attended a USMA
at West Point pre-college pro-
gram in 2016, completed a jun-
ior internship with Congressman
Leonard Lance’s (R-7th) office,
and was nominated by federal
legislators to apply to West Point.

During its business portion of
the meeting, the committee in-
troduced two amended ordi-
nances and passed more than
two dozen resolutions.

The code that outlays garbage
collection was amended by ordi-
nance after the township discov-
ered that haulers were collecting
garbage from cans left on the
curb. In residential areas, gar-
bage is to be kept in the rear yard
or can be left in the driveway, but
not beyond 10 feet from the clos-
est wall of the dwelling, accord-
ing to the ordinance. Trash cans
can also be placed on the side
yard (and is considered the rear
yard), Mayor Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr. told The Westfield Leader.

Timothy Meyer, Mark Willis and
Carmen Giordino were advanced
to First Class Firefighter with the
Cranford Fire Department.
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Cranford Man Arrested for
Bank Robbery In Ohio

CRANFORD — A 60-year-old
Cranford man has been arrested
and charged with robbery at an
Ohio bank.

According to
an online press
release from
the Grandview
Heights, Ohio,
police depart-
ment, Karl
Schlenker was
arrested as a
result of an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n
into a robbery
that occurred
at PNC Bank, at
1530 West First Avenue in
Grandview Heights, on January
31.

Grandview Heights Police de-
tectives filed an arrest warrant
for Schlenker. Detectives from
Grandview Heights and Cranford
Police apprehended Schlenker
without incident at his New Jer-
sey home on Monday.

Schlenker allegedly walked into

the PNC Bank and passed a note
to a bank employee that de-
manded cash. The suspect stated
that he had a bomb in a bag that

he was hold-
ing. The bank
e m p l o y e e
complied with
his demands,
and the sus-
pect left east-
bound after
placing the
bag by the
exit doors.

The Colum-
bus Fire Bomb
Squad was

called to the scene, and after
inspection, it was determined that
there were not any explosive
devices at the scene, according
to Grandview Heights Police.

Schlenker is currently awaiting
an extradition hearing, so that
he can be brought back to Franklin
County, Ohio, and face the
charges against him, according
to Grandview Heights Police.
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