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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The
Leader are reminded that copy
should be e-mailed or faxed by 4
p.m. on the Friday prior to publi-
cation. The Leader’s e-mail ad-
dress is goleader@aol.com. The
fax number is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off
at our office located at 50 Elm
Street or through out mail slot. To
ensure that submittals reach our
office prior to deadline, we en-
courage e-mail or faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publi-
cation date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone number
where the submitter can be reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publi-
cation of submittals may be de-
layed due to space considerations.
All submittals are subject to being
cut due to length, edited for style
and clarification at the discreation
of the editor.

WELCOME ABOARD… The Board of Directors of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce recently gathered to
welcome its new Executive Director Debbie Schmidt. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, First Ward Councilwoman
Gail S. Vernick, Ms. Schmidt, Stan Baum, Chairman, and Mayor Thomas C. Jardim; standing, Darryl Walker,
Secretary; Carl Peer, Jonathan Klausner, Vicki Priscoe-Spurr, Scott Beresford, Treasurer; Susan Brand, Robert
Katz, W. Jubb Corbet, Warren Rorden and William Bonsall.

Westfield Chamber of Commerce
Names New Executive Director

The Board of Directors of the West-
field Area Chamber of Commerce
has announced the selection of
Debbie Schmidt as its new Execu-
tive Director.

“Debbie comes to us from the
Suburban Chambers of Commerce
in Summit. Her expertise in working
with local businesses will greatly
benefit our Chamber,” said Stan
Baum, Chairman of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Ms. Schmidt’s seven years of
Chamber experience includes re-
tail and downtown promotions,
membership recruitment and re-
tention, and production of the ad-
vertising tabloid, The Summit Col-
lection.

She has also overseen the develop-
ment of programs, events and semi-
nars, and has been an active partici-
pant in community organizations,
task forces and committees.

She is a recent graduate of The
Institute for Organizational Mem-
bership, a professional development
program for Chamber of Commerce
executives.

“Westfield is a wonderful commu-
nity. I look forward to working with
local businesses, providing Cham-
ber members with opportunities for
improvement, economic growth and
community involvement,” said Ms.
Schmidt.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce is a voluntary partner-

ship of business and professional
men and women working together to
build a healthy economy, according
to Mr. Baum.

They strive to maintain the vitality
of the downtown, and to make West-
field an attractive place to live, work
and shop.

Ms. Schmidt replaces Katherine
L. Broihier, who left the Chamber
earlier this month to take a position
as Manager of Group Tours with the
New York Botanical Garden.

Mrs. Broihier had held the posi-
tion since 1993.

The Chamber, formally organized
as the Westfield Business Associa-
tion in 1948, will mark its 50th anni-
versary next year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR PAST TO ENSURE OUR FUTURE…On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month,
veterans gathered to honor those who have defended our country and have fallen in battle. Each year, wreaths are
placed before the soldier displayed at the monument across from the First United Methodist Church in Westfield. Mary
Blanes, center, President of Westfield American Legion Auxiliary Post No. 3 and Arnie Resnick, right, Commander
of Westfield VFW Post No. 11467, placed the wreaths. Peter Hogaboom, Commander of American Legion Post No. 3
conducted the ceremony. Kerry Stubbs, voice teacher at The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, sang a stirring
rendition of “God Bless America” and Dr. Theodore K. Schlosberg along with Chris Velderman played “Taps” to end
the ceremony.

New Deadlines  for
Thanksgiving  Issue
Those persons preparing press

releases for submission to our
Thanksgiving Day issue of The
Leader  are reminded of a change
in our deadlines: copy should be e-
mailed, faxed or delivered to our
office by noon on Thursday, No-
vember 20.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Thursday deadline. Weekend
sports events must be submitted
by 10 a.m.  on Monday, November
24. Obituaries will be accepted up
to 5 p.m. on Monday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Grace Orthodox Gains
Zoning Board’s OK

On Proposed Site Plan
By JASMINE VASAVADA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At its monthly meeting Monday night,
the Westfield Board of Adjustment ap-
proved the Grace Orthodox Presbyte-
rian Church’s proposed site plan for
larger bathrooms and improved handi-
cap accessibility.

