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JUNIOR CITIZENS…On a recent trip to Fanwood’s Borough Hall, members of Girl Scout Troop No. 729 at
Elementary School One learned how a small town runs. Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, center, treated them to a full
tour, where they met with department heads and police officers. In the Council Chambers, they held a mock town
meeting. Pictured with the Mayor, left to right, are: front row, Amanda Lipetz, Melanie Lee, Katie Van Haasteren and
Michelle Dsurney; back row, Keila Guzman, Briana Falco, Marisa Bianco, Sarah Boffa, Meaghan Kelly, Yvonne Chen
and Gaby Falco.

Adjustment Board OKs Three Resolutions;
Final Meeting to Take Place Next Month

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Board of Adjust-
ment met briefly last Thursday to
memorialize three resolutions of ap-
peals which were granted on October
16. Members also reviewed corre-
spondence and reflected on the Bor-
ough Council’s recent decision to
merge the board with the Planning
Board.

Last month, Leonid and Musya
Fleysher of La Grande Avenue were
awarded bulk variances from the
Borough Code to build an attached
garage on their property. The couple
had required the variances to accom-
modate their proposed side yard set-
back and for the existing width of
their corner lot property.

William and Karen Piliego of Port-
land Avenue successfully petitioned
the board for permission to build a
10-foot-high deck onto the rear of
their bi-level home. A bulk variance

was required because the couple’s
proposed rear yard setback fell four
feet short of the distance permitted
under the Borough Code.

Stanley and Donna Zaleski of Lo-
cust Avenue received approval to main-
tain their existing driveway, which the
applicants had widened from 10 to 22
feet last summer without realizing they
were in violation of the Borough Code.
The couple were also awarded a vari-
ance for their present side yard setback,
which was altered when the driveway
was widened.

Board Attorney Charles H. Brandt
subsequently reminded those in at-
tendance that the Board of Adjust-
ment would meet for the final time on
Thursday, December 18, after which
it will be disbanded.

Pending adoption of an ordinance
by the Fanwood Borough Council,
the Planning Board will assume the
duties of the Board of Adjustment,
beginning in January.

The ordinance was introduced
November 13 during the council’s
regular meeting, following months
of discussion concerning the benefits
and possible drawbacks of merging
the two boards. Members of the gov-
erning body are expected to adopt the
ordinance on second reading on
Thursday, December 11.

Officials opted to combine the
boards after determining the merits
outweighed any disadvantages. The
merge, they have said, will reduce
costs to taxpayers, shorten the amount
of time applicants must wait for a
public hearing, and compensate for a
lack of sufficient volunteers to serve
on both municipal bodies.

Mr. Brandt observed that, as of last
week, there was only one appeal
scheduled to be heard by the Board of
Adjustment at next month’s session.
He said he intended to draw up reso-
lutions for any cases on the Decem-
ber 18 agenda, which would be me-
morialized the same night as the
public hearings.

He predicted that the Planning
Board, which has had very light
caseloads this past year, would expe-
rience an influx of business once the
merge occurs.

The Planning Board hears matters
related to land use, which have
steadily declined since the borough
is almost completely developed. More
common are the petitions for addi-
tions and renovations which have
been the responsibility of the Board
of Adjustment.

Mr. Brandt said one issue the Plan-
ning Board would likely have to deal
with down the road is the arrival of
cellular towers, which are used to

transmit signals to mobile telephone
users.

While there are no such towers in
the municipality at present, the board
attorney anticipated that “Fanwood’s
time will come. I guarantee it.”

During a presentation he made
before the Planning Board two
months ago concerning proposed re-
visions to the borough’s zoning ordi-
nance, Mr. Brandt discussed the con-
troversy over cellular towers.

He said homeowners generally
oppose having them in residential
areas, although there are few alterna-
tives since the small community lacks
any tall buildings where they could
otherwise be located.

Two Local High Schoolers
Among ThinkQuest Champs
Kevin Grinberg of Fanwood and James Kao of Scotch Plains, both

students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, are among the win-
ners in the second annual ThinkQuest competition.

