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Click It or Ticket Program
Set for May 22 to June 4

FANWOOD – Law enforcement
officers from the Fanwood Police De-
partment will join with police from
around the country in cracking down on
unbuckled motorists and passengers as
part of the national “Click it or Ticket”
campaign.

Beginning Monday, May 22 and run-
ning through Sunday, June 4, the annual
“Click It or Ticket” national mobiliza-
tion utilizes high visibility seat belt
checkpoints and saturation patrols, in
combination with local and national
publicity efforts, to reiterate the life-
saving value of seat belts.

“Using a seat belt is the simplest way
for a driver and his or her passengers to
protect themselves when traveling,” said
Gary Poedubicky, acting director of the
New Jersey Division of Highway Traf-
fic Safety. “In 2015, it is estimated that
14,000 lives were saved nationally by

the proper use of seat belts.”
Mr. Poedubicky added that a key

focus of this year’s campaign is to
promote seat belt usage by adults in all
seating positions in the vehicle, both
front and rear seats. The front seat belt
usage rate in New Jersey currently stands
at 93.35 percent. However, adults riding
in rear seats are buckling up at a signifi-
cantly lower rate.

“For whatever reason there seems to
be a disconnect with people feeling
they don’t need to buckle up when
riding as a passenger in rear seats, and
this is a concern,” he said.

During the 2016 “Click it or Ticket”
campaign, 387 New Jersey police agen-
cies participated in the two-week initia-
tive. As a result of the effort, law enforce-
ment officers issued 26,551 seat belt
citations, 5,517 speeding summonses
and made 876 impaired driving arrests.

DEMOCRAT SLATE...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr introduces borough council
candidates, incumbent Russ Huegel , left, and newcomer Anthony Carter, right,
at a fundraiser held Monday night. Mr. Carter is a member of the borough’s
recreation commission.

Residents Express Concern
Over Ban On Cat Feeding

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than
half a dozen residents expressed
concerns during Tuesday’s borough
council meeting regarding a pro-
posed ordinance to ban the feeding
of feral cats.

The speakers questioned the wis-
dom of using public resources and
staff to police the feeding practices
of volunteers, many of whom are
caring for homeless cats, while oth-
ers are worried that pet cats who
become lost might mistakenly be
picked up as part of what they de-
scribed as “mass trapping.” The
speakers noted that feeding is an
important part of controlling the
feral cat community and that Moun-
tainside is home to many respon-
sible colony managers who care for
dozens of cats.

In response, several council mem-
bers, including Councilman Keith
C. Turner and Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, explained that en-
forcement of the feeding ordinance
will be “complaint driven” and resi-
dents did not need to worry about
being arbitrarily targeted for ticket-
ing. Councilman Turner noted that
colonies that are not properly man-
aged can be hazardous to the com-
munity and harmful to the cats.

Councilwoman Andre provided
details on the success of the trap,
neuter, release policy that Moun-
tainside implemented last year,
which has already handled approxi-
mately 40 felines. Ms. Andre also
explained that the borough’s ani-
mal control vender, Animal Control
Services, has a strict policy of hold-
ing lost pets so as to give their
owners time to locate them. Bor-
ough Administrator James Debbie
urged residents who wish to work
with the feral cat community to con-
tact his office for additional infor-
mation on the best way to help.

A Hickory Lane resident asked
the council to enforce the four-hour
parking limit in the area which has
become overrun with commuters
parking their cars. Mr. Debbie ex-
plained the process for creating a
petition to extend the parking ordi-
nance and noted that several other
residents near bus stops also had
complained about the increased
number of commuters who appear
to be ignoring the parking restric-
tions in residential areas.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer be-
gan the meeting by asking those
present to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of Werner Schon,
who passed away on May 14. Mr.
Schon, a longtime resident of Moun-
tainside and a former member of the
borough council, was born on June
13, 1933 and received a degree in
accounting from Upsala College.
Services will be held at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield today, Thursday, May
18, with a Mass of Christian Burial
to be offered at the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside on Friday, May 19.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli urged all
residents to participate in the

