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ELECTION SPLIT MEANS DEMOCRATS WILL MAINT AIN 4-3 MAJORITY ON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Councilman Populus, Mr. Whitaker Victorious on Tuesday
In Races for Two Available Seats on Fanwood Governing Body

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Democratic Councilman William
E. Populus, Jr. and Republican Joel
Whitaker were the winners Tuesday
in contested races for two available
seats on the Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil, which will continue to reflect a
4-3 Democratic majority for the next
year.

Councilman Populus was reelected
to his second full term on the govern-
ing body, while Mr. Whitaker won
for the first time after three previous
bids for a council position. He will
occupy the seat currently held by
outgoing Republican Councilman
Dr. Chester R. Lindsey. Full council
terms in Fanwood are for three years.

Councilman Lindsey, a 1995 May-
oral contender, has served two non-
consecutive council terms since
1989. He opted not to run for reelec-
tion this year, saying he wanted to
give others a chance to serve on the
governing body.

Unofficial tallies released by Bor-
ough Clerk Eleanor McGovern’s of-
fice after the polls closed Tuesday
night showed Councilman Populus
to be the top vote getter, with 1,407.

Mr. Whitaker, with 1,368, nearly
tied with his runningmate, David
Trumpp, who received 1,365. Mr.
Populus’ runningmate, Patricia
Plante, trailed with 1,238 votes.

Among 4,731 registered voters in
Fanwood, 2,906 turned out at the
polls in this year’s general election.

The outcome of this year’s elec-
tion means the council will remain
split 3-3 between Republicans and
Democrats, with Democratic Mayor
Maryanne S. Connelly serving as tie
breaker in the event of a party line
vote. Democrats have held a major-
ity on the council since 1988.

Councilman Populus, 61, of La
Grande Avenue, was first appointed
to the governing body in 1993.
Elected to his first full term the fol-
lowing year, the incumbent currently
serves as the borough’s Fire Com-
missioner and as Chairman of the
council’s Administration and Finance
Committee.

Mr. Whitaker, 55, of Marian Av-
enue, previously ran for council in
1989, 1992 and 1994. He is a former
member and Chairman of the
Fanwood Planning Board, and also
served on the municipality’s Down-
town Development Commission.

Democratic newcomer Mrs.
Plante, 40, of Oakwood Court, is a
member of the Fanwood Board of
Health and was recently appointed
by former Fanwood Mayor Linda d.
Stender to the Union County Trans-
portation Advisory Committee.

Mr. Trumpp, 35, of Arlene Court,
is the son of former Fanwood Mayor
Theodore “Ted” Trumpp. He de-

scribed his debut council campaign
as “a wonderful experience,” adding
that he was looking forward to run-
ning for council again in the future.

Mr. Populus, surrounded by a
crowd of well-wishers at the South
Street Café in Fanwood after the
election results were announced, ex-
pressed gratitude to Fanwood voters
for reelecting him to another term.

“People know me, they know what
I’m all about,” remarked the coun-

cilman, who listed economic devel-
opment and deregulation of electric
power among his priorities for his
second term. “They knew I would
continue to take the same path.”

Mrs. Plante, who joined the cel-
ebration for her runningmate, also
praised supporters for their contri-
butions to the Democrats’ campaign
this year.

She said she was “delighted” by
Councilman Populus’ win, calling

the latter “unbelievably progressive.”
Mrs. Plante maintained that the coun-
cilman “is going to bring Fanwood
into the future.”

At a Republican gathering at the
Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains,
Councilman-elect Whitaker and Mr.
Trumpp also reflected on their cam-
paign.

Mr. Whitaker said he conducted a
highly active campaign this year,
conceding that he had not pursued

his goal as aggressively during pre-
vious bids for a seat on the council.

Mr. Whitaker said he and his
runningmate walked “virtually the
entire town,” adding that he found
many voters were dissatisfied with
the Democrats’ long-held majority
on the governing body.

“I’m looking forward to working
with the council on things we can do
to move Fanwood forward,” re-
marked the Councilman-elect, who
cited local property taxes and the
condition of borough sidewalks
among his chief concerns.

