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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Suburbicon
Where Seldom is Heard a Tolerant Word

3 popcorns

Poetry Series Will Observe
Native Amer. Heritage Month

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

My rich sister Ann has regularly
informed that “It’s always about the
money…especially if they say it’s not
about the money.” Whether she influ-
enced the deservedly famous Coen
Brothers, Joel and Ethan, or they fig-
ured out the maxim themselves, they
have made a successful film career of
exploring and dramatizing it.
“Suburbicon,” their latest bit of cyni-
cism about how the American dream
is perennially misrepresented as a
free-for-all grab of wealth and not the
pursuit of human rights and freedom
the Founders envisioned, robustly
continues the muckrake.

Here, in a rare departure of form,
though co-writing and producing,
they’ve chosen George Clooney to
direct what nonetheless bears their
unique signature. While I’ve dubbed
the crime story “Fargo Light,” it’s far
from their best effort. However, pos-
sessing about 30 percent less vio-
lence and dastardly motivations than
its  forebear, there’s still plenty of that
Coen Brothers’ grisliness… a styl-
ized mode that dwells somewhere
between black comedy and eccentric
chutzpah. The assault on sacred cows
and hypocrisy continues.

Please know that since I’m terrible
at figuring out mysteries, I’m easily
over-impressed. How do detective
novel writers do it? Do they start from
the end and work backwards? So don’t
go by my say-so if figuring out how
the criminal mind plots its schemes is
your forte. But be apprised that things
aren’t what they initially appear to be
in the Lodge home, where corporate
executive Gardner Lodge lives in sup-
posed suburban bliss with his wife,
sister-in-law and adolescent son.

You’ll wonder why wife Rose is in
a wheelchair. And isn’t that Julianne
Moore playing both Rose and her
apparently sound sister, Margaret?
Yet before we can ask any more ques-
tions, the weirdness is set in motion.
Gardner, played by Matt Damon, en-
ters the living room and informs that
two men have invaded their home and
have assured that if all cooperate,
they won’t get hurt. The thugs chloro-
form the family. The rest, as they say,
is for me to know and you to find out,
if you can. A clue: In classical Coen
style, amateurs take crime into their
own hands.

 It is at this juncture, when the half-
explained, bizarre goings-on begin to
puzzle, that I recalled how Frances
McDormand’s Marge Gunderson
summarized the atrocities that took
place in “Fargo” (1996). In pitying
disbelief of what she’s uncovered,
she says: “And what for? For a little
bit of money? There’s more to life
than a little bit of money, you know.
Don’tcha know that?”

Mulling that, and taking the artistic
leap that there is a ready metaphor in
almost everything the Coens pen, I
thought about the financial incentive
that doubtlessly prompted recently
indicted millionaires to sell our coun-
try down the river. Yep… the heck
with democracy. Égalité? That’s for
suckers. All for a little bit of money.
But while that’s just my little political
conceit, the frères are much more ob-
vious in the sociological subplot that
rides in tandem with the mayhem.

Set just before the civil rights en-
lightenment of the 1960s, when beau-
tifully two-toned, high-finned cars
exemplified postwar ebullience and
belied the truly important stuff of
humanity, racism rears its ugly head.
The Mayers, an African-American
family, has just moved next door.
Little Nicky, superbly played by Noah
Jupe, strikes up a baseball friendship
with Andy, the new kid. But the pre-
sumed grownups of Suburbicon don’t
feel quite so friendly. Counterpoising
the skullduggery devastating the
Lodges, a 24/7 mob begins its hate
vigil outside the Mayers’ home.

Of course we know where the Coens
via Clooney are going with this. The
1950s, now the historical punching
bag of progressives for its missed
opportunities and financial idolatry,
represents for reactionaries that ide-
alized time when America was great.
Never mind that it was practically
100 years since the 13th Amendment
was enacted and segregation was still
tacitly the law of the land. Let’s just
hope that the next time a foreign
power backs a candidate it isn’t some-
one infatuated with the Great Depres-
sion or the 1918 flu pandemic.

