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Blue Devils Score 5 in Sixth;
Defeat Softball Raiders, 12-6
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University. It was the 1969-70 school
year and Carey was a last-minute hire
as a physical education teacher, bas-
ketball and baseball coach. Next month
he will be retiring after 48 years, the
last 22 as the principal at Roosevelt
Intermediate School.

“Old-timers” remember him as a
coach, from 1970-97, while the
younger generation thinks of him as
an administrator, from 1996-2017.
They’re both right.

Carey had to learn to reign in his
emotions, and he did that. But he
never was short with the discipline.
Win or lose, his players followed the
rules. Or …

“One time we had a big game on
Monday, but there was a … an inci-
dent … on Saturday night,” Tommy
Della Badia said recently. “He called
me and Billy Harcourt into his office.
We hadn’t broken any rules, but we
were there and rules had been broken.
‘You should have known better,’ he
said. ‘You’re not playing today.’ And
he was right, of course.”

Carey coached for 28 years – bas-
ketball and baseball at Edison from
1970-93; junior varsity basketball at
WHS from 1982-90; and varsity bas-
ketball at WHS from 1991-97 – and
had an overall record of 514 wins, 331
losses and 2 ties, an impressive 60.8
winning percentage. But those num-
bers are nothing compared to the im-
print Stew Carey leaves behind.

***
Lieutenant Robert Bell was the lead

police detective on the infamous John
List murder investigation that jolted
the town in 1971. Son Bobby Jr. felt

Mark Jackson remembers like it was
yesterday. It was the first day of bas-
ketball practice at Edison Junior High
in late 1969, a racially-charged time in
America. Jackson and his all-white
buddies showed up for basketball prac-
tice, not knowing what to expect from
the new eighth-grade coach, a short
black man with a mini-Afro hairdo
and a major attitude.

“He (Stew Carey) was 22, right out
of college,” Jackson said recently. “But
we all took to him immediately. We
wanted to follow his lead. He let us run
up and down the court. But the heart of
it was diving for loose balls, and tak-
ing charges. And we practiced both.
You wanted floor burns, to show him
that you were willing to do whatever it
took.”

Jackson is now the principal at
Amherst-Pelham High in Massachu-
setts, but he easily recalled the team’s
big game, 37 years ago.

“It was at home against Roselle,” he
said. “Two years later we (WHS) won
the (state) Group 4 title and they won
Group 2. Player for player we were
outmatched, but we won by seven or
nine (66-56).”

Another game at Rahway was ended
early when the officials stopped the
game in the third quarter.

“I don’t remember the particular
call,” Jackson said, “but Mr. Carey
went nuts and the refs called the game.”

That team – featuring starters Jack-
son, Scott Novacek, Barry Kaufmann,
Pete McGale and Joe Cacchione –
finished 11-3.

“It wasn’t an easy task, to capture
our hearts and minds,” Jackson said.
“But he had us all in.”

***
Stew Carey came to Westfield out

of Burley High (Class of 1965) in
Charlottesville, Va., via Delaware State
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Carey: Much More
Than Ws and Ls

MOST IMPROVED...This Most Im-
proved Player trophy in 1976 made a
lifetime impression on one of Stew
Carey’s former baseball players.

the sting of being cut from the Edison
baseball team in 1975. But he made
the team in ninth grade, and was WHS’s
varsity catcher in 1979.

“(Carey) knew I was really disap-
pointed after he cut me in eighth grade,”
Bell said recently. “But he took me
aside and told me what I needed to do
to make the team the following year.
Not only did I make the team, but Mr.
Carey awarded me a trophy as ‘Most
Improved Player’ that I still have in
my office 41 years later. I’ve used that
experience as a motivator many times
since then. I earned lots of trophies
over the years, but have no idea what
happened to any of the others. This
one has always been extra special. He
even made sure the figure on top of the
trophy was a catcher, instead of a
generic ball player.

“I had many baseball coaches, but
he was the best. He was not only a
great strategist (we once won a game
on a double suicide squeeze, where
the runner on second scores too), but
also a terrific teacher and mentor. He
was very demanding in practice, but
usually made it fun. He’d scream at us
when we screwed up, but also clowned
around with us, once in a while.”

***
“Physically he wasn’t an imposing

presence,” Neil Desmond said recently.
“Then he would open his mouth, and
you would immediately stand at atten-
tion.”

Desmond had the Carey experience
as a junior high baseball player, later
playing on the 1977 and ’78 WHS
football teams.

“He was a no-nonsense guy ... he
gave you directions and expected you
to follow them,” Desmond said. “He
would make it crystal clear that his
instructions were never open to inter-
pretation. But he was also always there
for his players. I missed dinner a couple
of times because some of us were
hanging around after practice, yucking
it up with him. It didn’t happen often,
but those few times were priceless.

“He felt a genuine responsibility to
the young men he coached, to insure
they kept out of trouble, and repre-
sented their team, their school and
their town in a manner that all could be
proud of. And you never had to guess
what he was thinking. He had no inter-
nal filter. It went from his brain to his
mouth. I always appreciated that, as a
player.”