“We sent a positive message,” com-
mented Mr. Trumpp about the cam-
paign conducted by himself and Mr.
Whitaker. “We obviously hit on con-
cerns important to people in
Fanwood. We ran a clean campaign

and a positive one that Fanwood
citizens deserve.

“I knew it was going to be a hard
race because Mr. Populus is very
well-liked and respected as a coun-
cilman,” Mr. Trumpp continued. “I
wish him the best.”

The candidate added that he was
“fortunate enough to have Joel as a
runningmate. He deserved to win.
We worked well together.” Council-
man-elect Whitaker reciprocated by
calling Mr. Trumpp “a superb cam-
paigner.”

Councilman Populus and Coun-
cilman-elect Whitaker will be sworn
into office during the governing
body’s annual reorganization meet-
ing on Thursday, January 1, in the
Fanwood Borough Council cham-
bers.

William A. Burke for The Times
CONGRATULATIONS…Councilman-elect Joel Whitaker, second from left, receives warm wishes from fellow Repub-
licans during a victory celebration at the Stage House Inn, after the results of Tuesday’s general election were announced.
Mr. Whitaker won the seat on the Fanwood Borough Council currently held by Councilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey, left,
who is retiring from the governing body this year. Joining them are Karen Paardecamp, Campaign Manager and
President of the Fanwood Republican Club, and Councilman Stuart S. Kline. An additional picture appears on Page 12.

Nepawin Lane
Property Lines
To Settle Case

By CANDACE WALLER
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
met briefly Monday night to settle
the David Walker case. There were
no public hearings scheduled.

Mr. Walker, who owns property on
Nepawin Lane, wanted to build a
house on his land but could not be-
cause his construction plans did not
adhere to certain spacing guidelines.

Upon hiring a surveyor, it was
discovered that a previous surveyor
had drawn the lines incorrectly.

“Mr. Walker is seeking a minor
subdivision. About 10 years ago Mr.
Walker had the property surveyed.
The previous surveyor made a mis-
take,” said board attorney Lawrence
A. Woodruff.

“Mr. Walker wants to build a house
on the land but had to get the line
corrected.” he added.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
member Robert LaCosta said he felt
that the board handled the matter
quickly and effectively.

“Once new lines are re-established,
Mr. Walker can put in his new foun-
dation,” said Mr. LaCosta, who added
that settling this matter expediently
would allow Mr. Walker to start con-
struction before winter weather sets
in.

“If he didn’t have the lines cor-
rected he would have had to apply
for a variance because he would not
have had enough space on the side of
his house,” Mr. LaCosta said. “The

William A. Burke for The Times
HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Marching Band added to the festivities at the Scotch Plains
Halloween Parade. They are pictured here in front of the Park Middle School.CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MR. MEADE SAYS BOARD MUST FOLLOW TIGHT FISCAL PROCESS

Dr. Sheldon Says BOE Must Share
Responsibility Regarding Deficit

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Albert J. Syvertsen’s repeated as-
sertion during the public meeting of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education on October 30 that he and
his colleagues on the board were not
advised by district administrators of
“over-running the budget” was re-
futed by Board President Dr. Donald
T. Sheldon.

“We’ve all received (administra-
tive) reports year after year,” Dr.
Sheldon said. “We’re all here to ac-
cept the responsibility that we didn’t
flag them.”

He added that the administration
is presently in the process of creating
a consistent format for its financial
reports to the board.

During the discussion surround-
ing the $700,000 deficit in the 1997-
1998 school budget, first announced
on October 23, Mr. Syvertsen also
posed a question regarding the ap-
proval of fund transfers within the
budget if they exceed what voters
have approved.

Board member August L. Ruggiero
suggested that a discussion of the
budget transfer issue might be “more
profitable” if taken up with the audi-
tors during their scheduled meeting
with the board on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 11.

In commenting on fund transfers,
board member Richard R. Meade
said, “We put off transfers that we
needed to make sooner. That won’t
happen again....We were not follow-
ing a tight fiscal process; that was
wrong. This is an opportunity to
clean up past processes.”

