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SETTLE IN 
without SETTLING. Rightsizechoice.com

(908) 605-6509

A Part of Fellowship Senior Living

• FELLOWSHIP VILLAGE •

Newly available villa and 
duplex homes include:

Great living room
Beautiful full kitchen

Guest bedroom
Master bedroom suite

Den

Dining room
Garage

Birchwood Draft Plan OK’d
By Plan. Bd.; Committee Next

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The planning board
last Wednesday made a motion to rec-
ommend for approval the draft rede-
velopment plan prepared by Harbor
Consultants of Cranford for property
at 215-235 Birchwood Avenue.

Mike Mistretta, a principal of Harbor
Consultants, had prepared the plan, and
in an executive session Wednesday the
planning board had heard the redevel-
opment plan. No further information
about the plan was provided. Board
Attorney Mark Rothman told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the plan is confi-
dential until the township committee
votes on it. Harbor was retained by the
board to prepare the draft plan.

The township committee is to intro-
duce an ordinance that lays out the
redevelopment plan, and then adopt
the ordinance at a subsequent meeting.
The upcoming township committee
meetings are scheduled for Mondays
and Tuesdays, November 27 and 28,
and December 18 and 19.

The township had purchased the
Birchwood Avenue properties from S.
Hekemian, aka Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), last year after the
township lost a builder’s remedy law-
suit filed by CDA.

In July, the township had made an
agreement to sell 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue for $18.5 million with a devel-
oper to build 225 units, said Wanda
Chin Monahan, a partner with the law
firm of Sedita,  Campisano &
Campisano, LLC, at a planning board
meeting in July. The Leader/Times con-
tinues to file Open Public Record Act
(OPRA) requests to obtain the bids
received for this property and the agree-
ment, and has been denied thus far.
The Leader/Times will continue to fol-
low up on this story.

There also is contaminated soil on
the property that is required by the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s (NJDEP) site
remediation program to be remediated.

Also Wednesday, the board heard a
presentation by Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Boxcar Joe Colangelo, who

also is a member of the Downtown
Management Corporation. The purpose
of the presentation was to provide in-
formation about his company in the
event the board considers to include
the service in its master plan, which
the board currently is reviewing, Town-
ship Commissioner Ann Dooley said.

Mr. Colangelo said his company works
with private businesses that have park-
ing spaces, and sells those spaces to
people who need to park. He gave ex-
amples of churches, funeral homes, resi-
dences and business lots that are avail-
able when those businesses are closed.
Boxcar also runs buses that operate be-
tween a handful of suburban New Jersey
municipalities and Manhattan.

In new business, Zoning Officer
Ronald Johnson said Section 136 of the
Land Development Code has been up-
dated to Section 255. Mr. Johnson said
the updated code includes the recently
passed affordable-housing ordinance.

Corrections Officer
Indicted for Assault

COUNTY — A Union County grand
jury has returned a two-count indictment
against a corrections officer charged in
connection with the physical assault of a
Union County jail inmate last year.
Lawrence Bethke, 39, of Roselle has been
charged with second-degree official mis-
conduct and third-degree aggravated as-
sault. On June 18, 2016, Bethke and an
inmate engaged in a verbal dispute that
escalated to violence, according to Assis-
tant Prosecutor Robert Rosenthal, who is
prosecuting the case.

Rec. Panel Focuses on Next
Steps for Parks, Fields, Pool

Union County Offering
‘ASK’ Events In Area
COUNTY — Union County residents

seeking information about services for
seniors age 60 and older can visit any of
seven Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) events
in November to speak with experienced
staff from the county’s Department of
Human Services, Division on Aging and
Disability Resource Connection.

The November schedule brings ASK
events to libraries and other public build-
ings in Clark, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Lin-
den, Mountainside, Union and Westfield.

The Division on Aging and Disability
Resource Connection is based in Eliza-
beth. Through the ASK community out-
reach program, members of the staff travel
throughout Union County to help con-
nect residents with information about
home delivered meals, respite care, home
care, adult day care support services for
caregivers, and more. The ASK program
also enables residents to obtain assis-
tance with completing applications and
forms at convenient locations.

The November 2017 dates and loca-
tions are: Monday, November 13, Clark
Public Library, 303 Westfield Avenue,
10 a.m. to noon; Wednesday, November
15; Mountainside Borough Hall, 1385
Route 22 East, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.;
Thursday, November 16, Westfield Com-
munity Center, 558 West Broad Street,
Westfield, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.;
Wednesday, November 22, Fanwood
Public Library, 5 Forest Road, 10 a.m. to
noon. All Union County residents are
welcome to attend any ASK event.

For more information, call 888-280-
8226 toll free, or (908) 527- 4870 or
4858, or visit the Union County website
at ucnj.org.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation com-
mission focused on ongoing maintenance
and possible capital improvement
projects during its monthly meeting
Monday night.

The meeting began with a brief re-
port from board of education (BOE)
member Chris Langhart, who serves as
the BOE liaison to the commission.
Mr. Langhart updated the commission
on the preliminary schedule for the
planned upgrades to Kehler Stadium.
According to Mr. Langhart, the plan
includes replacing the turf on the field,
installing new bleachers and upgrad-
ing the bathrooms. The work is likely
to begin in May and will be concluded
by August.