But while the cracked mirror these
highly prized filmmakers hold up is a
splendidly satirical look at the fear that
too often overrides that innate morality
in us just screaming to break out and do
what’s right, those discomforted by
social introspection needn’t feel aban-
doned. There’s ghastliness by the bushel,
a thumping, neo-Hitchcockian score,
some really aberrant ne’er-do-wells to
disgust you and, leading up to a requi-
site amount of carnage which might
assuage the somewhat bloodthirsty
viewer, a veritable panoply of irrecon-
cilably bad behavior.

All this said, the Coens are an ac-
quired taste. And despite its vital
message, this will be catalogued as
one of their lesser works. While ar-
dent devotees will want to set their
filmic GPS for “Suburbicon,” the less
adventurous may wish to wait until
it’s on TV or skip the trip altogether.

***
“Suburbicon,” rated R, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
George Clooney and stars Matt
Damon, Julianne Moore and Noah
Jupe. Running time: 104 minutes.

Historical Society to Present
Talk on Historic Tree Project

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to a
celebration of National Native Ameri-
can Heritage Month on Tuesday, No-
vember 21. The free poetry perfor-
mance featuring Native American
Donna Beaver will begin at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, adja-
cent to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue).

Ms. Beaver is an Alaska Native
(Tlingit/Tsimshian) poet and artist,
originally from Juneau, Alaska now
living in New Jersey. In addition to
writing, she is a photographer, film-
maker, graphic/web designer, and mul-
timedia special. In 2000, she was

awarded the Alaska Native Writer’s
Award for Literature from the Univer-
sity of Alaska. Her latest book,
Rainforest Poems, was published in
2014. Ms. Beaver is co-producer and
co-host of the podcast, “Haiku
Chronicles” (a free non-profit podcast
devoted to the art of haiku and its
related poetic forms). Visit
www.donnabeaver.com for more in-
formation.

November is Native American Heri-
tage Month. The month honors and
celebrates the rich and diverse cul-
tures, traditions, histories, and contri-
butions of Native Americans. It is also
a time to educate the public about
tribes; to acknowledge their role in
U.S. history; to raise awareness about
the unique challenges native people
have faced both historically and in the
present, and the ways in which tribal
citizens have worked to conquer these
challenges.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is currently in its nineteenth year at the
Kuran Arts Center, an historic Gothic
Revival structure that was once a 19th
century carriage house. The Nov. 21st
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic reading with local poets
will follow the featured performance.
For more information call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298 or visit the
Carriage House Series online at
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

This special program will conclude
the Carriage House Series for 2017.
The series will continue in February
2018 with the annual Sweetheart Night
reading, featuring Edmund Baranowski.
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MAKING THE GRADE...On October 18, Becky Fallon (WHS '04), successfully
defended her Ph.D. thesis titled "Locomotor sensitization to amphetamine is
encoded by nucleus accumbens Fos-expressing neuronal ensembles in a context-
specific manner." Becky entered a graduate program in cellular, molecular,
developmental biology, and biophysics in 2011 through a graduate partnership
program with the National Institutes of Health and Johns Hopkins University. She
spent the last six years in Baltimore at the National Institute on Drug Abuse in the
lab of Dr. Bruce Hope researching how learned associations between environmen-
tal stimuli and drug rewards are encoded in the brain, and she found that a sub-
set of neurons in the Nucleus Accumbens played a causal role in this type of
learning. Discoveries like this provide useful input for the future development of
therapeutic treatments of drug addiction.

Solid Brass to Perform at
St. Paul’s on November 12

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, No-
vember 12 at 4 p.m., Solid Brass, a
New Jersey-based brass ensemble,
will return to Westfield to present a
program entitled Music to bring you
to your feet!, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church. The concert is sponsored by
St. Paul’s Friends of Music.

Subtitled The art of the march and
dance, the program truly includes
something for everyone. It ranges
from ceremonial and dance music
from the Renaissance to marches from
opera and by John Philip Sousa to Big
Band memories to hits by The Beach
Boys and Freddie Mercury. The en-
semble is made up of ten brass play-
ers on trumpet, trombone, French
horn, and tuba, together with percus-
sion. This concert marks the return of
Solid Brass to St. Paul’s after a sensa-
tional appearance in 2014.