In doing so, the board granted vari-
ances for preexisting, non-conforming
conditions. These included a front-yard
setback which represented a violation of
15 feet more than the permitted dis-
tance, and the lack of 50 parking spaces
as required by the town.

Richard Barker of Shadowlawn Drive,
the church’s Treasurer, told the board
that a mechanical lift will be installed to
allow people to enter the building at
ground level, providing access to the
main sanctuary and classrooms of the
church, located at 1100 Boulevard.

The two bathrooms, built in 1962, are
very small, and will be replaced with
larger, handicap-accessible ones, he said.

“Our ladies tell us that the bathrooms
are not very attractive to visitors,” Mr.
Barker explained.

Barbara Vincentsen, a local architect
hired by the church, reported that the
handsome, heavily-wooded lot belong-
ing to the church was large enough to
support the 50 parking spaces required
by public ordinance. Only 7.4 percent of
the lot is presently covered by built
structures, and 50 percent is permissible
by town zoning laws.

However, she argued, sufficient park-
ing is already available for the church
needs. Parishioners generally park on

Midvale Way, between Boulevard and
Summit Avenues.

Mr. Barker recounted that Midvale
Way was constructed in 1966, largely at
the behest of the church, which paid part
of the cost for paving the 36-foot wide
road. Midvale has since “served us very
well” for parking purposes, he added.

No one spoke in opposition of the
church’s application.

In voting to grant the application,
board Chairman Lawrence J. Mannino
summed up that the application required
minimal change to the church property,
preserved trees, was unopposed by sur-
rounding community and would allow
the church to conform to the Americans
With Disabilities Act by providing handi-
cap accessibility.

In other business, Elizabeth and
Vincent Molinari’s second-story addi-
tion to their home at 165 Landsdowne
Avenue was quickly and unanimously
approved. The addition was judged to be
consistent with and similar to others in
the surrounding neighborhood.

Board Vice Chairman G. Graydon
Curtis moved that, as a “valuable, sig-
nificant improvement,” the plans be
approved, allowing the minimum side-
yard violation of 11.14 feet, where 15
feet is required.

Joanne and Dennis Leedy of 139 North
Euclid Avenue withdrew their applica-
tion to store a trailer outdoors in the rear
yard of their property.

Nearly half of Monday’s meeting was
devoted to the application of Kevin and
Jane Quinn of 618 Highland Avenue. In
a conflict that carried over from the
October meeting, the Quinn’s proposal
for an extensive addition to their home
was opposed by Marilyn Kelly of 416
Colonial Avenue.

Only after extensive debate and testi-
mony did the board grant a side-yard
variance of 13.5 feet, where 15 feet was
required and 11.9 feet had been re-
quested.

In submitting a redesigned site plan,
the Quinns had sought to address Mrs.
Kelly’s concerns of the previous meet-
ing while requesting a side-yard vari-
ance of 11.9 feet. The former design had
been criticized for being too long and
too high, with a roof line that was too
continuous.

Although these aspects of the design
did not violate the town’s land use ordi-

PLANNING BD. URGED TO ACT QUICKLY ON MASTER PLAN WITH REGARD TO INCONGRUENT PROPERTIES

Town Council Discusses Zoning Change to Address
Subdivision Issue; Mr. Brandt Urges Further Study

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Following comments by several
members of the Town Council last
Wednesday, the governing body has
asked the Planning Board to act as
quickly as possible with regard to its
review of the town’s Master Plan for
development.

The resolution, proposed by Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim, followed con-
cerns expressed by a few residents
last week over a property on West-
field Avenue which is slated to be
demolished and replaced with two
new homes.

A developer has proposed to de-
molish an existing home and construct

two new homes. The developer has
purchased the property on the condi-
tion that the Planning Board grants the
required subdivision to move ahead
with his building plans.

The owners of the existing house,
located at 633 Westfield Avenue,
have reportedly claimed hardship in
the sale of their property.

Lee Albanese of Westfield Avenue
told the council he is concerned over
the continued impact the town faces
due to a changes made in the Master
Plan. The change essentially allows
the owners of some 40 properties in
town, including the Westfield Av-
enue property, to subdivide their lots
and construct two houses where one

residence previously existed.
Mr. Albanese said the change in

the document has resulted in build-
ers “scanning maps” of the town and
“cherry picking” properties that can
be subdivided for profit.

