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Loyola University Maryland
Tells Fall 2016 Dean’s List

BALTIMORE, MD. – Loyola Uni-
versity of Maryland has an-
nounced the members of its fall
2016 Dean's List. In order to
qualify for the Dean's List at
Loyola, a student must achieve a
minimum QPA of at least 3.500
for the term, provided that, in
the term they have successfully
completed courses totaling a
minimum of 15 credits.

Dean’s List honorees are as

follows: Lauren Anzevino, class
of 2017 from Westfield;
Cassandra Clark, class of 2017
from Westfield; Nicholas
Constantine, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Isabella DePalma,
class of 2020 from Westfield;
Jake Heroux, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Jessica Mattera, class
of 2017 from Mountainside;
Megan McCusker, class of 2017
from Westfield; Margaret McKay,
class of 2018 from Cranford;
Andrew Ramirez, class of 2019
from Cranford; Elena Scarano,
class of 2018 from Westfield;
Tyler Schiavo, class of 2017 from
Westfield; Catherine Serzan,
class of 2017 from Westfield;
Andrew Ukrainskyj, class of 2019
from Westfield; Kathleen
Colonna, class of 2017 from
Fanwood; Liam Guarnuccio, class
of 2020 from Scotch Plains;
Connor McSherry, class of 2020
from Scotch Plains; Kassandra
Mendez, class of 2019 from
Scotch Plains; Erin O'Connor,
class of 2020 from Scotch Plains;
and Elise Ringel, class of 2017
from Scotch Plains.

Trails Master Plan Is Fair And
Benefits All Union County Residents
I attended the open mic forum

relate to the Watchung Reserva-
tion Master Plan [March 7] at the
Trailside Center with about 300
other people.

Megan Stanley, PP, AICP of Con-
sulting & Municipal Engineers or
CME Associates, who drafted the
master plan, was in attendance
and presented a number of facts
prior to the open mic session of
the evening. Ms. Stanley in-
formed the attendees that the
environmental impact of the trails
including wildlife, wetlands, and
trees were studied prior to the
drafting of the final plan. Yet,
many in attendance chose to ig-
nore the facts as she stated them
and continued to make up their
own to bolster their opinion.

For example, Charles Weltner
of Plainfield has been quoted on
various media outlets. He falsely
claims that “the engineering firm
only interviewed mountain bik-
ers for their input. They did not
interview adjacent land owners,
hikers, trail stewards, nature stu-
dents, environmentalists or
birders.” There were, in fact, quite
a few opponents that routinely
attended the Freeholder meet-
ings and very clearly and quite
often voiced the same reasons
presented last evening for their
opposition. Those same points
were the very reason that the
original shared trail plan was
amended to this latest proposal.
He also questions the wildlife
and environmental impact of the
trails and used a billboard prop
for a visual component to his
presentation. Ms. Stanley had
already spoken to this, but Mr.
Weltner chose to disregard her
professional statements in order
to further a pre-planned agenda.

This happened for most of the
evening. Many opponents cited the

lack of communication even though
this was a very open and visible
process from the beginning. Free-
holder minutes are posted on-line
and are available to everyone. The
Master Plan has been published,
amended and republished for some
time now. In fact, on January 3rd,
2016 Freeholder Chairman Bergen,
gave a speech in which he states;
“Residents have also asked for new
bike paths. I am pleased to an-
nounce we will be working to cre-
ate unique paths for cyclists, hik-
ers, and horse riders in the
Watchung Reservation. This plan
will be unveiled soon.”

Other presenters continued with
false facts throughout the evening.
One such presenter argumentatively
insisted that trees will be cut down
even though Ms. Stanley confirmed
multiple times to the contrary. Many
presenters insisted that wildlife and
wetlands would suffer, even though
Ms. Stanley said that wildlife and
wetlands were taken into consider-
ation and studies reviewed before
this amended Master Plan was pro-
posed.

Other presenters continued to
cite opinions about trail degra-
dation, noise, safety, mainte-
nance, cost and others without
any substantiated evidence to
validate those opinions.

It was clear that the prefabri-
cated agenda to oppose any bike
pathways in Watchung Reserva-
tion is not amenable to the facts
as they are presented by profes-
sional engineers and city officials.
The facts are conveniently disre-
garded to suit one particular
agenda. It was embarrassing to
watch our city officials and con-
sultants lambasted and disre-
spected in a verbal cacophony of
hysterical claims. After decades
of being bullied by one user group
who consistently reference the

Local Letters to the Editor
same argument, don’t you think
the politicians and planners have
done their homework before pre-
senting such a plan? Isn’t it in-
sulting to purport that a profes-
sionally trained environmental
engineer working for one of the
top engineering firms in the area
hasn’t considered these points?

It’s time to work together for
what is in the best interest of our
community as a whole and that
begins by identifying each other as
we are. We are not happy bird-
watching hikers vs. Red Bull guz-
zling adrenaline junkies. We are all
stakeholders who care for and en-
joy access to the outdoors. We
value the environment and want
our children and grandchildren to
enjoy outdoor play. Through work-
ing together over the past year,
listening to the input of opponents
and proponents, the plan has
moved from shared trail access to
a separate trail system for children
and families to ride their bicycles
off-road. This plan is a fair plan that
benefits all residents in Union
County, but especially our young
children and future generations.

Thomas Dunn
Cranford

Seniors to Get Tips
On Fall Prevention

CRANFORD — Physical thera-
pist Barbara Reuven of AmeriCare
Physical Therapy will provide tips
to senior citizens during a pro-
gram on Thursday, March 23, on
how to avoid falls and how to
improve balance and stability.

This program will take place at
1 p.m. at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. Ms. Reuven has ex-
tensive training in Functional
Movement Screening and the
McKenzie Method. Free and open
to all, the program is being spon-
sored by the Cranford Public Li-
brary.

Union County College to
Host Escape Rm. Events
CRANFORD – During March,

Union County College (UCC) will
be hosting multiple Escape Room
events to provide a fun night out
for family and friends and a chance
to solve puzzles together and to
“unlock” the room and escape. All
funds raised during these events
will be used toward scholarships
for UCC students.

The events will all be held in
Rooms H108 and H110, in the
Humanities Building, at the
college’s Cranford campus, lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue. Each team can have up to
six people, but a team of six is
not required to participate. Team
Phi Theta Kappa will host The
Unlockable Adventure on Friday
and Saturday, March 17 and 18,
from 7 to 10 p.m. and on Sun-
day, March 19 from 2 to 6 p.m.
Team American Honors will host
Mystery Madness on Friday and
Saturday, March 24 and 25, from
7 to 10 p.m., and on Sunday,
March 26 from 2 to 6 p.m. Team
Criminal Justice will host Crime
and Punishment on Friday, March
31 and Saturday, April 1 from 7
to 10 p.m. and on Sunday, April
2 from 2 to 6 p.m. Admission to
participate is $5 with student ID,
for seniors and veterans, and
$10 for adults. All tickets can be
purchased at the door.

Knights Conducting
Easter Food Drive

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus currently
are holding their annual Easter
Food Drive.

Canned and dry food goods, tur-
keys and hams can be dropped off
from 4 to 6 p.m. weekdays at the
rear entrance to the Knights’ coun-
cil hall. The hall is located at 37
South Avenue, Garwood, oppo-
site the Food Emporium (turn at
Marty Shoes.) Parking is available
behind the council hall off Willow
Avenue. Visitors are advised to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations should be
made payable to “The Garwood
Knights of Columbus Easter Food
Drive,” attention Keith M.
Gallagher. For more information,
call (908) 789-9809 or Keith at
(908) 789-0931.