Edward J. Saridaki, Jr., the board’s
Finance Committee Chairman, at-
tempted to clarify the terminology
used in the discussion, explaining
that budget adjustments are made on
a monthly basis, while fund transfers
occur at yearend or three times dur-
ing the year.

He added, “We can’t tie the hands
of the administration to pay bills as
they come due. Not only budget ad-
justments, but the transfer of funds
within the month as needed (should
be considered).”

During the meeting, Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye
reviewed the status of the budget
recovery process. The Superinten-
dent, Mr. Saridaki, Dr. Sheldon and
Matthew Clarke, School Business
Administrator/Board Secretary, are
conducting a weekly line-by-line
review of expenditures.

Dr. Choye noted an increase in
“line-item accountability” in pur-
chase orders and professional devel-
opment requests from school princi-
pals and curriculum supervisors. She
added that there has been a “notice-
able decrease in these requests.”

Meetings with budget managers
are scheduled for the last two weeks
of November. At that time, Dr. Choye,
Mr. Clarke and Dr. John R. Crews,
Assistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum, will review the status of 1997-
1998 managers’ budgets, as well as
preliminary plans for the 1998-1999
school year.

The Superintendent also reported
that E. James Lawton of G.R. Murray
Insurance was successful in his ef-
forts to get CIGNA, the district’s

health insurance carrier, to elimi-
nate a nearly $92,000 terminal re-
serve liability charge. Dr. Choye said
other potential reductions are under
consideration.

In addition, school principals
scheduled staff meetings for Novem-
ber 3; Mr. Clarke met with cafeteria
managers to advise them to be as
cost effective as possible; and the
administration remained focused on
the budget’s under-funded areas,
which include substitute teachers,
telephone expenses, custodial over-
time and maintenance.

With regard to planning for the
1998-1999 school budget, Dr. Choye
indicated that Mr. Clarke would be
visiting other districts with a “line-
by-line budget in practice” to evalu-
ate the efficacy of instituting such a
budget here.

During the meeting, Math Super-
visor Don Williams and Language
Arts/Social Studies Supervisors Pat
Boland and Diane Kelly presented
an overview of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood students’ performance on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Towns Gather to Hear
More About Proposed

Lease of County Burner
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Times

Representatives of seven Union
County municipalities gathered last
week to wrestle with a decision over
the Union County Resource Recov-
ery Facility — otherwise known as
the incinerator — and $35 million
worth of county-backed bonds on
the facility.

The Union County Utilities Au-
thority (UCUA) has told the seven
towns that do not regulate where
their garbage is dumped, that they
will have to share in paying off the
incinerator debt even while their resi-
dents contract with private haulers
for trash collection.

Every ton of solid waste diverted
from the county facility by haulers
will be taxed an additional $15, ac-
cording to a proposed deal with
Ogden Martin Systems to lease the
incinerator for 25 years. Special
Council for the Freeholders, Jonathan
Williams, said the expense per house-
hold in those towns would be about
$1.10 a month.

The seven municipalities of West-
field, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Berkeley Heights,
Clark and Linden, do not require
haulers to use the county incinerator
for disposal. The group of towns
accounts for about 175,000 tons of
trash a year.

The UCUA carries a total of $290
million in bonds that were issued to
build and operate the incinerator.
When a state court found it a viola-
tion of federal commerce laws to
regulate the flow of solid waste to
the county incinerator, profitable op-
eration of the facility seemed
doomed.

Additionally, Bergen County, with
190,000 tons of solid waste a year,
said it will pull out of the Union
County incinerator as a result of the
court decision on regulation.

To avoid possible default on the
incinerator bonds, Union County
Freeholders, under Democratic
Chairwoman Linda d. Stender, and
the UCUA came up with the pro-
posed leasing of the facility to Ogden
Martin which will wipe out $180
million of the total debt.

However, a total of 250,000 tons
of garbage must be delivered to the
incinerator every year, under the

terms of the deal.
The current price of $83-a-ton for

disposal at the county incinerator
will be knocked down to $50-a-ton
and frozen at that price for the next
25 years other than hikes based on
the Consumer Price Index (CPI).