Working in teams over the past year, ThinkQuest participants,
ranging in age from 12 through 19, combined their creative and
technical skills to build web pages to be used as educational tools by
students and teachers worldwide.

More than 1,400 teams from 40 countries participated in this year’s
event. The winning students and their coaches were awarded scholar-
ships and prizes totaling more than $1 million at the ThinkQuest
awards ceremony, held November 24 at Loews L’Enfant Plaza Hotel in
Washington, D.C.

Kevin and James, who earned fourth place for their website “Basket-
ball Explorations,” received $6,000 each. Their coaches, Arlene Riegel
of Edison and Diane McKenna of Gillette, were each awarded $1,000,
while the school received $1,000, as well.

Four Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students altogether had
been named as finalists in ThinkQuest, which a spokeswoman de-
scribed as the world’s largest Internet contest. The other two finalists
were James E. Bishop and Anthony O. Cangialosi, both of Scotch
Plains.

Each of the finalists received an all-expense paid trip to Washington,
D.C. to present their websites.

To participate in the 1998 ThinkQuest competition, students must
form teams now and submit written proposals for the website they
would like to create and a plan for its development by Saturday,
February 28.

Teams whose plans are approved must submit final web pages by
Monday, August 31.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NJCAAN CONTINUES PUSH FOR OCEAN ROUTING

Citizens Group Seeking Help
In Gaining Air Noise Relief
From Latest FAA Maneuver

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

The latest change in Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) flight
patterns, shifting flight paths to the
west of the Arthur Kill waterway and
directly over heavily populated areas
of Union County, was the final straw
as far as members of the New Jersey
Coalition Against Aircraft Noise are
concerned.

The 5,000-member group, more
commonly known as NJCAAN, has
asked Congressman Bob Franks for
his help in addressing the latest
change in flight patterns. NJCAAN,
which has membership in 18 of the
state’s 21 counties, is also gaining
more headway on its proposal for

ocean routing. Many legislators, in-
cluding Congressman Franks and
Senator Frank Lautenberg, have en-
dorsed the plan.

Jerome Feder of Westfield, a mem-
ber of the NJCAAN Board of Trust-
ees and a representative on the Union
County Air Noise Advisory Board,
stated in an October 16 letter to Mr.
Franks that the FAA announced its
latest traffic routes change on Sep-
tember 23.

On the previous flight patterns,
aircraft climbed over the Arthur Kill
and industrial areas to 3,500 feet,
Mr. Feder said. The shift of patterns
to the west has resulted in a drop of
1,000 feet in the altitudes flown by
aircraft just before they fly over resi-
dential areas.

“The proposed route change re-
sults in aircraft being lower and
noisier as they overfly New Jersey,”
he explained.

Mr. Feder noted that air traffic
patterns have been under experiment
by the FAA since it attempted to
implement the $6.5 million Solberg
Mitigation Plan last year.

This plan, the net result of the
Environmental Impact Study follow-
ing the implementation of the federal
agency’s Expanded East Coast Plan,
was aimed at alleviating increased
noise, specifically over the local
Scotch Plains and Fanwood area fol-
lowing residents’ complaints.

The environmental impact study
was ordered as part of the Air Safety
Capacity Expansion Act of 1990.
The study took 5½ years to complete.

NJCAAN has said the announce-
ment that the FAA will implement a
revised Solberg Plan in January will
actually provide no real relief, since

Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Times

Those persons preparing press
releases for submission to The Times
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Times’ e-mail address is goleader@
aol.com. The fax number is 232-
0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

these flight patterns have already
been implemented with the more
westerly patterns over residential ar-
eas.

Michael Schatzki sits on the
NJCAAN board and is President of
the New Jersey Citizens for Environ-
mental Research, the group which
produced the data on the impact of jet
noise in the region and brings it to
NJCAAN, a policy-making group.
The research group received the fund-
ing to conduct the ocean routing study.

Mr. Schatzki said he believes the
FAA never intended to implement
the Solberg routes.

“It has never been implemented
and it never will be,” he said.

Had this plan been implemented,
air traffic departures and arrivals from
Newark International, LaGuardia,
and JFK International Airports would
have been changed to reduce noise
over Union, Essex, Middlesex,
Somerset and Morris Counties.

