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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Blue Devil Wrestlers Tumble

Newark East Side, 45-24
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School varsity
wrestling team overcame an early 12-6
Newark East Side lead and exploded to a
45-24 victory in Westfield on December
19. Devil Wrestling Head Coach Don
MacDonald put several of his young
wrestlers to the test and came up with
some pleasing results.

Blue Devil freshman 103-pounder
Ricky Roig shot for a double-leg takedown,
but his opponent Jay Torales freed his
legs and spun behind Roig for two points.
Roig escaped, shot for another takedown
only to have Torales spin behind for
another two points. The sequence contin-
ued; and by the end of the first period,
Morales held a 6-2 lead.

Roig gained a two-point reversal and a
one-point penalty while Morales added a
reversal at the end of the second period.
Morales added three more points in the
third period while Roig added two and the
victory went to Morales 11-7.

Sophomore Dan Sawicki lost a close 7-
6 decision at 112. Sawicki scored three
escapes, a takedown and a penalty point
while his opponent scored on a penalty
point, a reversal and two takedowns, the
last takedown coming with :17 left of the
match to pull out the win.

Newark East Side held an early 6-0
team lead going into the 119 class. Blue
Devil newcomer Jim Villini, wrestling in
his first match, stunned his opponent
and pleased his coaches as he tore into
Jose Neguero and crunched him with a
cradle in 1:37.

With the team score tied 6-6, East Side
regained the lead, 12-6, with a fall at the
125-pound class.

Senior Dan Todd brought the Blue
Devils four points closer by thumping his
opponent, 10-0, in the 130-pound class.
Todd scored on a takedown, a two-point
near fall, a reversal, a three-point near fall
and a penalty point.

Senior Jeff Kivetz put the Blue Devils
ahead 16-12 when he won by disqualifi-
cation over his opponent in 3:50 at the
135-pound class. Kivetz was leading 4-
0 at the time of the unorthodox and
�biting� wrestling technique displayed
by his opponent.

Senior Nick Friedman at 140, ripped
into his opponent with a single-leg
takedown and immediately turned him on
his back with a half-nelson to take a 5-0
lead. After his opponent wiggled off his
back, Friedman turned him to his back

again, this time, for the pin with only 1:22
off the clock. The Blue Devils took a 22-
12 lead.

East Side won by decision at 145, then
junior Onur Tezucar set foot on the mat
at 152. Tezucar scored an a takedown and
a series of dazzling single grapevine ma-
neuvers to win by technical fall over his
confused opponent. The Blue Devils took
a 27-15 lead.

At 160, sophomore Mike Kivetz won
a rock-and-roll match by pinning his op-
ponent in 3:27.

Senior Mike Baly, wrestling at 171,
made easy work of his outmatched oppo-
nent by pinning him in :40. The Blue Devils
jumped to a comfortable 38-15 lead.

The Blue Devils added six more
team points when Rich Hatfield won
by forfeit at 189, then sophomore
Brian Williams stepped on the mats
and lost a hard-fought, 9-3, match at
215. Williams initiated the takedown
attempts; however, his opponent
spun behind him on four occasions to
score eight of his points.

East Side finalized the team score,
45-24, by winning the heavyweight class
on a fall.

After the match, MacDonald com-
mented on Villini. �He is a first-year
wrestler and has been out for only two
weeks, but he has some good instincts.�

TERMINOLOGY:
d.-Won by decision-3 team points
p.-Won by pin-6 team points
md.-Major decision-4 team points
tf.-Technical fall-5 team points

WEIGHT BREAKDOWN:
103: � Jay Torales (E) d. Ricky Roig,

11-7
112: � J. Pinto (E) d. Dan Sawicki, 7-6
119: � Jim Villini (W) p. Jose Neguero,

1:37
125: � Pedro Santos (E) p. Sean Joffe,

3:37
130: � Dan Todd (W) md. Emilio

Santo, 10-0
135: � Jeff Kivetz (W) won by dis-

qualification over L. Slocam, 3:50
140: � Nick Friedman (W) p. F. Nicho-

las, 1:22
145: � F. Barareira (E) d. Tom

Hanscom, 7-3
152: � Onur Tezucar (W) tf. Over D.