Recreation Director Don Bogardus
provided reports on several ongoing
maintenance projects. He explained that
the unseasonably warm weather has al-
lowed the recreation department to per-
form additional “winterizing” work at
Memorial Pool, including upgrades to
the security systems. Mr. Bogardus pro-
vided details on proposals to redo the
slides, upgrade the benches, and the
possible installation of air conditioners
in the training room. Commission mem-
ber Michael Cash asked Mr. Bogardus
to investigate the feasibility of improv-
ing the WiFi connectivity at the pool,
noting that it would be a valuable feature
for members.

Commission Chairman Peter Echausse
provided updates on the status of projects
related to the community’s fields and
parks. He advised that the master plan for
Tamaques Park continues to be a “work
in progress,” as the town council was
continuing to work with the commission
on the proposed upgrades, which include
the installation of two multi-use fields
and the construction of a new storage
building. Mr. Echausse also provided a
report on the recent follow-up meeting
which he and Mr. Bogardus had with
Jamie Meiselman, a representative of the
Jersey Off Road Biking Association
(JORBA) regarding its proposal to create
biking trails at Tamaques Park.

Mr. Echausse explained that commis-
sion members had walked through the

portion of the park under consideration
and that JORBA had provided a prelimi-
nary schematic of possible trail routes.
Mr. Bogardus reminded the public that
while there is significant support for
creating a family-friendly mountain bike
area in Westfield, the process is not a
simple one because it can involve state
rules and regulations.

The commission’s next meeting will
be Monday, December 4.

Superior Court OKs Town’s
Afford. Housing Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The town is in com-
pliance with the third round Mount
Laurel affordable-housing obligation,
according to the amended order by the
State Superior Court of New Jersey,
signed by Union County Assignment
Judge Karen Cassidy dated October
30, 2017, approving the town’s settle-
ment agreement and proposed fair
share plan.

The settlement agreement with
the town and the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center specifies the town’s re-
alistic development potential is 62
units.The town’s Fair Share Plan pro-
vides an additional seven units.

In a press release sent from Mayor
Andy Skibitsky last week, the mayor
stated, “The town is pleased to report that
the Court approved the settlement agree-
ment between the town and Fair Share
Housing Center, with all objections re-
solved. The court specifically found that
the town has met all requirements and
that the settlement is a ‘fair resolution’.”

Mayor Skibitsky further said, “Based
on the town being fully developed, the
town was entitled to a vacant land adjust-
ment, thus reducing the town’s obliga-
tion.”

The mayor also stated that the Fair
Share Plan provided for a rental bonus
of 15 credits. The town successfully
negotiated a provision, whereby if the
(National Guard) Armory (on Rahway
Avenue) is sold, the town has the option
to place any resulting affordable-hous-
ing requirement in a different area of
town. The current zoning of the Armory
as potential single-family housing re-
mains unchanged.”

As part of the settlement, overlay zones
were created over sites along North and
South Avenues that would allow for resi-
dential uses in addition to any current
uses permitted.

“The town will continue to support
non-profit affordable-housing organiza-
tions and special-needs housing,” Mayor
Skibitsky added.

There were three objectors listed in the
order. They were McMaster Companies,
Elite Homebuilding, and Peter Francis
and Patrick Ferro, who later withdrew

their objections. A compliance hearing
is set for Monday, April 16, 2018. Be-
fore that hearing, the town is to have a
housing plan and Fair Share Element
plan adopted by the planning board, an
updated spending plan that is in accor-
dance with the settlement agreement,
and introduction of a town ordinance
that provides for the amendment of the
town’s affordable-housing ordinance and
zoning ordinance.

The Third Round Mount Laurel af-
fordable-housing obligation is from 2015
to 2025.

Nugent Assoc. to Hold
Pub Party on Saturday

ROSELLE PARK — The Joseph
Nugent Sr. Association of Union County
will hold a “Keep the Tradition Alive”
Pub Party this Saturday, November 11,
from 2 to 6 p.m., at Dowling’s Irish Pub
and Restaurant, located at 117 Chestnut
Street, Roselle Park.

This year the Irish-American organiza-
tion will honor Ronnie and Mike
McElwain as Irish Persons of the Year.
Union Police Detective Pete Simon will
receive the Jack O’Connor/Lester
Sargent Award; Linden Fire Chief Joe
Dooley will receive the McConway/Rice
Award, and Kerry Schardien Ricci will
receive the Greta Sheridan Community
Service Award.

Eamonn Ryan will provide entertain-
ment. Admission is $25 and includes
draft beer, wine, soda and light food.
There also will be a cash bar.

For more information, call (732) 535-
2212 or (732) 851-5109. Tickets also
will be available at the door.

Founded by Joseph Nugent, Sr. in 1933,
the Nugent Association is the oldest inde-
pendent Irish-American organization in
the State of New Jersey.

Chamber Breakfast
CRANFORD — The Cranford Area

Chamber of Commerce will host its sec-
ond Cranford Connections Over Coffee
Breakfast on Thursday, November 16, at
Homewood Suites by Hilton, 2 Jackson
Drive, Cranford. The event will be held
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Those who plan to
attend should register now at
cranford.com/chamber/ or call (908) 272-
6114. The cost is $25 per person and $35
for future or non-members. A light break-
fast will be served.

Erratum
A front page story on the Cranford

Township Committee candidates’ forum
in last week’s newspaper included infor-
mation on the arrest of a Cranford town-
ship committee member for driving while
intoxicated, which should have been a
separate story by a different author.


