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As sales go up
As sales go up, so do production, salaries and 

the standard of living - and advertising is a 

vital factor. By making your shopping easier, 

by bringing you information on new products, 

new features and new ideas, advertising 

moves merchandise and keeps business 

humming. As a result, our industries work full 

time and the pickup is felt down the line from 

store owner to you, the consumer.
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908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

Advertising makes you the boss. To win your 

favor, competing products must constantly 

be improved; to satisfy your needs, new 

products must always be introduced. And 

most important, as you buy more, production 

costs drop ... and so do prices. Every day in 

many ways, Advertising Benefits You!
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Battle of the Sexes
We’ve Come a Long Way, Baby

3 & ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

Watching Jonathan Dayton and
Valerie Faris’s Battle of the Sexes,
about the events leading up to the
famous gender war/tennis match on
September 20, 1973, between woman’s
champion Billie Jean King and former
great Bobby Riggs, I tried to remem-
ber what I thought at the time. I like to
think I applauded the dispelling of
prejudices and welcomed the renais-
sance it boded for the human race.
Surely I didn’t opt for the he-man
stance, afraid what it might mean to
my manhood if a female bested a male
in something other than childbirth.
Nah, I couldn’t have.

It’s mindboggling. While the more
advanced, higher educated segments
of the world’s populace have more or
less embraced the equality of the sexes
and championed it for the betterment
of their societies, others dogmatically
resist it, as they do with most other
progressive realities. Gosh, what’s the
big deal, a chromosome here or there?
It makes me no great humanitarian to
believe that little Brittany should be
given every educational and support-
ive opportunity in order that she might
one day cure cancer or eradicate world
hunger. I just want to better the odds.

While anthropologists and social
historians might disagree upon the
actual turning point in American chro-
nology when it became obvious that
Women’s Lib would become not just a
hopeful wish, but a manifest impera-
tive, Battle of the Sexes aptly cel-
ebrates the idea. Putting forth a re-
sponsible piece of sociology, it is both
seriously edifying and whimsically
smart in its depiction of a mindset now
as out of date as the elephant
bellbottoms some of the dramatis per-
sonae are seen wearing. While at it, the
film tackles another intolerance that
needs nullifying.

Once referred to as “The love that
dare not speak its name,” a subplot,
every bit as revolutionary as the story’s
sports-related cause célèbre, movingly
etched in a behind-the-scenes discretion
to underscore its taboo nature, delves
into Billie’s Jean’s much later divulged
homosexuality. Seen now, yesteryear’s
culture not only seems curiously an-
tique, but prompts what this sort of his-
torical eye-opener inevitably brings to
mind: Under what other crazy, passé
misconceptions are we still living? In
short, Battle of the Sexes is really a
metaphor for a far greater conflict.

Perhaps it goes back even before the
Sumerians, to Oog and Oop, neigh-
boring cavemen once-upon-a-time di-
vided over progressive Oog’s inven-
tion of the wheel. While Oog main-
tained it was now much easier to haul
home the wooly mammoths they killed,
reactionary Oop feared that no longer

dragging the behemoth through the
jungle would weaken them. Thus it
only figures that marital difficulties
followed when Oop’s wife, Mamie,
discovered how to cultivate some rather
tasty vegetation outside the cave. I
think it was broccoli rabe. So thanks,
Mamie.

In short, it is hard to relinquish tra-
ditional attitudes, even if honest evalu-
ation and hindsight show them as not
only outmoded but detrimental to the
commonweal. It’s called
misoneism…a fear of the future. Truth
is, the old, when it’s no longer effec-
tive, must be compartmentalized. Cher-
ish the memory if you wish. But seeing
as we have only the future before us, it
takes emblematic events like the ten-
nis tussle between firebrand King and
hustler Riggs to alert us, as Mr. Dylan
so astutely noted, that “The times they
are a changin’.”