Mr. Williams said that even with
the leasing deal and contributions of
“unspent proceeds” by the UCUA,
there is still $60 million worth of
outstanding debt.

The $15-a-ton hauling surcharge
will retire that debt over 25 years, he
said. Charges toward paying off the
remaining debt are also included in
the $50-a-ton rate offered at the in-
cinerator, Mr. Williams said. Debt
service payments on the remaining
bonds totals $5 million a year, he
said.

Mr. Williams added, “There’s been
an enormous amount of thought and
planning that’s gone into this. All the
parties involved are very comfort-
able about recommending this trans-
action. We still think this is the right
thing to do.”

In a scenario where the county
defaults on the millions of dollars
worth of debt, Mr. Williams claimed
bond holders will sue to collect and
that the costs to residents “would be
a lot more than the $15 surcharge.”

Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti called the proposed lease
“a sweetheart deal” for Ogden Mar-
tin because, he said, noting that even
if the unregulated seven municipali-
ties pay the surcharge, Ogden Mar-
tin is free to fulfill their 250, 000-ton
requirement with other paying cus-
toms.

Some officials have said that trash
haulers will dispose of waste in neigh-
boring Pennsylvania, where dump-
ing charges are only $30-a-ton. Oth-
ers claim haulers will not make the
trek and will use local transfer sta-
tions to dispose of waste, opening
doors to corruption.

On the other hand, the UCUA has
said that New York City is interested
in unloading waste at the Union
County facility, since the Fresh Kills
landfill is set to close on Staten Is-
land.

Scotch Plains Councilman Martin
Marks said, “It sounds like the only
way to avoid the surcharge is to go

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

William A. Burke  for The Times
TRICK OR TREAT...Lauren Eckert and Kelly Yingling show off their
Halloween costumes during last week’s parade in Fanwood.
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SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Here’s Where to Buy

The Times
WALT’S MOUNTAIN DELI

2385 Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains
QUICK CHEK FOOD & PHARMACY

1928 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains
WALLIS STATIONERY

441 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
QUICK STOP

1819 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
FANWOOD CORNER STORE

34 Martine Avenue, Fanwood
FANWOOD TRAIN STATION

South Avenue, Fanwood
QUICK CHEK

572 North Avenue, Fanwood
SHOPPERS EXPRESS
190 South Avenue, Fanwood

SEVEN ELEVEN
1200 South Avenue West, Westfield

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20
• A Park Avenue resident reported

the theft of her daughter’s 18-inch bi-
cycle. Someone had cut the lock that
secured the bicycle sometime during the
evening hours, according to police.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• A North Avenue service station

owner reported the theft of an undeter-
mined amount of cash from the register,
according to police. The theft was dis-
covered after the owner checked the
day’s receipts.

• A resident of Acacia Road reported
the theft of a number of tools which were
taken from a rear-yard shed. The inci-
dent occurred over the weekend.

• An Elizabeth Street resident re-
ported that her automobile was stolen.
She told authorities she was alerted to
the incident by the sound of the car being
driven out of the driveway.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25
• Lawrence P. Ciccia, 37, of Linden

was arrested and charged with causing a
disturbance on Park Avenue, according
to police. He was released after being
issued a summons.

• A resident of Lake Avenue reported
the theft of a roll of quarters from her
apartment. The theft occurred during the
afternoon hours, according to police.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• A New York Avenue resident re-

ported a vehicle on the street running
without an occupant. Upon investiga-
tion by police, it was found to be stolen
from Plainfield.

Another New York Avenue resident
reported that the Somerville Police De-
partment had recovered their vehicle
before they discovered that it had been
stolen from their driveway.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

• Benjamin E. Lyszczasz, 20, of
Edison was arrested for driving while
intoxicated at on Jenna Court.

• A resident of Forest Road reported
the theft of a bicycle from a shed located
in the rear yard.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30
• Four reports of eggs being tossed at

houses were reported at various loca-
tions in town.

