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Bd. of Adjustment Member Should
Stop Talking And Start Listening

I’m writing in response to the
recently published letter,
“Westfield Does Community And
Public Matters Very Well.” What a
pat on the back from the board of
adjustment to the board of adjust-
ment! Edward Stellingwerf must
have taken a page out of the
Trump Administration handbook
for this one – deny, whitewash,
gaslight, act like everything is going
great.

To call a constituent out by
name about her concerns, and
publicly shame her about those
concerns and feelings in print is
an absolute disgrace to his posi-
tion. He may not agree with her
concern, but the arena in which
her concerns were presented
were appropriate, that’s what
these meetings are for. His job is
to point her in the right direction.

Was he so offended by the criti-
cism that he saw need to publish
an op-ed about how brazenly
well the town is doing?

Stellingwerf’s letter is a per-
sonal attack against a concerned
local – it is blatantly not “doing
community and public matters
very well,” rather quite embar-
rassingly doing the opposite.
Seems like the board would rather
not have feedback. In this politi-
cal climate, when the public is
finally paying attention to local
politics, representatives had best
be on their best behavior. Good
luck silencing our questions and
opinions. Your constituents are
not going anywhere. Stop talk-
ing, and start listening.

Nicole Bonaccorso
Cranford

Local Letters to the Editor

Garwood Holds Town Hall Meeting
To Discuss Upcoming Property Taxes
Thank you to all the Garwood

residents who came out on Feb-
ruary 7 to check out the first ever
Breaking Down the Budget Town
Hall meeting at Lincoln School. If
you were unable to make it,
please feel free to check out the
slideshow presentation on
www.garwood.org. - on the home
page under “Announcements.”

It was a privilege to lead the
meeting that discussed impor-
tant budget topics from the state’s
2 percent cap law to property
revaluation, and more. We broke
down last year’s tax bill into its
components: 45 percent school,
34 percent municipal, 19 percent
county, 1 percent library, .05
percent open space. Additionally,

information provided by our Po-
lice, Fire, and Public Works De-
partments as well as Planning
Board and volunteer committees
were shared.

The conversation on the munici-
pal budget will continue, as it has
in past years, with two special
budget meetings. Each meeting
will start promptly at 7 p.m. at
Borough Hall on March 9 and March
23. The Mayor and Council will
discuss the budget line by line and
will open each meeting up for
input from the public. Hope to see
you there.

Sara Todisco
Council President

Garwood

Designer Bag Bingo
On Tap March 24

CRANFORD — Saint Michael
School in Cranford will host its
Second Annual Designer Bag
Bingo on Friday, March 24. The
event will be held at the
Kenilworth Veterans of Foreign
Wars headquarters, located at
33 South 21st Street, Kenilworth.
Doors will open at 5 p.m., with
calling beginning at 7 p.m.

Admission is $25 per person
and includes 10 games with three
faces per game, plus dessert,
coffee and tea. Participants are
welcome to bring their own
snacks.

There also will be a Tricky Tray
raffle, 50/50 and a “Super Sassy”
high-end handbag raffle. Addi-
tional Bingo packets will be avail-
able for purchase.

Participants are asked to bring
a personal care item donation,
such as toothbrushes, shampoo,
deodorant or other such essen-
tials, to benefit St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth, and
be entered to win a “Mystery
Gift.”

Advance registration forms and
payment in full must be received
by Monday, March 20, to reserve
a spot.

For additional information, con-
tact saint.michael@Verizon.net
or (908) 276-9425.

Trinity Episcopal Helping
Seamen’s Church Institute

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, will hold a
Bake Sale fundraiser for the
Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI)
on Sunday, February 26. Addi-
tionally, Trinity is collecting trial-
size shampoo, two- to four-ounce
bottles of hand lotion, lip balm,
soft packs of facial tissue, packs
of chewing gum and microwave
popcorn, for SCI’s “Christmas at
Sea” program.

“Ninety percent of everything
consumed is brought over by
container ship,” said Marion
Nechuta, Trinity outreach chair-
person, describing the key role
mariners play.

The bake sale will take place
during the coffee hours following
the 8 and 10 a.m. services, at
which time Steven Lyman, direc-
tor, and the Reverend James
Kollin, chaplain, of SCI’s Port
Newark Center will present in-
formation about SCI’s work. For
additional information, call (908)
276-4047.

The SCI, founded in 1834 and
affiliated with the Episcopal
Church, is the largest mariners’
support agency in North America.
It provides professional mariners
with specially tailored education,
free legal advocacy for mariner
welfare, and pastoral care. It
operates Seafarer Centers in Port
Newark, the Port of Oakland,
Houston, Tex. and Paducah, Ky.
Its chaplains visit more than
2,400 vessels a year. The Sea-
farer Centers provide mariners
and port workers with Internet
access and personal computers,
International calling and cheap
phone cards, recreational activi-
ties, worship and pastoral care
regardless of their religious af-
filiation, and free shuttles from
terminal gates to the center and
local stores. For more informa-
tion about SCI, visit

seamenschurch.org/ or call (973)
589-5828.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing Cranford area families since
1872. Sunday services at 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. are celebrated by
the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge. For
more information about Trinity,
call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

‘Dr. Gameshow Live!’
On Tap In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
host an evening of interactive
fun entitled “Dr. Gameshow Live!”
on Monday, March 6, at 7 p.m. It
will take place in the audio-visual
room of the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

The program, which started as
a weekly radio show on WFMU,
blends improvisational comedy,
experimental games and plenty
of audience participation. Come-
dians Jo Firestone and Manolo
will present some games they
have played on the air in the
past, assisted by audience mem-
bers.

The library describes the pro-
gram as “The Price Is Right”
meets Pee Wee Herman.

This free, all-ages event is open
to everyone — children and adults
alike — but is best suited to
participants age 10 and up. No
registration is required.

Baldowski Makes
Delaware Dean’s List
DOYLESTOWN, P.A. – Lauren

Baldowski, a resident of Cranford,
was honored for academic
achievement by being named to
the Dean's List at Delaware Val-
ley University for the Fall 2016
semester.
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