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Blue Devil Boys Lose Stunner to Nwk East Side
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Stunning, Nantucket style, Circa 1904 Dutch Colonial on sprawling, professionally manicured .89 acres lot
in Westfield's Stoneleigh Park. A scenic, idyllic, looped street flanked by mature sycamores and featuring
slate sidewalks. It is among the seven homes that occupy the inner island. Structurally impressive, this home
features elements that define Classic 20th Century Architecture. It is beautifully renovated to preserve the
character, quality and workmanship reminiscent of years past. The first floor boasts an impressive foyer, an
expansive formal living room, a grand formal dining room, a massive family room, a gourmet center island
kitchen with butler’s pantry & three sinks, an updated powder room and a laundry room. The second floor
is accessible via the main or back staircase. Upstairs, the Master Bedroom Retreat has a luxurious spa-like
bath and fireplace. Adjacent to the Master Bedroom is a sitting/dressing room. The bedroom located in the
turret tower features a fireplace and en-suite bath. There are five additional bedrooms & a full hall bath. The
walk-up attic, full basement and oversized two car detached garage offer additional storage. The location of
this magnificent residence is unprecedented. Just a short distance to award winning downtown Westfield for
shopping and dining, NYC transportation and close proximity to schools, this impressive home has it all!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 12th • 1-4PM
31 Stoneleigh Park, Westfield • $1,725,000

had the one ball go off the crossbar
early that would have made it 1-0 and
then you have a different game mov-
ing forward but it didn’t happen. We
allowed East Side To build confi-
dence and they became more engaged
as the game progressed.”

The game started out well enough for
Westfield, which got an opportunity to
score in the first minute. Andrew
Echausse banged one off the crossbar
that bounced away harmlessly sparing
the visitors from an early disadvantage.
Little did the Blue Devils know at the
time that this would be their best scor-
ing opportunity of the contest.

Westfield continued to play well
over the first 10 minutes, dominating
possession and seemingly toying with
the opponent. But things started to
change as Newark East Side settled
down and took the play to the Blue
Devils from that point forward.
Westfield goaltender Mendelson saved
his team from going down a goal in the
ninth minute when he stopped a shot at
pointblank range by Kevin Ojeda.
Mendelson reached high above his
head, got a piece of the ball then caught
it as it came down off of the deflection.

After a scoreless first half, the two
teams again engaged in a defensive
battle in the second half. But this time
it was Newark East Side that was con-
trolling the pace and the possessions.
The first five minutes of the second
half saw Newark East Side with a pair

of corner opportunities, one which
ended with a header from DeSouza
that was just wide of the mark.

“We rotated players in and out a lot so
that we had fresh legs in the second half,”
said Newark East Side Head Coach Jose
Pereira. “We thought that would be key
against Westfield, which is a very great
team. We started to establish possession
of the ball as the game wore on and that
creates more opportunities for your team.
I think Westfield was back on their heels
in the second half. Once you get a game
into a shootout situation, anything can
happen.”

While neither team could find the net
in regulation, Newark East Side almost
ended the game five minutes into the
first overtime. It required a great save
from Mendelson on a kick by East
Side’s Andrew Simoes to keep the Blue
Devils alive. Mendelson was injured on
the play and left the game briefly but
returned less than a minute later. Nei-
ther team could score in the first over-
time period and the opportunities for
scores were even less available in the
second overtime, which meant the out-
come would boil down to a shootout.

Westfield went first in the shootout,
trading goals with Newark East Side,
leaving the teams tied at 2-2. The first
sign of trouble for the Blue Devils
came when Michael Birle, shooting
third, was stopped by East Side
goaltender Jose Salinas. This gave
the Red Raiders the chance to seize

control of the shootout and Eduardo
DeOlieira did just that when his kick
found the lower back corner of the net
giving Newark East Side a 3-2 lead.

Westfield tied it at 3-3 on their
fourth shot but Newark East side still
had two attempts remaining and had
yet to miss. Mendelson then came up
with a stop against Brian Balcazar to
keep the shootout even. Both
goaltenders made stops on the fifth
attempts making it necessary for a
sixth shot to decide the issue. Once
again East Side goaltender Salinas
came up big recording a stop and
setting the stage for DeSouza’s match
winner on the sixth attempt.

DeSouza knocked it into the lower
right corner of the net as Mendelson
dove in the opposite direction, setting off
a celebration among the Red Raiders
and their small core of loyal fans. In an
otherwise sensational season, the ending
was sudden and cruel for a Blue Devil
team that had state title aspirations.