• Police are investigating a fire that
started in the cab of a 1973 Chevrolet
truck that was parked in a lot on Tussell
Lane.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
• Police received a report of graffiti

painted on a rear wall of Terrill Middle
School.

• A resident of Tussell Lane reported
that someone had entered her vehicle
and had taken a small amount of change.

• Jerry Ross, 20, of Plainfield was
arrested for obstruction of justice when
he fled his vehicle during a police inves-
tigation. The incident occurred on Farley
Avenue.

• A resident of Inverness Drive re-
ported that during the evening hours
someone had spilled a gallon of orange
paint on his driveway.

• An employee of Bell Atlantic on
Cellar Avenue reported that someone
had taken her full-length leather coat
from her work area.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
• Juan Carvajal-Angarita, 21,  of

Fanwood was arrested for driving while
intoxicated on Route No. 22.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
• A resident of Hetfield Avenue re-

ported that someone had put a scratch
around the entire length of her vehicle.

• Police recovered a 1986 Chevrolet
which was reported stolen from
Plainfield on October 24. The vehicle
was found on Hunter Avenue flipped
over on its side.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21
• A camcorder valued at $750 was

reported stolen from the Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission building at La
Grande Park. Police said it had been
stolen sometime over a period of several
weeks.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
• A 1992 Honda which was taken

sometime overnight from La Grande
Avenue was recovered in Plainfield.
Police said the individual or persons
responsible may have traveled to
Fanwood in a car which was later dis-
covered on Herbert Avenue.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
• Shelia Parris, 37, of Plainfield, was

charged with shoplifting cigarettes from
a pharmacy on Martine Avenue, accord-
ing to police. She was released on her
own recognizance.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28
• Police reported the theft of an alu-

minum extension ladder from the rear of
a home on La Grande Avenue.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30
• Two padlocks were taken from a

storage facility at the Department of
Public Works on North Avenue, accord-
ing to police.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
• Police responded to a disagreement

between two South Avenue business
owners. No complaints have been filed
in connection with the incident.

Vets Day Program
Slated in Township
The two local veterans organi-

zations, American Legion Post No.
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 10122, will conduct ceremo-
nies on Tuesday, November 11, in
observance of Veterans Day in
Scotch Plains.

The ceremonies will begin at 11
a.m. with the laying of wreaths at
the Veterans Monument at Park
Avenue and Front Street in Scotch
Plains.

At 11:30 a.m., there will be a
presentation of wreaths at the
Fanwood Memorial Library.

All members of the community
are invited to attend these pro-
grams to recognize the contribu-
tions and sacrifices made by all
former members of the armed
forces of the United States, a
spokesman for two veterans orga-
nizations said.

Scotch Plains Mail Delivery
Among Best, Report Finds

Local First-Class mail service in
Scotch Plains is among the best in
the nation, according to the latest
independent figures compiled by the
accounting firm of Price Waterhouse.

Scotch Plains Postmaster Elvoid
Christmas announced last week that
the Scotch Plains Post Office deliv-
ered 92 percent of local First-Class
Mail by the next day in the period

between mid-May and mid-Septem-
ber and equaled the national average
of 92 percent.

“Scotch Plains scored 2 percent
higher than the same period last year,”
said Postmaster Christmas.

“Our employees are doing an out-
standing job of serving our custom-
ers. The employees are proud of
their accomplishment,” he said.

Local postal managers attribute
these service improvements to a con-
sistent review of delivery and collec-
tion schedules, increased transpor-
tation, additional letter carriers, new
automated equipment, watching for
miss-sorted mail, and the use of pro-
cess management teams to solve
mutual delivery problems.

Price Waterhouse has been con-
tracted by the United States Post
Service to measure its performance
in on-time delivery of First-Class
“overnight” mail within designated
service areas.

Price Waterhouse independently
tracks First-Class mail service from
point-of-deposit to point-at-delivery,
Scotch Plains Post Office officials
said.

“The Postal Service uses External
First Class mail measurement,” said
Postmaster Christmas “to track First
Class mail service performance from
deposit to delivery. External First
Class is doing the talking for our
customers, telling how we are doing
and how we can do better.”