He asked the council to use its
authority to urge the Planning Board
to correct what he termed an “inad-
vertent mistake” in the Master Plan
to allow what has been termed “shoe-
horning” of new homes.

The Westfield Avenue application
is currently before the Planning
Board with action anticipated at the
Monday, December 1 meeting.

Shelly DeJohn of Westfield Av-
enue, referring to a similar situation
which occurred a few years ago on
Tudor Oval, said it seems that unless
residents make noise, “the issue dies”
until someone comes forward to ad-
dress the situation. The town later
rezoned Tudor Oval to rectify the
situation.

Ms. DeJohn said the council pays
attention to the commercial end of
the town and that now it must look at
preserving the residential part of
Westfield.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh proposed an ordinance that
would rezone at least part of West-
field Avenue from a RS-8 to a RS-10
zone. A RS-10 zone requires a lot
size of 8,000 square feet with a front-
age of 60 feet, while a RS-10 zone
would increase lot size to 10,000

square feet and frontage to 70 feet.
Town Attorney Charles H. Brandt

said if the council agrees to the
change, the rezoned area would have
to be attached to the RS-10 zone,
since an individual lot cannot be
zoned separately than surrounding
lots. He said the change, if approved
by the council, would probably re-
sult in rezoning 30 properties.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
said officials had tried to duplicate as
much as possible current zoning when
amending the Master Plan, in order to
reduce the number of variances re-
quired for building applications.

He said any attempt to rezone a
street before the Master Plan reex-
amining process is completed might
be “premature.”

Mr. Brandt noted that any change in
zoning laws must be first looked at by
the Planning Board. He said the board
would have 35 days to review the docu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MR. HERTELL ASKS FOR REVIEW OF OPEN CAMPUS POLICY AT WHS

School District, Facing Prospect
Of Rising Enrollments, May Need

To Redistrict in Upper Grades
By JASMINE VASAVADA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Enrollment in Westfield public
schools continues to increase, and
some additional redistricting will
probably be necessary to accommo-
date the influx of students, according
to Westfield school district officials.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley reported to the Board of
Education at its meeting Tuesday,
presenting graphs of projected en-
rollment for the next five years, and
noting that “the thing we were hoping
for, a tailing downwards, does not
seem to be taking place.”

The five-year projection indicated
that Edison Intermediate School en-
rollment will probably be under 600,
but that Roosevelt Intermediate
School is expected to be closer to 700.

According to Dr. Foley, Roosevelt’s

growth is such that “we clearly can-
not accommodate all the students,”
without making some adjustments.

Projections indicated the enroll-
ment at the high school would in-
crease from 1,261 students to 1,463
by the year 2002. And, Dr. Foley
informed the board, that is “Frankly
just the tip of the iceberg. If you
move this projection out a little bit
further, to 2005, we’re easily talking
about 1,600 students.”

The elementary schools are al-
ready beginning to feel the squeeze
— McKinley Elementary School will
definitely be short a classroom next
year. At Wilson, the elementary art
room might be converted to meet the
need for an additional half class-
room. Wilson and Jefferson Elemen-
tary Schools just opened new addi-
tions this fall.

Temporary solutions are in place
in Franklin and Washington Elemen-
tary Schools. This may be the last
year for two portable classrooms at
Franklin, requiring a more perma-
nent solution to be found. At Wash-
ington, one temporary classroom is
likely to continue for a couple more
years, officials revealed.

Board member Annmarie Puleio
asked whether new additions should
be considered, since the schools are
currently out of space, with some
classes even operating out of trail-
ers. Dr. Foley did not rule out this
possibility, but indicated that redis-
tricting should alleviate at least some
of the demand.

In any case, every attempt will be
made to keep class size in the low
20s in early elementary school, and
no more than 24 or 25 students per
class in the upper grades, he added.

The most difficult enrollment to
predict is at the elementary level,
especially Kindergarten. Projections
are based on a model that correlates
the ratio of births in a given year to
actual enrollment, using data from
the past 10 years.

Dr. Foley said he hopes to gather
more information about preschoolers
which, over time, may help him to
predict enrollment patterns with

greater precision.
In response to a question by Ms.

