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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Useful Information, It is all there at www.goleader.com/help
(Your subscription Renewal Date and Customer ID are printed on your mailing label.)
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Local Elected Officials
Terms Up In 2017

State Senate
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
State Assembly
Jim Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway)
Jerry Green (D-22nd, Plainfield)
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
Nancy Munoz (D-21st, Summit)
County Sheriff
TBA
County Freeholders
Angel Estrada (D)
Chris Hudak (D)
Vernell Wright (D)
Cranford Twn. Committee
Patrick Giblin (D)
Andis Kalnins (R)
Fanwood Council
Russell Huegel (D)
Kevin Boris (D)
Garwood Council
Lou Petruzzelli (D)
Sara Todisco (D)
Mountainside Council
Keith Turner (R)
Deanna Andre (R)
Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky (R)
Westfield Council
Sam Della Fera (R, 1st Ward)
Ken Donnelly (R, 2nd Ward)
David Oliveira (R, 3rd Ward)
Keith Loughlin (R, 4th Ward)
Cranford Board of Education
Lisa Carbone, Daniel Demarco,
Kristen Mallon, Kurt Petschow, Jr.
Garwood Board of Education
Aaron Watkins, Christine Guerriero
Linda Koenig
Mountainside Board of Education
Dante Gioia
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education
Evan Murray (Scotch Plains)
Debora Brody (Scotch Plains)
Jeanne Cleary (Fanwood)
Westfield Board of Education
Chris Langhart, Peggy Oster
Mark Friedman

Resident Said He
Was Misquoted

A quote in the article, “Sanctuary
City Debate Continues In Westfield,”
is misattributed to me, and I do not
agree with or support the opinions
expressed in that statement. Please
correct the record to accurately name
the woman who spoke. Thank you.

John Barker
Westfield

Editor’s note: We regret any confu-
sion this may have caused.

Meeting on Reservation Trails
Master Plan Was One-Sided

Westfielders: Please Join Us In
Opposing Towhouse Development

Dear Union County Freeholders, Lo-
cal Council Members, Mayors…,

I am very upset about the Watchung
Reservation Trails Master Plan that has
apparently been discussed, drawn up,
voted on and in the process of putting
flags up to develop. My property backs
up to the reservation. I nor my neighbors,
town administrators, police, etc., were
ever notified, asked for our opinion, com-
munity input, etc. The lack of communi-
cation with everyone but the bike group,
who has been a part of this from the
beginning, comes across very one-sided,
not forthcoming, and not very demo-
cratic; we were blindsided.

I attended the meeting held [on March
7] at Trailside Center and went with my
main objective to express my dismay of
the proximity of the trail to my home.
You can see the flags from my backyard,
the flags on Sylvan Lane are so close to
the road, it’s dangerous! The map shows
the route crossing Summit Lane and an
already busy and dangerous location. I
am upset about the dangers to our homes
and children this will bring, the lack of
privacy, taking away our serenity and
beauty, bringing down our property val-
ues. Major questions I have are — How
much will this cost? Who will maintain
these trails? Who will police them, espe-
cially hard to reach areas. There are trees,
roots, boulders, streams, etc. every few
feet, how many trees and roots will be
taken down? The plan says no trees will
be cut down. That is the most ridiculous
statement. I urge you to walk five minutes
into my backyard and you can see for
yourself that is impossible!

I listened to three hours of concerned
county taxpayers get up and explain how

upset they are about how this was handled,
and what will happen to our beloved
reservation – not activity park when 13.5
miles of trails will be cut into our nature
preserve.

Some of the main key points I took
away were: safety concerns; tree erosion;
root protection; current trails are not be-
ing taken care of and a mess; mountain
bike tire erosion; aggressive over devel-
opment already; no public opinions prior
to going forward with plan; liability; main-
tenance; not what the reservation was
designed for; it’s a natural wildlife habi-
tat; worry for endangered species and all
animals; preserve the little open space we
have for our future; parking; enforcing of
parking and trespassing on neighboring
streets and neighborhoods; was an envi-
ronmental impact study done?

Neighbors in Mountainside, Berkeley
Heights, Summit, Scotch Plains all got up
and voiced the same complaints and
concerns...no notice, too close to our
homes, worried about safety, loss of pri-
vacy, decreased home values, tax dollars,
concerns for trees and animals, concern
for hikers, concern for bikers on danger-
ous areas of sloping, already eroding
slopes. Residents for all of Union County,
young and old came, and shared their
opposition for this plan.

I only hope that it’s not too late! Citi-
zens need to have their voices heard, not
just one group that was represented be-
fore the vote to push their agenda.