borough’s Memorial Day Parade,
which will begin with a ceremony at
the newly-renovated Veterans’ Me-
morial at Constitution Plaza. Mayor
Mirabelli reminded the public that
a special proclamation in honor of
William Tomko will be presented at
the ceremony. Mr. Tomko served in
the United States Navy during World
War II and received a Purple Heart.
He participated in the invasion of
Sicily and Salerno and the D-Day
invasion at Normandy. In 2012, he
was invited by French President
Nicholas Sarkozy to the French Em-
bassy in New York to receive the
French Legion of Honor, which is
the highest military decoration in
France.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion requesting help in the fight to
save the federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram and insure there is no reduc-
tion in funding for the program in
fiscal year 2017. CDBG was estab-
lished by Congress in 1974 with the
goal of the program being to sup-
port the well-being of America’s
citizens by encouraging affordable
housing and economic revitaliza-
tion. President Donald Trump’s bud-
get for fiscal year 2017 proposes to
eliminate the program, which cur-
rently receives $3 billion in federal
funding. The mayor and council
support the continuation of the pro-
gram, which Mountainside has ben-
efited from over the last 42 years.
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One-Seat Ride
not just been from train riders; the
issue at hand appears to stretch a lot
farther than the convenience of com-
muters.

“This is more than about com-
muters,” said Kathleen Miller
Prunty, director of Downtown Busi-
ness and Economic Development
of Cranford Township. “This af-
fects the whole community.”

One-seat rides increase the value
of transportation to Manhattan from
towns in the area, therefore increas-
ing the value of the towns them-
selves as well as the property val-
ues. This was seen when towns such
as South Orange, Summit and
Morristown received one-seat rides.

People who have signed the peti-
tion also include those who looked
at these towns and decided not to
move to them because of this key
transportation problem.

“When I first moved back to New
Jersey after having my first two
kids in the city, we looked at the
train schedules and we looked at
The Star-Ledger’s school report,”
said Lacey Rzeszowski of Summit,
a candidate for the New Jersey Gen-
eral Assembly in the 21st Legisla-
tive District. “We were down to
loving these two communities of
Summit and Westfield, and we ulti-
mately chose Summit because it was
a significantly faster commute from
Midtown Direct.”

Penn Station does not have the
capacity to add one-seat rides like it
did about 20 years ago for towns
like Summit. The capacity will not
likely increase for a number of years
when the Gateway Project is fin-
ished, enabling room for 30 trains
at the peak hour, officials said.

Therefore, since Penn Station cur-
rently does not have more capacity,
for the Raritan Valley commuter
line area to get a one-seat ride train,
someone else would have to give

one up, which several people and
legislators have objected to.

Additionally, the Raritan area
would most likely need more than
one peak hour one-seat ride.

According to Mr. Palmer, having
one one-seat ride would “probably
cause more problems than solve be-
cause it would be a zoo.”

Mr. Palmer also mentioned that
the tunnels of the Hudson Tunnel
project need to be made simulta-
neously with the Penn Station re-
pairs. He stressed that the vision for
Penn Station needs to be long term
and not include political involve-
ment or saving a few dollars since it
is going to be around for the next 50
years, not five or 10.
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Redevel.
The area to be studied by the plan-

ning board includes Park Avenue from
East Second Street to Grand Street;
East Second Street from Park Avenue
to just before Flanders Avenue; Senger
Place; and Westfield Avenue, Bartle
Avenue and Grand Street from Park
Avenue to Forest Road. Mayor Smith
assured the public that the planning
board investigation into redevelop-
ment of this initial area will include
public hearings so that residents and
property owners could voice their
opinions.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a $50,000 bond ordinance
for repairs to the heating and air-
conditioning system at the library.
Another resolution authorized a con-
tract not to exceed $68,403 to Tru
Stor, which does business as Hunter
Technologies, to install a new tele-
phone system in the municipal build-
ing. Another contract was awarded to
Beyer Ford to purchase three new
police vehicles for $92,449.

