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Trails Master Plan Is Fair And
Benefits All Union County Residents
I attended the open mic forum re-

late to the Watchung Reservation
Master Plan [March 7] at the Trailside
Center with about 300 other people.

Megan Stanley, PP, AICP of Con-
sulting & Municipal Engineers or CME
Associates, who drafted the master
plan, was in attendance and presented
a number of facts prior to the open mic
session of the evening. Ms. Stanley
informed the attendees that the envi-
ronmental impact of the trails includ-
ing wildlife, wetlands, and trees were
studied prior to the drafting of the final
plan. Yet, many in attendance chose to
ignore the facts as she stated them and
continued to make up their own to
bolster their opinion.

For example, Charles Weltner of
Plainfield has been quoted on various
media outlets. He falsely claims that
“the engineering firm only inter-
viewed mountain bikers for their in-
put. They did not interview adjacent
land owners, hikers, trail stewards,
nature students, environmentalists or
birders.” There were, in fact, quite a
few opponents that routinely attended
the Freeholder meetings and very
clearly and quite often voiced the
same reasons presented last evening
for their opposition. Those same
points were the very reason that the
original shared trail plan was amended
to this latest proposal. He also ques-
tions the wildlife and environmental
impact of the trails and used a bill-
board prop for a visual component to
his presentation. Ms. Stanley had al-
ready spoken to this, but Mr. Weltner
chose to disregard her professional
statements in order to further a pre-
planned agenda.

This happened for most of the
evening. Many opponents cited the
lack of communication even though
this was a very open and visible pro-
cess from the beginning. Freeholder
minutes are posted on-line and are
available to everyone. The Master
Plan has been published, amended
and republished for some time now.
In fact, on January 3rd, 2016 Free-
holder Chairman Bergen, gave a
speech in which he states; “Residents
have also asked for new bike paths. I
am pleased to announce we will be
working to create unique paths for
cyclists, hikers, and horse riders in
the Watchung Reservation. This plan
will be unveiled soon.”

Other presenters continued with
false facts throughout the evening.
One such presenter argumentatively
insisted that trees will be cut down
even though Ms. Stanley confirmed
multiple times to the contrary. Many
presenters insisted that wildlife and
wetlands would suffer, even though
Ms. Stanley said that wildlife and
wetlands were taken into consider-
ation and studies reviewed before this
amended Master Plan was proposed.

Other presenters continued to cite
opinions about trail degradation,
noise, safety, maintenance, cost and
others without any substantiated evi-
dence to validate those opinions.

It was clear that the prefabricated
agenda to oppose any bike pathways
in Watchung Reservation is not ame-
nable to the facts as they are pre-
sented by professional engineers and
city officials. The facts are conve-
niently disregarded to suit one par-
ticular agenda. It was embarrassing
to watch our city officials and con-
sultants lambasted and disrespected
in a verbal cacophony of hysterical
claims. After decades of being bul-
lied by one user group who consis-
tently reference the same argument,
don’t you think the politicians and
planners have done their homework
before presenting such a plan? Isn’t it
insulting to purport that a profession-
ally trained environmental engineer
working for one of the top engineer-
ing firms in the area hasn’t consid-
ered these points?

It’s time to work together for what
is in the best interest of our commu-
nity as a whole and that begins by
identifying each other as we are. We
are not happy bird-watching hikers
vs. Red Bull guzzling adrenaline junk-
ies. We are all stakeholders who care
for and enjoy access to the outdoors.
We value the environment and want
our children and grandchildren to
enjoy outdoor play. Through work-
ing together over the past year, listen-
ing to the input of opponents and
proponents, the plan has moved from
shared trail access to a separate trail
system for children and families to
ride their bicycles off-road. This plan
is a fair plan that benefits all residents
in Union County, but especially our
young children and future genera-
tions.

Thomas Dunn
Cranford

Letters to the Editor
Food Establishments Inspected By The
Westfield Regional Health Department

Sanctuary City Resolutions?
What Are They?

I write in regard to the front-page
article in this week’s Leader, “Sanc-
tuary City Debate Continues”. It is
clear from several of those quoted in
the article opposing a sanctuary policy
in Westfield that meaningful debate
suffers from misunderstanding of the
issue on many levels. On a most basic
level, a sanctuary policy does not
encourage local authorities to violate
the law in any way. Rather, it ex-
presses the will of the community that
local police and public officials not
be expected to do a job that they were
neither trained nor hired to do, namely,
enforcing federal immigration law.
Not only would this divert local re-
sources, it would also negatively im-
pact the ability of local law enforce-
ment, health departments, schools and
other public agencies to effectively
deter crime, prevent disease out-
breaks, or provide other critical ser-
vices. Victims and witnesses of crime,
the ill and infirm, and others in dis-
tress who may happen to be immi-
grants living or working in our com-
munity would not come forward out
of fear and distrust of police or offi-
cials who might insist on seeing proof
of legal status or threaten to turn them
or their relatives over to ICE. This
would impede criminal investigations,
embolden criminals, and allow dan-
gerous conditions to fester. On the
most basic level, sanctuary is about
public safety. Many have expressed
opposition to sanctuary policies on
the basis that they somehow promote
or condone illegal immigration. Once
again, adoption of a sanctuary policy
is not an endorsement of those who