Lama, 15-0
160: � Mike Kivetz (W) p. Hector

Torrez, 3:27
171: � Mike Baly (W) p. E. Bal-

Mortague, :40
189: � Rich Hatfield (W) won by

forfeit
215: � Carlos Negron (E) Brian Wil-

liams, 9-3
Hwt: � F. Filian (E) p. Nick Clark,

1:37

WAGNER BREAKS RAIDER BUTTERFLY RECORD

Raiders Make it 2 in a Row;
Submerge Devil Swimmers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Coed swimming team got into
the flow of things by submerging the
Westfield High School boys� team for
the second year in a row, winning 97-
73 on December 11 at the Westfield
�YMCA.�

The Raiders grabbed the helm im-
mediately and seized first and third
place in the 200-yard medley relay.
Steve Berkowitz, David Russ, Jeff
Wagner and Charlie Rowe had a com-
bined 1:45.18 first-place finish and
Sarah Milligan, Chris Swenson, Dan
Morris and Chris Wettleson turned in
a third-place time of 1:53.38. Coleman
Lechner, Eric Haldeman, Seth
Burnstein and Kevin McClusky of
the Blue Devils placed second in the
medley at 1:47.66.

Wagner, a junior, set a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School record in the
100-yard butterfly, shattering the pre-
vious record by more than a second,
cruising to a second-place time of
:54.35. The previous record of :55.5
was established in 1991 by Brian
Sheetz. Blue Devil Burnstein edged
Wagner for first place.

Senior Ian Doebber, one of the
Raider captains, aced the 200-yard
individual medley with a time of 1:50.40.

Blue Devils Jay Pollack at 1:52.62 and
Eric Larson at 1:54.76 came in second
and third, respectively, in the event.

Raider junior Dave Russ won the
50-yard freestyle with a time of :22.59
and the 100-yard breaststroke with a
time of l:04.75. Sophomores Charlie
Rowe and Steve Berkowitz collected
victories in the 100-yard freestyle,
timed at :51.68, and the 100-yard back-
stroke, timed at :59.91, respectively.

The Raiders dammed up the Blue
Devils� hopes by propelling to a 3:35.9
finish in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
Rowe, Doebber, Wagner and Russ left
Larson, Lechner, Steve Kautzman and
Pollack in their wake, winning by nearly
12 seconds. Missy Canniff, Neil
Stender, Chris Karelus and Dana
Berkowitz placed third in the event
with a time of 3:54.28.

Bernstein of the Blue Devils zoomed
to another first place by turning in a
time of 2:08.31 in the 200-yard indi-
vidual medley. Pollack took first in the
endurance-testing 500-yard freestyle
with a time of 5:15.9.

Haldeman, Pollack, Larson and
Burnstein seized first in the 200-yard
freestyle relay with a time of 1:39.39.
Stender, Berkowitz, Wettleson and
Wagner finished in 1:42.16 to place
second. Evan Flath, Joe Franzone,
Dave Frank and Jon Winkler scooped

third place at 1:45.41.

DECEMBER 11:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 97, Westfield 73.

200 medley relay - 1. (SPF)
(Berkowitz, Russ, Wagner, Rowe)
1:45.18, 2. (W) (Lechner, Haldeman,
Burstein, McClusky) 1:47.66, 3. (SPF)
(Milligan, Swenson, Morris, Wettleson)
1:53.38.

200 free - Doebber (SPF) 1:50.4, 2.
Pollack (W) 1:52.62, 3. Eric Larson (W)
1:54.76.

200 IM - 1. Burstein (W) 2:08.31, 2.
Karelus (SPF) 2:10.57, 3. Steve Berkowitz
(SPF) 2:12.26.

50 free - 1. Russ (SPF) :22.59, 2. Rowe
(SPF) :23:06, 3. Lechner (W) :23.77.

100 fly - 1. Burstein (W) :55.27, 2.
*Wagner (SPF) :54.35, 3. Dana Espinoza
(SPF)1:00.71

100 free - 1. Rowe (SPF) :51.68, 2.
Haldeman (W) :52.51, 3. Larson :54.32.

500 free - 1. Pollack (W) 5:15.9, 2.
Doebber (SPF) 5:27.75, 3. R. Myers (W)
5:39.11.

200 free relay - 1. (W) (Haldeman,
Pollack, Larson, Burstein) 1:39.39, 2.
(SPF) (Stender, Berkowitz, Wettleson,
Wagner) 1:42.16, 3. (SPF) (Frank, Flath,
Winkler,Franzone)

100 back - 1. Berkowitz (SPF) :59.91,
2. Lechner (W) 1:00.96, 3. Karelus (SPF)
1:01.71.