Trip to Radio City
Slated for Dec. 11

The Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment of Parks will sponsor a bus
trip to see the 1997 Radio City Christ-
mas Spectacular on Thursday, De-
cember 11.

The program at Radio City in-
cludes the traditional Nativity scene,
a performance by the Rockettes and
scenes from The Nutcracker.

Registration for residents started
on Monday, November 3. The cost is
$40 per ticket (including bus trans-
portation). If space permits, non-
residents can participate at a cost of
$45.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 3 p.m. sharp and will return
immediately after the 5 p.m. perfor-
mance.

Children under 5 cannot partici-
pate and no more than four tickets
will be sold to one individual.

For further information, please call
(908) 322-6700.

NINTH YEAR AT SP-FHS...Students from the Friedrich-Ebert-Gymnasium
in Bonn, Germany, shared a get-together recently at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renais-
sance Restaurant with their American host students from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SP-FHS). This is the ninth year that students from the
German partner school have spent a three-week home stay with local families.
The annual student exchange is coordinated locally by Helga Thomas, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district’s Supervisor of Foreign Languages and teacher
of German, who also leads a contingent of SP-FHS students to Germany during
the summer months.

Four SP-FHS Students Reach
Finals of Internet Contest

Last Friday, 107 students from 12
countries, including three students
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School were named finalists in
ThinkQuest, an educational Internet
contest.

The students will now compete for
$1 million in scholarships and awards
for the best educational tools on the
World Wide Web.

Finalists included Kevin Grinberg,
of Fanwood, and James Kao, of
Scotch Plains, for “Basketball Ex-
plorations,” and Anthony O.
Cangialosi and James E. Bishop,
both of Scotch Plains, for “Golf
Course.” All are students at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Working in teams over the last
year, ThinkQuest participants, rang-
ing in age from 12 through 19, com-
bined their creativity and technical
skills to build imaginative Web pages

to be used as educational tools by
students and teachers around the
world.

Some examples of this year’s fi-
nalist entries included personal ac-
counts of land mine survivors, an
interactive mission to Mars, the phys-
ics behind baseball and basketball,
and a backstage tour of Shakespeare’s
plays.

The students will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. on Friday, November
21, with their teacher-coaches for an
all-expense paid weekend of judg-
ing and sightseeing.

The winning team will be an-
nounced on Monday, November 24,
at the second annual ThinkQuest
awards ceremony at the Loews
L’Enfant Plaza Hotel.

The finalists were selected from
1,400 teams from around the world
who participated in this year’s con-
test.

The teams included students from
places as diverse as Adelaid, Austra-
lia; Gdansk, Poland; Helsinki, Fin-
land; Guntur, India, and Alpharetta,
Georgia.

After working ceaselessly through-
out the summer, the teams entered
their completed Web sites for judg-
ing by experts managed by the
Internet Society.

The Internet Society is managing
the judging of the entries, assem-
bling a team of educators, scientists,
and others with expertise in each of
the contest’s five categories: arts and
literature, interdisciplinary, science
and mathematics, social sciences,
and sports and health.

First-place winners in each cat-
egory will receive $15,000 scholar-
ships; their coaches and schools will
receive $2,500 each in cash. One
entry will be selected as best of
contest, winning a $25,000 scholar-
ship for each team member and
$5,000 for each coach and school.

For more details about
ThinkQuest, or to see this year’s
entries, visit the ThinkQuest Web
site at http://www.advanced.org/

Brownie Girl Scouts Hold
Native American Pow-Wow
More than 150 Brownie Girl Scouts

from Scotch Plains-Fanwood re-
cently gathered together for a Native
American Pow-Wow.

First- through third-grade Girl
Scouts held their Indian Celebration
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Cathy Smith and Maura
Berger, Brownie Consultants, chaired
the event.

There were several Indian crafts,
including a paper bead necklace, an
Indian pouch, a woven God’s eye, an
Indian “buzzing” toy and a totem
pole. The Brownies also had face
paint applied in various Indian de-
signs.

