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Women’s Softball Regis. Up
500 Percent; Concerts Due
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
Director Matt Mercurio has an-
nounced that 92 women have regis-
tered to play in the township’s soft-
ball league.

“The increase in participants is
up almost 500 percent. In previous
years the league averaged 20-plus
participants,” Mr. Mercurio said at
Monday’s recreation commission
meeting.

“The league is great for socializ-
ing with other females from town
and was created for everyone in-
volved to have fun. A playoff series
may exist or may not; we are leav-
ing it up to the ladies to decide,”
Assistant Recreation Director Julie
Buonaguro said.

Thursday Night Concerts on the
Green will take place at 7:30 p.m.
beginning July 13 and continuing
through August 3. Performers will
include Pat Dinizio of The
Smithereens, The 80’s Explosion,
Wolf Creek, and the Brother John
Brown Band.

Friday Nights at the Movies,
where all movies begin promptly
after dusk, will begin July 14 and
continue throughout August 25.
Titles include Sing, Westside Story,
Toy Story, League of Their Own and
Moana. An official schedule for
movies and concert start times, lo-
cation, and ratings will be updated
on the recreation department’s
website in upcoming weeks. Sum-
mer concerts and movies will take
place at Alan M. Augustine Park
next to the municipal building on

Park Avenue.
The Starz theatre program per-

forms its annual show on Fridays,
July 21 and July 28. “The Starz
program is a variety talent show,
where children from the township
can display their skills and put on a
terrific performance. In preparation,
the children work with semi-pro-
fessional performance coaches who
help synchronize each routine
throughout the evening,” Commis-
sioner Alfonse Akins said.

The recreation commission unani-
mously approved four new basket-
ball hoops at Brookside Park. The
basketball hoops will have a metal
post support.  Previously, an
overarching concrete aesthetic to
support the hoops was proposed.
The hoops will cost $14,400. “The
metal posts will be covered with
padding to protect children,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

“The concrete hoops cost $5,000
more, which may not be prudent,”
Mr. Mercurio said. “In addition, I
heard a lot of negative feedback
from residents whose homes over-
look the park. The residents feel a
concrete aesthetic is a bit too urban.
Weighing costs and what fits our
community aesthetic best, I truly
feel the protected post is a safer and
wiser decision,” Commissioner
Colleen Gialanella said.

Youth summer basketball league
registration began online last Thurs-
day. “Already 40 participants have
registered, (and) over 200 are ex-
pected,” Mr. Mercurio said. “A tech-
nical league exists for kindergarten

BIG RIDES...The Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, will hold its free Touch a Truck
event this Sunday, May 21, from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or shine. Families are invited to
check out police, fire, rescue squad, Public Works, construction and other vehicles.
A “Hold the Horn” hour will take place from 1 to 2 p.m. for children with special
needs and those with auditory sensitivity issues — no horns, music or sirens during
that time. Offsite parking and shuttle service will be available at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools’ campus at 1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. For
full information on the event, visit jccnj.org.

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL TRAIN...The large turnout at Monday’s Raritan Valley Rail Coalition meeting at the Cranford Community Center
evoked a lot of discussion about one-seat train rides to Manhattan.

GET GROWING...The Sharlein family of Fanwood took part in the The Jewish
Community Center’s (JCC) family gardening event last weekend. The JCC
received a grant from Union County Kids Dig In to fund the garden, which is
designed around recipes for salsa, pizza, pickles and Israeli salad.

One-Seat Ride Talk Resurfaces
At Rail Coalition Meeting

By SHANNA C. KELLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Ten percent of
the New Jersey Transit riders come
from the Raritan area, but the corre-
lating 10 percent of direct rides to
Manhattan is virtually nonexistent
for these commuters, officials said
at the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
meeting held Monday night in the
Cranford Community Center.

During the meeting, which at-
tracted a packed room of commut-
ers and elected officials from area
towns including Cranford and
Westfield, updates on the coalition

one-seat ride efforts as well as other
transportation-related topics such
as the Hudson River Tunnel Project,
Amtrak’s Gateway Project and the
Penn Station repairs were discussed.

At the December 16, 2016 meet-
ing it was stated that adding one-
seat rides in off-peak hours would
not work because of the money re-
quired for another train set and crew,
yard space in Raritan, people to
maintain the train, the electric power
to run it and more. Not to mention
that all the time slots currently are
taken up.

Peter Palmer, chairman of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, who
also serves as chairman of the North
Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority’s Board of Trustees as
well as Somerset County Freeholder
director, sent a letter to the execu-
tive director at NJ Transit, Steve
Santoro, asking for an 8 p.m. one-
seat ride train.

According to Mr. Palmer, if this
train went to Penn Station instead
of Newark, then it would not re-
quire all the extra costs mentioned

above and would not interfere with
the existing schedule.