100 breast - 1. Russ (SPF) 1:04.75, 2.
Myers (W) 1:09.1, 3. Swenson (SPF)
1:09.75.

400 free relay - 1. (SPF) (Rowe,
Doebber, Wagner, Russ) 3:35.9, 2. (W)
(Larson, Lechner, Kautzman, Pollack)
3:47.87, 3. (SPF) (Canniff, Stender,
Berkowitz, Karelus) 3:54.28.

*(SPF) High School Record.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING A HALF NELSON�Blue Devil Tom Hanscom, top, tries to roll
his opponent over on his back during the second period of the 145-pound bout.
Hanscom was out-pointed, 7-3, but the Westfield High School wrestlers defeated
Newark East Side, 45-24, in Westfield on December 19.

Westfield High School senior Rasheed
Hawks was recently selected to The
Courier News� 1997 All-Area Defen-
sive Football Team. Hawks was named
for his outstanding achievements as a
defensive back.

Hawks led the Blue Devils with 91
tackles, and snagged three key intercep-
tions. In addition, Hawks� blazing speed
enabled him to chase down his opponents
and prevent them from scoring.

Three more Blue Devils were also

Westfield High School junior Gordon
Kaslusky has been selected to The Star-
Ledger�s  1997 First Team All-State
Boys� Cross Country Team.

Kaslusky opened the eyes of his
opponents when he penetrated the
sub-16:00 barrier in the Union County
Tournament,  winning in 15:59.
Kaslusky came in first at the North

named to the All-Union/Middlesex list
for their defensive contributions. Se-
niors Greg Gorski and Jason Osborne
as defensive backs  and Brendan Hickey
as a lineman complemented the Blue
Devils� stingy defense.

Junior Joe Franzone of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and jun-
ior Gabe Perez of the Blue Devils
were named as Honorable Mentions
at the linebacker and linemen�s posi-
tion, respectively.

Hawks Selected to All-Area
Defensive Football Team

Jersey Section 2, Group 4 Champion-
ships with a time of 16:50. In addition,
Kaslusky placed third in the Group 4
Championships with a time of 16:33 8
and ninth at the Meet of Champions
with a time of 16:36.2.

Senior James Canterbury of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School was named
to the third team Group 3 All-State list.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

GETTING FREE�Blue Devil fresh-
man Ricky Roig uses a stand-up ma-
neuver to escape his opponent in the
103-pound class.

Blue Devil Kaslusky Selected
All-State X-Country 1st Team

St. Joe�s Rallies to Slip
Past Blue Devils, 4-3

By STEVE DENNIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Blue Devils put up a good fight
against St. Joe�s on December 16, but
were left with a 4-3 defeat in the end. It
was a rough ride the whole way, with St.
Joe�s getting off to a good start early on.

A few minutes into the first period
Eric Shoenberg of the Blue Devils was in
the penalty box, leaving the defense to
contend with a vigorous St. Joe�s as-
sault. Westfield goalie Brian Garrison
made four close saves, while Brad
Schwarts and Brian Gates led valiant
offensive charges.

Three minutes into the second period
Ronnie Kashlak put the Blue Devils on

the boards, only to have St. Joe�s match the
goal a few minutes later. The defense con-
tinued to play tough, as Kashlak managed
a second goal with just 1:00 remaining in
the period.

Commenting on the team�s performance,
super fan Genghis Niver said, �The team
is excellent. They�re really stepping up.�

After the break, Tri-Captain Brendan
Hickey led the team into a steadfast defen-
sive strategy, allowing Brandon Kape to
score one more goal for the Devils. Fatigue
began to set in, however, and in the waning
seconds St. Joe�s scored twice, bringing the
game to a frustrating close.
Westfield 0    2 1 3
St. Joe’s 1    1 2 4

SCORING THREAT�Blue Devil Josh Falcone, No. 3, scored two goals against
Cranford High School in the George Cron Tournament on December 17, as
Westfield won, 13-6, to place third. The Blue Devils lost a close 4-3 decision to
St. Joe�s on December 16.

Westfield High School senior Vicky
Nusse and Union Catholic High School
senior Laura Iden have been selected to
The Star-Ledger 1997 First Team All-
State Girls Soccer List. In addition, two
more Vikings, two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls and one
more Blue Devil made their respective
All-Group lists.

Nusse won acclaim for her nearly
impeccable technical skills as a goalie.
Nusse recorded 12 shutouts this year
and allowed only 10 goals. Nusse has
been considered as a serious Division 1
prospect.

