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Officials, Lawmakers Meet
On Flood Project Timeline

CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Thomas Hannen, Jr. and Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor were
joined by former Mayor Dan
Aschenbach as they met with
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep.
Donald Payne (D-10th) and Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.).
Staffs of Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) and
Senator Cory Booker (D) also
took time to discuss the project.

“Our legislators have been key
supporters to continue moving
the project forward and secure
funding for the study,” according
to a press release submitted by
the township.

The Tentatively Selected Plan
(TSP) increases the amount of
storm water retention at the Or-
ange Reservoir, secures the dam
either through repair or full re-
placement, and provides for ex-
panded channelization down-
stream, particularly in Cranford.
A public presentation was held
January 7 at Union County Col-
lege outlining the project, its
timeline and its local impact.
Public comments on the project
closed on February 7.

A key request of the Mayors
Council, which also included
elected officials from Springfield

and Millburn, is for Legislators to
continue efforts to expedite the
process through the Army Corps.
and ensure it has final approval
before the 2018 Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) is
adopted.

During Tropical Storm Irene
over 400 homes in Cranford suf-
fered first floor damage and over
1,600 had basement flooding.
Numerous homes in Cranford that
suffered repetitive loss have been
elevated.

Mayor Hannen encourages
Cranford residents to participate
in the process by contacting their
legislators and making sure the
focus on the project stays in the
forefront stating, “Our represen-
tatives in Washington, D.C. have
been working tirelessly on this
project, but it is important for
residents to write letters and
continue to press for their help.
Everyone in our town was some-
how impacted by Irene and we
need to ensure our town is pro-
tected going forward.”

Commissioner O’Connor said
she agrees and feels residents’
stories are the most compelling
for Cranford’s representatives to
hear. “People’s lives were
changed forever. Families lost
not just belongings, but pieces of
their past. It’s this message we
need to make sure gets heard.
Take away the numbers and the
dates and what it’s really about is
people. The human impact can
not get lost in the process.”

Members of the group met with
representatives from the New
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection on February
23 to make their case for expe-
diting the process within state
agencies. Efforts continued as
the Mayor’s Council met in the
Army Corps. New York regional
offices on March 2 to restate
their request for a consolidated
timeline.

Garden Club Plans
Fundraiser Event

CRANFORD — The Garden Club
of Cranford will hold a Brunch
and Bouquets fundraiser to ben-
efit the Frances Wismer Scholar-
ship on Sunday, March 26, from
noon to 3 p.m. It will take place
at Pairings palate + plate, lo-
cated at 10 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford.

A limited number of tickets are
available, at $55, to be purchased
prior to the event. For tickets and
further information, call Julie
Murphy at (908) 415-6781.

JLEP Event to Help Women
Prepare For Employment

CRANFORD — The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) Career Closet and the Al-
liance of Career Development
Nonprofits (ACDN) will host a
celebratory event in honor of
Women’s History Month from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 22, at the
Jumble Store, located at 110
Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

The ACDN, Career Closet and
11 other ACDN member organi-
zations are kicking off Smart &
Sexy Day events in March
throughout the United States
aimed at helping women prepare
as much as possible for employ-
ment. Launched in 2012 by
ACDN, these events are spon-
sored by Smart & Sexy, a pri-
vately-held lingerie company.

ACDN member organizations
will provide a day of workforce
training, professional image
classes and individual support
for women with the goal of en-
abling them to take action, se-
cure employment and enhance
the quality of their lives.

Women who attend the events
at a participating ACDN location
will receive job-seeking skills
training from leading local indus-
try professionals and dedicated
volunteers. Attendees also will
be taught how to shop and build
a professional wardrobe on a bud-
get.

To register for the event at the
JLEP location, either e-mail
careercloset@jlepnj.org or call
and leave a message at (908)
709-1177.

Paul Lachenaurer for The Westfield Leader
ENJOYING THE DAY OFF...The Vandergroef family take advantage of
Tuesday’s winter storm to get in some sledding at Unami Park.

Seeing Eye Pup Due
At Garwood Library
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Public Library invites families to
visit on Wednesday, March 22, at
3:15 p.m., to meet “Otter,” a
Labrador Retriever who is train-
ing to become a Seeing Eye dog.

Children and their parents will
learn how “Otter” and other dogs
like him learn to assist people
with visual impairments.

The library will have a donation
jar available; monies raised by
this presentation will go to the
Pennies for Pups program at the
Seeing Eye of Morristown. Con-
tributions will help “Usher,” a
male German shepherd puppy
who is just starting his training
as a Seeing Eye dog.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. Reg-
istration is required for this pro-
gram. For more information, call
the library at (908) 789-1670 or
visit youseemore.com/Garwood.

Junior Women Offer
Breakfast With Bunny
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Junior Woman’s Club will present
Breakfast with the Bunny on Sat-
urday, April 1. Two seating times
are available, at 9:30 and 11
a.m. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

There will be bagels, muffins
and doughnuts for everyone. Chil-
dren will color Easter pictures,
make a simple craft and get their
picture taken with the Easter
Bunny. Families are asked to
bring their own camera. Seating
is limited so early ticket pur-
chase is recommended.

Tickets are available for $7
online at cranfordjwc.com or for
$6 at the Cranford Public Library,
224 Walnut Avenue, and Peri-
winkles Fine Gifts, 17 North Union
Avenue, Cranford.

This event is sponsored by the
Cranford Junior Woman’s Club as
a fundraiser for its Scholarship
Fund and General Philanthropic.