Mr. Palmer received no response
from Mr. Santoro.

Mindy Scarlett of Scarlett Ryan
Consulting expressed the urgency
of community members utilizing the
outlets that are available such as the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
website and social media.

“It’s all about making your voices
heard,” Ms. Scarlett said.

Currently, there is a petition out
for one-seat rides available on the
coalition’s website with nearly 3,000
signatures, which she hopes will
increase in order to make the issue
more difficult for politicians to ig-
nore.

Ms. Scarlett shared that the num-
ber of visitors to the Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition website has de-
creased over the past six months,
adding to the urgency of people
acting to get the word out about the
petition through resources such as
Facebook.

But signatures on the petition have

Shanna C. Kelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING FOR SLURPEES...Construction has started at the intersection of
North Avenue and Hetfield Avenue for the new 7-11 and gas station.

Westfield Commences
Downtown Changes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Two ordinances
were introduced Tuesday by the town
council that are a result of short-term
recommendations made by the Down-
town Task Force. Also Tuesday, the
oral argument for the lawsuit against
the Stop & Shop expansion took place,
Town Attorney Russ Finestein said. A
decision is expected in June or July,
he noted. He said he expects the deci-
sion to affirm the Westfield Planning
Board’s decision.

Director of Public Works Greg
O’Neil received recognition for re-
ceiving the Director Excellence Award
from the Public Works Association of
New Jersey. The award recognizes a
member for outstanding integrity, eth-
ics and ability in the public works
services profession as a director.

“We have been so fortunate...We
have been able to transform our pub-
lic works department,” Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said.

Mr. O’Neil said the transformation

has been possible with the support
from the town and a “team effort.”

“I am the one who is fortunate
enough to have found this beautiful
town,” Mr. O’Neil said. He said he
was “afforded the autonomy to do the
job with great, great people.”

An ordinance was amended to es-
tablish a section pertaining to side-
walk signs. Currently sidewalk signs,
such as A-frame, sandwich board style
signs, are used by retailers in the
downtown, but those signs are not
permitted. The ordinance would al-
low for those signs, and provide spe-
cifics as to the size and placement of
the signs, among other specifics. Also,
the retailer would be required to buy
a permit for $25 annually, and pro-
vide insurance.

The Land Use Ordinance also
would be amended, once adopted, to
change the handling of parking re-
quirements, add some allowable uses,
allow certain non-retail businesses
on the ground level on North Avenue

Eminent Domain Fears Aired
Regarding Redevelopment Study

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After an
extended discussion on the pros and
cons of eminent domain power, the
township council, on a split vote,
approved a resolution on Tuesday
that authorizes the planning board to
undertake a preliminary investigation
into redeveloping a large portion of
the downtown business district.

The resolution includes language
that will ultimately allow the town-
ship government to use “all of the
powers” provided by the State Legis-

lature “for use in a redevelopment
area, including the use of eminent
domain.” That provision raised con-
cerns for Councilwoman Rose
Checchio and Councilman John Del
Sordi, Jr., who ended up voting against
the resolution.

Mrs. Checchio said including the
power to use eminent domain — the
right of a government to expropriate
private property for public use, with
payment of compensation to the prop-
erty owner — led her to worry about
“what it could potentially mean” to
downtown property owners. She

thought the council should first meet
with property owners to gauge their
feelings about the issue and to avoid
the potential for “mistrust” between
the local government and businesses
and property owners.

Mr. Del Sordi said he agreed with
his colleague’s assessment, saying that
while eminent domain might not be
used, there was “no assurance” that it
would not. “Where does it stop?” he
asked, pointing to streets that abut the
central business district as potentially
being at risk from eminent domain in
future years. He, too, supported first
meeting with property owners to see
how they feel about the matter.

Mayor Alexander Smith said in-
cluding the eminent domain option in
redevelopment efforts going forward
was “not an easy decision for me,”
but he said the township’s affordable-
housing obligation, which is being
hashed out in legal negotiations, was
a big consideration in keeping emi-
nent domain as one of the “tools” in
the township’s toolbox of options for
redeveloping the downtown and meet-
ing the township’s housing obliga-
tions. “No one on the council wants to
use” eminent domain, the mayor said,
adding that no one knows today what
the circumstances will be in the com-
ing years. He raised the specter of a
comprehensive redevelopment pro-
gram collapsing because eminent
domain powers were not available.
“If eminent domain has to be imple-
mented for the good of the town, then
so be it,” the mayor declared.

Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones said
the township’s current legal negotia-
tions with regard to its affordable-
housing obligations are playing a big
part in keeping eminent domain as an
option in future years as the down-
town is redeveloped. He said it would
be “prudent” to keep it as an option
even though he hoped that it would
not have to be used. Councilman Ted
Spera agreed that it needed to be kept
as an option, saying it was “important
as we move forward.”
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