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CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

CIVIL & CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS
FORMER PROSECUTORS

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

FREE Seed for a Year, Decorative Birdhouse, Bird Feeding
Station, Holiday Seed Character Basket or Squirrel Proof
Feeder ( Total Retail Value of Prizes over $1000! ) 

Register To Win One of the Following Prizes:

FREE seed and a starter
feeder just for stopping
in! (While supplies last.) 

Free Gifts 
Trade in Any Old Feeder;
Get 20% off a new Wild
Birds Unlimited feeder. 

Feeder Swap 

Tiered Savings All Day! 

November 11th, 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
(Raffle Drawing Starts @ 5 pm) 

Stop In During Our Grand Re-Opening Event:

$5 Off Any $25 Purchase!
$10 Off Any $50 Purchase!
$20 Off Any $100 Purchase! 

Meet T  he New Store Owners!
2520 US Highway 22 East  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 233-5004 • www.wbu.com/scotchplains

Featuring local children as 
“Rahway Community Mice”

Saturday, November 18 at 2 p.m.
Sunday, November 19 at 1 p.m.

Union County Performing Arts Center
Rahway, NJ

Tickets: ucpac.org | 732.499.8226
- Sensory-Friendly performance

SPDRC Launches New
Survey on Lib., Com. Ctr.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Downtown Redevelopment
Committee (SPDRC) has launched a
new survey aimed to gather input
from the community on both a new,
expanded library and a community
center facility. The need for this has
been identified through Downtown
Redevelopment Committee member
comments and public input at several
meetings.

As part of the planning for both a
new, expanded library and a commu-
nity center facility, this survey was
developed by the Social Recreation
Study Group of the SPDRC. Partici-
pation in the survey will help guide
the SPDRC and the planning board as
they formulate and discuss plans for
both a new, expanded library and a
community center. The SPDRC asks
that participants please take the time
to answer each question, including
the open-ended questions, as their
input will help with planning. Any
plans will be reviewed, approved,
and adopted by the township council.

The online survey can be found at,
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/sp-
library-community-centeror by
v i s i t i n g h t t p s : / /
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/downtown-redevelopment-
committee/library-community-cen-
ter-survey/and the Township’s
Facebook page https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

ScotchPlainsTwp/or Twitter page
h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m /
scotchplainstwp?lang=en

Hard copies of the survey can be
found at Scotch Plains Town Hall,
430 Park Avenue, Room 205 and the
Scotch Plains Library, 1927 Bartle
Avenue. After completion, hard copy
surveys can be submitted at a drop
box in Town Hall, Room 205 or the
Library or mailed to the Township of
Scotch Plains, Attn: Thomas Strowe,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ
07076.

The online version is set to only
allow one submission per IP address.
For those who are filling out the hard
copy survey, we ask that you please
adhere to the honor system and fill
out only one survey.

“Participation in this survey will be
very important to our redevelopment
plans,” said Mayor Al Smith, who is
chairman of the SPDRC. “The
SPDRC has been discussing includ-
ing both a new, expanded library and
a community center as part of a rede-
velopment plan for some time now,
and results from this survey will help
us understand the needs of our resi-
dents.”

For more information on the Down-
town Redevelopment Initiative,
please visit https://
www.scotchplainsnj.gov/depart-
ments/downtown-redevelopment-
committee/

Democrats Sweep
Westfield Mayor, Wards

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HISTORIC WIN...Mayor-elect Shelley Brindle, right, thanks supporters during
the celebration at Ferraro’s on Tuesday night with Campaign Manager Ben
Nanna. Mayor-elect Brindle will be Westfield’s first female mayor when she takes
office on Monday, January 1, 2018.

By LAUREN S. BARR and
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — It was a historic
night in Westfield as Michelle
“Shelley” Brindle (7,142) became
the first female mayor of Westfield,
beating out incumbent Republican
Andy Skibitsky (4,598). The Demo-
crats also swept all four wards for
the first time in Westfield history.

In Ward 1 Linda Habgood (2,017)
beat incumbent Republican Sam
Della Fera (1,157).

Michael Dardia, the first Democrat
ever elected to hold a council seat in
Ward 2, beat out fellow newcomer
James Corcoran, 1,601 to 1,199.

Democrat David Contract beat
incumbent Republican David
Oliveira, 1,486 to 1,162.

In the fourth ward, Democrat Dawn
Mackey bested Republican incum-
bent Keith Loughlin, 1,644 to 1,229.

“I really am speechless,” Mayor-
elect Brindle told the crowd gath-
ered at Ferraro’s.

She thanked her family for their
support, along with her campaign
staff, including Manager Ben
Nanna. “I like to surround myself
with people who have shared val-
ues. The type of people that are in
this room tonight.”

“We are going to take this energy
and enthusiasm and plow it into our
local government,” she said to the
cheering crowd.

Before coming to Ferraro’s to con-

gratulate Mayor-elect Brindle,
Mayor Skibitsky told his support-
ers gathered at the Ward Mansion,
“I couldn’t be prouder of the people
I served with over the years.”

“Thank you for all you have
done,” he said to his fellow council
members.