Please reconsider the mountain bike
trails altogether and at the very least, their
proximity to residences.

Patricia Filiaci
Mountainside

We need your help on March 13
and 29…

Last August, a local Westfielder
wrote to you about a neighborhood
group that has formed to object to and
fight against an out-of-town builder
who wants to “shoehorn” six very
large townhomes and a parking lot at
1481 East Broad Street into a space
that is less than an acre.I am writing to
you, Westfielders, to look for your
support in opposing this proposal as
if this builder gets approval for this
project, this could happen to your
neighborhood. We, as well as our
neighbors, invested in this single-fam-
ily community with a specific charac-
ter – this project threatens this invest-
ment and charm.

This project completely contradicts
the zoning use of the property as a
single-family residential area. Eleven
variances being sought are signifi-
cant which:

Unites Per Acre (6.09 Requested
vs. 3.7 Permitted);

Building Coverage (19.6 percent

Requested vs. 10.0 percent Permit-
ted);

Floor Area Ratio (36.1 percent
Requested vs. 20.0 percent Permit-
ted);

All Improvements Coverage (45.1
percent Requested vs. 20.0 percent
Permitted);

Stories (3.5 Requested vs. 2.5 Per-
mitted).

The builder will be continuing their
project presentation to the Westfield
Board of Adjustment on Wednesday,
March 29 at 7:30 p.m. at the munici-
pal building (425 East Broad Street).
If passed, this may negatively change
the characteristic of the neighbor-
hood and serve as a precedent for
other developers to attempt to disrupt
the town’s zoning plans.

The meeting is open to the public
for comments. Please join your neigh-
bors and fellow Westfielders to voice
your opposition to this project.

Thank You.
Floren Pressman

Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Garrote – To strangle
2. Riparious – Growing or living along

the banks of a stream
3. Cymophanous – Having a wavy,

floating light
4. Rhapontic – Rhubarb

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZOKOR
1. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
2. Calcium tungstate
3. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
4. A wedge

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. An arrow or arrowhead
4. A shred or splinter

TEFF
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A grain plant of Abyssinia from

which flour is made
4. Excessive grief; very sad

SARCOID
1. Like or consisting of flesh
2. Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rust-colored
4. Scaly, as with fish

Lá Fhéile Pádraig
Excerpts from Wikipedia: “Saint Patrick’s Day

or the Feast of Saint Patrick is celebrated annually on
17 March, the death date of the most commonly-
recognized patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick (c.
AD 385–461). — He was born in Roman Britain.

Saint Patrick’s Day was made an official Christian
feast day in the early seventeenth century. The
Lenten restrictions on eating and drinking alcohol
are lifted for the day, which has encouraged and
propagated the holiday’s tradition of alcohol con-
sumption.

Saint Patrick’s Day is a public holiday in the
Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Newfound-
land and Labrador and Montserrat. It is also cel-

ebrated around the world; especially in Britain,
Canada, the United States, Argentina, Australia and
New Zealand.” “Wearing of the green (meaning to
wear a shamrock) — Originally, the color associated
with Saint Patrick was blue...” [In Dublin] The first
Saint Patrick’s Festival was held on 17 March 1996.
In 1997, it became a three-day event, and by 2000 it
was a four-day event. By 2006, the festival was five
days long; more than 675,000 people attended the
2009 parade. Overall 2009’s five-day festival saw
close to 1 million visitors, who took part in festivities
that included concerts, outdoor theatre, and fire-
works.” In New Jersey, nearly everyone is Irish on
St. Pat’s Day.

Westfield Comes Together In
Mourning A Young Woman

One of the most distinguishing characteristics
about the Town of Westfield is the way its residents
have always come together — both in times of
celebration and of sorrow. We have witnessed this
time and again over the years under so many circum-
stances. This oneness of the community has espe-
cially been evident during its most difficult days,
from the wake of 9/11 to the loss of a single life.

Such unity was poignantly evident yet again fol-
lowing the tragic and sudden passing of Westfield
High School freshman Theresa “Terry” DiFalco on
the evening of March 4 in an accident on Central
Avenue.

It was a loss felt personally and deeply by the
entire community, and one shared by the hundreds of
townspeople who attended a candlelit vigil held
outside the high school the evening after her death,
and a March 6 prayer service at St. Helen’s Church
in Westfield. The sentiments of all of Westfield also
are clearly reflected in a large heart decoration that

was added to an existing display on a resident’s
fence along Rahway Avenue, bearing the message
“Theresa Is In Our Hearts & Prayers.”

