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THE NEW BUONTEMPO COLLECTION

EXCLUSIVE

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

121 Benson Place, Westfield
6 Bedrooms • 5 Full & 2 Half Baths • Offered at: $1,495,000

747 Warren Street, Westfield
5 Bedrooms • 3 Full & 2 Half Baths • Offered at: $1,139,000

123 Benson Place, Westfield
6 Bedrooms • 5 Full & 2 Half Baths • Offered at: $1,495,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 12 • 1-4PM

For more information, property photos, and virtual tours visit our website NJTopHomes.com

SCHORK 5 SACKS, KALNINS 56-YD TD REC, SHRINER 2 TDS

Cougars Overcome Terriers
On Grid ‘Senior Night’, 28-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” worked out well for
the Cranford High School football
team but not without a concerted ef-
fort, especially from the defense in
the second half, to overcome the Ter-
riers from Delaware Valley, 28-18, at
Memorial Field in Cranford on No-
vember 3. Trailing 10-7 at the half,
the Cougars’ defense recorded five of
their seven sacks of Terrier quarter-
back Jared Pershyn, while adding a
pair of short touchdown runs from
junior Jamie Shriner and a long touch-
down strike from quarterback Dan
Curren to sophomore Mike Kalnins
that was good enough for 56 yards. It
was a good sendoff for the Cougar
seniors

“It’s always a tough thing for me as
a coach. I don’t think it really hits the
seniors until after the season. But it
hits me tonight when we know that
these guys are playing on this field for
the last time. It’s one of the first things
in their life that they are not going to
be able to do any more that they truly

care about,” Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier expressed.

Junior defensive lineman Rob
Schork, listed at 6’4" and 215-lbs,
had a banner evening, recording five
sacks of a very influential nature and
nine tackles. Linebackers, co-captain
Ahmed Rasheed and Tim Joyce,
shared in a sack with Schork, while
John Markase and Shriner each added
a sack. Linebacker/co-captain Dylan
Budnik recorded 12 tackles, while
linebacker Matt Doran and defensive
back Elijah Arroyo each recorded six
tackles.

“Honestly it’s thanks to my other
people on the line, Dylan [Budnik],
[Matt] Doran. We all get in there. I
was fortunate that I was getting to
him. I can’t just give it to myself. It’s
everyone else on the defense,” Schork
said. “It was definitely a lot of fun.”

“Usually everybody is worried
about Rob [Schork]. They were double
teaming Rob and I just got through
there. Rob had a great game today.
They couldn’t stop us,” Rasheed said.
“It’s good coaching. We do what we

are supposed to do and when we do, it
works. Today we had a good week of
practice, so everybody had a good
game.”

The 6-3 Cougars went with six dif-
ferent ball carriers and totaled 252
yards rushing on 43 carries. Curren
carried 18 times for 137 yards, in-
cluding an 11-yard touchdown run.
Shriner carried 13 times for 85 yards,
including touchdown runs of two yards
and one yard. Kalnins carried five
times for 21 yards. Josh Cadet, quar-
terback Connor Katz and Anthony
Araujo also had carries.

“We have a lot of talent. Everybody
gets reps because they deserve it.
Everybody works hard in practice
and everybody deserves every rep
that they get,” Curren stated.

After the Terriers took 16 plays to
travel 80 yards, coming up with a 29-
yard field goal by Justin Carney, the
Cougars’ first offensive series did not
go so well because they shot them-
selves in the foot with four penalties
to go with a nine-yard sack. One of the
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Blue Devils’ Surge Halts Raider Gridders, 35-14
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for 61 yards, including a two-point
conversion. Justin Sanders had three
receptions for 21 yards and Alex
Oslislo had three receptions for 40
yards — one was a 12-yard reception
from Porter.

Heisey, who was also intercepted
twice, was sacked four times and three
of those were compliments of defen-
sive end Jake Vall-Llobera, who did
get some assistance from Colin Freer,
Joe San Giacomo, Drew Ortiz and
company. Freer added a solo sack.

“It’s also fun playing against a pass-
heavy offense, getting to go against
some offensive linemen and get into
the backfield,” Vall-Llobera said.

“The coaches prepared us very well
for defense. They told us that Scotch
Plains is a very high-powered offense
that scores a lot of points. We as a
team to come out and give up just 14
points was great. It was a well-rounded
team effort,” Ortiz said.

“We have to go through adversity
all the time. We’ve heard all year
about this offense. We took it on
ourselves as a defensive unit to stop
them. We left them with their lowest
total all season, so that was our goal
coming in,” Blue Devil co-captain
Jacob Dayan added.

“We knew they were not going to
run the ball on us. We had to adjust

and play very aggressive and just
tackling,” Ortiz added.

Shapiro went to the ground twice
compliments of linebacker Nick
Palazzollo, who finished with eight
tackles. Raider Javin Scott had eight
tackles, Laylor had seven, Declan
Cassidy had six and Stewart had five.

“We tried to come out as aggres-
sive as we could. We know Westfield
is a good team and we wanted to give
it our all. One last ride for the sea-
son,” Palazzollo said. “We respect
our coaches. We tried to do our job as
best as we could. We didn’t give up
that many points in the first half.”

The Raiders struck gold on their
opening drive, gobbling up 79 yards
on 10 plays, which ended with
Heisey’s one-yard connection with
Porter three minutes into the first
quarter. The extra point attempt was
blocked by several onrushing Blue
Devils. The Raiders’ next series was
cut very short when Barden, from his
defensive back position, intercepted
Heisey’s long pass intended for Laylor
at the Westfield 34.

“I don’t know why he threw it. I
was near him [Laylor] the whole time.
I saw it in the air. Once he threw it, I
knew it was mine,” Barden said.

Barden and defensive back Adam
McDaniel knew they had their work

cut out with a dangerous passing ma-
chine such as Heisey.

“I have all the faith in those guys.
They are some of my best friends in
life and I know that they are going to
be behind me. I can do my thing and
pass rush and they are going to be
back there to stop anything else,”
Vall-Llobera said.

“Me and Adam go way back since
PAL days, like third grade, so we have
a lot of communication together. It’s
nice to play with these guys because I
have been playing with all of them
since I was little. It’s nice to share these
types of moments,” Barden said.

The Raiders’ third series also ended
abruptly. After Vall-Llobera recorded
a seven-yard sack, Dayan, a line-
backer, intercepted Heisey at the
Raider 30 and zigzagged to the one.
Vall-Llobera set up at fullback and
blasted his way in for the score with
3:37 left in the quarter. Aidan Boland
kicked the first of his five points after
for a 7-6 lead.

“I dropped a couple this year but I
saw it and said I can’t drop this one.
My goal was to get a pick. It wound up
in my hands. I thought I hit the pylon
but I guess I didn’t. We eventually
scored, so that was a good thing. I tried
to do whatever I could for my team,”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT CATCH FOR THE TD...Blue Devil split end Emmett Smith, No. 80, snags quarterback Hank Shapiro’s pass in the
end zone for a touchdown as Raider Anthony Porter, No. 5, tries to defend against it.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO ELUDE SOME TERRIERS...Cougar running back Mike Kalnins, No. 8, attempts to elude a pair of Terriers
on “Senior Night” in Cranford. Kalnins did turn a play into a 56-yard pass reception for a touchdown.


