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UNITY...Eight individuals and five organizations received a Union County
Human Relations Commission Unity Award for Achievement on May 8 at the
Kean University STEM Building in Union Township. The 2017 awards marked
the 16th year in which the Commission has named Unity Award honorees.
Pictured, from left to right, are:  front row, Maria Higginbotham, Union County
Court-Appointed Special Advocates (CASA); Robin Johnstone and Melissa
Thompson, Missions Possible of New Jersey; Josephine Walsh, Mobile Meals of
Westfield; Carolyn George; Terri Todd; Mary Robinson, Imagine: A Center for
Grief Counseling; back row, retired U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Brett D'Alessandro;
students Alexandra Jackman and Nicholas Tarabokia; Captain Wally Torian,
Plainfield Police Auxiliary Division; Lieutenant James Schneider, retired from
the Westfield Police Department; Kevin Murphy, U.S. Air Force, NJ Air National
Guard, NJ Army National Guard, U.S. Army (ret.), and Ghani Khan and his son,
Arbaz M. Khan, American Muslims for Hunger Relief (community organization).
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Kryn P. Westhoven/New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ARMY VETERAN...Walter Stec of Westfield,
left, receives Vietnam and Distinguished Service Medals from Brig. Gen.
Michael L. Cunniff, the adjutant general of the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs (NJDMAVA), during the annual New Jersey
Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day on May 7 at the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial in Holmdel. Mr. Stec was one of 25 Vietnam veterans
honored with commemoration pins marking the Vietnam War 50th anniversary.
Anyone interested in applying for the New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal
or other service medals should call 1-(888) 865-8387. The medal will be given out
for the next 10 years, marking the beginning of the war to its end. The war ran
from November 1, 1955 to April 30, 1975.

Scutari Unveils Bill To
Legalize Rec. Marijuana

TRENTON – State Senate Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman Nicholas
P. Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) announced
on Monday that he will introduce new
legislation to legalize the possession
and personal use of small amounts of
marijuana in New Jersey for those
who are age 21 and older.

Eight states have legalized recre-
ational marijuana and public support
for the effort is at an all-time high, with
60 percent of people in the United
States favoring legal recreational mari-
juana, according to a press release
from the New Jersey Senate Demo-
crats office. The bill, according to the
release, would build on the successes
of other states and incorporates the
lessons learned from their experiences,
including from Colorado, where Mr.
Scutari last year led a bipartisan legis-
lative delegation to examine the state’s
marijuana industry.

“The drug laws in this country pro-
hibiting the use and possession of
marijuana have failed. It is time to
end the detrimental effect these ar-
chaic laws are having on our resi-
dents and our state,” said Senator
Scutari, who authored the law creat-
ing New Jersey’s medical marijuana

program. Senator Scutari said legalizing,
regulating and taxing marijuana for those
who are age 21 and older could generate
millions of dollars in tax revenue that
could by dedicated to any number of
worthy programs, such as substance abuse
treatment and prevention efforts, trans-
portation and women’s health.

The Senator reasoned that legal-
ization of marijuana would free up
millions of dollars spent each year on
enforcement of the state’s marijuana
laws, and it would end discriminatory
enforcement. New Jersey spends $127
million a year on enforcement, ac-
cording to a report by the American
Civil Liberties Union. A Division of
Marijuana Enforcement in the De-
partment of Law and Public Safety
would be created regulate the state’s
recreational marijuana program.

The bill would also permit munici-
palities to issue licenses in local juris-
dictions if the division failed to do so
90 days after the one-year timeframe
allotted for the division to begin pro-
cessing applications. It would repeal
the sales tax on medical marijuana.
The bill would decriminalize posses-
sion of up to 50 grams of marijuana
upon enactment.

Forum to Be Held on Heroin
Opioid Abuse Awareness

FANWOOD — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and members of
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains po-
lice departments will be participating
in a community forum next week fo-
cused on ways to reverse the growing
trend of heroin and opioid abuse in
the area, acting Union County Pros-
ecutor Grace H. Park, Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo, and Scotch
Plains Police Chief Ted Conley jointly
announced in a joint press release
Tuesday.

The forum, “Confronting a Crisis,”
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 24 at the Forest
Road Park building in Fanwood. It
will include a presentation by the
prosecutor’s office’s Guns, Gangs,
Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task
Force, followed by a Q&A involving
members of law enforcement.

“This is an issue that absolutely
does not discriminate – it is impact-
ing citizens of all ages, races, and
backgrounds here in Union County,”
Acting Prosecutor Park said. “It has
become one of the most pressing pub-
lic health issues facing our nation
today, and we in law enforcement
must step up and make the effort to
ensure that citizens are well-in-

formed.”
At least 54 people died due to a

fatal overdose in Union County last
year, more than in any year since the
start of the decade. Police depart-
ments countywide started deploying
the lifesaving overdose-reversal drug
naloxone approximately three years
ago, and the number of times it was
given to citizens jumped from slightly
more than 60 in 2015 up to more than
150 in 2016.

“Heroin and opioid abuse has typi-
cally been viewed as someone else’s
problem. But that is not the case – it
has no boundaries, and it’s now every
community’s problem,” Chief Trigo
said. “We need to educate the public
and confront this problem together.”

