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Cranford Zoning Bd. OKs
Spruce Ave. Addition

Family Seeks to Honor Son
With Bench at Tamaques

NO MORE BULL...After 22 years in business, the owners of the Colorado Cafe
on Bonnie Burn Road in Watchung called it quits, shuttering the restaurant and
country-western dance hall. Co-owner Angelo Porchetta told The Westfield
Leader "it was a good run" but business had fallen off, leaving them little choice.
According to Mr. Porchetta the adjacent Weldon quarry had purchased the land
and building three years ago and the restaurant was leasing it back. He said the
Weldon family was great to work with, but business had fallen off too far to
continue. An auction of the contents, including the mechanical bull, will be held on
Monday, July 31. Pictured above a group of Westfield Post Office employees
enjoyed a night out at the Colorado Cafe in 2003.

By JORDAN BURNELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The zoning
board of adjustment on Monday
night unanimously voted to approve
an application for construction of
an addition on a home and demoli-
tion of an existing detached garage.

The board was to hear two appli-
cations for permits during this meet-
ing, but the first item on the agenda
was an application for the construc-
tion of four residential apartments
at 496 Centennial Avenue. This ap-
plication was carried to the board’s
Monday, September 11 meeting.

The second item on the agenda,
and the only application heard in
front of the board was a proposal
for an addition on a home.

Daniel Pereira of 27 Spruce Street
brought an application in front of
the board for renovations to his
house. With the help of Thomas
DiGiorgio, his architect from
Westfield, the board viewed a plan

for reconstruction.
The application Mr. Pereira put

in front of the board was to create an
addition and demolish the detached
garage to expand the existing model
of the house. This will be done by
adding an L-shaped wrap-around
porch as an addition to the single-
family home and moving the de-
tached garage and changing it to an
attached garage.

The plans were created to better
fit in with the neighborhood and to
be up to Cranford’s standard of liv-
ing. Mr. DiGiorgio explained that
as the house is now, it does not flow
correctly and the land is chopped
up, so Mr. Pereira wants changes to
be made to make it easier to live in.

The board decided against hav-
ing a private counsel for a vote and
instead all board members voted to
give the permit to Mr. Pereira.

The next zoning board of adjust-
ment meeting will take place on
Monday, August 21.

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A year ago this
month, Westfield lost a community
member of only 17 years of age.
After a lot of thought, the parents of
Ezra Kennedy, who died in a hiking
accident at Kaaterskill Falls in New
York, have decided that they would
like to memorialize their son with a
bench at Tamaques Park, where he
used to play as a kid.

“I don’t think any of us want to
say no to the cause,” Chairman Pe-
ter Echausse said at the Westfield
Recreation Commission meeting on
Monday.

The decisions to be made are more
a matter of style, so that the park
benches are standardized, and loca-
tion. The Kennedy family was look-
ing to place the bench in an area
past the first parking lot by the road,
but commission members noted that
it should be in a location where
people would hopefully look at it
and use it. The family’s chosen lo-
cation also is in an area that is in
consideration for future expansion.

“If we’re going to do it,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said, “make sure it’s permanent,
make sure it’s done right.”

Additionally, the commission
welcomed its new director, Don
Bogardus, who currently works in
Denville Township. Mr. Bogardus
will start on Monday, August 14,
replacing Bruce Kaufmann, who has
been the director for 16 years.

In other business, commission
members were given an update on
the Summer Playground Program,

A FIRST FOR WESTFIELD...The Hampshire Companies, along with JV part-
ner Claremont Properties and project investment advisor, Circle Squared Alter-
native Investments, joined Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Westfield town to celebrate
the grand opening of 333 Central Avenue, Westfield’s first luxury, transit-
oriented community. The 70-unit development includes covered parking, a lounge
with wet-bar, a gym with a yoga room, and a roof top lounge. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Francesca Azzara, Coldwell Banker West Office; Mayor Skibitsky;
Richard Sciaretta, director of Capital Management at Claremont Companies; Jon
F. Hanson, chairman, The Hampshire Companies; James E. Hanson II, president
and chief executive officer, The Hampshire Companies; Jeffrey Sica, president
and chairman, Circle Squared Alternative Investments, and Norman Feinstein,
vice-chairman, The Hampshire Companies.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
DELIVERING THE NEWS...Westfield town crier Lowell Schantz delivers the news during last Thursday’s Sons of the
American Revolution (SAR) Independence Day program as part of the Westfield Community Concert Band concert in
Mindowaskin Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR HISTORY...Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)
members David Hill, Richard Blundin and Ken Ward stand in front of a Vietnam
era 1968 Ford Military Utility Tactical Truck owned by Ted Wurster at last
Thursday’s Westfield Community Concert Band concert in Mindowaskin Park.
The annual Independence Day program featured a ceremony by the SAR.
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Traffic Circle to Be Refurbished;
Parklet Results Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Chief Spirit Of-
ficer (CSO) of Westfield Meaghan
Murphy introduced three local busi-
nesses as part of the Westfield First
presentation Tuesday at the town
council’s public meeting. Gladys
Sheppard, Glamorous Girlz owner;
Joanna Rapuzzi, owner of AR Work-
shop, and the owners of Blende Cus-

tom Beauty each told the public and
council about their businesses.