Playing out these changes at center
court in illustration of the multi-lay-
ered process it takes to continually
distance ourselves from the muck and
mire of our primeval past, Emma Stone
and Steve Carell are superb as Billie
Jean King and Bobby Riggs. Coupled
with the directors’ savvy sense of his-
tory, their example dramatically in-
forms how the progress of our species
depends on the teaching and learning
of reason. We suspect that even wise
guy male chauvinist Bobby Riggs knew
in his heart that anything less than total
gender equality would spell defeat for
humankind.

Nonetheless, in the great American
entrepreneurial tradition of spotting
and filling a need, even if it’s some-
thing as socially obnoxious as pander-
ing to male phobic prejudice, Mr.
Carell’s Riggs epitomizes the inherent
hypocrisy available to our less virtu-
ous profit seekers. But happily, or
there’d be no watershed tale to tell
here, he meets his match in Miss King’s
guardian at the gate of destiny. While
she humbly dismisses her iconicity,
it’s intriguing when she matter-of-factly
corrects a colleague, noting that the
alleged witches of Salem weren’t
burned, but hanged.

Doubtless the positive affirmation of
this educative and amusing film spells
good news for lucky students whose
enlightened, civic-minded teachers will
wisely take time to show it in place of
their day’s lesson. All of which has me
peering back into the blur of yesteryear,
and wondering how I’ll respond when
asked, “Daddy, what did you do during
the Battle of the Sexes?”

***
Battle of the Sexes, rated PG-13, is

a Fox Searchlight Pictures release di-
rected by Valerie Faris and Jonathan
Dayton and stars Emma Stone, Steve
Carell and Andrea Riseborough. Run-
ning time: 121 minutes.

Blue Grass Mass Presented
At WF Presbyterian Church

MUSIC WITH A BLUEGRASS BEAT…Members of the Chancel Choir of the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield (PCW) do vocal warm-ups with Music Director
Paul Sanner at a recent Thursday night rehearsal. They will present, “The World
Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass” on Sunday, October 29 at noon in the church’s
sanctuary at 140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield. The 40-minute musical offering
is free and open to the public.

The Man Who Came to
Dinner at WCP

Musical Club of Westfield
To Host Benefit Concert

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) opens its 2017-
2018 season with the classic comedy,
The Man Who Came to Dinner, by
Moss Hart and George S.Kaufman on
Saturday, October 14 at 8 p.m. It is
being directed by Linda Viel, pro-
duced by Jean Lioy and stage man-
aged by Stephen Mennella. It is being
produced by special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc.

This comedy deals with Sheridan
Whiteside, an opinionated and arro-
gant radio personality. Sheridan
Whiteside injures himself slipping on
ice and becomes an unexpected
houseguest for a prominent area fam-
ily, the Stanleys. Whiteside proceeds
to make brash proclamations and of-
fer his unsolicited advice to the fam-
ily members. Confined to the house
for a month, Whiteside drives his
hosts mad by viciously insulting them,
monopolizing their house and staff,
running up large phone bills, and re-
ceiving many bizarre guests, includ-
ing paroled convicts. However,
Whiteside manages to befriend the
Stanleys' children, June and Richard,
as well as Mr. Stanley's eccentric older
sister Harriet. When a romance be-
gins between Whiteside's assistant,
Maggie Cutler, and a local reporter,
Bert Jefferson, he interferes with that
as well.

In the cast are Steve Lemenille as
Sheridan Whiteside, Mary Elizabeth
Gismonde as Maggie Cutler
(Whiteside's secretary), Debbie Badal
as Lorraine Sheldon (the overstated
Hollywood actress), Peter Curley as
Bert Jefferson (the town's newspaper
editor), Ed Bontempo as Beverly
Carlton (the flamboyant English ac-
tor), Russell Ortiz as Banjo (the co-
medic actor), Jeffrey Milstein as Mr.
Earnest Stanley, Jill Palumbo as Mrs.
Stanley, Mary O'Connor as Nurse
Miss Preen, Melissa Mugica and
Adam Rosengarten as June and Rich-
ard Stanely (the Stanley's daughter
and son), Anne King as Harriet Stanley
(Mr. Stanley's eccentric and mysteri-
ous sister).  Others in the cast are Alan
Foster as Dr. Bradley, Ian Federgreen
as Prof. Metz, Katterine Vasquez as
Mrs. McCutcheon, Susan Roberts as
Mrs. Dexter and Richard Bull as lun-
cheon guest, Jose Rivera as John (the
butler) and Karen DiFabio as Sarah,
the cook.

