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Emergency Generator
Considered for Police Acad.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder board reviewed a number
of resolutions involving contracts for
facilities and road or bridge improve-
ment projects at its agenda setting meet-
ing last Thursday.

The board will vote at its regular
meeting tonight to award a $1.4-mil-
lion contract to Colonnelli Brothers,
Inc., of Hackensack, for replacement of
the East Hazelwood Avenue minor
bridge in Rahway. The board also will
vote on a $589,265 contract to Tony &
Son, Inc., of Colonia, for the super-
structure replacement of the Hussa
Street Bridge in Linden. The Linden
project is funded through the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation’s
2015 Local Bridge Future Needs Pro-
gram.

Also considered was a $12,965 in-
crease in the contract to LCA Engineer-
ing, LLC, of Union, for additional engi-
neering services for the installation of
an emergency generator at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains. The new contract is for $91,085.
Joseph Graziano, director of the De-
partment of Engineering, Public Works
and Facilities Management, said the
same company installed a generator a
few years ago at the engineering depart-
ment in Scotch Plains. He said the
Police Academy and the engineering
generator projects were “tied into one”
contract.

He said some additional changes were
needed for the engineering building
project as well as where the generator
was to be situated due to underground
conditions found during digging. There
also is an emergency generator at the
public safety complex in Westfield. Mr.
Graziano said the three locations can
now be used as emergency operation
centers during storms.

The board also inquired about a lease
agreement the county is about to enter
into with the Elizabeth branch of Gate-
way Family YMCA for rent space for
Intoxicated Driver Resource Center
education classes in 2018. The rent will
be $520 per day for a minimum of 52
days in an amount not to exceed
$27,040. The one-year contract begins
January 1, 2018. The space is at 1564
Irving Street in Rahway. Acting Direc-
tor of Human Services, Karen
Dinsmore, said the county is required
to offer 26 sessions for the program.
She said there will be no cost to the
county.

The board is set to concur with Cran-
ford to close Springfield Avenue be-
tween North Avenue and North Union
Avenue on Sunday, October 15, for the
125th anniversary event for the Cran-
ford Fire Department. The event runs
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Please see
editorial on page 4.)

Another resolution will proclaim
Saturday, October 21, as Red Ribbon
Day throughout Union County.

“Red Ribbon is celebrated locally
and nationally to increase awareness
and support for substance abuse pre-
vention, treatment and recovery,” ac-
cording to Prevention Links, a non-
profit organization based in Roselle.

At the start of the meeting, Daphne
Lee of Rahway was honored as the first
woman from New Jersey to win the
Miss Black USA title.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
THE GOP TEAM...Westfield Republican candidates for mayor and town council
met with editor Paul Peyton and reporter Christina M. Hinke (behind the camera)
last Friday. Pictured, from left to right, are: James Corcoran, candidate for
Second Ward councilman; First Ward Councilman Sam Della Fera, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Fourth Ward Councilman Keith Loughlin, Third Ward Councilman
David Oliveira and Mr. Peyton. See story on page 2.
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Mountainside Forum
When asked what was the most

pressing issue facing the borough,
Councilwoman Andre answered keep-
ing taxes down, noting that New Jer-
sey residents are already the most
heavily taxed in the country. Mr.
Gomez contended that overdevelop-
ment risks changing the character of
the community. In response, Council-
man Turner noted that the new hous-
ing developments were not something
Mountainside asked for, but instead
were a state-ordered mandate linked
to a Democratically-controlled State
Legislature that has refused to modify
the Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) requirements and noted that
under the current borough adminis-
tration, the council succeeded in ob-
taining the lowest density per acre of
affordable housing in the state.

When asked how they would re-
duce taxes, Mr. Turner noted that
over the last several years tax in-
creases in Mountainside have been
kept in the 2-percent range and re-
minded the audience that the bulk of
their tax bill goes to the county and
school budgets. Ms. Cook noted that
more businesses are needed in town
and on Route 22. Councilwoman
Andre reminded the audience that
she had been instrumental in obtain-
ing more than $2.9 million in grants
for community groups.

