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Lady Raiders’ Hoops Season Defined by Injury
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Lady Blue Devil  Cagers Exceeded Expectations
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neers, 45-32, and 34-20, respectively.
Their fifth loss came against The
Patrick School in the UCT finals where
they lost, 51-41.

The Blue Devils received the third
seed for the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament and began with
an overwhelming, 62-32, victory over
Columbia. They then defeated Edison,
55-51, to face the second-seeded
Franklin Warriors, who won 67-46
and went on to claim the title with a
78-56 victory over Bridgewater-
Raritan.

“We had an amazing season and
I’m so proud of each and every one of
these girls. To go from 9-16 to 19-6 is
quite an accomplishment. It was quite
a ride and I’m sad to see it end,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon said.

Anyone attempting to drive inside
needed to avoid at all costs senior
forward Shannon Devitt, who ended
up blocking 76 shots, and led the team
with 185 rebounds. Offensively,
Devitt also knew how to get inside
and scored 223 points, which included

49 free throws. She also dished out 16
assists and had 38 steals.

Devitt’s 76 blocks this winter and
161 for her career; both are believed
to be school records. The College of
New Jersey-bound senior finished her
career ranked No. 13 in points with
586 [passing Amy Williams, Gabby
O’Leary, Claudia Carnevale and Kim
Kumpf over the last month] and No. 3
in rebounds with 491.

“Shannon has been a part of the
team for four years and she has im-
proved each year. Shannon is dedi-
cated to the sport and knows what it
takes to be successful. She has be-
come a solid force not only with the
team, but part of this particular group
as well. It doesn’t hurt that she blocks
most shots that come in her direction
and nearly had a triple double this
year [points, rebounds, blocks],”
Coach McKeon pointed out.

Senior guard Danielle Rinaldi also
showed opposing teams that she also
had what it takes to hit from beyond
the arc. Of her 210 points, 31 were of
a 3-point nature and 25 came from the
charity line. Rinaldi had double nick-

els in assists and steals with 55 each
and pulled 87 rebounds. Rinaldi fin-
ished her career with 387 points, No.
23 all-time, and 59 3-pointers, No. 8.

“Danielle is the heart and soul of
this team. She gave it her all every
single day whether it was hitting clutch
shots, taking a charge, diving on the
ground for a loose ball, or making it
known to her defender that Danielle
was going to make the next shot she
took the toughest one she’s ever had
to work for,” Coach McKeon said.

Senior Jenna Iorio did not do much
of the shooting but she did finish with
68 points and dished out 37 assists,
while adding 45 steals, 45 rebounds
and two blocked shots.

“Jenna may not be the tallest per-
son on the floor but she definitely
plays like she is. Jenna’s quickness,
tenacity and composure were instru-
mental in a number of our games this
year. In particular, our two-point loss
to The Patrick School, our win over
ALJ, and most recently, our big win
over Edison in the State Tournament.
Jenna did not have to score 20 points
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Junior point guard Brianna O’Brien
was left with the burden of running
the offense and providing points in
Downing’s absence. O’Brien came
through by averaging 10.2 points per
game, including 17 against Brearley
in the UCT first round playoff game.
Summer Sheppard averaged 5.8
points per game on the season but the
senior guard really picked up the pace
late in the season averaging 9.1 ppg
over the final eight games.

Other contributors included Abbe-
Gayle Burton (6.1 ppg), Isabella
Corsaro (1.9 ppg), Stefanie DeVizio
(6.7 ppg), Kaysia Minor (2.7 ppg)
and Mariah Marrero. With the excep-
tion of Sheppard, everyone is expected
back next year.

“The girls that did play worked
extremely hard and I have nothing but
respect for the effort they put in,” said
McKenna. “Ultimately, the other
teams we played were more talented.”

Indeed, the Raiders were often up

against superior talent in the tough
competition that Union County of-
fers. The Raiders were mauled by The
Patrick School twice and also suf-
fered big losses against the likes of
UCT runner-up Westfield and Roselle
Catholic. McKenna knows that it will
be a steep climb for the girls’ program
to rise to the level of these area pow-
erhouses.