Desmond ranks Carey ranks right
up there with Gary Kehler, WHS’s
legendary football coach.

“In many ways they were very much
alike,” Desmond said. “Coach Carey

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Danielle Rinaldi, Paige
Venturino, Casey Popowski, Nicolina Albano and Lauren Fernandez.

For Waltsak, the inning could have
been much less damaging had she and
her teammates been able to squeeze a
couple of ground balls.

“It was disappointing that we
couldn’t make those plays,” said
Waltsak, still working her way back
from recent bicep injury. “I felt like I
was doing well for while there. The
home run I gave up was not a bad
pitch. It was moving for me. She
[Howell] just got a hold of it. I think
sometimes, when we face adversity
we need to make the plays to get
through it. Today we didn’t do that.”

If the Raiders were going to rally,
they would have to do it against a new
pitcher as the Blue Devils brought in
Bridget Hyland to start the bottom of
the fourth inning. Hyland set the
Raider batters down in order.

The Raiders did rally for a run in
the fifth. Julia DiGiacomo rapped an
RBI double into the left-centerfield
gap that scored Angie DiGiacomo,

who had doubled. But Hyland kept
the lead at 7-4 when she got Lyman to
pop out to first base to end the inning.

Westfield picked up five big insur-
ance runs in the sixth inning with four
coming against reliever Zoe Cardenas.
The Raiders, trailing 12-4 heading
into their final at bat, managed to
grind out a pair of runs on RBI singles
by Emily Lockatell and Lyman be-
fore Hyland got Brunetto to ground
out to short to end the game.

“Really it was one bad inning for us
today,” said Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnik. “Jess Waltsak was pitching
well but we didn’t help out defen-
sively.”

Rinaldi (2-for-4), Sacher and Erica
Lawrence each doubled and drove in
a pair of runs for Westfield. Julia
Romano added two hits and an RBI.
Westfield improved to 15-4. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood fell to 7-11.
Westfield 200 505 0 12
Sc Pl-Fanwood 300 010 2 6

Pirates’ Surge Sinks Blue Devil Boy Laxers
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rest of the second quarter proved to
be an offensive slugfest with goals
coming at a pace of one per minute.
SHP grabbed a 3-2 lead only to have
Westfield’s Matthew Rittendale an-
swer with a goal at 7:34. SHP surged
to a 5-3 lead after goals by Westlin
and Brian Tevlin. Westfield closed
out the half with goals by Bond at
4:26, Rittendale’s game tying shot
at 3:12 and Warnow’s strike at 2:17
that sent the Blue Devils into the
break with a 6-5 lead.

“When you are dealing with kids
in high school it is always a chal-
lenge for them to maintain intensity
and focus,” said Tuohy. “I thought
our guys did a great job early, espe-
cially just being a few days removed
from an emotional exciting win over
Summit. I think in the second half
you could kind of see that focus
slipping away.”

Westfield still appeared to have
plenty of energy in reserve when
Warnow scored just a minute and a
half into the third quarter for a 7-5

Blue Devil lead. The quick strike
was set up by teammate Luke
Hunziker, who intercepted a pass
then sent it ahead to Warnow, who
quickly deposited the ball into the
back of the net.

The rapid-fire goal seemed to
wake up the Pirates, the five-time
defending Essex County champi-
ons. From that point forward, the
Pirates took complete control of the
contest by scoring the next five goals
in the third period. Westlin would
score four of these goals himself.

“He is a really talented player for
them,” said Tuohy. “You can’t say
enough about him or so many of
their players. There is a reason why
they are so highly ranked. They have
a lot of talent.”

SHP methodically turned a 7-5
deficit into a 10-7 lead by the end of
the third quarter. The Blue Devils
tried a new goaltender heading into
the final quarter with Theo Dardia
taking over for starter Jack
McCauley. It did not help. SHP con-

tinued to dominate possession and
Westlin scored three more goals in
the final quarter, part of a 10-0 fin-
ishing kick that put the Blue Devils
down for the count.

“Westfield is a great team,” said
Westlin. “But we felt like our of-
fense could score on their defense.
It took a while for us to get it going
today but once we are rolling like
we were in the second half, it is
pretty hard to stop us.”