Mr. Gomez advocated in favor of
shared services such as the use of a
regional dispatch service for first re-
sponders. Mr. Turner responded that
Mountainside left the regional dis-
patch program after it had issues with

the response times. Both Ms. Andre
and Mr. Turner advocated in favor of
continuing the outsourcing of the
snow-removal process, explaining
that the five members of the Depart-
ment of Public Works could not man-
age the volume and it would not be
cost effective for the borough to hire
seasonal workers and purchase and
maintain snow-removal equipment.
Mr. Gomez and Ms. Cook supported
investigating the installation of side-
walks and streetlights on certain roads
while Mr. Turner and Ms. Andre noted
that the cost of installing sidewalks
would exceed $5 million, saying the
maintenance of the sidewalks are le-
gally a homeowner’s responsibility,
and reminded the public that two of
the busiest roads in the community,
New Providence Road and Central
Avenue, are county-owned roads.

In response to questions about posi-
tive and negative ordinances and regu-
lations, Mr. Gomez specified the
changes regarding tree ownership,
Ms. Andre spoke of the positive
changes made to the animal control
contract, while Mr. Turner pointed to
the recently reduced building permit
fees and the reductions in the floor
area ratio regulations to insure that
homes are suitable for their lot size.

Mr. Gomez and Ms. Cook con-
ceded they have not attended many
borough council meetings but re-
minded residents for the first time in
many years they will have a choice on
Election Day. Ms. Andre, meanwhile,
cautioned against “change for the sake
of change.”

Committee Passes Ord.
Regarding Puppy Mills
By LAUREN A. SILVA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Tuesday night’s
township committee workshop and
town council meetings featured the
town’s fire department recognition
awards and heated debate about a town
ordinance which would ban the sale of
puppies and kittens sold by pet stores
that buy them from “puppy mills.” The
ordinance restricts “the retail sale of
puppies and kitten to only those that are
sourced from shelter or rescue organi-
zations.” The ordinance does not apply
to “hobby breeders.”

During the workshop meeting, the
architect for the town pool spoke to the
committee about additional expenses
and changes to the original construc-
tion plans. No time was lost on the
project because of the changes, he said.
Significant changes noted were the re-
moval of insulation, HVAC drops, re-
wiring and several large cracks in the
floor. The town architect said, “The
floor was in rough shape.” The comple-
tion date is slated for early November
of this year.

Mayor Thomas H. Hannen, Jr. by-
passed some items on the agenda, in-
cluding an engineering update and an
office space redesign discussion. The
workshop meeting then moved into a
closed session to discuss various legal,
contractual and personnel matters be-
fore moving into the council chambers
for the regular town committee meet-
ing.

The meeting began with a moment of
silence for the victims in Las Vegas
“and for all victims of gun violence,”
Deputy Mayor Patrick F. Giblin said.

Cranford Fire Chief Daniel Czeh
awarded several town firefighters and
EMTs with recognition awards for their
heroic acts in the past year. Specifically,
he referenced May 3, 2017 in which his
men and local EMTs rescued a town
resident from her home near Hillside
Avenue School. Chief Czeh said this
month’s fire prevention theme is Every
Second Counts: Plan Two Ways Out!
Kindergarten students in local schools
will receive fun bags and glow in the
dark fire hats. Mayor Hannen thanked
all the firefighters and EMTs at the
award’s conclusion by stating, “Con-
tinue to have safe arrivals on all your
calls.”

The ordinance involving dogs and
other animals that was on the agenda
caused a heated debate. The committee
passed the ordinance on second read-
ing, with two abstained votes from

Deputy Mayor Giblin and Commis-
sioner Ann Dooley. Mr. Hannen and
Commissioner Mary O’Connor voted
yes to the ordinance passing and spoke
to the public after their decision. Sev-
eral members of the public spoke. Some
of whom were store owners; others
were humane society volunteers, or
local residents. Many presented data
and statistics to the town committee and
public.

Regarding the ordinance, Mayor
Hannen stated, “I have some concerns.
This was not a clear and balanced pic-
ture when first presented to us.” Mayor
Hannen also addressed the local and
non-local members of the public from
the Humane Society that serve as vol-
unteers for the organization. “You need
to get your act together so more fami-
lies can adopt dogs,” he said.

Commissioner O’Connor said she
grew up with dogs from licensed breed-
ers and that she did much research
about this topic before Tuesday night’s
meeting. Ms. O’ Connor also stated,
“There is a pet supply store in town.
There is not a store that sells puppies
and kittens.”