“The senior class on this team con-
sists of 14 players and it has been
together for three years now, so we
knew heading into the year that we had
the chance for something special,” said
Shaw. “We fought hard today as we did
all season. Things just didn’t go our
way. To go 17-1-3 and earn a share of
the Union County Title is something
they can all be proud of though.”
Nwk East Side 0 0 0 0 4
Westfield 0 0 0 0 3

Blue Devils Nip Raiders, 3-2, in Soccer Clash
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the back of the net,” Bond described.
Before the 19-0-1 Blue Devils could

score again, the 15-4-1 Raiders dem-
onstrated their true competitiveness.
In the 23rd minute, a result of a stumble
in the middle by a Blue Devil de-
fender resulted in a free kick from 23
yards out. Freshman Corrine Lyght
took a shot that banged the crossbar
and dropped straight down in front of
the goal where Sabrina DiLollo was
able to put it across for the tie.

Later in the half Raider co-captain
Taylor Diggs won a 50/50 at midfield
and drilled it downfield to the left
where Lyght took the ball and quickly
crossed right into the box where Kerri
McNeely positioned herself correctly
to make the score, 2-1, with 8:10 on
the clock.

“Corrine crossed it and she was
able to put it away. She’s been doing
that for a number of years. It was a
good finish,” Coach Ewing said of
McNeely.

The Blue Devils adjusted in the
second half, especially in an effort to
contain the dangerous and speedy
Lyght. In the meantime, the Blue Dev-
ils went to work along the left side-
line. Greenwood tapped the ball for-
ward to Haley Tomasso, who quickly
slipped it back to Greenwood, who in
turn ripped the ball into the middle
where Elliott looped the ball over
Raider keeper Maya Kessler, knot-
ting the score with 28:43 remaining.

“I was lucky enough to get a touch
on it and lofted it over the goalie’s
head. We practice getting it high in
the air on these shots,” Elliott de-

scribed.
With six minutes remaining, the

go-ahead moment arrived. Green-
wood lofted another corner kick from
the left side into another mob. Not
foreign to mob scenes, Bond, who
seems to thrive on the chaos, won the
scramble and made the score, 3-2.

“I like it. Exactly! Chaos! I was
making my run down the left side
from the middle. Bunch of chaos!
Ball popped out. Lefty shot just like
in the county finals,” Bond explained.
“I like to scramble. We had a great
corner kick.”

“All three goals were off of Josie’s
kicks,” Elliott added.

“Josie’s kicks were right on today
and I happened to be in the right
spots,” Bond said.

Bond and Elliott were quick to
thank the strength of their defenders
in their ability to contain Lyght and
McNeely, and goalkeeper Caitlin
Amman (4 saves), who made two key

diving saves in the final two minutes
to preserve the victory.

“She [Lyght] doesn’t play like a
freshman. She’s super composed, su-
per fast. She’s a great kid. She has
done extremely well. She really helped
our team this year. I am really proud of
her and I am really proud of all the
other kids,” Coach Ewing pointed out.

“In the first half, I think we were
giving a little too much space. She’s a
very good player and very fast, so we
adjusted to that in the second half. We
haven’t been down all year. We were
down 2-1, so I am really happy with
our defense how we responded to

that,” Elliott said.
“I was in the back line for three

years and I am proud of the defense
for just changing their mindset. First
half wasn’t the best for them. They
know that. They were two goals that
we could have easily prevented. When
second half came, we closed down
every single option. Caitlin Amman
in the net being solid. She had that
throw-in save at the very end, she
preserved the lead for us. We haven’t
been down all year, so this just showed
our testament and hard work and our
drive not to lose,” Bond said.

“Westfield is a good team. It was
hard fought by both teams. Unfortu-
nately they got one extra goal and we
didn’t,” Coach Ewing commented.

The Blue Devils’ big challenge is
not over yet. Today, Thursday, No-
vember 9, at 2 p.m. the sectional title
will be on the line against the defend-
ing champions Ridge Red Devils, who
had eliminated Westfield last year in

a semifinal shootout.
“Taking the momentum from this

game we are ready to go. Scotch
Plains and we are rivals. This game
has so much emotions and to be able
to come back from a 2-1 deposit, just
shows our will. We are not stopping
now,” Bond stated.

“Like Natalie said, this was our
biggest hurdle of the tournament. If
we just go out with our emotions
under control, it will hopefully lead
us through the section finals and fur-
ther than that,” Elliott said.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 2 0 2
Westfield 1 2 3
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Echo Ridge

Mountainside

Luxury Townhomes priced

from the mid $700s

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 12th • 1-3PM

1221 Rahway Road

Scotch Plains

5 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths

$895,000

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 12th • 1-4PM

212 Wyoming Street

Westfield

4 Bedrooms | 1.1 Baths

$575,000

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, November 12th • 1-3PM
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For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield

1741 Cooper Road

Scotch Plains

6 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths

$1,379,000

visit theisoldicollection.com or call 908-787-5990

#LoveWhereYouLive

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A STRETCH...Raider Kayla Krutis, No. 19, nearly performs a split in an effort to prevent Blue Devil Natalie Bond,
No. 6, from taking a shot on goal in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinal in Westfield on November 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING FOR THE BALL...Blue Devil senior Graham Studwell, No. 12, comes the whole way up from his center back
position and gets entangled in a scramble near the Newark East Side goal in the first half.
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