NJCAAN representatives say
Solberg only shifts the problems of
air noise to other areas of the state,
which they say does not solve the
problem. Mr. Schatzki noted that
NJCAAN voted 21-1 against Solberg
when it was originally unveiled in
September of 1994 for this very rea-
son.

Under the original Solberg plan,
planes were supposed to proceed
south of the airport for 9.5 miles
before making a westerly turn to
Hunterdon County.

With the latest shift over populated
areas, NJCAAN is pushing more than
ever for the FAA to act on a system of
routing air traffic departures over the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Township to Hold Annual
Downtown Holiday Bash

Downtown Scotch Plains will once
again come alive with holiday spirit
on Sunday, December 7, with its
third annual “Old Fashioned Holi-
day Celebration.”

The Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA)
and its 185 members have organized
the day’s events in conjunction with
the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation.

There will be entertainment, hay
rides, a petting zoo, pony rides, face
painting, a bake sale, sidewalk sales,
the annual tree lighting and the ar-
rival of Santa, among other activi-
ties.

Brownie Girl Scouts will hold a
tree-decorating contest, to be judged
by Mayor Irene T. Schmidt and the

Scotch Plains Township Council.
Merchants are also encouraged to

decorate their windows for the holi-
days, with these displays to be judged
by members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA, an
association of marketing students.

The historic Cannonball House will
be have an open house, and everyone
is invited to visit the museum.

Horse-drawn hay wagon rides will
be held during the afternoon. There
is a 50/50 raffle planned to benefit
the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
in Scotch Plains.

The annual tree lighting will take
place at 4:30 p.m., followed by the
arrival of Santa. Children through
age 7 can visit with Santa and par-
ents are invited to take pictures.

DONALD HAMILTON CHARGED WITH STEALING $1.25 MILLION FROM CLIENTS

Westfield Attorney Faces 10 Years
After Admitting Embezzlement

David B. Corbin for The Times
GROUP 3 STATE CHAMPIONS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ soccer Head Coach Tom Breznitsky accepted the trophy after the
Raiders defeated Brick Memorial High School, 2-1, in the Group 3 Champi-
onship game held at The College of New Jersey in Ewing on November 21.
Coach Breznitsky handed the trophy over to Tri-Captain Adam Koster, and
the entire Raider team ran a victory lap while holding the trophy up high for
everyone to see. Please see a story on Page 11.

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

A former Westfield attorney and
resident, Donald Hamilton, admit-
ted last week in Union County Supe-
rior Court to embezzling $1.25 mil-
lion over a period of eight years from
the estates of five clients.

He could face 10 years in prison for
his guilty plea to theft “by failure to
make disposition” of clients’ prop-
erty, stocks and cash.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan said, “This is a case
involving the largest misappropria-
tion of funds ever prosecuted against
an attorney in this county.”

According to a Star-Ledger re-
port, the 52-year old father of five
began filching his clients’ money
after a $900,000 land purchase and
subdivision deal in Tewksbury Town-
ship 11 years ago turned sour.

He and his ex-wife, Alwine, formed
a company called Highland Fields
Inc., which originally subdivided the
property into eight parcels.

Hamilton then built himself an 11-
bedroom, 14-bath manor on nine
acres of the 45-acre property located
along Bissell and Welsh Roads.

He reportedly bought another house
in Windham, New York, in the
Catskill Mountains.

Shortly after the Tewksbury house
was completed, Hamilton divorced
and sold the house for a reported $1.2
million.

The Star-Ledger reported that
Hamilton later sold adjacent parcels
of land for a total of nearly three
quarters of a million dollars.

Hamilton agreed to disbarment
earlier this year after the state Office
of Attorney Ethics called him on the
theft, according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s office.

Hamilton had a private law prac-
tice located on North Avenue in West-
field until April of last year.

One victim of the swindle was iden-
tified as an Elizabeth man who, re-
portedly, lost two-thirds of his
$724,000 estate. Beneficiaries of an-
other victim’s $250,000 estate were
never notified, while Hamilton ig-
nored other victims’ inquiries or mis-
led them, according to authorities.