Westlin had seven goals and three
assists for the winners. Teammate
Cole Kirst contributed three goals
to the Seton Hall Prep ledger. Blue
Devils Bond and Rittendale each
scored two goals. Devon McLane
added three assists. McCauley al-
lowed eight goals, while recording
seven saves. Dardia allowed seven
goals, while stopping two shots.
Seton Hall Prep 2 3 5 5 15
Westfield 1 5 1 0 7

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, May 21st • 1-4 PM
1041 Wychwood Road, Westfield • 4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths

WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE    600 NORTH AVENUE WEST     908-233-0065

©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Welcome to 1041 Wychwood Road in one of Westfield’s premier locations! Situated on a lovely, quiet cul-de-sac, across
from the Echo Lake Country Club golf course, you can imagine this home with storybook curb appeal as your own. Walk
into a gracious entry hall with hardwood floors, flanked by a grand and sunny living room with an impressive wood
burning fireplace on the right, and a cozy library /office with a gas fireplace and built-in bookshelves on the left. The
formal dining room offers a lovely view from the large bay window to the greenery outside. The sparkling kitchen is
updated with granite countertops and stainless steel appliances. A few steps away enjoy the sunlit breakfast room. Full of
light and wonderful views to the lush landscaping and flower gardens in the back yard, the large family room boasts an
elegant wet bar, powder room, and Dutch door to the patio. Completing the first floor is a rare find: a lovely bedroom
with an updated full bath, and a walk-in closet. On the second floor, there is a large master bedroom with an updated and
spa-like master bath with custom cabinetry. Two more bedrooms and an updated main bath complete the second level.
There are stunning hardwood floors throughout. With beautiful landscaping and a private, .35 acres setting, outdoor
living on the bluestone patio with an automated awning is a pleasure. Other features include a two-car garage, sprinkler
system, and central air conditioning. This is a wonderful place to call home! Presented for $959,000.
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was more ‘raw.’ But with the excep-
tion of my dad, Coach Carey and
Coach Kehler were the two biggest
influences in my life. Much of what I
learned from them, their ‘management
style,’ is what I implement on a daily
basis in managing my global team
here in Houston.

“Coach always had a way of making
you feel good when you did some-
thing good ... but never at the expense
of making sure you stayed grounded.”

***
Possibly Carey’s finest moment – if

48 years can even be pinned down to
one moment, season, game, practice,
or speech – came in 1985, leading the
WHS jayvee team to a 22-2 record.
The highlight was a 47-40 upset of
Elizabeth in the county jayvee tourna-
ment final. But that’s not what Neil
Horne, a freshman star on that team,
recalls.

“My most vivid memory is how
competitive Mr. Carey was in the last
few minutes of our nine-point home
loss to their team,” Horne said re-
cently. “Elizabeth had the top boys’
basketball program in New Jersey at
that time. Their JV team was so tal-
ented (that) their players won the var-
sity county championship the next two
years. Most coaches would have been
thrilled to split games with Elizabeth.
But it was clear that Mr. Carey thought
we should have won the game, and
that we were capable of beating them
a second time. His belief in us carried
through – not only to our Union County
championship, but for the rest of our
lives.

“Thirty-one years later (in June
2016), I attended my daughter Julia’s
graduation from Roosevelt Interme-
diate School. And as principal, Mr.
Carey delivered a highly motivating
commencement address. He indicated
to the Class of 2020 that it’s easy to
show up when everything is going
well. But the true test is whether you
have the character to keep trying your
best when things are not going your
way. Mr. Carey is one of the best
coaches, educators and leaders that
Westfield has ever seen.”

***
Brian Ciemniecki played varsity

basketball three years under Carey.
The total record: 20 wins, 39 losses.
While Ciemniecki swears he would
have run through a wall if Carey had
asked, he also got to know his coach’s
other side.

“My senior year, the forecast called
for a blizzard,” Ciemniecki said re-
cently. “As we left the gym the day
before, Stew says, ‘I don’t care if the
snow comes up to your (butts) tomor-
row, we are having practice!’ Well, it
snowed about 30 inches that night. In
the morning the phone rings and it’s
Mr. Carey. ‘Ciemniecki, call the boys,
no practice today.’ Of course, my re-
sponse was, ‘But Mr. Carey, the snow
is up to my (butt), and you said we’d
have practice’ to which he responded,
‘Don’t be a wise (guy) Ciemniecki’
and hung up the phone.”

CELEBRATE STEW
After 48 years in the Westfield

school district as a teacher, coach and
administrator, Stew Carey is retiring.
All former athletes of Mr. Carey
(Edison Junior High basketball/base-
ball, Westfield High jayvee and var-
sity basketball) are invited to a gath-
ering on June 17, hosted by Joe and
Tom Della Badia at Tom’s house in
Westfield. Spread the word to your
former teammates and contact Joe
(908-377-9477) or Tom (908-370-
9668) for more details and to RSVP.
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1501 Rahway Avenue, Westfield 
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Well maintained & beautifully updated Colonial situated on deep property with great yard 

space. Entry vestibule leads to a spacious formal living room with hardwood floors and a 

stone front fireplace. Off the living room is a cozy family room with cathedral ceiling and 

built-ins. Formal dining room features a corner built-in cabinet and flows into the incredible 

designer kitchen featuring abundant cabinetry, stainless steel appliances, tile backsplash, 

soapstone counters, and a convenient pot filler. An adorable screened porch off the kitchen 

and a beautiful powder room with pocket door complete the first floor. A beautiful stained 

glass window leads you up the stairs to three bedrooms and a good size main bath with large 

linen closet. Walk up attic and unfinished basement. Don't miss this charming home!  

Presented for $735,000
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