Founded in 1982, Solid Brass is

recognized as one of the premier brass
groups in the country. The members
of the ensemble are some of the New
York area’s finest musicians who have
performed at Lincoln Center with the
Metropolitan Opera and New York
City Opera orchestras, New York City
Ballet orchestra, numerous Broad-
way shows, and a host of appearances
as orchestral and chamber musicians
in the metropolitan area. Solid Brass
has recorded on the Musical Heritage
Society label, Dorian Recordings,
Joseph Grado Signature Recordings
and Craig Dory Recordings, and has
appeared on PBS’s “The State of the
Arts”. Their musical arrangements
have been published by Art of Sound
Music (artofsoundmusic.com). Solid
Brass has been a recipient of a grant
from the National Endowment for the
Arts and performed in Mexico and
two tours of Canada.

St. Paul’s is located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield (near Euclid
Avenue and across from Town Hall).
Area parking is free. Concert tickets
may be purchased at the door. A dona-
tion of $20 is suggested for adults;
students are welcome at no charge.
Concert attendees are invited to a
reception following the concert. For
more information, please call St.
Paul’s Music Director Charles M.
Banks at (908) 451-5082.

Fundraiser Aims to Purchase
Historic Scotch Plains Home
SCOTCH PLAINS –New Jersey’s

rock ’n’ roll roots date back to the
genre’s early years, and that is not lost
on Pat DiNizio, a Scotch Plains na-
tive who along with three Carteret-
raised bandmates propelled The
Smithereens to international success
in the late 1980s.

With that history in mind, Mr.
DiNizio is spearheading a GoFundMe
campaign to raise money for the pur-
chase of a historic Central Jersey home
where his band honed its collective
chops, and if successful, he’ll convert
the house into a multipurpose non-
profit facility that will celebrate New
Jersey’s rockin’ past as well as feature
current and future musicians and sup-
port the community at large.

“I can’t bear the thought of a devel-
oper coming in, knocking down my
old family home and building condos
there,” Mr. DiNizio says about the
structure at 1578 Front Street in Scotch
Plains that dates back to 1863. “I
would like to create a living, ongoing
testament to the body of work, music
and career of The Smithereens, who
spent six years developing our sound
and style in the basement. I also want
to create a New Jersey rock ’n’ roll
museum/hall of fame there to honor
the many great artists who came out
of The Garden State, both the famous
and the unsung heroes.”

That’s not all: DiNizio’s plans for
the house include a concert venue,
with free “living room” performances
held there for autistic and special
needs children, wounded warriors,
military veterans as well as various
charitable organizations. He also in-
tends to display select pieces from his
personal, extensive music collection,
which includes items once owned by
Buddy Holly, plus rare Beatles-re-
lated memorabilia and various books,
posters, programs and other col-

lectibles “that tell the story of rock ’n’
roll, as it relates to New Jersey and the
world,” DiNizio explains.

Formed in 1980, The Smithereens
released two EPs prior to their debut
album, 1986’s  Especially for You.
Between 1986-94, they placed 11
songs on Billboard magazine’s Al-
bum Rock Tracks chart, among them
“Blood and Roses,” “Only a
Memory,” “House We Used to Live
In,” “Top of the Pops” and “Miles
from Nowhere.” The Smithereens also
reached the Top 40 of Billboard’s Hot
100 with “A Girl Like You” and “Too
Much Passion.” The band’s most re-
cent studio album was released in
2011; notable highlights since then
include playing the final show at the
historic Greenwich Village club
Kenny’s Castaways in 2012 and open-
ing select U.S. concerts for Tom Petty
and the Heartbreakers  in 2013.