Union County Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert P. O’Leary said
the identities of the other victims
could be revealed at the time of
Hamilton’s sentencing on Friday,
January 16.

A 10-month investigation by Ser-
geant Steven W. Siegel of the

prosecutor’s office revealed the ex-
tent of Hamilton’s plundering of es-
tates entrusted to him after the Tren-
ton Office of Attorney Ethics dis-
barred him. Officials at the Attorney
Ethics office could not be reached for
comment by press time.

The Ethics Office also maintains a
toll-free grievance hotline.

Assistant County Prosecutor Alan
Sliver said victims will be awarded
their money by the court after
Hamiton’s sentencing, though some
have already been paid.

Hamilton is a former teacher, ac-
cording to published reports, who lived
on a sailboat in the Virgin Islands. He
graduated from Seton Hall University
School of Law in Newark in 1975, and
served as Deputy to then-Union
County Surrogate Mary Kinane.

He later became a senior partner in
a Linden law firm. He hooked up
with attorney Richard Kress in a
Westfield law partnership for two
years and then went into his own
practice.

Hamilton lives in Lebanon Town-
ship and is free pending his sentenc-
ing. Attorneys who knew Hamilton
have described him as quiet and un-
assuming.

‘Tricky Tray’ Auction
To Benefit the Needy
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School DECA Adult Chapter, an as-
sociation of marketing students, will
sponsor its 15th annual “Tricky Tray”
Auction on Tuesday, December 9, in
the high school’s cafeteria.

Admission to the auction is $5, a
cost which includes 24 raffle tickets
and free refreshments. Featured
prizes include two complimentary
Continental Airlines tickets good for
any destination in the mainland
United States, Mexico or the Carib-
bean, a videocassette recorder, por-
table television, tickets to a Giants
football game, among other prizes.

Much of the proceeds will go to
DECA’s many community activities,
including a Thanksgiving Day din-
ner for the homeless and holiday
gifts for homeless and needy fami-
lies and children.

Doors will open at 7 p.m. with the
auction beginning at 8 p.m.
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Citizens Group Seeking Help
In Gaining Air Noise Relief

Atlantic Ocean for a spell as flights
gain altitude, before heading back
west over land. They say this plan
will result in substantial noise relief
for over one million residents.

The ocean routing plan was de-
signed by Glenn Bales, an ex-FAA
air space designer. Now a consultant,
he was hired by New Jersey Citizens
for Environmental Research to pre-
pare the ocean plan. Mr. Bales helped
design and implement the East Coast
Plan.

Mr. Schatzki said Mr. Bales told
him that the FAA never looked at
population areas when drafting the
Expanded East Coast plan, a docu-
ment which was implemented in 1987
without the required environmental
assessment.

The Expanded East Coast Plan
was drafted in an effort to avoid
stacking of older aircraft at the met-
ropolitan area’s three major airports.
Stacking causes time delays for the
airlines, according to the FAA.

Soon after the first attempt to imple-
ment the Solberg Plan in April of
1996, it was clear that the plan was
not effective.

At a Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders meeting last Janu-
ary, Mr. Feder showed the board data
obtained by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, which
owns and operates Newark Airport,
that showed aircraft were not follow-
ing the prescribed Solberg patterns.

At an FAA meeting in September
announcing the latest flight patterns
change, Arlene Feldman, an execu-
tive in the FAA’s New York regional
office, said the increased air noise is
more of a result of an increase in the
number of planes that are flying into
Newark, something the agency can-
not limit.

Ms. Feldman explained that with
more air traffic, planes must be dis-
tanced further apart, which has cre-
ated a challenge for the agency.

In terms of the ocean routing plan,
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
has authorized the state to undertake
a computer-generated study of the
plan to see if it is a viable solution to
the problems of air noise.

That ocean routing proposal is be-
ing undertaken by the New Jersey
Institute of Technology in Newark.

As far as JFK is concerned, the
ocean routing plan would create two
new patterns over the Atlantic Ocean
— an inner lane for Newark depar-
tures and an outer lane for JFK de-
partures. Upper routes will not be
changed, only the point of entry and
exit.