Remembered by those who knew her as a vibrant
young woman, Terry was part of the cast of the
Westfield High School spring musical Carrie, which
the cast will perform in her memory beginning
tonight. It was felt that Terry would have wanted  the
production to go on.

As they have when previous tragedies have oc-
curred, Westfield residents have embraced a griev-
ing family and friends and offered their support.
Even those who never met Terry DiFalco have been
touched by her passing. All of Westfield feels they
have lost someone special.

This is the kind of town Westfield has always
been, and continues to be, and part of what makes
it a strong and resilient community. As part of this
community, our hearts go out to the DiFalco family,
and we share in Westfield’s loss.

Freeholders Should Take Their
Time Before Approving Trails

The Freeholder Board faced off last Thursday
night with a number of angry and concerned
homeowners living near the 2,000-plus-acre
Watchung Reservation over the county’s plan to
construct 13-and-a-half miles of new trails specifi-
cally for mountain bike riders. Mountain riders also
spoke at the meeting.

The trails are used for hikers, joggers, dog walk-
ers, and horseback riders. In our view, opponents
raised some good questions and valid concerns.
None of the trails should be near homes, however, if

this activity attracts more people to the reservation, the
county really cannot be expected to stop people from
using reservation access points near existing homes.

In the end, it is likely new trails will be constructed
but the county, in our view, needs to be careful to
ensure the trails are done properly and take into
account what is best for mountain bikers, equestri-
ans and hikers as well as homeowners. We ask the
board to take their time before approving a final plan
for these trails, including holding another meeting
with those living in the area.

Our Thoughts And Prayers Continue
To Go Out To Her Family And Friends

Opening 13-Mile Trail to Mountain
Bikers Will Attract Bikers Statewide
In the late 1980s, I woke up one

evening in the Elizabeth General Hos-
pital with a concussion, after being hit
from behind by a bicycle on the stadium
track at Warinanco Park. There was a
sign stating “No bikes on the track.” I
sued Union County and won. Do you
really think a sign is going to keep the
general mountain biking population off
the hiking and horse trails? Where is the
money going to come from to settle all
the lawsuits that will inevitably be
brought upon the county for incidents
occurring because of non-compliance...
my tax dollars?

There are currently 98 Mountain bike
trails in the State of New Jersey as
stated on the singletracks.com website.
Only 22 of those trails are 13 miles or
more and none are in as densely a popu-

lated area as Union County. Opening a
new 13-mile trail will be a clarion call
to mountain bikers all over the state.
Where will they park? Will there be
more restroom facilities built? Will po-
lice be hired to enforce trail rules? Ad-
ditional staff for trash removal? How
will emergency services get in for the
inevitable injuries? And with the close
proximity of the reservation to the Sum-
mit train station, how many riders will
descend on our fragile reservation from
New York City?

I beg the Freeholders to reconsider
and not open the Watchung Reservation
to mountain biking. It will be one ex-
pensive can of worms that will be very
difficult to close.

Cathy Smith
Scotch Plains

On March 4, 2017, the DiFalco
family suffered a tragic loss as a re-
sult of an accident that took their
beloved daughter’s life. We have been
and continue to be a community in
mourning. We cannot imagine the
pain and grief that Terry’s family is
feeling, and our thoughts and prayers
continue to go out to her family and
friends.

The DiFalco family has been over-
whelmed by the community’s sup-
port. However, they have reached out
to me to ask that I communicate their
most deepest plea that, out of respect
for their privacy and to Terry’s
memory, individuals immediately stop
distributing stories, photos, theories,
and private information on social
media and otherwise. Many people
who are not associated with the
DiFalco family or who are not famil-
iar with any facts in this matter are
posting sensational and/or specula-
tive comments that the family finds
insensitive and they do not want her
image exploited in this way. The fam-

ily will be removing her Instagram
and Facebook pages and requests that
no one repost anything if they had
access.

If you would like to respectfully
show the DiFalco family their sup-
port and honor Terry’s life, the family
has requested that donations be made
in her name to: Imagine, A Center for
Coping with Loss www.imaginenj.org
and/or The Wounded Warriors Project
bit.ly/2mgosxG.

The Westfield Police Department
and the Union County Prosecutor’s
office are jointly conducting the acci-
dent investigation. Though we are all
emotional at this time, the Town must
act on the facts and not on emotion
alone. Please honor the family’s re-
quest and stop distributing private
information and uninformed suppo-
sitions. I know the community does
not want to impose any additional
heartache on Terry’s family.

Thank you.
Andy Skibitsky

Mayor of Westfield