To learn more about DiNizio’s
GoFundMe campaign, which was
launched on October 24, visit:  https:/
/www.gofundme.com/smithereens-
pat-dinizio-fundraiser

NJIO Opens Season
With Plainfield Concert

PLAINFIELD – Audiences will
enjoy the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra’s first
performance of the new season, “From
the European Countryside” on Sun-
day, November 12.  The performance
will begin at 3 p.m. at Crescent Av-
enue Presbyterian Church in down-
town Plainfield. The featured soloist
will be violinist Daniel Seog; admis-
sion is free.

NJIO’s Symphony Orchestra, led
by Maestro Warren Cohen, will begin
with a performance of the 4th and 5th
Hungarian Dances by Johannes
Brahms.  The orchestra will then per-
form the Violin Concerto in D Major
by Tchaikovsky, with Daniel Seog as
soloist.

NJIO’s Intermezzo Orchestra will
continue in the spirit of Brahms with
his Hungarian Dance No.6, an abso-
lute delight filled with the charm of
the Old World and central Europe.

For more information regarding the
concert or to inquire about patron
services, please contact Mary Beth
Sweet at (908) 603-7691,
info@njio.org, or visit NJIO’s website
at www.njio.org.

WESTFIELD – Tom Ombrello, a
senior professor of biology at Union
County College, will conduct an il-
lustrated talk on the story of Union
County College’s Historic Tree
Project and the many noteworthy trees
growing in the College’s Historic Tree
Grove. An emphasis will be placed
on historic trees from New Jersey.
The talk will take place on Sunday,
November 19 at 2:30 p.m. at the
Reeve House in Westfield.

Mr. Ombrello began the historic
tree project at the college in 1995,
collecting seeds or cuttings of note-
worthy historic trees around the New
Jersey. Offspring trees are grown in
the college’s greenhouses and out-
door nursery. One offspring of each
historic tree is planted in the Historic
Tree Grove established on the
Cranford campus. When available,
extra offspring seedlings are distrib-
uted to, among other places, N.J.
schools and municipalities.

As part of that project, Mr.
Ombrello collected acorns from the
historic Basking Ridge White Oak
Tree on the grounds of the Basking
Ridge Presbyterian Church as its life

came to an end after 600 years. It is
believed to have been one of the
oldest White Oak trees in America.
On the college’s Cranford campus,
Mr. Ombrello grew progeny of the
historic tree.

Mr. Ombrello has a B.A. from
Herbert Lehman College, an M.S.
from Rutgers University, and a Ph.D.
from Rutgers University. He teaches
a wide variety of courses in the STEM
Division, including general biology,
environmental science, zoology, and
plant science. His research interests
involve working with NJ’s Division
of Fish and Wildlife to reduce the
negative encounters between people
and black bears in Northwest N.J.

Space is limited and prior registra-
tion is required so to make a reserva-
tion kingly email
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or call (908) 654-1794. There is a
suggested donation of $5 to help off-
set costs and to support the Society.

For more information about the
Westfield Historical Society and the
Reeve House, which is located at 314
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, visit
http://westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Majestic Winds to
Perform Fall Concert
UNION – Majestic Winds, the pro-

fessional wind band of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a fall concert at the Ehrhart
Gardens, 100 Frances Court, Union
on Thursday, November 16 at 7:30
p.m. The ensemble will be directed
by Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor.  “Our musi-
cal offerings are geared to please a
variety of musical tastes and range
from Renaissance to Ragtime favor-
ites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

This event is open to the public.
Admission is free and contributions
will be gratefully accepted. For addi-
tional information about NJWA or
Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-9696
or email njwaband@att.net.

Holiday Home Tour
Planned in Cranford
CRANFORD – The Cranford Junior

Woman’s Club announces its 28th an-
nual Home for the Holidays House
Tour, will be held on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. This self-
guided tour showcases some of
Cranford’s loveliest treasures. The club
is showcasing five of the finest homes
in Cranford all outfitted for the holi-
days. The wonderful Madrigal Choir
will be on hand to entertain. In addition,
the hospitality house will be offering
baked delights and a raffle basket.

Tickets, in advance, are $25 each.
Tickets are available at the following
local businesses: Periwinkles, Augusta
Mae, Simply, and the Cranford Library.
Tickets are also available online at
www.cranfordjwc.com.