Puleio, Dr. Foley told the board that
the turnover of homes, which occurs
as “empty nesters” move out, is not
directly factored in to the live birth
statistics.

Nor is new development, which
has generally had a negligible impact
on enrollment in Westfield. Yet the
model is able to predict five years
ahead within 2 percent accuracy. The
greatest difficulty arises in predicting
the distribution of the new students
throughout the school districts.

In any event, Dr. Foley predicted
that additional space at all three levels,
as well as redistricting at the upper
grade levels, and to a lesser extent at
the elementary level, will be needed.

In other business, board President
Susan Jacobson reported on the
“NetDay” efforts of 50 volunteers,
coordinated by Gary McReedy, who
helped the elementary school librar-
ies go on-line. Another crew of vol-
unteers are now barcoding the librar-
ies’ thousands of books.

Captains of the Westfield High
School girls’ varsity soccer team,
Vicky Nusse, Amy Coccaro, and Sage
Stefiuk, presented a check for $1,850
to the board. The money will be used
toward the Roosevelt playing field
renovation.

The young women told the board
that they had raised the money by
running a soccer clinic for younger
girls, and thanked the board for redo-
ing the fields.

On another matter, Ms. Puleio an-
nounced the members of the Strategic
Planning Council. This council will use
information gathered by two commit-
tees — the State of the Schools and State
of the Communities. Ms. Puleio reported
that the 34 council members, selected
from over 70 applicants, represent many
segments of Westfield.

The parents, teachers, administrators,
students, and “members-at-large,” will
meet for a grueling, but hopefully very
productive, weekend on Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday, December 5, 6, and 7,
at Lucent Technologies in Murray Hill.

Ms. Puleio also noted that those ap-
plicants still untapped will be an impor-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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WESTFIELD
FIRE BLOTTER

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4
• A construction company represen-

tative reported an incident of theft by
deception, after two checks totaling
$1,057.04 were drawn on his account,
according to police.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6
• A representative of a North Avenue

pharmacy reported that a customer
passed two bad checks at the establish-
ment, authorities said.

• A Prospect Street resident reported
that silverware and assorted jewelry were
stolen from her residence during a brief
period of time in the morning. The iden-
tity of the individual or persons respon-
sible is unknown, and there were no signs
of forced entry, according to police.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• Jesse Shepherd, 21, of Berkeley

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3
• Eight hundred block of Rahway

Avenue – system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Linden

Avenue – service call.
• Eight hundred block of Nancy Way

– system malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Woodland

Avenue – unintentional alarm.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

• Five hundred block of Dorian Road
– bomb scare.

• Two hundred block of Watchung
Fork – unintentional alarm.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
• Seven hundred block of Harding

Street – spill in roadway.
• Eight hundred block of Cedar Ter-

race – leaf fire.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

• Seven hundred block of Boulevard
– wire down.

• Three hundred block of Sycamore
Street – unintentional alarm.

• Four hundred block of Palsted Av-
enue – leaf fire.

• Three hundred block of Prospect
Street – carbon monoxide detector.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
• One hundred block of Oxford Ter-

race – arcing wire in street.
• Five hundred block of Boulevard –

smoke condition.
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

– bomb scare.
• Two hundred block of South Av-

enue, East – hazardous condition.
• Four hundred block of South Av-

enue – good intent call.
• Nine hundred block of Central Av-

enue – hazardous condition.
• One hundred block of Prospect

Street – emergency medical call.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

• One hundred block of Hawthorne
Drive – smoke condition.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
• Seven hundred block of Central

Avenue – good intent call.
• Two hundred block of Clark Street

– unintentional alarm.

Township was arrested in Elizabeth
and charged with burglary, theft and
unlawful possession of a weapon in
connection with a home robbery which
occurred on Rahway Avenue on Sep-
tember 17. Four guns and some jewelry
were taken in that incident, according
to police.

The suspect, who police reported was
also wanted by authorities in Spring-
field, Wall and Dover Townships, was
transported to the Union County Jail. He
was being held in lieu of $5,000 bail on
the Westfield charge.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10
• An employee at Franklin Elemen-

tary School on Prospect Street reported
that her purse, containing $40 and per-
sonal items, was stolen from a portable
classroom at the school.

nance, the plans were rehashed in the
spirit of compromise.