Cadette Scouts, Sarah VanWagner
and Malina Millonet, donned head-
dresses and had the Brownie Scouts
gather around an electric campfire to
tell of the “Legend of the Blue Bon-
net.”

The Brownies also brought a
food donation to help feed the
homeless families that are helped
by the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church.

This service project was their way

POW WOW…Brownie Scouts sit in front of a teepee during the recent Native
American celebration which was held at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Scotch Plains. “Little Indians,” pictured left to right, are: Courtney
Berger, Eliza Ziegler, Annie Smith and Linda Timko.

of thanking Immaculate Heart of
Mary for allowing them to use their
facilities for this event.

William A. Burke for The Times
SWEET VICTORY…Democratic Councilman William E. Populus, Jr. is
congratulated by Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly after being reelected to a
second full term on the Fanwood Borough Council on Tuesday. The council-
man and his runningmate, Patricia Plante, who lost to Republican Joel
Whitaker for the seat held by outgoing Republican Councilman Dr. Chester
R. Lindsey, celebrated his victory at a gathering at the South Street Café in
Fanwood.

requirement is for 30 feet on the side
and he only had 10.”

In other business, it was announced
that Scotch Plains Planning Board al-
ternate Joseph Doyle will be a Liaison
to the Cross Acceptance Committee
and the board.

The Cross Acceptance Committee is
a conglomeration of representatives
from all the Union County municipali-
ties. Concerns and input from the towns
will be heard at the meetings that are
held in Elizabeth.

Mr. Doyle said that starting in the
new year, the meetings will be taking
place in different towns on a rotating
basis. Among the items on the Cross
Acceptance Committee’s agenda is the
transportation plan the Scotch Plains
Planning Board heard last month from
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders Chairwoman and former
Fanwood Mayor, Linda d. Stender.

“All the municipalities will share their
planning objectives with the county so
they are cooperating intelligently with
the New Jersey State Plan sharing pro-
cess,” Mr. Doyle said.

“It will give the state a view of local
problems and perhaps give municipali-
ties a better understanding of their neigh-
bors,” he added.

The next township Planning Board
meeting will take place on Monday,
November 17. Board Chairman George
Tomkin said the Hillside Cemetery Es-
tate and Woodland Estate cases are on
the agenda.

The Hillside Cemetery wants to add
more grave sites. The Fantini case is
scheduled for Monday, December 1,
unless the party involved decides to
change the date.

Nepawin Lane
Property Lines
To Settle Case

standardized tests in mathematics and
reading.

Ms. Kelly reported that eighth-grade
students achieved an overall mean score
of 45.2 out of a possible 52 on the Early
Warning Test (EWT) for reading profi-
ciency. The students scored 87 percent
in comparison to the District Factor
Group (DFG) score of 89 percent and a
state score of 83.2 percent.

The test asks students to read narra-
tive, informative, persuasive and every-
day texts, then answer multiple choice,
as well as open-ended questions. Selec-
tions are published pieces which run 700
to 1,500 words, and are followed by
“highly-inferential questions” which
demand that students “really read” the
text, explained Ms. Kelly.

On the writing segment of the EWT,
students achieved a mean score of 35.5
out of 43 for revising/editing text, and a
mean of 8.1 out of 12 for writing, com-
pared to 7.9 for the DFG and 7.2 for the
state.

Mr. Meade asked to see a comparison
of student performance on these tests
over the past three years.

Mr. Williams reported that students’
EWT mathematics scores are improv-
ing.

“The composite score is better than

School Board Must Share
Responsibility for Deficit

the district factor group,” he said, “which
reflects well on teachers’ and students’
efforts.”

Students’ scores were “above average
across the board,” explained Mr. Will-
iams. Students are tested on their nu-
merical, measuring/geometry, data
analysis and pre-algebra proficiencies.

Mr. Saridaki asked the Math Supervi-
sor to supply median scores for the EWT
tests, in addition to the mean for an
“honest comparison between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and the district factor
group.”

While Mr. Williams indicated that
the High School Proficiency Test (HSPT)
in mathematics proved to be “somewhat
more challenging,” students are “still
doing well.” He noted an improvement
in 1995-1996 test scores.