“It (ocean routing) opens up a lot of
air space and reduces delays,” ex-
plained Mr. Schatzki.

Departing planes from Newark
would go over or under traffic from
LaGuardia headed out to the Atlan-
tic. Newark planes would proceed to
18,000 feet, an altitude NJCAAN
says produces virtually no noise on
the ground, before turning back over
land. JFK departures would be moved
out to sea to accommodate Newark
Airport traffic.

When the proposal was released in
1993, it was estimated that between
300 and 400 jets each day would no
longer be flying the lower altitudes
over residential New Jersey.

To get to the ocean, planes depart-
ing Newark could be routed over the
Arthur Kill to the Raritan Bay, where

they would turn sharply left and fly
over a part of Sandy Hook to a point
about eight miles off the New Jersey
Coast.

At that point, northbound flights
would turn north while the rest would
fly south, parallel to the Jersey Shore,
turning west over two locations in
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, de-
pending on their destinations.

“We intend to take all this noise
and reduce it tremendously,” said
Mr. Schatzki.

The FAA has been critical of the
plan, saying it interferes with flight
paths reserved for LaGuardia and
JFK. The airlines are also said not to
want to burn the extra fuel. They also
fear the plan will result in a decline in
the number of flights at Newark In-
ternational, which is said by
NJCAAN to be at or near capacity
now.

“We have never proposed anything
to limit capacity at Newark Airport,”
said Mr. Schatzki, noting NJCAAN
supports expanding one of Newark’s
runways, which would provide relief
to Port Elizabeth since flights will
take off 1,000 feet earlier, gaining
altitude quicker and reducing ground
noise over populated areas.

He said airlines also believe they
will have to space departures further
apart under ocean routing.

“We believe there will be no delay
penalty,” he said, adding that the cost
will be about $1 per passenger ticket.

Mr. Schatzki said that under the
new patterns, an extra lane was cre-
ated over the ocean for Kennedy de-
partures.

Bergen County also would see re-
lief as the new routes proposed in the
ocean plan reallocate planes to the
north where they had previously
flown.

“The overall effect will be that the
level of peace and quiet that we had
in 1987 in Cranford and 1989 here
(Scotch Plains and Fanwood), before
the (Expanded East Coast Plan)
changes, will be restored,” said
Pamela Barsam-Brown, Executive
Director of NJCAAN.

Among the legislation aimed at
reducing air traffic noise is the Air
Pollution Control Act of 1997.

The bill, if adopted, will direct the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection to conduct a study
of air pollution created by Newark
International and Teterboro Airports.

The bill would treat an airport and
the area within a certain radius around
it as a single source of air pollution.
Airports, which NJCAAN claims
resemble smoke stacks in the toxic
pollutants they release, have been
excluded from the same rules as pol-
luting industries have to follow.

Also the Bi-State Correction Act
of 1997 requires a reduction which
accounts for cutting air noise in half
in an area that runs from the New
York border to to Monmouth County.

NJCAAN believes ocean routing
is the only solution if the Bi-State law
is enacted.

Congressman Franks’ bill from
1996 would produce a 25 percent or
more reduction in air noise over Eliza-
beth, Mr. Schatzki said, noting ocean
routing would be necessary to achieve
this reduction, as well.

Also, by an act of Congress, older
and louder aircraft must be phased
out by 1999 and 2000, which should
also provide at least some relief.

Santa Claus Coming
To Fanwood Dec. 20

Santa Claus will be coming to Fanwood on Saturday, December 20.
Gifts can be delivered, for distribution by Santa, to the Fanwood Police
Department from Tuesday, December 9, to Monday, December 15.

Packages must be no longer than 12x12 and must be clearly labeled
with name and address. Several parcels for the same address must be
tied together securely.

Santa will leave the Fanwood Firehouse at 4 p.m. and will take the
same route as usual. Parents and children are asked to be at curbside as
Santa will not come into homes. Vehicles will arrive to announce
Santa’s arrival.