“Last year we finished second in
our division as well as a top-10 team
in the county, so I don’t know that we
had much bad luck last season,” said
McKenna. “The difference was that
we had many more seniors and a lot of
talented girls that had a large amount
of varsity experience. We return all
but one player and will be bringing up
some girls from the JV team. Hope-
fully the hard work the girls put in this
year will pay dividends next year with
a year of learning and playing to-
gether under their belts.”

While fans hoping for a dramatic

turnaround might point to the one
turned in by the SPF boys team this
season, which saw them improve from
a three win season a year ago to a 22-
win campaign, McKenna is quick to
point out the pitfalls of such a com-
parison.

“It’s unfair to compare us to the
boys team and expect such a dramatic
increase in wins as its apples and
oranges,” said McKenna. “We play in
the second division, while the boys
dropped down to the third division.
We are playing the best schools in
Union County every night. We are
also the only team in our division that
does not have middle school sports as
a feeder system. Most of the girls in
our program have only ever played
basketball at the recreational level.
To join the ranks of the elite teams, a
feeder system needs to be developed
in the community to give the girls
more of an opportunity to play and
learn at a more competitive level.”
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D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

Highlights are from the archives of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times —
www.goleader.com

March 2015: Seniors Lil Scott,
Jackie Knapp and Jamie Miller were
the Blue Devil girls basketball team
leaders and were a huge influence
throughout their four-year varsity ca-
reers. This season, Scott led the team
with 402 points, including 41 3-point-
ers, to up her career total to 1,540,
second on the WHS all-time list be-
hind Erin Miller (2008) at 1,580. Scott
also had 75 assists, 92 rebounds, 48
steals and six blocks.

Knapp, who scored 340 points this
season (22 3-pointers), became No. 3
on the WHS list with 1,370 points.
She also added 67 assists, 65 re-
bounds, 67 steals and eight blocks.
Miller’s primary discipline was on
defense.

Scott with a total of 264 steals and
Knapp with 303 for a total of 567
surpassed Gab O’Leary (2008) and
Erin Miller, whose total was 533, to
become Westfield’s “Chief Thief”
twosome. Miller with 315 thefts still
remains the all-time WHS individual
leader with Knapp right behind.
O’Leary had 218 thefts. Scott with
287 and Knapp with 277 also gave
Erin Miller with 343 and O’Leary
with 314 a run for their money in
career assists

March 2014: Senior team captains
Mairead McKeary and Kerry
Wischusen, as the only returning start-
ers on the Cranford High School girls
basketball team, had their work cut
out for them organizing a squad com-
prised predominantly of sophomores,
but fortunately very talented sopho-
mores.

McKeary finished second on the

team with 227 points and first with 44
assists. She scored double figures 13
times, and her defense was also top
notch with 65 rebounds and a team-
leading 45 acts of theft. Wischusen
helped set up plays but also managed
to bucket 103 points, while adding 27
assists. In four of her games she dished
out four assists. She also grabbed 61
rebounds and had 31 steals.

March 10, 2013: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School senior heavy-

weight Anthony Tufaro and Westfield
Blue Devil senior Colin Barber were
among six Union County wrestlers,
who placed in the top-8 at the NJSIAA
Championships at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City. Tufaro placed sixth,
while Barber placed seventh at 152-
lbs. Governor Livingston Highlander
Jon Mele placed fourth at 120-lbs,
and Summit Hilltopper AJ Iarussi
placed sixth at 220-lbs, while Brearley

David B. Corbin (March 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND ALL TIME IN SCORING...Blue Devil senior Lil Scott, front, became
the second all-time leading scorer in Westfield High School history with 1,540
points behind Erin Miller (2008) at 1,580 (2015).
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALWAYS IN THE MIX...Blue Devil senior Danielle Rinaldi, left, was always in the middle of the action. Rinaldi had double
nickels in assists and steals with 55 each and pulled 87 rebounds.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TASK OF RUNNING THE OFFENSE...Raider junior point guard Brianna O’Brien, No. 2, was left with the burden of
running the offense and providing points in Nya Downing’s absence. O’Brien came through by averaging 10.2 points per
game, including 17 against David Brearley in the UCT first round playoff game.
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