Mrs. Boland spoke to student perfor-
mance on the HSPT reading segment,
which tests students on narrative, inter-
pretive and critical thinking skills.

“In all but one category, student per-
formance went up for 1995-1996,” she
said.

The language arts/social studies su-
pervisor said scores showed “great im-
provement in writing tasks.”

Students’ scores in grades 10 through
12 jumped 157 percent over the prior
year, while DFG scores declined by 5
percent.

“The tests remained rigorous,” she
said. “Our students improved, while other
districts declined.”

Mrs. Boland said the district’s stu-
dents have an “exceptional” 98.2 per-
cent passing rate in writing.

In another matter, the board recog-
nized Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Brian Spitser for his award-
winning essay on the Holocaust in a
competition sponsored by Kean Univer-
sity.

According to Assistant Superinten-
dent Crews, Brian, “stood out above all
others” who entered the competition.

The Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey stated that, “(Brian) showed im-
mense sensitivity for someone who is
not of Jewish extraction.”

Brian was accompanied by his mother,
Colleen, a Reading Recovery/Basic
Skills teacher in the district.

During the Superintendent’s report,
the board voted unanimously to accept
the district’s Quality Assurance Annual
Report for the 1996-1997 school year
and forward it to the Union County
Superintendent of Schools.

The board also approved the Grades 6
through 12 World Language Content
Standards and Proficiencies outlined in
the curriculum guide.

Other board business included ap-
proval of policies clarifying district re-
quirements for graduation; the certifica-
tion of first-year and alternative-route
teachers; and the district’s stand on weap-
ons, the language of which reflects New
Jersey’s statutory requirements.

The board also acknowledged the re-
tirements of Tanya Whellan who taught
vocal music at the elementary level for
24 years; Mildred Sabatello, who served
for 25 years as the receptionist at Central
Office and as a member of the support
staff in the administration building, and
Agnes Trembicki, who served 20 years
as a member of the executive secretarial
staff in the Personnel Department at
Central Office in the administration
building.

In closing, the board proclaimed the
week of Sunday through Saturday, No-
vember 16 to 22, American Education
Week in the district. The theme for the
week is “Teaching Children to Think
and Dream.”

into municipal garbage collection.
So I say we sit back and see what hap-
pens.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Irene T. Schmidt
added, “If we went into hauling, it would
be a big tax hit the first time around for
residents.”

Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly agreed, saying, “We’re not
going into our own garbage collection.
That’s ridiculous. But the debt is not
going to go away.”

Mayor Schmidt agreed that the situa-
tion on the debt is one of, “Pay me now
or pay me later.” She agreed to meet

Communities Gather to Hear
About Proposed Burner Deal

with the township’s 13 private haulers to
get feedback on the proposed incinera-
tor lease and surcharge deal.

Some municipal representatives ques-
tioned the legality of collecting fees on
haulers that do not use the county incin-
erator. Mr. Williams said it was often
difficult to enforce but was legal.

The UCUA asked municipalities to
commit to the plan by Saturday, No-
vember 15. However, for the seven towns
with unregulated trash disposal, space
will be reserved at the incinerator for the
waste through the first of next year, Mr.
Williams said.

Mr. Williams added that the UCUA
was obligated to ask the towns to join up
as it negotiates the lease deal with Ogden
Martin.
Karen Edwards Earns

Special Designation
In Accounting Field

The Institute of Certified Manage-
ment Accountants has announced that
Karen Edwards, a lifetime resident of
Scotch Plains, has earned the designa-
tion of Certified Management Accoun-
tant (CMA).

Accountants who earn the CMA des-
ignation have displayed proficiency in
many facets of accounting and financial
management.

This proficiency must be demonstrated
through completion of a nationwide com-
prehensive examination on accounting
and related subjects.

Candidates must also meet a two-year
management accounting experience re-
quirement, and agree to comply with the
Standards of Ethical Conduct for Man-
agement Accountants.

The Institute of Certified Manage-
ment Accountants, which administers
the CMA examination, is based in
Montvale.
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