“This is all about an olive branch.
This is all about trying to make peace,”
Mr. Quinn told the board of the new
proposal, in which the room was short-
ened by four feet, two exterior windows
were removed, a door was relocated and
the ceiling and floor were lowered to
make the resulting roof line less obtru-
sive and less uniform.

Mrs. Kelly opposed the new plan, as
well, positing that the room could stop at
the end of the garage and still be a very
decent size.

Edna Borchers of 419 Colonial Av-
enue appeared before the board after
reading about the Quinn’s proposal in
The Westfield Leader.

She told the board, “It would be a
shame really to infringe on the space and
destroy the view of Mrs. Kelly’s yard. I
live across the street and look out on it.”

She also warned the board about the
hazards of granting variances too easily,
equating them with the destruction of
property values. Ms. Borchers recalled
that a few years ago another neighbor
had sought a variance for a two-foot
setback that was not granted. She ad-
monished the board to be consistent.

The Quinn’s attorney explained that
they sought the side-yard variance so
that the addition could be in line with the
rest of the house.

He asked the board to balance the
equities of the case, bearing in mind that
even without obtaining a variance, Mr.
and Mrs. Quinn could build a much
larger addition than the one they pro-
posed.

Mrs. Kelly’s counsel argued that there
were no grounds for granting a variance.
Statute requires that a variance in this
case could be granted on the basis of
hardship or flexible see. “Flexible see,” it
was explained, is when positive factors of
an appeal would enhance the town, out-
weighing any negative benefits.

The attorney argued that the Quinns
certainly had a right to build an addition,
but that there is no basis for approving
one that would not comply with zoning
laws. There is no “hardship,” since, ac-
cording to his conversation with the
architect, it would be possible to build
an addition that does comply.

In voting to grant the extra 1.5-foot

side setback, Mr. Curtis told those
present that he did find that the positive
factors of the plan outweighed the nega-
tives.

“Seems to me that indeed there is
modification of plans that has resulted
in a much more attractive addition.
Without a variance, the applicant could
build a very ugly addition straight up
into the air.

“While imposing my own value judg-
ment, I would say it probably enhances
the value of the Quinn’s property, and
the Kelly’s and neighboring properties,
relative to other potential additions,”
Mr. Curtis said.

The final unanimously-approved mo-
tion called for a 13.5-foot variance, and
stipulated that the height of the addition
will be 17 feet, the length 23.5 feet, the
texture of materials on the outside and
roof will be the same as the rest of the
home, and two mature trees will be planted.

Before bringing the matter to a vote,
Mr. Curtis warned the Quinns to be
aware of the doctrine of Res Judicata,
whereby in the event of an identical or
similar application by the Quinns, it
would be unlikely the board would hear
the case.

This warning touched off a round of
miscommunication, in which the
Quinn’s lawyer stated that he did not
understand the relevance of the doc-
trine to the case.

Board member Thomas C. Phelan
sought to explain, by pointing out that
the warning was a courtesy to let the
Quinns withdraw the application before
it was voted on, to which Mr. Quinn
countered, “It makes me wonder if a
vote has already occurred.”

Finally, board attorney Robert W.
Cockren cleared up the matter, explain-
ing that there had been instances in the
past where an applicant comes back
with a similar application, claiming they
were not told of the rule.

Several residents were granted vari-
ances for exceeding the maximum build-
ing coverage ordinance. This ordinance
allows 20 percent of a property to be
covered by built structures. In addition,
deck coverage of up to 2 percent is
permitted, provided that the total build-
ing coverage, including the deck, does
not exceed 22 percent.

James  and  Patricia Serry obtained

permission to erect a garage and one-
story addition to their home at 414 Wash-
ington Street. The couple no longer
sought a side-yard variance, which the
board had opposed in the September
meeting, but still sought a variance for
exceeding the maximum coverage pro-
vision.

Mrs. Serry told the board that their
neighbors had both just put up additions,
as well, and were pleased to hear of the
Serry’s plans. In the final compromise,
they agreed to build a smaller garage
and conform to additional stipulations
that the front porch not be enclosed, only
single-story additions be permissible and
the structural material and windows on
the left side of the house be consistent
with the rest of the house.