“Even my small community is not
immune to this national public health
crisis; our officers have saved lives
right here in Fanwood,” borough
Mayor Colleen Mahr added. “I en-
courage all residents to attend this
forum to understand its local effects
and how best to identify and avoid
opioid abuse.”

For more information, call
Prosecutor’s Office Director of Com-
munications Mark Spivey at (908)
527-4621.

Bill Package Would Require Better
 NJ  Transit Communication

See More Govt.
News On Page 20

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Nancy F. Muñoz (R-21st, Summit)
has introduced a package of legisla-
tion addressing the top concerns N J
Transit commuters have expressed
over the last several weeks. Recently,
commuters have dealt with frequent
delays and are expecting a reduction
in trains over the summer.

These incidents have been the re-
sult of train malfunctions and out-
dated infrastructure. A NJ Transit  train
with about 1,200 passengers heading
to Penn Station was stuck in the
Hudson River Tunnel for over two
hours earlier this month.

“New Jersey is a commuter state.
Hundreds of thousands of people
use NJ Transit daily; these prob-
lems are unacceptable and need to
be addressed,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“Hopefully, these bills when enacted
will improve this daily critical ser-
vice.”

Asw. Muñoz has proposed a pack-
age of five bills addressing transpor-
tation issues. The first bill, A-4807,
would require passengers delayed
more than one hour because of me-
chanical issues be given a free train

ticket. The second bill, A-4809,
would require NJ Transit to develop
a contingency plan to move com-
muters if a train is stalled for more
than one hour.

She has also proposed three resolu-
tions urging NJ Transit to improve its
service reporting to commuters of
cancellations, delays and scheduling
changes; to provide commuters with
alternative telecommuting work ar-
eas during the upcoming repairs to
Penn Station and the construction of
trans-Hudson rail tunnels; and call-
ing on Congress to review Penn
Station’s operations and command
structure.

“Commuting has become a daily
struggle for New Jersey residents. It
impacts the quality of life when some-
one starts and ends their day with
expected frustration,” she concluded.

Her package also includes: AR-
243 which urges NJ Transit to im-
prove its service reporting cancella-
tions, delays and scheduling changes
through alerts sent to commuters, and
better advertise its service; AR240
urges Transit to provide commuters
with alternative telecommuting work
areas for commuters during repairs to
Penn Station and construction of trans-
Hudson rail tunnels, and AR-241 calls
upon Congress to review Penn
Station’s operations and their com-
mand structure.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lawmakers Join Lawsuit to Stop
$300-Mil. State House Renovation

Senator Kip Bateman (R-16th,
Somerville) and Senator Michael
Doherty (R-23, XX) joined with Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth)
to file a lawsuit this week to stop
$300-million New Jersey State House
renovation project that was initiated
without legislative or voter approval.

The civil complaint, filed in New
Jersey Superior Court, alleges that
actions undertaken by the State Capi-
tol Joint Management Commission,
Treasury Department, and New Jer-
sey Economic Development Author-
ity (NJEDA) related to the renova-
tion plan violate the debt limitation,
appropriations and separation of pow-
ers clauses of the New Jersey Consti-
tution.

“While the law is clear that the
plan to borrow $300 million to fund
the State House renovation must be
approved by both voters and the
Legislature, the governor’s convo-
luted and unconstitutional financ-
ing arrangement takes that choice
away from both taxpayers and their
elected representatives,” Mr.
Doherty said. “Our lawsuit seeks to
hold the governor accountable and
halt this boondoggle of a project.
We’re fighting to ensure that New
Jersey taxpayers have both trans-
parency and choice as to how their
money is spent.”

Frelinghuysen Takes Heat
For Letter to  Employer

Republican Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen is taking heat for tar-
geting an activist by writing a letter to
the woman’s employer accusing her
of working against “economic
growth” and “stronger national secu-

rity,” according to media reports.
The letter, which was asking for

donations, included a note at the bot-
tom reading: “P.S. One of the ring-
leaders works in your bank,” a refer-
ence to Saily Avelenda, who served
as a senior vice-president at Lakeland
Bank in Caldwell, N.J., before she
resigned. Ms. Avelenda had worked
as an activist for a group called NJ
11th for Change, which has been urg-
ing Mr. Frelinghuysen, who has served
in Congress for 22 years, to hold in-
person town halls and organizes pro-
tests outside of his office in New
Jersey. A copy of a news story in
which Ms. Avelenda was quoted was
clipped to the letter.

Mr. Frelinghuysen’s campaign of-
fice in a statement to the media
called the note “a personal letter”
and maintained that the congress-
man is not involved with the “bank’s
business.”

Four Dems Announce Plans
To Challenge Lance In ’18

Multiple Democrats have an-
nounced they will challenge Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) in next year’s
mid-term Congressional elections.

Mr. Lance, now in his fifth term, is
rated just a slight favorite to retain the
seat by the Cook Political Report, a
Washington-based publication that
tracks congressional races.

Lisa Mandelblatt, a teacher in
Westfield, and Scott Salmon, a law-
yer from Scotch Plains, announced
their candidacies, and  Peter Jacob,
who ran for the seat last November,
has filed to run again. Linda Weber, a
bank executive from Berkeley
Heights, also announced this week
that she would seek the Democratic
nomination.