Fourth Ward Councilman Keith
Loughlin told the crowd that these
were not the results they wanted
and thanked everybody in the room
for all their support. He added that it
was his honor to serve as council-
man for eight years in the fourth
ward.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, who
is also chairman of the Westfield
Republican Committee, told The
Westfield Leader, “you can see there
is a reaction here, to last year’s elec-
tion,” he said of the Westfield may-
oral and council election results.

“As you recall, Westfield did not
vote for (Donald) Trump, (and) this
is a reaction to all that,” he said.

In Westfield’s Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) election, incumbent
Margaret “Peggy” Oster (3,800),
along with newcomers Lynn Benner
(3,475) and Kent Diamond (2,785)
beat out Anthony Marotta (1,911)
and Simon Cirasa (1,862) to fill the
three seats. Current BOE members
Mark Friedman and Chris Langhart
opted not to seek re-election.

The newly elected officials will
take office on Monday, January 1,
2018.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HEROES AMONG US...Local veterans are recognized during half-time of the
Westfield versus Scotch Plains Football game on Saturday.

GOP’s Andre, Turner Win
Mountainside Council Race

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough resi-
dents voted to return Republicans
Deanna Andre and Keith Turner to the
borough council on Tuesday.

Mr. Turner received 1,316 votes, rep-
resenting 28.45 percent of the ballots
cast. Ms. Andre received 1,305 votes,
or 28.21 percent. Their Democratic
challengers were Carlos Gomez, who
drew 1,017 votes, or 21.98 percent, and
Lauren Cook, who garnered 983 votes,
or 21.25 percent.

Additionally, incumbent Dante Gioia
and Dana Guidicipietro were elected to
the two open seats on the Mountainside
Board of Education. They had been
unopposed.

While the votes were being tallied,
voices were being raised at the Moun-
tainside Borough Council work meet-
ing. Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and resi-
dents, along with members of the board
of education, argued over the best use
of a $50,000 grant received from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

The mayor and several members of
the borough council want to pro-rate
the funds and use a portion of the mon-
ies to make improvements to the fields
at Beechwood School, while the par-
ents and members of the board of edu-
cation are adamant that the most press-
ing need at the school is the construc-
tion of a playground, since the 220
elementary-school students at

Beechwood do not have any outdoor
play equipment.

According to Chief School Adminis-
trator Nancy Lubarsky, Ed.D., the
school community understood it would
receive $30,000 from the grant money,
and through an extensive volunteer
fund-raising effort has raised $30,000
in matching funds. While she acknowl-
edged it was unfortunate that the bor-
ough did not receive the full $90,000
grant, she and other members of the
public repeatedly noted, “There are
many fields in town but no playground
for the students at Beechwood School.”

Ms. Lubarsky explained that the goal
was to build a playground by the spring
of 2018, which would include equip-
ment for disabled students and residents,
and noted that repairs or upgrades to the
fields at Beechwood were not a priority
for the parents or the members of the
board of education. Board of Education
President James W. Ruban attended the
meeting but spoke only as a parent and
resident. He noted that the money at
issue was county money that the board of
education applied for, and as the board
was responsible for the Beechwood
School facilities, it was the board’s pre-
rogative to determine how the money
should be used.

After almost half an hour of ani-
mated debate, it was decided that a
meeting between the council and the
board of education should be held as
soon as was feasible to resolve the issue
of the best use of the grant funds.
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Housing Plan
of the site where A&P once operated on
South Avenue have begun planning for a
residential and retail development.

In addition, a New Jersey Redevelop-
ment Authority Creative Community
Investments workshop was held at the
Carriage House, Ms. Jeffery said, high-
lighting Fanwood’s downtown redevel-
opment.

“It was a very nice complement,” Ms.
Jeffery said.

The Route 28 corridor has “got a
pretty strong economic engine,” Ms.
Jeffery said, across the neighboring
municipalities, noting the redevelopment
happening in Plainfield, Fanwood,
Garwood and Cranford.

“The practices of transit-oriented de-
velopment, pedestrian-friendly spaces,
and connectivity...were highlighted as
Fanwood’s Best Practices,” she noted.

In other business, Ms. McGovern said
Fanwood Liquors has purchased the
liquor license owned by A&P.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-Barker

suggested that a page be added on the
Fanwood website that shows the devel-
opment happening and businesses oper-
ating in the downtown.

During the resident comment portion
of the meeting, Michael Lewis asked
about council candidate Anthony Carter’s
comment supporting a $10 tax to sup-
port improvements to the Fanwood
Memorial Library.

Councilman Tom Kranz said it would
be a $90 increase if the borough was to
cover the entire cost. Mayor Mahr said
the Friends of the Fanwood Library was
saying it could be a $1 increase. Council-
man Russell Huegel said “it was prema-
ture” to know how much of a tax increase
it could call for. The cost for the expan-
sion and library improvement project is
estimated at about $3 million.

During the executive session, Mayor
Mahr and the council were slated to
discuss a Police Benevolent Association
(PBA) contract that is up at the end of the
year, as well as a rehabilitation project.


