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porting his left arm, Victor Cruz
had to do some supporting of his
own from the dugout.

“I was cheering all game. My
voice is gone too. I am happy for
the win and I knew they could do
it all along. We had some big
hits. Alex had a big hit, James
had a big hit, Matt LaCorte had a

big hit. The big timely hits defi-
nitely got me going and we also
had some good pitching perfor-
mances with Connor and Corey
Hiltz. All that got me going,” he
said.

“We had great hits from un-
sung heroes today, like Artur
[Xiao] coming in the game after

Stevie [Barden] got hurt, and
Matt Manning, who is in for Victor
Cruz, who is out for the season.
Matt made great plays in the
field too and he had our first
RBI,” Scanlon emphasized.

“Arthur hasn’t got many oppor-
tunities but we all knew he was a
good player. When he came in,
we knew he would perform. There
was no step down during the
game and he came through with
some big hits and made nice
plays in the outfield,” Friel pointed
out.

“Like James said, he hasn’t had
many opportunities but we know
what he’s capable to do. Arthur
has been doing that and he has a
lot of range in the outfield,” Cruz
added.

“It was a real close game. We
just didn’t come out on top. That’s
baseball. It happens sometimes.
You just have to get back at it
and hopefully we will do better in
the state tournament,”
Armstrong said.

“Coach Mac [McCaffery] has
been to the state tournament
like 15 years, so he does a great
job of getting us prepared and
we are going to take it one game
at a time. Hopefully we get home
field advantage and we just do
what we can do in the states,”
Bakie said.

As a member of the Group 5
champion football team, Scanlon
felt particularly blessed.

“It’s really awesome. Winning
two championships in a year,
there is no better feeling,” he
said.
Westfield 010 302 0 6
Cranford 010 110 0 3
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