The event is being sponsored by the volunteers from the Fanwood
Volunteer Fire Department, Volunteer Rescue Squad and the Fanwood
Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local No. 123.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SCOTCH  PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• A Park Avenue business reported a

burglary that occurred over Sunday night.
Entry was gained by breaking a rear
window pane. An unknown number of
Hummel figurines were taken.

• A resident of Front Street reported
the theft of leaf blower that was kept in a
shed. It is unknown as to when the theft
occurred.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• A Front Street attorney reported the

theft of approximately $4,000 in cash
that was located in a desk drawer in his
office. The incident occurred during the
week of November 17.

• A resident of a Valleyscent Avenue

apartment reported that someone had
burglarized the apartment by removing a
screen to a front window. A storage box
and bicycle were reported taken.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• A Morse Avenue resident reported

that someone smashed the rear passen-
ger side window to her vehicle and had
taken a small amount of change from the
interior.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• Edward W. Kitson 3rd, 30, of

Roselle Park was arrested for driving
while intoxicated and possession of sus-
pected cocaine in a motor vehicle. The
arrest occurred as a result of a motor
vehicle violation.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• A Scotch Plains resident discovered

a pair of sunglasses missing from her
motor vehicle after she left it at a busi-
ness on Second Street.

• Police reported that two juveniles
were apprehended for allegedly throw-
ing rocks at a moving train in the vicinity
of the Fanwood train station.

The suspects, a 16 year old from

Fanwood and a 17 year old from Scotch
Plains, were released to the custody of
their parents, authorities said. Charges
were pending.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
· Kenneth Thorz, 40, of Plainfield,

was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road, according to police. He was
released on his own recognizance.

AUTUMN ADVENTURE...Girl Scouts of all ages, from Fanwood and Scotch
Plains, recently participated in the community-sponsored camping “Autumn
Adventure” held at Camp Hoover in Sussex County. Girls had a choice of staying
one or two nights or just for the day and filled their time with hikes, games and
crafts. Pictured are girls from McGinn Elementary School Brownie Troop Nos.
640 and 88 resting before continuing on their hike of the hills of Camp Hoover.

FIERCE COMPETITION...The Cub Scouts of Pack No. 98 from Coles El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains recently held their annual Rain Gutter
Regatta. All Cub Scouts in the pack, from Tiger Scouts up to Webelos, had made
their boats out of pine wood and had them ready for the grand sail. In addition
to the sail, Cub Scouts and their siblings participated in many water-themed
crafts, including oragami boats, sand art and wooden fish sculptures. Pictured
at the Pack No. 98 Raingutter Regatta, left to right, are: Kyle Rowbotham, Alex
Bromley, Justin Berger and Tarquin Bromley.

UCUA Announces Program
To Cut Mercury Emissions
What started out as a “model pro-

gram” to provide a cost effective,
sound solution to disposing of harm-
ful mercury in the municipal waste
stream is now a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
certified permanent depot in the Solid
Waste Management Plan.

“Global Recycling Technologies,
Inc. and the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) demonstrated that
when business and government work
together we can create a program
that saves money and protects the
environment,” said UCUA Chair-
man John Kulish.

In 1996, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) recognized the
UCUA for “the successful implemen-
tation of its initial pilot program,
outstanding work protecting the en-
vironment and its leadership in fos-
tering this partnership and recycling
program,” he said.

“Through this program, we can
reduce a major source of mercury
that could find its way in the waste
stream to the Union County Resource
Recovery Facility,” said UCUA Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Joseph Spatola.

Global is able to recover a mini-
mum of 95 percent of the lamp com-
ponents and 99.9 percent of the mer-
cury from these lamps, according to
UCUA officials.

Participating generators of mer-
cury bearing lamps no longer need to
manage, manifest or pay hazardous
waste transportation charges or haz-
ardous waste taxes to recycle these
spent lamps, the officials said.

To date, Global and Union County
businesses have recycled over
225,000 mercury-containing lamps.
This program is now open to all

Union County businesses, residents,
municipalities and institutions.

If a company has a facility based in
Union County, all of the company’s
facilities throughout the state of New
Jersey may participate in this pro-
gram.