Iden, a forward, nailed 35 goals this year
in every conceivable manner and set up 17

Nusse, Iden Make 1st Team
All-State in Girls� Soccer

assists. Iden had the ability to pivot around
defenders and outrun them to the goal.
Then she would lightly tap the ball into the
net or drill a shot to the left over the
keeper�s outstretched arms. Iden also was
notorious for looping shots into the net
from 30-35-yards out.

Viking freshman Jessica Ballweg was
selected to the first team All-Group 2 list
and teammate Lisette Brandao was named
to the third team list.

Senior Becky Hamilton of the Blue
Devils was named to the second team All-
Group 4 list and junior Raider Christine
Bowers along with senior teammate
Courtney Metzger were named to the
third team All-Group 3.

TAKING THIRD PLACE: The Blue Devil varsity skaters won a third-place
trophy in the 15th George Cron Tournament on December 17 at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle, in an exciting, 13-6, rout of Cranford. The Westfield winners,
top row, left to right, are: Mike Byrd, Bryan Gates, Kevin Anton, Brian Garrison,
Brandon Kape, Ronnie Kashlak, Danny Marer, Steve Wlazlo and Chad Puschel;
bottom row, Ian Wolkoff, Christian Fagin, Derek Lartaud, Erik Schoenberg and
Erik Kolb. Missing are Brendan Hickey, Brad Schwarz and Josh Falcone.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls varsity tennis team fin-
ished their 1997 season with some
impressive individual records. The
Raider girls� combined efforts led the
squad to a 15-4 record, a third-place
finish in the Union County Tourna-
ment and qualified them for the State
Sectional Tournament.

Sophomore Carolyn Pilkington com-
pleted an outstanding 18-4-2 record at
first singles. Junior Diegi Notoane came
through tremendously at second singles
with a 17-4 record and junior Danielle
Kapner was tough at third singles with a
14-5 record.

Senior Co-Captain Gita Shoor
teamed up with sophomore Cara
Bristol to pull out a 12-5 record at first
doubles. Senior Co-Captain Allison
Zatorski and junior Jan Weiner burned
the tennis courts at second doubles
with a 13-5 record.

With only two starting players gradu-
ating this school year, the Raider will have
an experienced and competitive group
returning in 1998.

Raiders Reveal Impressive
Individual Tennis Records

The Westfield High School bowling
team had an encouraging opening to its
season by setting records in the Warren
Wheeler Memorial Tournament held in
Madison on December 20.

The Blue Devils defeated Brick Town-
ship by a 5,815 to 5,807 score, as they
bowled a team record 1,099 in the last
game of the six-game tournament to over-
come a 183-pin deficit.

Senior Co-Captain Scott Bridgeman
and junior stalwart Evan Baum both
bowled games of 244 to lead the charge.
Junior Tim Caprario and sophomore
Daniel Rock also chipped in for the record-
setting performance with scores of 226
and 204, respectively. Junior Brett
Rosenblatt bowled a 181 to round out the
record-setting game for the Blue Devils.

Rosenblatt�s 181 was his low game in
the six-game set, as he had outstanding
games of 235 and 203 to assist in setting
the record high team series of 5,815. The
1,099 game was the highest game bowled
by any team in the tournament. Round-
ing out the Blue Devils� squad was
senior Co-Captain Tracy Masino and
junior Jeff Diamond.

Blue Devil Bowlers Set
Records in Tourney

Bridgeman�s total of 1,233 gave him an
average of 205.5 for the day. Rosenblatt�s
1,198 and Baum�s 1,153 gave them a 199
and 192 average, respectively.

Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone
stated, �The victory showed that the
will to succeed can have a great effect on
the outcome. Although I was happy
with the record and our outstanding
performances. Tirone added, �We will
need to practice our adjustments to
changing lane conditions and our spare
bowling if we want to repeat our confer-
ence championship and sectional cham-
pionship from last year.�

Bill Burke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE RAIDER HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING TEAM�The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School coed swimming team
defeated Westfield High School, 97-73, on December 11 at the Westfield �YMCA�. Last year, the Raiders defeated the Blue
Devils for the first time in their history.

SOCCER SKILLS
AND DRILLS INC.

(908) 753-8240
Tom Turnbull, Dir.

A YEAR ROUND SOCCER TUTORING
SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES, WE

SPECIALIZE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF BALL CONTROL SKILLS.