Andrew Gitto was sworn in as the
newest member of the police depart-
ment, and a proclamation was issued
declaring May 14 to 20 as Police
Week. A resolution also was read
congratulating the rescue squad on its
80th anniversary and declaring May
as Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Softball
through second grade. Third grade
through ninth grade will have a
league setup,” Ms. Buonaguro said.
Participation eligibility includes
both females and males and is based
on the child’s rising educational
grade in September.

Commissioner Akins set aside
meeting time to update the public
on how Mr. Mercurio has been ful-
filling his obligation to Scotch
Plains.

“I just wanted to say, Matt
Mercurio, since becoming recre-
ation director six months ago, has
done an excellent job. He is solving
issues we discussed in the past, but
never found solutions. Our summer
camp program is filled; his dili-
gence in solving residents’ issues
while doing the most with and re-
specting our budget has been phe-
nomenal,” Mr. Akins said.

“In upcoming meetings we will
address keeping public facility
restrooms immaculate and imple-
menting a parks and recreation
hotline number that will provide a
response to inquiries all week long,
especially in off hours,” Mr.
Mercurio said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING SHOPPERS ENTERTAINED...“8 Till When?” performs for Girls’
Night Out held last Thursday in Downtown Westfield.

and South Avenue, allow use of base-
ment space for functions that are aux-
iliary to the use provided on the ground
level, allow use of a space on a tem-
porary basis that would also not need
to comply with parking requirements
for up to 60 days, allow shared use of
one tenant space, and allow a walk-
window to sell goods. It also removes
stair towers and elevator bulkheads,
as well as decorative architectural
features, from the calculation of build-
ing height. Some signage policy also
is to be amended in the Land Use
Ordinance. Awning signs will be al-
lowed with conditions.

A full review of the sign ordinance
is to be conducted, according to Mr.
Gildea. “It’s a very big undertaking,”
he said.

Parking requirements that are not
conformed to, that require up to 10
spaces, can be reviewed by the zon-
ing officer, instead of filing a vari-
ance application and being heard by
the planning board. For those defi-
cient in 11 to 20 spaces, the site plan
subcommittee of the planning board
would review the application, as part
of the amended ordinance.

“This is a start,” said Tom
Harrington, who owns properties
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Westfield Downtown
downtown, in response to hearing the
changes that would occur. He also
noted that rents in the downtown are
down 15 to 20 percent.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky also noted
that the downtown storefronts are
showing a 92-percent occupancy rate.

In regards to signage, resident
Debby Burslem said that signage
should be “appropriate.” She noted
that a store located downtown has
nine signs.

It was announced that Marano
Gelato is to open Memorial Day week-
end at 116 Elm Street.

May was named Mental Health
Month. Carolyn Buoscio and Janet
Sarkos, the executive director of Car-
ing Contact, received the proclama-
tion from Mayor Skibitsky.

During public comment, resident
Jeff Datillo said he did not think it
was “fair” that residents had asked
the mayor and council for their opin-
ion on global warming, calling it “ir-
relevant issues to what is going on in
our town.”

He then went on to talk about the
downtown vacancies. “To criticize
council and mayor, I don’t think it’s
fair,” he said. “We have a fiscally
sound budget, taxes…are
fair…services are excellent. You guys
have to be commended for what you
do.”

Greg Bardzell of Education First
had made a request to Westfielders to
host international students during the
summer. Education First is in need of
host families for students from China,
Russia, Spain, Italy and France dur-
ing the period Wednesday, June 28
through Tuesday, August 22. The sti-
pend is $100 per student per week.
More details can be found by calling
(617) 460-1801.

Councilman Sam Della Fera said
during the conference session that
resident Nancy Griffith’s request to
the council to pass a resolution in
favor of Assembly Bill 2203, the Re-
newable Energy Transition Act, that
calls to switch to 80-percent renew-
able energy by 2050, was discussed
in a committee meeting and is being
considered.

Mayor Skibitsky also noted in the
conference session that the town coun-
cil does not dictate rental rates for any
business downtown, nor does it sub-
sidize rents. “High rents are a sign of
a vibrant downtown,” he said.
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