Global, a Rahway-based facility,
will provide packaging, transporta-
tion and documentation. The lamps
are consolidated at Global’s facility
at 1453 Pinewood Street and shipped
to their processing facility in
Stoughton, Massachusetts, where
lamps are brought to Global’s recy-
cling site.

By-products of the recycling pro-
cess are clean glass, aluminum end
caps, phosphor powder and elemen-
tal mercury. All by-products are sold
as commodities.

Other services include PCB and
non-PCB ballast recycling, as well as
all commercial and industrial battery
recycling.

According to Dr. Spatota, “The
Authority continues to work with the
NJDEP and Global to expand
Global’s Certificate of Authority to
Operate (COA) to allow any genera-
tor in the state to ship their spent
fluorescent bulbs and other Class D
material on a bill of lading to this
certified depot.

“Programs like this reduce mer-
cury emissions into the environment
and do it in a way that reduces costs
to businesses and taxpayers without
reducing environmental standards,”
he added.

To participate in the Spent Lamp
Recycling Program, or to learn more
about other recycling services, please
call the UCUA at (732) 382-9400 or
Global at (732) 388-3005.

Amelia McTamaney Elected
To Montessori Council Post
Amelia McTamaney of Scotch Plains,

was elected Vice President of the
Montessori Accreditation Council for
Teacher Education (MACTE) at its an-
nual meeting on November 3.

A collaborative effort of Montessori
training programs in the United States
and abroad, MACTE maintains and de-
velops standards for teacher education
programs, accrediting qualified courses
through a rigorous curriculum assess-
ment.

In addition to her involvement in de-
veloping international teaching standards,
Ms. McTamaney serves as the American
Montessori Society’s Non-Government
Organization representative to the United
Nations.

Ms. McTamaney is Headmistress of

The Christopher Academy, a Montessori
school in Scotch Plains and Westfield,
and the Director of The Christopher Acad-
emy/St. Nicholas Montessori Teacher
Education Program.

The Christopher Academy, which is
currently celebrating its 35th anniver-
sary, provides Montessori education of
preschool, Kindergarten and first grade
students.

The Montessori Teacher Education
Program has offered on-site and distance
learning course work for over a decade,
an academy spokeswoman said.

Information on The Christopher Acad-
emy, the Montessori Teacher Education
Program, or MACTE, may be obtained
by calling The Christopher Academy at
(908) 322-4652.

For more details about
ThinkQuest, or to see this year’s
entries, please visit the ThinkQuest
website at http://www.advanced.
org/thinkquest.

Advanced Network & Services,
Inc., the creator and operator of
ThinkQuest, promotes educational
advancement by accelerating the
use of computer network applica-
tions and technology.
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High Schoolers Among
ThinkQuest Champs

Oratorians Visit Holocaust
Museum in Washington, D.C.
Examining the historical roots of the

Holocaust was the lesson of the day
recently for two seniors at Oratory Prep
School. However, their classroom was
not in Summit, but rather in Washington,
DC.

Dustin Davis, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Davis of Westfield, and James
Leo, the son of Jean Kababa of Short
Hills, were among the high school stu-
dents selected to attend the fifth annual

Holocaust Memorial Day held at the
Holocaust Memorial Museum in the
nation’s capital.

On the bus, which left from Congress-
man Bob Frank’s office in Union, stu-
dents listened to guest speakers who told
of their Holocaust experiences. When
they arrived in Washington, the students
were given an overview of the day’s
events by Warren Marcus, Museum Co-
ordinator of School and Adult programs.

He spoke of the importance of preserv-
ing knowledge of the Holocaust and its
place in the American and world experi-
ence. The students also viewed a film
called The Rise of the Nazis and were
then divided into smaller groups and
proceeded on a tour of the museum.

Speaking of their experiences in Wash-
ington, James remarked, “Before I went
to the Holocaust Memorial, I thought I
knew about it, but what I learned has so
much changed my way of thought.”

Dustin added, “The visit to the Holo-
caust Museum was a very positive expe-
rience. I learned a great deal from it.”

The students were sponsored by Con-
gressman Franks, who represents the
Seventh Congressional District includ-
ing Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside.