Christopher and Eleanor Molly of 511
Birch Avenue were granted a variance
for maximum building coverage, allow-
ing them 20.8 percent.

The Mollys are seeking to convert an
unused sun room into a family room by
enclosing it and building an addition,
which will increase the room’s dimen-
sions from 13 feet by 13 feet, to 13 feet
by 18 feet.

Susan Fellman and Steven Greenstein
of 9 Barchester Way obtained a variance
for a total house coverage of 21.2 per-
cent. The board also extended a prior
non-conforming use, where a minimum
side-yard of 12 feet existed, rather than
the requisite 15 feet.

Mr. Greenstein explained to the board
that the couple needed permission to
extend the master bedroom. In the end,
the couple agreed to sacrifice their deck,
reducing it by 165 square feet, in favor
of the master bedroom.

Similarly, Mary Diplock of 806 Boyton
Avenue requested permission to erect a
screened porch, in violation of the 20
percent maximum coverage allowance.

Some confusion ensued about whether
stairs, covered by a projected roof, should
be included in calculating building cov-
erage. Town Zoning official Jeremiah P.
O’Neil pointed out that open platforms,
even those with projected roofs, are
“invisible” to such calculation.

The board granted Mary Diplock of
806 Boyton Avenue 20.6 percent cover-
age and a rear-yard setback, one foot
short of the 35-foot requirement. Mr.
Kelly alone opposed the proposal, stat-

Grace Orthodox Gains Approval of Site Plan From Zoning Board
ing that he would prefer to see a drawing
which more clearly outlined the new
proportions for the porch.

Daniel and Ancilla Murray of 233
Maple Place sought permission to ex-
ceed maximum allowable coverage for
their new home being built at 924 Pros-
pect Street.

Mr. Mannino informed them that “it’s
ludicrous to have a clean chalkboard and
start out with a violation. Although we’re
sympathetic to your family needs, it has
absolutely nothing to do with zoning.”

The board did grant a variance for
minimum rear-yard violation, permitting
20.37 feet where 35 feet are required.

Paul Lamastra of 323 Springfield Av-
enue was granted a revision to a variance
originally granted in July. He obtained
permission to build a 30-by-40 foot home
with a built-in garage, rather than the
30-by-30 foot home with a detached
garage in front that was previously
planned. The revision was supported by
his neighbor, Paul Orlando of 319 Spring-
field Avenue, as preferable.

The board voted unanimously to grant
the side-yard variance of 9.5 feet instead
of the 10 feet that was required.

Susan Brand of 1059 Prospect Street
was granted a variance for minimum
side-yard violation. She plans to replace
an existing deck with a new one, and
sought to maintain the current dimen-
sions of the deck, which violate the 15-
foot setback requirement, at 10.15 feet.

Board member William J. Palatucci
asked her to consider moving the deck
six inches farther in from the side, to
avoid the effect of a long alleyway on
the side of the property.

This led to a heated exchange between
Mr. Phelan and Mr. Palatucci, in which
Mr. Phelan argued that he saw no prob-
lem with the way the deck is at present,
since it is not a covered property.

Mr. Palatucci countered by explain-
ing that in other cases the board had
made similar requests, and that though it
may not be criticized for today’s deci-
sion, “this board is not consistent in how
it applies its own policies.”

He further suggested that perhaps in
ruling on appeals, the board should refer
to records of previous rulings. The mem-
bers of the board decided that this debate
should be carried on elsewhere, and
terminated the discussion.

ment. Also, all properties in the area of
the zone would have to be contacted
through certified mail.

He added that any change in the Mas-
ter Plan must be explained in a resolu-
tion passed by the governing body. Also,
the town would have to notify those
residents impacted by a change in zon-
ing through certified mail.

The Planning Board and the town’s
professional planner would have to be
consulted and a study detailing the need
for a change would be needed.

Mr. Marsh noted that the Westfield
Avenue application is on the agenda for
the Monday, December 1 meeting. He
said the board must act on the applica-
tion at the meeting, unless the applicant
agrees to an extension on their case.

First Ward Councilwoman Gail S.
Vernick questioned Mr. Brandt if there
were any issues that could be raised to
prevent the demolition of the house.