violate immigration laws, but rather
an acknowledgement of the realities
we deal with in our communities ev-
ery day. Those realities include the
fact that our immigration system is
broken, and reforms are needed so
that millions who have lived and
worked in this country for years –
many having been brought here as
children – and who consider this coun-
try their home, can come out of the
shadows and participate fully in soci-
ety. They include an appreciation of
the many ways that immigrants – both
legal and undocumented – enrich our
economy and culture. They include
the fact that the vast majority of im-
migrants are hard-working, law-abid-
ing people, many of whom have come
to the US to escape persecution, vio-
lence and hopelessness. And they in-
clude respect for basic human values
of family and freedom.

Most large cities and countless
small towns and communities across
the US, including many in New Jer-
sey, have adopted sanctuary resolu-
tions because they are good public
policy. The current administration
intends to spend billions of federal
tax dollars on immigration enforce-
ment, including hiring an additional
50,000 border control and immigra-
tion enforcement personnel. Local law
enforcement and public agencies have
plenty of important work to do pro-
tecting and supporting our communi-
ties that they should not also be ex-
pected to do the work of federal im-
migration agencies.

Catherine Picker
Westfield

The Westfield Board of Health held
a meeting on March 6, 2017. In Feb-
ruary, 20 retail food establishments
were inspected by the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department. All were
satisfactory, except for two that were
conditionally satisfactory. One res-
taurant had its third rating of less than
satisfactory and was the subject of a
Board Hearing. The restaurant’s
owner agreed to improve procedures.
A suspension of the food license was
held in abeyance and will be imple-
mented for any rating less than satis-
factory during the next year.

The Public Health Nursing report
included the results from eleven
childcare center audits conducted to
ensure compliance with vaccination
requirements. Any facility not at 100
percent compliance will be re-audited.
Three of the eleven are pending re-
audits. Also from the Public Health
Nursing report also noted that Over-
look Hospital is offering the follow-
ing screenings:

Monday, March 20 & 27 – l0 am –
l pm Glucose and Blood Pressure

Each screening requires pre-regis-
tration unless otherwise noted. There
is no fee for the blood pressure and
glucose screenings. All screenings will
be held at the Overlook Downtown
Center located at 357 Springfield
Avenue Summit, New Jersey unless
otherwise indicated. Call 1-800-247-
9580 to register.

Overlook Hospital’s New Vitality

Program is offering the following pro-
grams. New Vitality is a health and
wellness program designed specifi-
cally for adults 65+:

Quit Smoking Program —It’s Not
Quitting, It’s Living!

During this free six-week program,
participants will receive an individual
assessment, nicotine replacement and
six weekly group meetings to learn
techniques that can assist in staying
smoke-free. Preregistration is re-
quired. For more information, call
908-522-2296,

Thursdays; 6 - 7:30 p.m.; 1 Spring-
field Avenue, Third Floor Confer-
ence Room, Summit

Information on the department’s
activities can be found on the website
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health. A
resolution was passed establishing
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School
Global Tuberculosis Institute as the
provider for diagnosis, treatment,
monitoring, nurse case management
and field services for residents with
confirmed or suspected tuberculosis
disease. The complete minutes of the
March 6 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our next meet-
ing.

The next meeting of the Board of
Health is scheduled for April 3, 2017,
at 5:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing, the public is invited to attend.

Thomas O’Neill, President
Westfield Board of Health

People Are Rioting, Creating Unrest
And Screaming Hateful Language

For the last 6 weeks or so, rage has
sweep through a portion of the Ameri-
can people over President Trump’s
immigration protocol. People are ri-
oting, creating unrest and screaming
hateful language and dis tolerance of
anybody who would publicly display
support for President Trump.

We must err on the side of caution.
We have short memories of the past.
The following is a complete dossier
of Islamic attacks on American soil.

January 25, 1993 Shooting at CIA
headquarters at Langley, Virginia

February 26, 1993 The first bomb-
ing of the World Trade Center, New
York City

October 12, 2000 Attack on the
USS Cole in the Yemeni Port of Aden

September 11, 2001 The World
Trade Center massacre

July 4, 2002 Los Angeles Airport
shooting

June 1, 2009 Little Rock recruiting
office shooting

April 15, 2013 The Boston mara-
thon bombing

October 23, 2014 Police officers
were attacked in the subways in New
York City

July 16, 2015 The Chattanooga
shootings

December 2, 2015 San Bernardino
attack

June 12, 2016 Mass shooting, Or-
lando Florida nightclub

November 28, 2016 Ohio State
University attack

All these attacks on our sovereignty
and our people of this great nation
were committed in the name of Jihad.
We must recoil on the anger of those
who oppose President Trump’s im-
migration plan.

