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WICHELNS SCORED 350 PTS, WILLIAMSON NETS 186 PTS

Lady Cougars Finish Strong;
Next Year Looks Promising

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two returning starters with the need
to fill the vacancies made it a bumpy
road for the Cranford High School
girls basketball team throughout the
first half of the season but the Lady
Cougars began to get in sync towards
the end, winning six of their final 11
games, while being competitive in
some of the losses during that span.
With all starters returning, the Cou-
gars, who finished with a 10-15 record,
should have a very promising outlook
for next year.

Junior Cam Wichelns proved to be
an asset in every aspect of the game,
especially scoring where she led the
team with 350 points (14.6 points per
game), which included sinking 60 free
throws. Not only was she dangerous
underneath the basket but if oppo-
nents ever gave her enough room, she
would bang the threes and led the
team with 44 3-pointers. She also led
the team in rebounds and assists and
added several blocked shots and steals.

Sophomore Lauren Williamson, who
was very stubborn defensively, also was
quite a scoring threat and she would
also make opponents pay dearly if they
ever gave her enough room from be-
yond the arc. Although Williamson
missed six straight games towards the
end of the season and one earlier in the
season, she finished with 186 points
(10.3 points per game), including 21 3-
pointers. Williamson was also very
quick with her hands and averaged more
than two steals per game.

“Cam and Williamson were big scor-

ers for us this year. They were both
able to shoot from the outside and
attack the basket when we needed to
score. Their quick hands created many
steals and fast break lay-ups for us,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Junior Lauren Santarelli came on
strong as the season progressed and
was largely instrumental in the Cou-
gars’ wild 47-46 overtime win over
Morris Catholic on February 23 when
she sank a three at the end of regula-
tion then sank two of three free throws
after being fouled on a 3-point at-
tempt in overtime to seal the victory.
Santarelli finished with 143 points,
including 35 3-pointers, and 22 as-
sists. She also pulled 57 rebounds.

Junior Caroline Kelly’s quickness
rewarded her with 65 rebounds and
149 points. She also contributed 33
assists and 14 steals. Junior Caroline
McCaffery finished with 78 points,
28 rebounds, 20 assists and 15 acts of
thievery.

Senior Brianna Scotti came off the
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Lady Raiders’ Hoops Season
Defined by Injuries and Youth

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has been said that whatever does
not kill you only makes you stronger.
That is a message that the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
basketball team can take to heart this
off-season. In what was already ex-
pected to be a rebuilding season, the
Raiders suffered through an injury
plagued campaign that saw them fin-
ish with a 4-17 record.

“We lost three starters over the
course of the season,” said Raider
Head Coach Ryan McKenna. “At one
point we had all three out at the same
time. Isabella Corsaro and Stefanie
DeVizio came back by the end of the
season, but Nya Downing was out
most of the season. Corsaro and
DeVizio are 100 percent, while Down-
ing is still recovering and is rehab-
bing her knee. We weren’t a very deep
team to begin with, so we struggled to
fit girls into the right places. We had
to simplify our defense and bring up
some younger players earlier than we
would have liked.”

The loss of Downing was signifi-
cant. A junior, who has played varsity

ball since joining the team as a fresh-
man, Downing was expected to el-
evate her play and provide leadership
and consistency, along with the pow-
erful low post physical game she had
flashed in her first two seasons. In-
stead, Downing went down with a
knee injury just eight games into the
schedule. To that point, Downing had
been averaging 8.9 points per game

To say that the Raiders were on the
way to a winning season before the
Downing injury would be misleading.
The Raiders were only 2-6 at the time
Downing was lost for the season. But
her loss left an already thin frontcourt
even thinner, while also taking an ex-
perienced player off of the floor.

Every dark cloud has a silver lining
though and the injury enabled some
very young players to get valuable
floor time against varsity competi-
tion. That experience will leave the
Raiders better prepared moving for-
ward next season.

The Raiders played perhaps their
best game of the season in the imme-
diate aftermath of Downing’s injury.
Playing their first game without Down-
ing, the Raiders came out with an

inspired effort and defeated Johnson,
44-36. The defeat was just one of two
that Johnson would suffer within the
conference and prevented them from
winning the UCC-Mountain Division
outright.

One player who caught McKenna’s
attention was sophomore Maggie
Leahy.

“This was a young team to begin
with,” said McKenna. “Maggie Leahy
came up from the JV midway through
the season and played a lot of positive
minutes for us. She was a force defen-
sively and proved that she could play
against varsity opponents. We look
forward to her being more aggressive
next year and being a more dominant
force inside.”

Leahy, a tall interior player with shot
blocking ability essentially became the
replacement for Downing the rest of
the way. She averaged 3.3 points per
game during her stint on the varsity.
The possibility of combining Leahy’s
length with Downing’s physical pres-
ence on the boards leaves Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with a pretty decent
frontcourt pairing for next season.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING THE BALL FROM A PIONEER...Raider Stef DeVizio, No. 3, keeps the ball out of the reach of a Somerville
Pioneer during a Holiday Tournament in Scotch Plains in late December 2016.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR TEAM LEADERS...Cougar sophomore Lauren Williamson, No. 10, and junior Cam Wichelns, No. 32, led their
team offensively and defensively this season. Wichelns scored 350 points and Williamson finished with 186 points.

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