The Man Who Came to Dinner
runs weekends October 14, 21, 27, 28
at 8 p.m. and Sunday, October 22 at 2
p.m.

Tickets are $22; active military
personnel and students are $10.0 Tick-
ets are available on line at: https://
a p p . a r t s - p e o p l e . c o m /
index.php?ticketing=wcpnj.

Award-Winning Play
‘Night, Mother in Rahway

WESTFIELD – “It’s just what we
need right now,” said Paul Sanner, the
music director at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) about the
upcoming musical presentation, “The
World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass.”
On Sunday, October 29 at noon, the
Chancel Choir will blend their voices
at the historical sanctuary located at
140 Mountain Avenue at East Broad
Street.

“The Mass of old texts coupled
with new multiple-part choral writing
is refreshing. That, combined in new
ways with surprising instrumentation,
will be inspiring for our congregation
and the community at large,” Mr.
Sanner explained.

Professional guest instrumentalists
on banjo, mandolin, string bass, fiddle,
guitar and piano will provide the
unique accompaniment to the piece
that uses the structure a traditional
Mass.

Penned by Carol Barnett, and pre-
miered in 2007, in her own words, she
says its purpose is “to bring the so-
lemnity of the classical-based Mass
together with the down-home sparkle
of bluegrass.” He saw it performed at

the Berkshire Choral Festival in 2011.
“I kind of filed it away but knew that
one day I would like to have a choir
present it,” he said.

The church’s organist/music direc-
tor, who has been with the Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield for almost a
year, thinks of the work as a beautiful
tapestry. “In this 40-minute musical
offering, we know there will be some-
thing to elevate each of us – musi-
cians and audience alike,” Mr. Sanner
said.

The October 29 free concert is open
to the public and will only be a por-
tion of the special day, Reformation
Sunday. Wired4Worship, the church’s
contemporary service held in the
church’s Westminster Hall, will cel-
ebrate its 4th anniversary that day.
After the 10 a.m. service, the entire
church is invited to have light refresh-
ments from 11:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
and then assemble in the Sanctuary to
hear, “The World Beloved: A Blue-
grass Mass.”

For more information about the
upcoming event or the church in gen-
eral, call (908) 233-0301 or go online
to their website at westfieldpc.org.

RAHWAY – Fearless Productions of
Rahway will continue its 2017-2018
season with the Pulitzer Prize-winning
and Tony Award-nominated ‘Night,
Mother by Marsha Norman, directed
by Beatriz Esteban-Messina and per-
formed by Dawn Lanoue and Cynthia
Ross. Performances will take place Fri-
day, October 20 and Saturday, October
21 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. in The Loft at
Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway.

‘Night, Mother is a story about a
mother and daughter and about tak-
ing control of one’s life in the face of
isolation and despair. The play opens
on just another Saturday night in the
home of Jessie and Thelma. Faced
with the perception that her life no
longer has significant meaning, Jessie
has decided to kill herself and makes

her intentions clear to her mother.
Will she or won’t she end her life?
And why? Suspense builds as Thelma
desperately tries to alter her daughter’s
plans.

Director Esteban-Messina explains,
“I love the contradictory structure of
this play. Marsha Norman's ‘matter-of-
fact’ dialogue is both humorous and
horrifying as it shows an ordinary world
contrasted by an extraordinary circum-
stance.”

Tickets for ‘Night, Mother are $15
and can be purchased online at
ucpac.org, over the phone by calling
(732) 499-8226, or by stopping by the
box office in person. The Union County
Performing Arts Center is located in
downtown Rahway at 1601 Irving Street
and is easily accessible to major roads
and public transportation.

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield is planning a special
event for Sunday, November 19 which
will feature the musical heritage of
central Europe. Celebrating its 102
year, The Musical Club is a 501(c) 3
non-profit organization that offers
monthly performances by local and
guest musicians, sponsors the monthly
meetings and the yearly concerts of
the Junior Musical Club, and sup-
ports college music majors with schol-
arships.

