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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Council President
Sara Todisco, a Democrat, and
Richard McCormack, a Republi-
can, are projected to have won
Tuesday’s borough council elec-
tion. Wednesday morning calcu-
lations had Mr. McCormack lead-
ing Democrat Russ Graham by
only nine votes. Provisional bal-
lots were still being calculated by
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, with a marginal victory
possible for either candidate.

The number of estimated pro-
visional ballots could be any-
where from 14 to 20 ballots,
officials said.

Ms. Todisco received a total of
709 votes followed by Mr.
McCormack with 679 votes and
Mr. Graham’s 670 tallies. Repub-
lican Michael Collings received
653 votes. Democrats currently
hold a 4-2 majority on the coun-
cil. Councilman Lou Petruzzelli, a
Democrat, did not seek reelec-
tion.

Also on Tuesday, Albert Del
Conte was elected as a new mem-
ber to the Garwood Board of
Education. Mr. Del Conte was
elected alongside current board
members Linda Koenig and Chris-
tine Guerriero, who won reelec-
tion on Tuesday night. Mr. Del
Conte, Ms. Koenig and Ms.

Guerriero won by popular vote in
a six-candidate race for three
open board seats. All three indi-
viduals will serve a three-year
term starting in January 2018.

Board member Mary Ann
Kjetsaa was elected after run-
ning unopposed for a one-year
term. Ms. Kjetsaa received the
most votes of any board of edu-
cation candidate with an esti-
mated 424 tallies.

Mr. Del Conte received the high-
est vote total with 404 votes, or
20 percent of the total vote. Ms.
Guerriero received 387, or 19.6
percent of the total vote, with
Ms. Koenig garnering the third
highest votes with 380 tallies, or
19.2 percent. Joseph Miceli, with
322 votes, or 16.3 percent; Kim-
berly Ficarra, with 14.8 percent,
or 292 votes, and Arlene
Yanogacio, with 184 votes, or 9
percent, were the other candi-
dates on the ballot.

Democrats Expand Control
Of Cranford Committee

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democrats ex-
panded their control of the town-
ship committee on Tuesday, win-
ning both seats that were up for
grabs, including one held by a
Republican.

Deputy Mayor Patrick Giblin was
re-elected with 4,436 votes while
running mate Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve, in his first run for
office, received 3,990 votes. Re-
publican Andis Kalnins received
3,618 votes in his bid for another
term while running mate Richard
Buontempo garnered 3,615, ac-
cording to unofficial tallies.

The Democrats’ twin victories
means the 2018 township com-
mittee will be made up of four
Democrats and one Republican.

At a subdued election night
event at the Garlic Rose restau-
rant, township Republican Party
Chairman Bob Donovan told the
crowd of about 35 people that
“the people of Cranford have spo-

ken,” adding, with a shrug,
“That’s baseball, I guess.” He
said “the town is changing, the
demographics are changing.” And
he expressed some disbelief that
voters want to see an all-Demo-
cratic county freeholder board
and four Democrats on the town-
ship committee.

At the Democrats’ election night
celebration at Kilkenny House,
Mr. Giblin told The Westfield
Leader that he was “humbled” by
the election results and said he
looked forward to working with
“all members of the township com-
mittee to serve the residents.”

Cranford Board of Education
members Lisa Carbone, Kurt
Petschow, Jr. and Kristen Mallon
were re-elected on Tuesday, re-
ceiving 3,634, 2,995 and 2,737
votes, respectively. Challenger
Rita Della Valle trailed with 2,491
votes. Board member Daniel
Demarco, who ran unopposed
for a one-year term, received
3,204 votes.

Cranford Program to Look
At Pivotal WW II Battles

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
sponsor a lecture/slide presen-
tation entitled “World War II Turn-
ing Points: Critical Battles That
Enabled the Allies to Go on the
Offense” on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 15, at 7:30 p.m.

The program will be presented
by Paul E. Zigo and will take
place at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center, located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue. Mr. Zigo is a profes-
sor of history, author, military
historian and the founder and
director of the World War II Era
Studies Institute. The Institute is
dedicated to furthering knowl-
edge about and understanding
of the World War II era and its
impact on history.

Mr. Zigo is a graduate of Temple
University and the United States
Army War College. He authored
and edited “Witnessing History:

The Eisenhower Photographs”
(2009), which featured all the
photos of General Dwight D.
Eisenhower taken by his per-
sonal wartime photographer, Al
Meserlin.

From 2001 to 2004, Mr. Zigo
was the executive producer and
narrator of the cable network
series “Triumphant Spirit:
America’s World War II Genera-
tion Speaks.” His book, “The
Longest Walk: The Amazing Story
of the 29th Infantry Division on
D-Day, 6 June 1944,” was pub-
lished in 2014.

Mr. Zigo additionally is the co-
author of “When Men Have to Die
(2017), an account of the fall of
the Philippine Islands to the Japa-
nese in 1942. He is a 30-year
veteran of the United States Army
and retired as a colonel.

Admission to the program is
free and all are welcome.

Hartz Seeks Delay in Plan
To Build Apt. Complex
By SARAH McGRAIL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Plans for a huge
apartment development in
Cranford have been put on hold
again, this time indefinitely. Hartz
Mountain Industries, which has
made an application for a site at
750 Walnut Avenue to be re-
zoned and for the company to be
allowed to build 905 apartments
on that site, has requested that a
hearing on its application be post-
poned.

The company was originally due
to present its application to the
township committee in June but
deferred until July and then again

until September and October.
Now Hartz has requested the
application be postponed again
but has given no date for a future
presentation.

Cranford Township Attorney
Ryan J. Cooper said this was a
request from Hartz to prolong a
previous adjournment “until fur-
ther notice.”

The site at 750 Walnut Avenue,
formerly home to Bank of America
offices, is bigger than all of down-
town Cranford, and the company
plans to build apartments for
thousands of people in the space
across from Clark Commons next
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Todisco, McCormack Are
Garwood Projected Winners

Tricky Tray/Brunch
To Benefit Animals

GARWOOD — Best Friend Dog
and Animal Adoption, Inc. will
hold its 20th annual Tricky Tray
Brunch/Luncheon this Sunday,
November 12, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. It will take place at The
Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue, Garwood.

Admission is $45 and includes
a meal and first-tier tickets,
door prizes and goody bag.
The cost for children under age
12 is $20. Proceeds will benefit
Best Friend, a local animal res-
cue group, by supporting its
efforts to save as many ani-
mals as possible from local
pounds.

For information and tickets,
call (862) 220-9658.


