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A $9.7-million bond anticipa-
tion note was designated by the
committee as a Qualified Tax-
Exempt Obligation.

Schenck, Price, Smith and King
was approved to provide labor
attorney legal services at a cost
not to exceed $20,000. Robert
Renaud of Palumbo, Renaud and
DeAppolonio was awarded a con-
tract of $20,000 to provide tax
appeal legal services.

McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney &
Carpenter, LLP was selected to
provide general litigation services
at a cost not to exceed $20,000.

Rogut McCarthy was awarded a
contract to provide general liti-
gation legal services at a cost not
to exceed $20,000.

Commissioner Andis Kalnins an-
nounced he would host two bud-
get workshops for residents who
wish to have input or ask ques-
tions. The first workshop will be
held Monday, February 20, and
the second March 5, at 7:30 p.m.
in Room 108 of the municipal
building.

Township Administrator Terence
Wall announced the township has
completed the transaction of pur-
chasing the land at 215-235
Birchwood Avenue. On Decem-
ber 28, the committee voted, by
a 4-to-1 tally, to purchase the 16
acres of land for $18 million from
S. Hekemian Group. Next, the
township is to develop a Request
for Proposal to sell the land to a
developer, Mr. Wall said.

During the conference session
held prior to the public meeting,
Library Director John Malar said
he is to retire at the end of the
year after serving 29 years to the
library. He also said the library is
to begin offering patrons online
access to “hoopla” via the library
online resources and would re-
quire a library card login. Patrons
can have access to music, mov-
ies, e-books, comics, TV shows
and more for two weeks. The
library plans to launch it Friday.

Garwood Council Approves Bond,
Discusses Police Dept. Policy

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Council met on Tuesday night
and approved an award in the
borough’s affordable-housing
lawsuit, unanimously approved
a bond ordinance for the pur-
chase of a new garbage truck in
the amount of $200,000, intro-
duced and approved an ordi-
nance that establishes promo-
tion procedures for police chief
and awarded proclamations to
Brownie Troop 40920.

After meeting in executive ses-
sion, the council awarded

$5,800 to Harbor Consultants
for conceptual sketches to as-
sist the borough in resolving its
affordable-housing lawsuit with
a vote of 4-to-2. Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro and Councilman
Joe Sarno voted against.

The bond ordinance to autho-
rize the acquisition of a new
garbage truck by appropriating
the sum of $200,000 to pay for
the cost was unanimously
passed.

“If we need it we need it,”
resident Bruce Paterson said,
referring to the garbage truck
during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting. He stated
that the borough has been pay-
ing for health benefits for an
unidentified councilperson and
that this money could have been
used to purchase the truck. “I
am very disappointed in that
councilperson,” he said.

“We are there, we need the
truck now,” Councilman Sarno
said.

An ordinance to establish pro-
motion procedures for the rank
of police chief was unanimously
approved by the governing
body.

“After the last council meet-
ing, the Administrative Review
Committee met to discuss the
promotional matters for chief of
police,” Councilwoman Cuccaro
said. She stated that the com-
mittee met with labor counsel
and drafted an ordinance that
would create a “process based
on scores, interviews and other
related issues.”

“It is our responsibility to se-
lect the best candidate for the
borough and the council needs
to have the tools to make that

ent workshop on Thursday, March
2, at 7 p.m. at the Orange Av-
enue School. Parents will be
taught how to reinforce reading
comprehension and the progres-
sion of the four mathematical
operations and fractions.

Lincoln School conducted a se-
nior seminar. The seminar edu-
cates students on the qualifica-
tions and skills most needed in
career settings. Students meet
with guidance counselors
monthly to develop and imple-
ment a transitional plan. Stu-
dents explore career and educa-
tional opportunities with their
counselors. Cranford High School
guidance counselors and admin-
istrators have initiated an ad-
vanced placement meeting pro-
gram. Superintendent Birnbaum
said the goal of the program is to
help struggling students achieve
exemplary scores on test day.

 The program is backed by sta-
tistical data retained on each
student’s performance to date.
The superintendent said all stu-

dents must be reinforced in be-
coming excellent residents of the
community. Hillside Avenue
School third-grade students won
the 2016 Students Change Hun-
ger Food Drive, sponsored by the
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey. The students donated over
1,000 pounds of canned and
boxed food. The food was col-
lected from October through De-
cember.

Policy changes were prepared
for first reading and will be con-
firmed or denied by the board of
education. The policy changes
will address smoking prohibition,
admission, conduct and disci-
pline, married and pregnant stu-
dents, illness, and guidance ser-
vices.

The baseball turf field has been
delayed. The project will not be
completed by March 1. The in-
field will be a darker brown turf
and a blue and yellow C will be
emblazoned behind home plate.
A main factor pending project
completion is the weather.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN ...The Kuzviwanza family sleds down a slope at Unami Park in
Cranford.
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