Do you remember? Can you feel
the devastation, the horror and the
silence of that faithful day, Septem-
ber 11, 2001? You the millennials
were young and maybe the impact of
the attack is not strong in your heart
and mind. I was so moved, I wrote the
following epitaph.

September 11th Reflection:
It was September 11th, 2001, on

that bright sun filled day, the twin
towers glistened in the background of
a blue tranquil sky. Who would have
thought in a moment in time that
tranquility would be shattered not
once but twice, by two high jacked
airliners piloted by terrorists. Death
and destruction their goal.

It’s hard to image the terror in the
hearts of the passengers, knowing
that death was eminent. The mental
anguish of parents must have been
unbearable, powerless to save their
children as they held them tight. The
loss of these precious lives were no
matter to these mass murderers. Their
mission was clear, bring America to
her knees, both planes hit their mark.
The nova like explosion seemed to
set the sky on fire as the first and then
the second tower fell, the smoke and
debris rose; it formed a mushroom
cloud that fell gently to earth creating
a grey shroud over the city as if to
punctuate this horrific event.

Our American sovereignty was
under attack. This is the first time
since the war of 1812 when the Brit-
ish set fire to our Nation’s Capital.
We as a nation were violated, such as
a family is when they discover their
home was broken into, the sick to the
stomach feeling, the fear and appre-
hension for the future. The belief that
life will never be the same again and
that’s a fact we must face but, just like
the mythical Phoenix that rose from
the ashes, our great country rose from
the ashes of September 11th, to be-
come a stronger nation whose people
are united and highly resolve to en-
sure this, and I quote from Abraham
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address, “that
this nation shall not perish from this
earth”.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com
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In An Age of Tweets, Sentences With
Adjectives And Adverbs Do Matter

Matters of state are so very compli-
cated that legions of experts some-
times work for years to come up with
a cohesive policy statement.

What would we have, for example,
if President George Washington rather
than having given his famous fare-
well address to the nation had tweeted
a one-sentence statement?

Or President Abraham Lincoln had
written a tweet in place of the
Gettysburg Address or his two inau-
gural addresses?

Or President Theodore Roosevelt
had tweeted his Square Deal, his dis-
tant cousin his New Deal, President
Truman his Fair Deal, President
Kennedy his New Frontier? Or if
President Reagan had sent Soviet
Prime Minister Mikhail Gorbachev a
tweet stating, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear
down this wall!” rather than having
said so in his speech in front of the
Berlin Wall?

 What would the historians of the
future say, how could they interpret,
some tweet about this or that major
national or international policy prob-
lem?

 And then there is the literary loss.
 British Prime Minister Winston S.

Churchill addressed the House of
Commons on August 20, 1940 during
the Battle of Britain. Hitler had sent
the Luftwaffe to bomb the British
Isles in preparation for invasion and
occupation. He praised the pilots of
the Royal Air Force with his famous,
“Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so
few.”

 He concluded his speech by ex-
pressing his optimism about the grow-
ing alliance between his country and
the United States.

“For my own part, looking out upon
the future, I do not view the process

with any misgivings. I could not stop
it if I wished; no one can stop it.

Like the Mississippi, it just keeps
rolling along. Let it roll. Let it roll on
full flood, inexorable, irresistible,
benignant, to broader lands and bet-
ter days.”

 We should all learn the value of
such literary prose in our daily af-
fairs. That complete sentences with
adjectives and adverbs do matter. That
grammar does count. That not every-
thing can be reduced to some dis-
jointed assertion of something or
other.

For if we took the time to ponder
what we would like to say and pay
attention to how we would like to
express ourselves, there would be
more thoughts worth stating and more
statements worth reading.

 And especially for a President there
must be the time to ponder and re-
flect. Immediate response to this prob-
lem or that issue does not serve the
country or the larger world well. And
this is particularly so because facts do
matter and must first be established
before a President, let alone anyone
else, should put pen to paper.

For in this world of growing uncer-
tainty there can be no place for presi-
dential tweeting that only serves to
create further uncertainty.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Writer Attacks Over
Obamacare

As a constituent in New Jersey’s
7th Congressional district, I was sur-
prised to hear and read Rep. Leonard
Lance’s remarks condemning New
Jersey citizens. Rep. Lance said with-
out any evidence that the New Jersey
voters who attended his town hall
meetings protesting his vote to repeal
and replace the Affordable Care Act
and his support of President Trump’s
executive order discriminating
against religion are paid by a Hillary
Clinton Super PAC.

Such a dishonest accusation belies
the integrity he swore to uphold as an
elected representative. Such dishon-
est behavior on his part misrepre-
sents his constituents.

As Abraham Lincoln, the greatest
elected official of the Republican
Party, said: “You can fool all the
people some of the time and you can
fool some of the people all of the
time, but you can’t fool all the people
all of the time.’’ Here’s hoping Rep.
Lance takes Lincoln to heart and
apologizes for taking his constituents
for granted.

Lisa Winkler
Summit