Commissioner Dooley abstained say-
ing, “I do not know who to believe
here.”

Local residents also expressed con-
cerns about the proposed Hartz Moun-
tain development specifically that the
town’s public roads were already over-
flowing.

An ordinance about unclaimed bi-
cycles in town up for public auction
passed with all council members voting
yes. Several ordinances on the agenda
were tabled for future discussion.

The township committee meeting
concluded with several announcements
from the council members. Commis-
sioner O’Connor thanked the Cranford
Fire Department and the EMTs for all
that they do for the town. Commis-
sioner Dooley mentioned some local
streets that will be repaved in the spring:
“Pine and Riverside need more exten-
sive engineering than we thought.”

Deputy Mayor Giblin spoke about
the town’s new web site,
www.cranfordnj.org, the Cranford Jay-
cees successful October Fest (they
raised $30,000 for the first aid squad in
town) and the relief drive for the hurri-
cane victims in Puerto Rico. Mr. Giblin
also mentioned the fire department’s
celebration on Sunday, various town
Halloween festivities, a new Porch Fest
event, the town street fair and the up-
coming Scarecrow Stroll.

change or start all over again. That’s
exactly what fair housing told me,”
said Ms. Cuccaro in commentary to
The Westfield Leader after the meet-
ing.

Resident Bruce Paterson said com-
plications will arise regarding the park-
ing situation after the South Avenue
redevelopment is erected. Mr. Pater-
son said Russo Development men-
tioned that finding every single car a
parking spot is not the developer’s
responsibility.

“We have to do something at this
moment before it’s too late. The way
he (Russo Development) is acting is as
if he is in control,” said Mr. Paterson.

Mr. Paterson stated that the borough
may want to consider eminent domain
for the public good. He advised the
council to keep on top of negotiations
for the borough’s best interests or
“maintaining control” as a borough
and council.

“Eighteen municipal spots have been
set aside at this point for parking. The
parking situation is under negotiation
as well,” said Councilwoman Todisco,
acknowledging a common theme re-
garding site-plan specifics and public
discussion for the time being.

In other business, Councilwoman
Cuccaro, in her laws and licensing
report, discussed a possible ordinance
providing guidelines for addressing
the Garwood Brook rodent problem.

“I know passing this ordinance as
well as spraying the required amount
of times per year will alleviate our
neighbors’ concerns so we don’t have
people all over town worrying about
rodents in their backyard,” said Ms.
Cuccaro.

Ms. Todisco stated the ordinance
would place responsibility on
homeowners and business owners to
address rodent infestation. Fanwood
has adopted an identical ordinance
establishing guidelines and punish-
ments for those noncompliant with
public health standards, she noted.

“The enforcement would be subject-
ing individuals to health and sanitations
violations. So a possible fine up to
$1,000 or community service for no
more than 90 days,” said Mr. Renaud.

Resident Al Delconte said the rat
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South Avenue
problem is caused by the local health
board trying to make it a resident or
property owner problem. He said it is
the borough’s problem and the bor-
ough needs to get back to baiting and
spraying.

“Thank you, Mr. Sarno, for bringing
up Russo. The person doing the nego-
tiations should be fired. This guy you
got doesn’t care what’s going on,” said
Mr. Delconte.

Resident and former councilman Jim
Mathieu used the public commentary
time allotment to question Ms. Todisco
on what the bedroom mix would be at
the redevelopment.

“Mayor Lombardo never got back
to me on why you were forced to
resign during contract negotiations,”
said Mr. Mathieu to Ms. Todisco.

Mr. Mathieu was referring to the
Garwood Department of Public Works
teamster contract negotiations. The
negotiations took place in March 2016.

“I did not resign. I simply asked the
mayor to replace my position on the
committee. It was budget time and
negotiations. I was recently in a
master’s degree program. Mayor
[Lombardo] accepted my request,”
said Ms. Todisco.

“I said this four times tonight. The
matter is under negotiation. We should
not discuss specifics tonight. I would
like to discuss 100 percent of every-
thing; might not make sense to do so
legally,” said Ms. Todisco, addressing
Mr. Mathieu’s questions regarding the
redevelopment’s bedroom layout.

Councilwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock, Garwood senior citizen
liaison, provided updates on borough
senior citizen activities. On Sunday,
October 29, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., a
senior brunch will be held at the Knights
of Columbus hall. The next meeting
for seniors is on Thursday, October
19. The last meeting was on October 5
and featured a speaker from Brook
Health Care. The meeting topic was
humor and health.

“Laughing is one of the best medi-
cines you can give your body, and it
has been shown to have such a positive
effect on all your systems,” said Ms.
Blumenstock on what borough seniors
were taught by their keynote speaker.

PLAY TO PINK...Westfield PAL Football League Coordinator John Dugan is
pictured with 6th grade Westfield cheerleaders who were raising money during
Play for Pink on Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, are:  Nicole Quevedo, Chloe
Walpole, Claire Morano, Addie Hoeft, Ava Redman, Mr. Dugan, Adrian Fleming,
and Allie Constantinou. Play to Pink  raises funds for breast cancer research.

apron in front of the firehouse, pav-
ing and a new fence at the firehouse
grounds, as well as façade renova-
tions that face the side of the develop-
ment, Mr. Della Fera said.

After the town passed a snow ordi-
nance last year that requires residents
to park vehicles off street when snow
has reached three inches or deeper,
the town council has reviewed data
by the police department that details
which roads do not have sufficient
off-street parking. In light of the data,
the town council is to implement al-
ternate side of the street parking regu-
lations for snow events for those sec-
tions of the town, Councilman Keith
Loughlin said.

Also, Mr. Loughlin said the police
department will enforce the town or-
dinance that requires property own-
ers to remove snow and ice from all
sidewalks on their property — the
front, side and rear of the property.

A crossing guard is to be stationed
temporarily on Scotch Plains Avenue
and First Avenue as a result of a
request by residents. The town will
then count foot traffic to verify if a
guard is needed permanently there.
The town also had received another
request for a crossing guard at West
Broad Street and Palsted Avenue and
the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee is still reviewing
that request, Mr. Loughlin told The
Leader. Additionally, the town is hir-
ing crossing guards to fill retirements.
Those interested should call the traf-
fic bureau at (908) 789-6068, Mr.
Loughlin announced at the official
town council meeting.

Mr. Loughlin also said the town has
video on its website that explains
how to use the new double meter
heads that were recently installed
downtown.

Realty Appraisal Company of West
New York was selected as the com-
pany to conduct the town revaluation,
at a contract price of $671,000. Neil
Rubenstein, a representative of the
firm, told the council that the firm
will begin outreach to the commu-
nity. Mailers and planned public meet-
ings will inform the community of
what the revaluation will entail, Mr.
Rubenstein told The Leader. The av-

erage time spent inside a single-fam-
ily home for the inspection is about
10 minutes, he told The Leader, to
evaluate the home and any renova-
tions made.

Of the three bidders, Realty Ap-
praisal Company was the only firm
that had experience conducting re-
valuations in Union County, and had
the most experience in New Jersey. It
also was the lowest bidder, Council-
man Della Fera said.

The town council approved by reso-
lution the Westfield Historical
Society’s application for a $150,000
grant from Preserve Union County to
help with funding its initiative to build
a cultural center and central archive
at the Reeve History and Cultural
Resource Center, located at 314
Mountain Avenue.

Public Works Committee Chair-
man David Oliveira said the leaf
pickup program is to begin the week
of Monday, October 23, and that a
brochure was mailed out detailing the
collection dates.

During public comment, a few resi-
dents had come out to speak about the
town’s leadership.

Resident John Rochford of
Knollwood Terrace commended the
town’s expanded conservation center
services, and the council’s decision
to lower the rate for use of the site,
calling it a “sensitivity to the needs of
our citizens.”

Resident Erwin Ramirez remarked
on the town’s surplus. “Thank God
we have the surplus,” he said, in the
event of natural disaster.

Jeff Datillo of Birch Place com-
mended and recognized the police
department and the police officer who
mans the council meetings, which
garnered applause from the audience.

Mr. Datillo then noted a letter by
Democratic candidate for mayor
Sherry Brindle, printed in The Leader,
where she remarks on a list of issues
with the town, such as increased taxes,
parking fines, sidewalks, and more.
“When do property taxes ever go
down?...What town has a $20 park-
ing ticket anymore?….” He went on
to rebuff her points.

He then commended the current
council and mayor.
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