Ms. Murphy also has created
Bestfield social media accounts, such
as Facebook and Instagram accounts,
where she is promoting local busi-
nesses as well as documenting what is
happening locally.

Prior to the public council meeting,
at 7 p.m., Ms. Murphy held her first
“spirit squad” meeting where local

people gathered to discuss how to
build upon the Bestfield initiative to
create interest in local business. Ms.
Murphy invited members of the public
by way of her social media accounts to
garner more input in her venture to
help downtown businesses thrive.

The next “spirit squad” gathering
will be held Tuesday, August 8, at 7
p.m., in the council chambers prior to
the council’s public meeting, and she
hopes to hold these sessions at the
same time prior to each council meet-
ing in the near future. The spirit squad
session is “a place to create positive
change,” Ms. Murphy said. She is
seeking help from the community to
“pool our resources,” she said, and
continue the momentum she has cre-
ated. One of her initiatives to create
foot traffic for local businesses is
painting rocks with upbeat messages
that are then hidden around town.
Some of those rocks come with dis-
counts and prizes to be used down-
town. Rock-painting events also will
be held.

During the council’s public meet-
ing, officials adopted an amended
ordinance pertaining to signage on
construction sites. Signs may be af-
fixed to a building, freestanding or
mounted on a construction fence;
however, freestanding signs are to be
set back 10 feet from any property
line. Sizes of the signs also were
denoted in the ordinance, and the size
allowed is dependent on the zone in
which the property lies.

Another ordinance was introduced
to modify parking by Tuttle Parkway.
Residents living along the roadway
had told the council that an increase
in parking by commuters who take
the bus has created interferences with
the line of sight while driving by the
triangle, Mr. Gildea said. The ordi-
nance would do away with parking
around the triangle to improve lines
of sight, thereby making it safer for
drivers.

Downtown, the council recently al-
lowed a parklet to be installed in front

which is offered at every elemen-
tary school in Westfield for chil-
dren to go to as a day camp. Last
year there were 751 campers and
this year there are 853 campers at-
tending the programs.

“We are up in registration and we
are up obviously in finances as
well,” Mr. Kaufmann said.

The programs at three of the el-
ementary schools also have been
working around not utilizing the
gymnasiums due to the floor re-
placements, which so far has not
caused too many problems thanks
to the weather.

Updates were given on Westfield
Memorial Pool as well.

“We did not meet our anticipated
revenue last year, so that had to be
added to our budget,” Mr. Kaufmann
said.

To date, there have been 30,000
check-ins since the pool opening on
June 3. A total of 261 kids signed up
for the swim team and there have
been 445 registrations for swim les-
sons. Additionally, there has been
an increase in lifeguards from
around 35 guards last year.

“We are now up to 60 lifeguards
on staff,” Aquatic Supervisor
Heather Re said. “We can even have
eight guards on the main pool; on a
normal day, we have five.”

On the other hand, the bids that
came in for bathrooms at Memorial
Park were too high.

“It’s too small for the big compa-
nies and it’s too big for the small
companies,” Mr. Kaufmann said in
regards to the project.
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Garwood Approves PILOT
For South Ave. Development

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — With a 5-to-1 ma-
jority vote, the Garwood Borough
Council approved an ordinance Tues-
day solidifying a financial agreement
with South Avenue Urban Renewal
LLC for the Casale property re-de-
velopment. The financial agreement
authorizes a long-term tax exemption
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT)
program for South Avenue. Urban
Renewal, LLC, referred to as the
Russo Development, plans to erect
269 units. The development is desig-
nated for completion by 2020. South
Avenue Renewal will pay taxes on the
property until 2020, when the PILOT
begins.

Because the borough entered into
the financial agreement, the devel-
oper must drop any prior tax appeals
filed. The tax abatement or PILOT
program seeks to eliminate conven-
tional taxes. Instead, the borough will
share in total revenue the develop-
ment generates for 30 years.

In 2020, the borough is expected to
collect a percentage of the
development’s total revenue. The
percentage the borough collects will
help offset any costs from more resi-
dents and may create financial sur-
plus, according to borough redevel-
opment legal counselor William
Northgrave. In a given tax year, the
long-term tax exemption guarantees
the borough rights to collect the high-
est of three potential revenue sources.
The three sources are the minimal
annual service charge (development
total revenue share), annual tax rev-
enue, and a percentage of real prop-
erty taxes.

The financial agreement could al-
low the borough to collect $32.8 mil-

lion over a 30-year period based on
revenue projections.

Mr. Northgrave said Councilman
Joseph Sarno negotiated with the de-
veloper for increased shares of total
revenue in years 16 through 30, which
could net Garwood an extra $1.8 mil-
lion in tax revenue.

The borough will collect 10 per-
cent of the development’s total rev-
enue for the first 15 years, 11 percent
in years 16 through 25, and 12 per-
cent in years 26 through 30.

“We trust Russo or South Avenue
as prudent investors and developers,
meaning we have every intention to
believe the revenue from this project
will be abundant. Total revenue means
every penny the project earns, mean-
ing rents as well as any surcharges
[the development’s] residents pay,”
Mr. Northgrave said.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, Jen-
nifer Edwards of Acacia Financial
Group gave a PowerPoint presenta-
tion outlining and discussing key

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