The upcoming November concert,
Music From the Heart of Europe, is a
biennial fundraising concert to sup-
port the Musical Club of Westfield
scholarship program. Each year, col-
lege bound students from Union
County have the opportunity to apply
and audition for scholarships to assist
them as they pursue a degree in mu-
sic. In 2017, the club granted over
$14,000 in scholarships. Each schol-
arship is renewable; providing up to
four years of financial support to
young musicians.

This year’s Scholarship Concert
will feature club members and spe-

cial guests, performing instrumental
and vocal music of Chopin,
Tchaikovsky, Mussorgsky and other
noted composers, along with a won-
derful selection of traditional music.
Tickets for the event are $10 and in-
clude a post-concert reception to meet
the artists. A 100 percent of ticket sales
will go to the scholarship fund.

One of the dozen musicians per-
forming will be pianist Sophia
Agranovich. A Steinway Artist and
internationally-acclaimed soloist, re-
cording artist and educator, she has
been described as a bold, daring pia-
nist in the tradition of the Golden Age
Romantics. Ms. Agranovich has per-
formed in USA, Europe, Israel, and
Canada, and has collaborated with
renowned musicians and members of
major orchestras. Among her many
awards are a First Prize winner of the
Ukrainian Young Artists and the
Bergen Philharmonic competitions,
a recipient of a Gold Medal and four
Silver Medals from Global Music
Awards, two Gold Medals from Pres-
tige Music Awards, Best Classical
Solo from Akademia Music Awards,
and an Albert Nelson Marquis Life-
time Achievement Award.  She earned
Bachelor and Master Degrees at
Juilliard and continued Doctoral stud-
ies at Columbia University. Ms.
Agranovich is an esteemed peda-
gogue, listed in ‘Who’s Who in
America’ and ‘Who’s Who in the
World’, NARAS voting member, pro-
gram chair of Music Educators Asso-
ciation of NJ, and is the director of
Classical Music Series at the
Watchung Arts Center.

Cranford High School
Opening Gala Concert

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School (CHS) Performing Arts De-
partment will present its annual Open-
ing Gala Concert on Thursday, Octo-
ber 12 at 7:30 p.m. The concert has
become a back-to-school tradition in
Cranford and provides parents and
the community a first look at the
performing groups for the coming
year.

The concert features first perfor-
mances from the Cranford High
School Concert Choir, Madrigal
Choir, and newly formed co-ed a
cappella ensemble, as well as the CHS
Performing Arts Academy Dancers
and Actors, the CHS Jazz Band and
Cougar Marching Band.  The
Cranford High School spring musical
production will also be announced.

“Over the years, parents and com-
munity members have said this is one
of their favorite concerts of the year,
because they get a little taste of every-
thing we do,” said Anthony
Rafaniello, the new supervisor of fine
and performing arts for Cranford Pub-
lic Schools.  The concert is free and
open to the public.

Westfield Historical
Society’s  AppleFest

Planned This Weekend
WESTFIELD – The public is in-

vited by the Westfield Historical
Society AppleFest committee to the
9th annual AppleFest, on Saturday,
October 14 from noon to 4 p.m. on
the grounds of the Reeve History
and Cultural Resource Center lo-
cated at 314 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

AppleFest is a history-themed
event, meant to entertain, educate
and bring together young and old
alike, in a fall afternoon spent out-
doors. The AppleFest 2017 theme
centers around the 1930’s and
1940’s, years marked by world con-
flict but also years of innovation,
recovery and forward thinking.

Live music, dancing and movie
clips will explore the 30’s-40’s cul-
ture and art scene, while short talks
by local experts will focus on
Orwell’s 1984, which was published
in 1949, “Issues relating to WWII,”
“The Enigma Machine” and “His-
tory of the “College Woman’s Club.”
Trivia, old fashion games and art
contest for children, vintage
children’s book exhibit and history
displays that include a restored
WWII jeep are sure to draw lots of
attention.