The Town Attorney said he was un-
aware of any action the council could
take in this regard.

Mayor Jardim’s resolution, which
came in response to Councilman Walsh’s
motion, urges the board to move quickly
in reviewing the Master Plan with re-
gard to existing properties which are
“incongruous” in terms of the zones in
which they are located.

In other business, the council passed
an amendment to the town code which
adds an application fee of $200 in con-
nection with representation by the town’s
Public Defender.

This fee may be waived by the West-
field Municipal Judge if he/she decides
the fee “represents an unreasonable bur-

den on the person seeking representa-
tion.”

Under previous state law, the maxi-
mum application fee that could be im-
posed was $50. The $200 fee approved
by the council is the maximum allowed
by the state under new legislation signed
into law by Governor Christine Todd
Whitman in September.

Councilman Walsh opposed the ordi-
nance, saying this impacts those persons
who can’t afford to hire their own attor-
ney to represent them. The ordinance
was introduced by the vote of 7-1, with
Mr. Walsh voting against the ordinance.

The council also approved the demo-
lition of a house located at 1747 Boule-
vard. In the pre-agenda conference meet-
ing, Mayor Jardim and a few council
members expressed concern over the
application.

It was noted that a new house will be
built on the lot. Town Administrator
Edward A. Gottko said the lot is on the
Clark border.

After listening to input from Mr.
Walsh and Mrs. Vernick, Mayor Jardim
referred the proposal to the Laws and
Rules Committee that residents be noti-
fied of house demolitions in their neigh-
borhoods.

Prior to the start of the regular meet-
ing, Mayor Jardim publicly congratu-
lated Councilmen Matthew P. Albano
and Neil F. Sullivan, Jr., Councilman-
elect Gregory S. McDermott, and Coun-
cilwoman-elect Janis Fried Weinstein on
their election victories on November 4.

The victory increases the Republican
majority in January to 6-3 on the govern-
ing body.

Council Discusses Change
To Address Subdivisions
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tant resource in January, when Action
Committees begin to meet.

The board “regretfully” accepted the
retirement resignation of Allan Lam-
bert, a Social Studies teacher at Edison
School for the last 30 years.

Dr. Foley noted that Mr. Lambert’s
enthusiasm, energy and drive have been
his hallmark for many years, and “he has
certainly made a difference in his stu-
dents’ lives.”

In other business, Ms. Puleio sug-
gested that the board seek reimburse-
ment from Educational Testing Service
(ETS) for the salaries paid to Westfield
test administrators.

The ETS administers the Pre-Scho-
lastic Assessment Test (PSAT), an
achievement test taken by high school
students in their sophomore year.

Ms. Puleio reported from her experi-
ence with ETS as a private company
which receives payment from the test
takers, that it should assume the cost of
test administration.

Board member Arlene L. Gardner
asked the board to consider establishing
student assistance counselors in the el-
ementary schools. Dr. Foley said that he
envisioned such counselors working
between school and home, facilitating
communication on matters concerning
the students’ problems.

When the meeting opened for public
comment, Beverly Grant of Prospect
Street spoke to “highly endorse the coun-
seling program in light of Afro-Ameri-
can students,” in particular.

“There is no question that early inter-
vention helps us solve a lot of problems
later on,” board member Keith S. Hertell
agreed.

However, Mr. Hertell warned that to
overcome “sharp pencils this year with
the budgets,” the board should first ce-
ment “our belief in the need by discussing
it with the (school) principals,” coming
up with as much information as neces-
sary to support prioritizing the motion.

Mr. Hertell also asked the Superin-
tendent to address the policy regarding
fine arts performances.

Linda King, the district’s Fine Arts
Coordinator, had discussed restricting
recital programs to Westfield students
being instructed within the public schools
system. For example, students learning
piano exclusively from a private instruc-
tor would not be permitted to participate.

Recital participation has become an
issue as the number of students involved
in the instrumental music program has
grown, from about 500 to more than
1,000 students in a short span of time.

Dr. Foley suggested that, while this
does require the program to make judi-
cious choices, a more flexible approach
should be taken. In this approach, first
priority in any recital would be given to
those students who are part of a school
program.

However, fine arts teachers could
nominate students who are proficient in
instruments not taught directly by West-
field, provided that they are certain of
the student’s ability to perform.

Finally, Mr. Hertell asked the board
to consider asking its Curriculum Com-
mittee to review once again the open
campus policy at Westfield High School.

For the last 10 years, this policy has
allowed high school juniors and seniors
to leave campus during their lunch pe-
riod. Mr. Hertell and Ms. Gardner re-
ported that they had received comments
from some people in the community on
this topic.

But Vice President Darielle M. Walsh,
the board’s Liaison to the high school
parent-teacher organization, and Mike
Siler, a high school teacher present at
the meeting, reported that they had not
heard such concerns being raised.

Board members debated whether
changes in the open campus policy are
needed, and whether such an initiative,
if made, should come directly from the
high school.
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William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
CRASH SCENE…An accident at the intersection of North and Central
Avenues sent two people to area hospitals shortly after 11 a.m. on Monday.
Authorities said that a Chevy Tahoe driven by Michelle DiFillippo, 29, of
Westfield was traveling south on Central when it was struck by a Honda driven
by Horris E. Moore, 73, also of Westfield. He was traveling west on North
Avenue. The impact pushed the Chevy to the curb and into a light stanchion,
according to police. No summonses were issued. The first driver was taken to
Overlook Hospital in Summit, where she was treated and released that day.
The other driver was admitted to Rahway Hospital, where he was treated for
multiple contusions.

Miss Yevich Inducted
To National Honor Society

Courtney C. Yevich of Westfield, a
sophomore at Washington and Lee
University in Lexington, Virginia,
was recently inducted into the Phi
Eta Sigma national honor society,
which honors students who com-
plete their freshman year with supe-
rior academic records.

To be eligible for Phi Eta Sigma, a
student must achieve at least a 3.5
grade-point average during his or
her freshman year.

Courtney is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Yevich of Westfield.

Westfield ‘Y’ Schedules
Trip to The Nutcracker
The Westfield “Y” is sponsor-

ing a trip to Lincoln Center to see
a holiday performance of The Nut-
cracker ballet on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7.

A limited number of tickets are
available for the 5 p.m. perfor-
mance, second ring. The price,
including transportation from the
“Y,” is $85 per person. Families
and children of all ages are in-
vited.

For more information, please
call Karen Simon at (908) 233-
2700, or stop by the “Y” at 220
Clark Street in Westfield, to pur-
chase tickets.

Deena Saliola Gains
Career Experience
As Student Teacher

Deena Saliola of Westfield, a Rider
University graduate student, is spending
part of her semester as a student teacher
at the Riverside Elementary School in
Princeton.

Miss Saliola, who is pursuing her
teacher certification in elementary edu-
cation, will be teaching at Riverside
through December.

Her responsibilities there include as-
sisting in lesson preparations, group
exercises and classroom instruction for
students at the first-grade level.

Each graduate and undergraduate
teacher preparation program at Rider Uni-
versity in Lawrenceville culminates in a
semester-long field experience in a public
school, in which student-teachers work
with an experienced classroom teacher.

Sarah Hill Included
Among AP Scholars

Senior Sarah Hill of Westfield was
among seven seniors and 16 mem-
bers of the Class of 1997 at Kent
Place School in Summit, who were
recently named as Advanced Place-
ment (AP) Scholars in recognition of
their exceptional achievement on the
college-level AP examinations.

Sarah was honored for having
earned a grade of three or higher on
three or more AP examinations, ac-
cording to Karan Merry, Headmis-
tress of the Kent Place School.

(908) 301-1053
Greg Shraga

• Specialized Programs Designed to
  enhance your golf, tennis & other
  sports activities
• Cardiovascular Conditioning
• Weight Training
• Nutritional Guidance

Westfield Area

Train at Home • Office • Gym
with A.C.E (American Council on Exercise)

Certified Professional Trainer

GrGrGrGrGreaeaeaeaeat ft ft ft ft forororororall fitness
all fitness
all fitness
all fitness
all fitnesslelelelelevvvvvels & a
els & a
els & a
els & a
els & aggggges!es!es!es!es!

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

322-7000

• Personal Injury Law
• Negligence

• Legal Issues Relating to
Motor Vehicle Accidents
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